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TO  THE  MOST  MIGH- 
TIE  AND  MAGNIFI- 
CENT EMPRESSE  ELL 
ZABETH,  BY  THE 
GRACE  OF  GOD QVEENE 
OF  ENGLAND, FRANCE 
AND  IRELAND  D  E- 
FENDEROFTHE  FAITH 

Her  moft  humble 


Seruant: 


EL  Spenferi 


The  firft  Booke  of 

the  Faerie  Queene. 

Contaymng 

The  Legend  of  the  Knight 

oftheTZedCrojfe, 
OR 
Of  HolineJJe. 

O 1  the  man ,  whofe  Mufc  whylomc  did  maslce, 
|  As  time  her  taught,in  lowly  Shephards  weeds, 

 |  Am  now  enforft  a  farre  vnfitter  taske, 

For  trumpets  fterne  to  chaunge  mine  Oaten  reeds ; 
And  fing  of  Knights  and  Ladies  gentle  deeds, 
Whofe  praifes  hauingfleptin  filence  long, 
Me,  all  too  meane,  the  facred  Mufe  areeds 
To  blazon  broade  emongft  her  learned  throng : 
Fierce  warres  and  faithfull  loues  fhall  moralize  my  fong. 

Helpe  then,  O  holy  virgin  chiefe  of  nync. 
Thy  weaker  Nouice  to  performe  thy  will, 
Lay  forth  out  of  thine  euerlafting  fcryne 
The  antique rolles,  which  there  lyc  hidden  ftill, 
*  A  z  Of 
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Of  Faerie  knights  and  fayreft  Tanaquill, 
Whom  that  moft  noble  Britort  Prince fo  long 
Sought  through  the  world ,  and  differed  fo  much  ill, 
That  I  mud  rue  his  vndefcrued  wrong  : 
O  helpe  thou  my  weake  wit ,  and  fharpen  my  dull  tong. 

And  thou  moft  dreaded  impe  ojf  higheft  hue, 
Faire  Venus  fonne ,  that  with  thy  cruell  dart 
At  that  good  knight  fo  cunningly  didft  rc  ue, 
That  glorious  fire  it  kindled  in  his  hart, 
Lay  now  thy  deadly  Heben  bo  we  apart , 
And  with  thy  mother  mylde  come  to  nC  -  ayde  r 
Come  both ,  and  with  you  bring  triumphant  Mart* 
In  Ioues  and  gentle  iollities  arraid, 

After  his  murdrous  fpoyles  and  bloudie  rage  allay cL 

And  with  them  eke;0  Goddeffe  heauenly  bright. 
Mirrour  of  grace  andMaieftiediuine, 
GreatLadieof  the  greateftlfle,  whofe light 
Like  Phvbus  Iampe  throughout  the  world  doth  fhinc 
Shed  thy  faire  beames  into  mine  feeble  cyne,  * 
And  raife  my  thoughtes  too  humble  and  too  vile, 
Tothinkeof  that  true  glorious  type  of  thine, 
The  argument  of  mine  affli(3cdftile: 

The  which  to  heare,vouchfafe,0  dcareft  dread  a  while. 


CANT 
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TheTatrotieoftrHeHolinefse, 
^2  Foule  Err  onr  doth  defe Ate: 

J?^      ffypocrifiehimtoentrtppe,  g£ 
D<tf  &  f  0  his  home  entreate.  £g£ 

A <Jcntle  Knight  was  pricking  on  the  plaine, 
Ycladd  in  mightic  armes  and  filucr  fhicldc, 
Wherein  old  dints  of  dcepe  woundes  did  rcmainc  , 
The  crucll  markes  of  many'  a  bloody  fieldc; 
Yet  armes  till  that  time  did  he  ncucr  wield : 
His  angry  ftcede  did  chide  his  foming  bitt, 
As  much  difdayning  to  the  curbc  to  yield : 
Full  iolly  knight  h  e  feemd  3  and  fadrc  did  fitf, 
As  one  for  knightly  giufts  and  fierce  encounters  fitc. 

And  on  his  brefl:  a  bloodie  Crofle  he  bore, 
The  deare  remembrance  of  his  dying  Lord, 
For  whofe  fwecte  fake" that  glorious  badge  he  wore, 
And  dead  as  liuing  cuer  him  ador'd : 
Vpon  his  fhield  the  like  was  alfo  fcor'd, 
For  foucrainc  hope ,  which  in  his  hclpe  he  had: 
Right  faithfull  true  he  was  in  deedc  and  word, 
Butof  hischcercdidfecmc  too  folemnc  fadj 

Yet  nothing  did  he  dread,  but  eucr  was  ydrad* 

Vpon  a  great  aduenturchc  was  bond, 
That  grcateft  Gloriana  to  him  gaue, 
That  grcateft  Glorious  Queene  of  Taery\on&9 
To  winne  him  wor(hippe,and  her  grace  to  haue, 

Aj      ^  Which 
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Whicliof  all  earthly  thingeshe  moftdid  crauej 
And  euer  as  he  rode  his  hart  did  earnc, 
To  proue  his  puifTance  in  battcll  braue 
Vpon  his  foe,  and  his  new  force  to  learne* 
Vpon  his  foe5  a  Dragon  horrible  and  ftearne, 

A  louely  Ladie  rode  him  faire  befidc, 

Vpon  a  lowly  Affe  more  white  then  fnow, 
Yet  fhe  much  whiter,  but  the  fame  did  hide 
Vnder  a  vele ,  that  wimpled  was  full  low. 
And  ouer  all  a  blacke  ftole  fliee  did  throw, 
A  s  one  that  inly  mournd :  fo  was  (he  fad. 
And  heauiefate  vpon  her  palfrey  flow: 
Seemed  in  heart  fome  hidden  care  fhe  had, 

And  by  her  in  a  line  a  milkewhite  lambc  fhe  lad. 

So  pure  and  innocent,  as  that  fame  lambe, 
She  was  in  life  and  euery  venuous  lore, 
And  by  defcent  from  Royall  lynage  came 
Of  ancient  Kingcs  and  Queenes ,  that  had  of  yore 
Their  fceptersftretcht  from  Eaft  to  Wefterne  fhorc, 
And  all  the  world  in  their  fubieftion  held , 
Till  that  infernall  feend  with  foule  vprore 
Forwafted  all  their  land ,  and  them  expeld : 

Whom  to  auenge/he  had  this  Knight  from  far  copcld. 

Bchindher  farrcaway  aDwarfe  did  kg, 
Thatlafie  feemd  in  being  euerlaft, 
Or  wearied  with  bearing  of  her  bag 
Of  needments  at  his  backe.  Thus  as  they  paff , 
The  day  with  cloudes  was  fuddeinc  ouercaft, 
And  angry  lone  an  hideous  florme  of  raine 
Did  poure  into  his  Lemanslap  fo  faft. 
That  eueric  wight  to  fhrowd  it  did  conflirain, 

And  this  faire  couple  eke  to  fbroud  thefelues  were  fein. 

Eoforft 
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Enforft  to  fecke  fomc  couert  nigh  at  hand, 
A  fliadic  groue  not  farr  away  they  fpide, 
That  promift  ayde  the  tempeft  to  withftand: 
Whofe  loftie  trees  yclad  with  fommers  pride, 
Did  fpred  fo  broad,  that  heauens  light  did  hide, 
Not  perceable  with  power  of  any  ftarr : 
And  all  within  were  pathes  and  alleies  wide, 
With  footing  worne,  and  leading  inward  farr : 

Faire  harbour  that  them  feemcs ,  fo  in  they  entred  ar. 

And  foorth  they  pafle,  with  pleafure  forward  led, 
Ioying  to  heare  the  birdes  fwcete  harmony, 
Which  tHerein  fhrouded  from  the  tempeft  dred, 
Seemd  in  their  fong  to  fcorne  the  cruel!  sky. 
Much  can  they  praife  the  trees  fo  ftraight  and  hy, 
The  fayling  Pine ,  the  Cedar  proud  and  tall, 
The  vinc-propp  Elmc ,  the  Poplar  neuer  dry, 
The  builder  Oake  5  fble  king  of  forrcfts  all, 

The  Afpine  good  for  ftaucs,  the  Cyprcfle  fuucrall. 

TheLaurell,niecdof  mightie  Conquerours 
And  Poets  fage,  the  Firre  that  weepcth  ftill, 
Th£  Willow  worne  of  forlornc  Paramours, 
The  Eugh  obedient  to  the  benders  will, 
The  Birch  for  lhaftcsj  the  Sallow  for  the  mill, 
The  Mirrhe  fwecte  bleeding  in  the  bitter  wound, 
The  warlike  Beech ,  the  Afh  for  nothing  ill, 
The  fruitfull  Oliuc,  and  thePlatanc  round. 

The  caruer  Holme5the  Maple  fecldom  inward  found. 

Led  with  delight ,  they  thus  beguile  the  way, 
Vntill  the  bluftring  ftormc  is  ouerblownc; 
When  weening  to  jreturnc,  whence  they  did  flray, 
They  cannot  finde  that  path,  which  firft  was  fliowne, 

A  4  But 
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But  wander  too  and  fro  in  waics  vnknowne, 
Furtheft  from  end  then  ?  when  they  neereft  weene, 
That  makes  the  doubt,their  wits  be  not  their  ownc: 
So  many  pathes,  fo  many  turnings  feene, 
That  which  of  them  to  take,in  diuerfe  doubt  they  been. 

At  laft  refoluing  forward  ftill  to  fare, 
Till  that  fome  end  they  finde  or  in  or  out, 
That  path  they  take,  that  beaten  feemd  mod  bare> 
And  like  to  lead  the  labyrinth  about; 
Which  when  by  trad  they  hunted  had  throughout* 
At  length  it  brought  them  to  a  hollovy^caue, 
Amid  the  thickeft  woods.  The  Champion  ftouc 
Eftfoones  difmounted  from  his  courfer  braue, 

And  to  the  Dwarfe  a  while  his  needleffe  fpere  he  gauc. 

Be  well  aware^quoth  then  thatLadie  milde, 
Leaft  fuddaine  mifchiefe  ye  too  raih  prouokc: 
The  danger  hid ,  the  place  vnknowne  and  wilde,. 
Breedes  dreadful!  doubts:  Oft  fire  is  without  fmoker 
And  perill  without  fliow:tberefore  your  hardy  ftrokc 
Sir  knight  with-hold,  till  further  tryall  made. 
Ah  Ladie  (  fayd  he )  fhame  were  to  reuoke, 
The  f  orward  footing  for  an  hidden  (hade :    (  wade* 

Virtue  giues  her  felfe  light ,  through  darkeneffe  for  to 

Yea  but  (quoth  fhe)  theperiltof  this  place 
I  better  wot  then  you,  though  nowe  too  late, 
To  wiih  you  backe  returne  with  foule  difgrace, 
Yet  wifedome  warnes ,  whileft  foot  is  in  the  gate, 
T  o  ftay  the  fteppc ,  ere  forced  to  retratc. 
This  is  the  wandring  wood,  this  Errours  den% 
Amonftervile,whomGod  and  man  does  hate: 
Therefore  I  read  beware.  Fly  fly  ("quoth  then 

Thz fearef  ull Dwarfe: )  this  is  no  place  for  liuing  men* 

But 
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But  full  of  fire  and  greedy  hardiment, 
The  youthfull  knight  could  not  for  ought  be  ftaidc, 
But  forth  vnto  the  darkfom  hole  he  went, 
And  looked  in:  his  gliftring  armor  made 
Alitle glooming  light;much  like  a  fhadc, 
By  which  he  faw  the  vgly  monfter  plainc, 
Halfelike  a  fcrpent  horribly  difplaide, 
But  th'other  halfe  did  womans  fhape  retained 

Moft  lothfom,fiIthie,fouIe,and  full  of  vile  difdaine* 

And  as  fhe  lay  vpon  the  durtie  ground, 
Her  huge  long  taile  her  den  all  ouerfpred, 
Yet  was  in  knots  and  many  boughtes  vpwound, 
Pointed  with  mortall  fting.Of  her  there  bred, 
A  thoufand  yong  ones5which  fhe  dayly  fed, 
Sucking  vpon  herpoifnous  dugs,eachone 
Of  fundriefhapes,yet  all  ill  fauored: 
Soone  as  that  vncouth light  vpan  them  flione, 

Into  her  mouth  they  crept,and  fuddain  all  were  gone* 

Their  dam  vpftart,out  of  her  den  eflfraide, 
And  rufhed  forth,hurling  her  hideous  taile 
About  her  curfed  head ^whofe  folds  difplaid 
Were  ftretcht  no  w  forth  at  length  witfroutentrailc* 
She  lookt  about,  and  feeing  one  in  mayle 
Armed  tapoint,  fought  backe  to  turne  againej 
For  light  the  hated  as  the  deadly  bale, 
Ay  wont  in  defert  darknes  to  remaine, 

Where  plain  none  might  her  fee,  nor  fhe  fee  any  plainev 

Which  when  the  valiant  Elfe  perceiu,d,he  lept 
As  Lyt>n  fierce  vpon  the  flying  pray, 
And  with  his  trenchand  blade  her  boldly  kept 
From  turning  backe,and  forced  her  to  ftay: 

A   j  ThcKt 
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TherewithenragU  foe  loudly  gan  to  bray, 
And  turning  fierce,her  fpeckledtaile  aduaunft, 
Thrcatning  her  angne  fting,him  to  difmay: 
Who  nought  aghaft,  his  mightiehand  enhaunft: 
The  ftroke  down  fro  her  head  vnto  her  fhoulder  glaunft 

Much  daunted  with  that  dint,her  fence  was  dazd, 
Yet  kindling  rage  her  felfe  foe  gathered  round, 
And  all  attonce  her  beaftly  bodic  raizd 
With  doubled  forces  high  aboue  the  ground: 
Tho  wrapping  vpher  wrcthed  fterne  arovvnd, 
Lept  fierce  vpon  his  fhield,and  her  huge  trains 
All  fuddenly  about  his  body  wound, 
That  hand  or  foot  to  ftirr  he  ftroue  in  vaine: 

God  helpc  the  man  fo  wrapt  in  Brrours  endlefle  traine. 

His  Lady  fad  to  fee  his  fore  confiraint, 

Cridc  out5Now  no  w  Sir  knight5(hew  what  ye  bee 
Add  faith  vnto  your  force,  and  be  not  faint: 
Strangle  her,els  fhefure  will  ftrangle  thee. 
That  when  he  heard,in  great  perplexitie,  \ 
His  gall  did  grate  for  griefcand  high  difdaine, 
And  knitting  all  his  force  got  one  hand  free, 


That  foone  to  loote  her  wicked  bands  did  her  coftraine. 

Therewith  {he  fpewd  out  of  her  filthie  maw 
A  floud  of  poyfon  horrible  and  blacke, 
Full  of  great  lumps  of  fiefli  and  gobbets  raw,  , 
Which  ftunckfo  vilJly,that  it  forft  him  flacke, 
His  grafping  hold,and  ftom  her  turne  him  backe: 
Her  vomit  full  of  bookes  and  papers  was, 
With  loathly  frogs  and  toades5which  eyes  did  lacke, 
And  creeping  fought  way  in  the  weedy  gras: 

Her  filthie  parbreakc  all  the  place  defiled  has. 


Wherewith  he 


her  gorge  with  fo  great  paine, 
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As  when  old  father  2W/W  gins  to  fwcll 

With  time!y  pride  aboue  the  Aegyptianv&lc, 

His  fattie  waucs  doe  fertile  flime  outwell. 

And  ouerflow  each  plaine  and  lowly  dale: 

But  when  his  later  ebbe  gins  t'auale, 

Huge  heapes  of  mudd  he  Ieaues,  wherin  there  breed 

Ten  thoufondkindes  of  creatures  partly  male 

And  partly  femall  of  his  fruitful  feed; 

Such  vgly  monftrous  fhapes  elfwher  may  no  man  reed. 

The  fame  fb  fore  annoyed  has  the  knight, 
That  welnigh  choked  with  the  deadly  ftinke, 
His  forces  faile,ne  can  no  lenger  fight. 
Whofe  corage  when  the  feend  perceiud  to  fhrinke, 
She  poured  forth  out  of  her  hcllifh  finkc 
Her  fruitfull  curfed  fpawne  of  ferpents  fmall, 
Deformed  monfters,fowle,and  blacke  as  inke, 
Whichlwarming  all  about  his  legs  did  crall, 

And  him  encombred  fore,but  could  not  hurt  at  alt 

As  gentle  Shephcard  in  fweete  euentide, 
When  ruddy  ?hebus  gins  to  welke  in  weft, 
High  on  an  nill,  his  flocke  to  vewei>wide, 
Markes  which  doe  byte  their  hafly  fupper  beft, 
A  cloud  of  cumbrous  gnattes  doe  him  molcft, 
All  ftriuing  to  infixe  their  feeble  (tinges, 
That  from  their  noyancc  he  no  where  can  reft, 
But  with  his  clo  wnifh  hands  their  tender  wings, 

He  brufheth  oft,and  oft  doth  mar  their  murmurings. 

Thus  ill  beftedd,and  fearefull  more  of  fhame, 
Then  of  the  certeine  perill  he  flood  in, 
Halfe  furious  vntoJiis  foe  he  came, 
Reiblud  in  minde  all  fuddenly  to  wi% 

Or 
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Or  foonc  to  Iofe,before  he  once  would  litis 
And  ftroke  at  her  with  more  then  manly  force, 
That  from  her  body  full  of  filthie  fin 
He  raft  her  hatef  ull  heade  without  remorfe; 
A  ftreame  of  cole  black  blood  forth  guflied  fro  her  corfc 

Her  fcattred  brood,  foone  as  their  Paren  t  deare 
They  faw  fo  rudely  falling  to  the  ground, 
Groning  full  deadly,  all  with  troublous  feare, 
Gathred  themfelues  about  her  body  round , 
Weening  their  wonted  entrance  to  haue  found 
At  her  wide  mouch:  but  being  there  withftood 
They  flocked  all  about  her  bleeding  wound, 
And  fucked  vp  their  dying  mothers  bloud, 

Making  her  death  their  life,and  eke  her  hurt  their  good. 

That  deteftable  fight  him  much  amazde, 
To  fee  th'vnkindly  Impes  of  heauen  accurft, 
Deuoure  their  dam;  on  whom  while  fo  he  gazd, 
Hauing  all  fatiffide  their  bloudy  thurft, 
Their  bellies  fwolne  he  faw  with  fulnefle  burft, 
And  bowels  gufhing  forth:  well  worthy  end 
Of  fuch  as  drunke  her  life,  the  which  them  nurft; 
Now  needeth  him  no  lenger  labour  fpend,  (contend. 
His  foes  haue  flaine  themfelues,  with  whom  he  fhould 

His  Lady  fecingall?ihatx:haunft5from  farre 
Approchtinhaft  to  greet  his  vidorie, 
And  faide,Faire  knight,  borne  vnderhappieftarre, 
Who  fee  your  vanquifht  foes  before  you  lye: 
Well  worthie  be  you  of  that  Armory, 
Wherein  ye  haue  great  glory  wonne  this  day, 
And  proou'd  your  ftrength  on  a  ftrong  enimie, 
Your  firfl:  aduenture:  many  fuch  I  pray, 

And  henceforth  euer  wiftyhat  like  fucceed  it  may. 

Then 
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Then  mounted  he  vpon  his  Steede  againe, 
And  with  the  Lady  backward  fought  to  wend; 
That  path  he  kepty  which  beaten  was  mod  plainc, 
Neeuer  would  to  any  by  way  bend, 
But  ftill  did  follow  one  vnto  the  end, 
The  which  at  laft  out  of  the  wood  them  brought. 
So  forward  on  his  way  (with  God  tofrend) 
He  paffedforth,and  new  aduenture  fought, 

Long  way  he  traueilcd7before  he  heard  of  ought. 

At  length  they  chaunft  to  meet  vpon  the  way 
An  aged  Sire,  in  long  blacke  weedes  yclad, 
His  feete  all  bare,his  beard  all  hoarie  gray, 
And  by  his  belt  his  booke  he  hanging  had; 
Sober  he  feemde,and  very  fagely  (ad, 
And  to  the  ground  his  eyes  were  lowly  bent* 
Simple  in  fhew,and  voide  of  malice  bad. 
And  all  the  way  he  prayed  as  he  went, 

And  often  knock  his  breftj,  as  one  that  did  repent. 

He  faire  the  knight  faluted,  Iouting  low, 

Who  faire  him  quited,as  that  courteous  was: 
And  after  asked  him,if  he  did  know 
Of  ftraunge  aduentures,  which  abroad  did  pas. 
Ah  my  deare  Sonne  (quoth  he)  how  fhouldjaks* 
Silly  old  man,that  liues  in  hidden  cell, 
Bidding  his  beades  all  day  for  his  trefpas, 
Tydings  of  warre  and  worldly  trouble  tell? 

With  holy  father  fits  not  with  iuch  thinges  to  mefl. 

But  if  of  daunger  which  hereby  doth  dwell> 
And  homebred  leuil  ye  defire  to  heare* 
Of  a  ftraunge  man  I  can  you  tidings  tell, 
That  wafteth  all  this  coumrie  farre  and  neare. 
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Offuch  (faide  he)I  chiefly  doe  inquerei 
And  fhall  thee  well  rewarde  to  (hew  the  place, 
In  which  that  wicked  wight  his  dayes  doth  weare: 
For  to  all  knighthood  it  is  foule  difgrace, 
That  fiich  a  curfed  creature  liues  fo  long  a  (pace. 

Far  hence  (quoth  he)  in  waftfull  wildernefle 
His  dwelling  is,by  which  no  liuing  wight 
May  eucr  pafle,  but  thorough  great  diftrefle. 
Now  (faide  the  Ladie)draweth  toward  night, 
And  well  I  wote,that  of  your  later  fight 
Ye  all  for  wearied  be:  for  what  fo  ftrong, 
But  wanting  reft  will  alfo  want  of  might? 
The  Sunne  thatmeafures  heauen  all  daylong, 

At  night  doth  baite  his  fteedes  the  Ocean  waues  emong. 

Then  with  the  Sunne  take  Sir,  your  timely  reft. 
And  with  new  day  new  worke  at  once  begin: 
Vntroubled  night  they  fay  giues  counfell  beft* 
Right  well  Sir  knight  ye  haue  aduifed  bin, 
Quoth  then  that  aged  man;  the  way  to  win 
Is  wifely  to  aduife:  now  day  is  fpent  j 
Therefore  with  me  ye  may  take  vp  your  In 
For  this  fame  night.  The  knight  was  well  content: 

So  with  that  godly  father  to  his  home  they  went. 

A  litle  lowly  Hermitage  it  was, 

Do wnc  in  a  dale^hard  by  a  forefls  fide. 
Far  from  refort  of  people,  that  did  pas 
In  traueill  to  and  froc:  a  litle  wyde 
There  was  an  holy  chappell  edify  de, 
Wherein  the  Hermite  dewly  wont  to  fay 
His  holy  thinges  each  mornc  and  euentyde: 
Thereby  a  chriftall  ftreame  did  gently  play, 

Which  from  a  facred  fountaine  welled  forth  alway. 

Arriued 
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Aniucd  there  the  litle  houfe  they  fill, 
Ne  lookefor  entertainement,  where  none  was; 
Reft  is  their  feaft,and  all  thinges  at  their  will; 
The  nobleft  mind  thebeft  contentment  has. 
With  faire  difcourfe  the  eueningfo  they  pas: 
For  that  olde  man  of  pleafing  wordes  had  ftore, 
And  well  could  file  his  tongue  asfmooth  as  glas, 
He  told  of  Saintes  and  Popes,and  euermore 

He  ftcowd  an  Am-Mary  after  and  before. 

ThedroupingNight  thus  creepeth  on  them  faft, 
And  the  fad  humor  loading  their  eye  liddes, 
As  meflenger  of  Morpheus  on  them  caft 
Sweet  flobring  deaw,the  which  tofleepthem  biddes: 
Vnto  their  lodgings  then  his  gueftesheriddes: 
Where  when  all  drownd  in  deadly  fleepe  he  fitides, 
He  to  his  ftudiegoes5and  there  amiddes 
His  magick  bookes  and  artes  of  fundrie  kindes. 

He  feekes  out  mighty  charmes,to  trouble  fleepy  minds. 

Then  choofing  out  few  words  moil  horrible, 
(Let  none  them  readj  thereof  did  verfes  frame, 
With  which  and  other  fpelles  like  terrible, 
He  bad  awake  blacke  Plutocs  griefly  Dame, 
And  curfed  heuen,andfpake  reprochful  fhame 
Of  higheft  God,the  Lord  of  life  and  light, 
A  bold  bad  man,  that  dar  d  to  call  by  name. 
Great  Gorgon,  prince  of  darknes  and  dead  night* 

At  which  Cocytus  quakes  and  Styx  is  put  to  flight. 

Andforth  he  cald  out  of  deepe  darknes  dredd 
Legions  of  Sprights,  the  which  like  litle  flyes 
Fluttring  about  his  euerdamnedhedd, 
A  waite  whereto  their  feruice  he  apply  cs^ 

To 


1 4         Tbefirftbookeofthe  Cant.X 

To  aide  his  friendes,  or  fray  his  cnimics: 
Of  thofe  he  chofe  out  two,the  falfefl  twoo. 
And  fi tteft  for  to  forge  true  -feem  ing  lyes ; 
The  one  of  them  he  gaue  a  meflage  coo, 
The  other  by  him  felfe  ftaide  other  worke  to  doo. 

He  makingfpeedy  way  through  fperfed  ayre, 

And  through  the  world  of  waters  wide  and  deepe, 
To  Morpheus  houfe  doth  haftily  repaire. 
Amid  the  bowels  of  the  earth  full  fteepe, 
And  low,  where  dawning  day  doth  neuer  peepc, 
His  dwelling  is;  there  T ethys  his  wet  bed 
Doth  euer  wafh,  and  Cynthia&ill  doth  fteepe 
In  filuer  dcaw  his  euer  drouping  hed, 

Whiles  fad  Night  ouer  him  her  matle  black  doth  fpred. 

Whofe  double  gates  he  findeth  locked  faft, 
The  one  faire  fram'd  of  burnifht  Yuory, 
The  other  all  with  filuer  ouercaft  5 
And  wakeful  dogges  before  them  farre  doe  lye. 
Watching  to  banifh  Care  their  enimy, 
Who  oft  is  wont  to  trouble  gentle  Sleepc. 
By  them  the  Sprite  doth  pafle  in  quietly, 
Andvnto  Morpheas  comes,  whom  drowned  deepe 

In  dro  wfie  fit  he  findes:  of  nothing  he  takes  keepe. 

And  more,  to  lulle  him  in  his  (lumber  (oft, 

A  trickling  ftreame  from  high  rock  tumbling  downe 

And  euery  drizling  raine  vpon  the  loft, 

Mixt  with  a  murmuring  winde,  much  like  thefowric 

OffwarmingBees^did  caft  him  in  a  fwowne: 

No  other  noyfe,  nor  peoples  troublous  cryes, 

As  £lill  are  wont  t 'annoy  the  walled  towne, 

Might  there  be  heard:  but  careleffe  Quiet  lyes, 

Wrapt  in  etcrnall  filencc  farre  from  enimy  es# 

The 
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The  Mcffcngcr  approching  to  him  fpalce, 

But  his  wafte  wordes  retournd  to  him  in  vainc: 
So  found  he  flept,that  nought  mought  him  awake. 
Then  rudely  he  hini  thruft3and  puftit  with  paine, 
Whereat  he  gan  to  ftretch:  but  he  againe 
Shook*  him  fo  hard,  that  forced  him  to  fpeakc. 
As  one  then  in  a  dreame,whofe  dryer  braine 
Is  toft  with  troubled  fighes  and  fancies  weake, 
He  mumbled  foft,but  would  not  all  his  filence  breake. 

The  Sprite  then  gan  more  boldly  him  to  wake, 
And  threatned  vnto  him  the  dreaded  name 
Of  Hecate:  whereat  he  gan  to  quake, 
And  lifting  vp  his  lompifh  head,  with  blame 
Halfe  angrie  asked  him/or  what  he  came. 
Hether  (quoth  he)  me  Archimagoknty 
He  that  the  ftubborne  Sptites  can  wifely  tame, 
He  bids  thee  to  him  fend  for  his  intent 

A  fit  falfe  dreame,that  can  delude  the  flecpers  fent. 

The  God  obayde,  and  calling  forth  ftraight  way 
A  diuerfe  dreame  out  of  his  prifon  darke, 
Deliuered  it  to  him,and  downe  did  lay 
His  heauie  head,deuoide  of  careful  carke, 
Whofe  fences  all  were  ftraight  benumbd  and  ftarkc. 
Hebacke  returningby  the  Yuoric  dore, 
Remounted  vp  as  light  as  chearefull  Larkc, 
And  on  his  litle  winges  the  dreame  he  bore, 

In  haft  vnto  his  Lord,where  he  him  left  afore. 

Who  all  this  while  with  charmes  and.  hidden  artcs, 

Had  made  a  Lady  of  that  other  Spright, 

And  fram'd  of  liquid  ayre  her  tender  partes 

So  liuely  and  fo  like  in  all  mens  fight, 

;  •     £  That 
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That  weaker  fence  it  could  hauerauifht  quight:  * 
The  maker  felfe  for  all  his  wondrous  witt, 
Was  nigh  beguiled  with  fo  goodly  fight: 
Her  all  in  white  he  clad,  and  ouer  it 
Caft  a  black ftole3moft  Lke  to feemefor  Vna fit. 

Now  when  thatydle  dreame  was  to  him  brought* 
Vnto  that  Elfinknight  he  bad  him  fly, 
Where  he  ftept  foundly  void  of  eu:l  thought* 
And  with  falfe  fhewes  abufe  his  fantafy, 
In  fort  as  he  him  fchoolcd  priuily: 
And  chat  new  creature  borne  without  her  dew* 
Full  of  the  makers  guyle  with  vfage  fly 
He  taught  to  imitate  that  Lady  trew, 

Whofe  femblance  llie  did  carrie  vnder  feigned  hew,, 

G 

Thus  well  inflru&e d,  to  their  worke  they  hafte, 
And  comming  where  the  knight  in  flomber  lay^ 
The  one  vpon  his  hardie  head  him  plafte,. 
And  made  him  dreame  of  loues  and  luftfull  play, 
That  nigh  his  manly  hart  did  melt  away, 
Bached  in  wanton  blis  and  wicked  ioyr 
Then  feemed  him  his  Lady  by  hira  lay, 
And  to  him  playnd,how  that  falfc  winged  boy5  (toy! 

HerchaftehsrthadfubdewdA  tolearne  Dame  pleasures 

And  Hie  her  felfe  of  beautie  foueraigne  Queene, 
Fayrer<r^feemde  vnto  his  bed  to  bring 
Her,  whom  he  waking  eucrmore  did  weene, 
To  bee  the  chafteft  flowrej,  that  aye  did  fprin  g 
Onearthly  braunch3the  daughter  ofa  king> 
Now  a  loofe  Lcman  to  vile  feruice  bound: 
And  eke  the  Graces  feemed  all  to  fing, 
H ymen  d  Hyme& jaunting  all  around, 

Whylft  frefheft  Flora  her  with  Yuic  girlond  crovvnd. 
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In  this  great  paffion  of  vnwontcd  luft,  ^ 
Or  wonted  fcare  of  doing  ought  amis, 
He  ftarteth  vp,  as  feeming  to  miftruft, 
Some  fecret  ill,  or  hidden  foe  of  his : 
Lo  there  Before  his  face  his  Ladie  is, 
Vnder  blacke  flole  hyding  her  bay  ted  hooke, 
And  as  halfe  blufhing  offred  him  to  kis, 
With  gentle  blandifhment  and  louely  lookc, 

Moftlike  that  virgin  true,which  for  her  knight  him  took 

All cleane  difmayd  to  fee  fo  vncouth  fight, 
And  halfe  enraged  at  her  fliameleffe  guife, 
He  thought  haue  flaine  her  in  his  fierce  defpight, 
But  haftieheattempring  with  fufferance  wife, 
He  ftayde  his  hand ,  andgan  himfelfe  aduife 
To  prouc  his  fenfe,  and  tempt  her  faigned  truth. 
Wringing  her  hands  in  wemenspitteous  wife, 
Tho  can  fhe  weepe,  to  ftirre  vp  gentle  ruth, 

Both  for  her  noble  blood,  and  for  her  tender  youth. 

And  fayd,  Ah  Sir,  my  liege  Lord  and  my  louc, 

Shall  I  accufe  the  hidden  cruell  fate, 

And  mightie  caufes  wrought  in  hcauen  aboue; 

Or  the  blind  God,  that  doth  me  thus  amate, 

For  hoped  loue  to  winne  me  certaine  hate  ? 

Yet  thus  perforce  he  bids  me  do,  or  die. 

Die  is  my  dew :  yet  rcw  my  wretched  ftatc 

You,  whom  my  hard  auenging  deftinic 
Hath  made  iudge  of  my  life  or  death  indifferently. 

Your  o  wne  deare  fake  for  ft  me  at  firfl:  to  leauc 

My  Fathers  kingdom ,  There  (he  ftopt  with  tearCSj 
Her  fwollen  hart  her  fpeech  fcemdto  bereaue, 
And  then  againebegonne,  My  weaker  ycares  % 

B  2  Capaud 
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CaptiuM  to  fortune  and  fray  le  worldly  fcares 
Fly  to  your  fayth  for  fuccour  and  fure  aydc: 
Let  me  not  die  in  languor  and  long  teares* 
Why  Dame  ("quoth  he  )  what  hath  ye  thus  difmayd? 
What  frayes  ye,  that  were  wont  to  comfort  mc  affrayd? 

Louc  of  your  felfe,  (he  faide,  and  deare  conftraint 
Lets  me  notfleepe  ,  but  wafte  the  wearie  night 
Infecretanguifli  and  vnpittied  plaint, 
Whiles  you  in  carelefle  flecpe  are  drowned  quighc. 
Her  doubtful!  words  made  that  redoubted  kniglic 
Sufpe£t  her  truth :  yet  fince  no'vntruth  he  knew, 
Her  fawning  louc  w  ith  foule  difdaiiiefull  fpight 
He  would  not  fhend ,  but  faid ,  Deare  dame  I  rcw. 

That  for  my  fake  vnknowne  fuch  griefe  vnto  you  gre wfc 

AfTurc  your  felfe,  it  fell  not  all  to  grou  nd ; 
For  all  fo  deare  as  life  is  to  my  hart, 
I  deeme  your  louc,  and  hold  me  to  you  bound  $ 
Nelet  vainefeares  procureyour  needleffe  fmarty 
Where  caufe  is  none ,  but  to  your  reft  depart. 
Not  all  content,  yet  feemd  (he  to  appeafe 
Her  mournefull  plain tcs ,  beguiled  of  her  art, 
And  fed  with  words,  that  could  not  chofe  but  pleafe^ 

So  flyding  foftly  forth,  (he  turnJ as  to  her  cafe. 

Long  after  lay  he  mufing  at  her  mood,. 

Muchgrieu'd  to  thinke  that  gentle  Dame  fo  light,. 
For  whofc  defence  he  was  to  fhed  hi*  blood. 
At  laft  dull  wearines  of  former  fight 
Hauing  yrockt  a  fleepe  his  irkefome  fpright, 
That  troublous  dreamc  gan  frelhly  tofle  his  brainc, 
With  bowres,  and  beds,  and  ladies  deare  delight: 
But  when  he  faw  his  labour  all  was  vaine, 

With  that  misformedlpright  he  backe  returnd  again* 

Cant- 
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The  guilef nil  great  Enchamter  farts. 
2§        The  %&dcrofse  Knight  from  Truth : 
355    Into  tyhofe Jlepsfairefaljhood  ftefst 
And  Voorkes  him  ypoefull ruth* 


BY  this  the  Northcrnc  wagoner  had  let 
Hisfcucnfold  temc  behind  the  ftedfaft  ftarre, 
That  was  in  Ocean  waues  yet  neuer  wet, 
Bur  firme  is  fixt,  and  fendeth  light  from  farre 
To  al,  that  in  the  wide  deepc  wandrin  g  arre: 
And  chearefull  Chaunticlere  with  his  notcfhriU 
Had  warned  once,  that  Phoebus  fiery  carre, 
In  haft  was  climbing  vp  the  Eafterne  hill, 
Full  cnuious  that  night  fo  long  his  roome  did  fill. 

When  thofe  accurfed  meffengers  of  hell, 

That  feigning  dreame,and  that  faire-forged  Spright 
Came  to  their  wicked  maifter,  and  gan  tel 
Their  bootelcfle  paines.and  ill  fucceeding  night: 
Who  all  in  rage  to  fee  his  flrilfull  might 
Deluded  fo,  gan  threaten  hellifh  paine 
And  fad  Projerpmes  wrath,  them  to  affright. 
But  when  he  law  his  threatning  was  but  vaine, 

He  caftabout,and  fcarcht  his  baleful  bokes  againe. 

Efcfooncs  he  tooke  that  mifcreated  fairc, 

And  thatfalfc  other  Spright,on  whom  he  fprcd 

A  fceming  body  of  the  fubtile  aire, 

Like  ayoung  Squire,  in  loucs  and  lufty  hed 

B  i  His 
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His  wanton  daics  that  euer  loofely  led. 
Without  regard  of  ar  mes  and  dreaded  fight: 
Thofe  twoo  he  toofce,  and  in  a  fecrete  bed, 
Couered  with  darkenes  and  mifdeeming  night, 
Them  both  together  laid^to  ioy  in  vaine  delight. 

Forthwith  he  runnes  with  feigned  faithful!  hart: 
Vnto  his  gueft,  who  after  troublous  fights 
And  dreames  gan  now  to  take  more  found  rcpaft, 
Whom  fuddenly  he  wakes  with  fearful  frights, 
As  one  aghaft  with  feends  or  da mned  fprights, 
And  to  him  cals.  Rife  rife  vnhappy  Swainc, 
That  here  wex  old  in  fleepe,  whiles  wicked  wights 
Haue  knit  themfelues  in  Ferns  fhameful  chaihe; 

Come  fee,  where  your  falfe  Lady  doth  her  honor  ftainc. 

All  in  amaze  he  fuddenly  vp  Hart 

With  fword  in  hand,  and  with  the  old  man  went$ 
Who  foone  him  brought  into  a  fecret  part, 
Where  that  falfe  couple  were  full  clofely  ment 
In  wanton  luft  and  leud  enbracement: 
Which  when  he  faw,hc  burnt  with  gealous  fire, 
The  eie  of  reafon  was  with  rage  yblent, 
And  would  haueflaine  them  in  his  furious  ire, 

But  hardly  was  rcftreincd  of  that  aged  fire. 

Retourning  to  his  bed  in  torment  great, 
And  bitter  anguifh  of  his  guilty  fight, 
He  could  not  reft,  but  did  his  ftout  heart  ea  t, 
And  waft  his  inward  gall  with  deepe  defpight, 
Yrkefomeoflifc,  and  too  long  lingring  night. 
At  laft  faire  Hefperus  in  higheft  fide 
Had  fpent  his  lape,and  brought  forth  dawning  light, 
TheQ  vp  he  rofe,  and  clad  him  haftily. 

The  dwarfe  hinvbrought  his  fteed;  fo  both  away  do  fly. 

Now 
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Now  when  the  rofy  fingred  Morning  fairc£ 
Weary  of  aged  Ttthones  faffton  bed, 
Had  (pred  her  purple  robe  through  deawy  aire, 
And  the  high  hils  Titan  difcouered, 
The  royall  virgin  fhookc  of  droufyhed, 
And  rifing  forth  out  of  her  bafer  bo  wre, 
Lookt  for  her  knight,  who  far  away  was  fled, 
And  for  her  dwarfe,  that  wont  to  wait  each  howrc; 

Then  gan  (he  wail  and  weepc,to  fee  that  woeful  ftowre. 

And  after  him  fhe  rode  withfo  much  fpeede, 
As  her  flo  we  beaft  could  makc$but  all  in  vaine: 
For  him  fo  far  had  borne  his  light-foot  tteede, 
Pricked  with  wrath  and  fiery  fierce  difdaine, 
That  him  to  follow  was  butfruitlefle  paine;"> 
Yet  fhe  her  weary  Iimbes  would  neuer  reft, 
But  eucry  hil  and  dale,each  wood  and  plaine 
Did  fearch,  fore  grieued  in  her  gentle  breft, 

He  fo  vngently  left  her^whome  fhe  loued  bclh 

But  fubtill  Archimago  when  his  gucfts 
He  (aw  diuided  into  double  parts^ 
And  Vntt  wandringin  woods  and  forrefts, 
Th'end  of  his  drifr3  he  praifd  his  diuelifh  arts, 
That  had  fuch  might  ouer  true  meaning  harts: 
Yetrefts  notfo?  but  other  meanes  doth  make, 
How  he  may  worke  vnto  her  further  fmarts: 
For  her  he  hated  as  the  hiffing  fnake, 

And  in  her  many  troubles  did-moft  pleafure  take. 

He  then  deuifde  himfelfc  how  to  difguife 
For  by  his  mighty  fcience  he  could  take 
As  many  formes  and  ftiapes  in  feeming  wife, 
As  cuer  Proteus  to  himfelfe  c ould  make: 

B  4  Sometime 


22        Thefirft'Boohof  Cant.IL 

Sometime*  fowlc,  fbmetime  a  fifh  in  lake, 
Now  like  a  foxe,  now  like  a  dragon  fell, 
That  of  himfelfe  heoftefor  feare  would  quake, 
And  oft  would  flie  away,  O  who  can  tell 
The  hidden  po  wrc  of  herbes,and  might  of  Magick  fpcl> 

But  now  (eemde  beft,  the  perfon  to  put  on 
Of  that  goodknight,his  late  beguiled  gueft: 
In  mighty  armcs  he  was  yclad  anon: 
And  filuer  fhield,  vpon  his  coward  breft 
A  bloody  crofTe,  and  on  his  crauen  creft 
A  bounch  of  heares  difcolourd  diuerfly: 
Full  iolly  knight  he  feemde,and  wel  addreft, 
And  when  he  fate  vppon  his  courferfree. 

Saint  George  himfelfe  ye  would  haue  deemed  him  to  be. 

But  he  the  knighc,whofe  femblaunt  he  did  beare, 
The  true  Saint  George  was  wandred  far  away, 
Still  flying  from  his  thoughts  and  gealous  feare; 
Will  was  his  guide, and  griefe  led  him  affray. 
At  laft  him  chaunft  to  meete  vpon  the  way 
AfaithlefleSarazinallarmde  topoint, 
In  whofe  great  fhield  was  wric  with  letters  g&y 
Sans  fry;  full  large  of  lim  be  and  euery  ioint 

He  was,  and  cared  notfor  God  or  man  a  pointy 

Heehadafaire  companion  of  his  way, 
A  goodly  Lady  clad  in  fcarlotrcd, 
Purfled  with  gold  and  pearle  of  rich  aflay, 
And  like  a  ?erjian  mitre  on  her  hed  * 
Shee  wore,  with  crowns  and  owehes  garnifhed^ 
The  which  her  lauifhlouers  to  her  gaue. 
Her  wanton  palfrey  all  wasouerfpred 
With  tinfell  trappings,  wouen  like  a  waue, 

Whofebridlerung  with  golden bels  and  boffcsbraue. 

With 
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With  fake  difport  and  courting  dalliauncc 
She  intertainde  her  louer  ail  the  way: 
But  when  flic  fow  the  knight  his  fpearc  adtiamice, 
Shec  foone  left  of  her  mirth  and  wanton  play, 
And  bad  her  knight  addreffe  him  to  the  fray: 
His  foe  was  nigh  at  hand.  He  prickte  with  pride 
Andhopetowinnehis  Ladies  heatte  that  day. 
Forth  fpurred faft :  adowne bis  courfers  fide 
The  red  bloud  trickling  ftaind  the  way,  as  he  did  ride. 

The  knight  of  the  Redcroffc  when  him  he  fpide, 
Spurring  fo  hoce  with  rage  difpiteous, 
Can  fairely  couch  his  fpeare,  and  towards  ride: 
Soonemeete  they  both,  both  fell  and  furious, 
That  daunted  with  thcyr  forces  hideous, 
Theit  fteeds  doe  dagger,  and  amazed  (land, 
And  eke  themfelues  too  rudely  rigorous, 
Aftonied  with  the  ftroke  of  their  owne  hand, 

Doe  backe  rebutte,  and  ech  to  other  ycaldeth  land. 

As  when  two  rams  ftird  with  ambitious  pride, 
Fight  for  the  rule  of  the  rich  fleeced  flocke, 
Their  horned  fronts  fo  fierce  on  either  fide, 
Doe  meete>that  with  the  terror  of  the  fhocke. 
Aftonied  both  ,  ftandsfenceleffe  as  a  blocke, 
Forgetfull  of  the  hanging  vidory: 
So  ftood  thefe  twaine,  vnmoued  as  a  rocke, 
Both  (taring  fierce,  and  holding  idely, 

The  broken  rcliques  of  their  former  cruelty. 

The  Sara^in  fore  daunted  with  the  buffe 

Snatcheth  his  fword,  and  fiercely  to  him  flies; 
Who  well  it  wards,  and  quyteth  cuff  with  cuff: 
Each  others  equallpiufTaunce  enuies, 

And 
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And  through  their  iron  fides  with  cruelties 
Does  feeke  to  perce:  repining  courage  yields 
No foote  to  foe.  The  flaihing  fier  flies 
As  from  a  forge  out  of  their  burning  (hields, 
And  ftreams  ofpurple  bloud  new  dies  the  vcrdat  fields 

Curfe  on  that  Crofle(qd.  then  the  Sarazin ) 
That  keepes  thy  body  from  the  bitter  fitt; 
Dead  long  ygoe  I  wote  thou  haddeft  bin, 
Had  not  that  charme  from  thee  forwarned  itt: 
But  yet  I  warne  thee  now  aflured  fitt, 
And  hide  thy  head.  Therewi  th  vpon  his  creft 
With  rigor fo  outrageous  he  fmitt. 
That  a  large  (hare  it  hewd  out  of  the  reft,  (bleft. 

And  glauncing  downc  his  fhield,from  blame  him  fairely 

Who  thereat  wondrous  wroth,  the  fleeping  {park 
Ofnatiue  vertuegan  cftfboncs  reuiue, 
And  at  his  haughty  helmet  making  mark, 
So  hugely  ftrokep  that  it  the  fteele  didriue, 
And  cleft  his  head.  He  tumbling  downe  aliue, 
With  bloudy  mouth  his  mother  earth  did  kis, 
Greeting  his  graue:his  grudging ghoft  did  ftriue 
With  the  frail  e  fleflij  at  laft  it  flitted  is, 

Whether  the  fbules  doe  fly  of  men^thatliue  amis. 

The  Lady  when  fhe  faw  her  champion  fall, 
Like  the  old  mines  of  a  broken  to  wre, 
Staid  not  to  waile  his  woefull  funeral!, 
But  from  him  fled  away  with  all  her  powre$ 
Who  after  her  as  haftiiy  gan  fco  wre, 
Bidding  the  dwarfe  with  him  to  bring  away 
The5"^^/>5fhield,figneofthe  concjuerourc, 
Her  foone  he  ouertooke,  and  bad  to  ftay, 

For  prefent  caufe  was  none  of  dread  her  to  difmay. 

Shec 
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Sh  ce  turning  backc  with  rucfull  countenaunce, 
Cride,  Mercy  mercy  Sir  vouchfafe  to  (how 
On  filly  Dame3  fubiedi:  to  hard  mifchauncc. 
And  to  your  mighty  wil.  Her  hu  mblcflc  low 
In  fo  ritch  weedes  and  teeming  glorious  fhow, 
Did  much  emmone  his  ftout  heroi'eke  heart, 
And  faid,  Deare  d  ame,your  fuddein  ouerthrow 
Much  rueth  me;  but  now  put  feare  apart, 

And  tel3both  who  ye  be3  and  who  that  toolce  your  part. 

Melting  in  teares,  then  gan  fhee  thus  lament; 
The  wreched  woman,  whom  vnhappy  howre 
Hath  now  made  thrall  to  your  commandement, 
Before  that  angry  heauens  lift  to  lo  wrc, 
And  fortune  falfe  bctraide  me  to  thy  powre, 
Was,  (O  what  now  auaileth  that  I  was?) 
Borne  the  fole  daughter  of  an  Emperour, 
He  that  the  wide  Weft  vndcr  his  rule  has, 

And  high  hath  fet  his  throne,  where 'Tibcris  doth  pas. 

He  in  the  firft  flo  wre  of  my  frefheft  age, 
Betrothed  me  vnto  the  onely  haire 
Ota  moft  mighty  king,  moft  rich  and  fage, 
Was  netier  Prince  fo  faithful!  and  fo  faire, 
Was  neuer  Prince  fo  meeke  and  debonaire; 
But  ere  my  hoped  day  of  fpoufall  fhone, 
My  deareft  Lord  fell  from  high  honors  ftaire, 
Into  the  hands  of  hys  accurfed  fone3 

And  cruelly  was  flainc,  that  (hall  I  euer  monc. 

Hisblefled  bodyfpoild  of  liuely  breath, 
Was  afterward ,  I  know  not  how,  conuaid 
And  fro  me  hid:  of  whofe  moft  innocent  death 
When  tidings  came  to  mee  vnhappy  maid, 

Obow 
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O  how  great  forrow  my  fad  foulea  fTaid, 
Then  forth  I  went  his  woefull  corfe  to  find, 
And  many  yearcs  throughout  the  world  I  ftraid, 
A  virgin  widow,  whofc  deepe  wounded  mind 
With  loue,long  time  did  languid)  as  the  ftriken  hind, 

At  laft  it  chaunced  this  proud  Saratyty 

To  meete  mc  wandring,  who  perforce  me  led 
With  him  away,  but  yet  could  neuer  win 
The  Fort,that  Ladies  hold  in  foueraignc  dread* 
There  lies  he  now  with  foule  difhonor  dead, 
Who  whiles  he  liudc,  was  called  proud  Sansfojr, 
The  cldcft  of  three  brethren,  all  three  bred 
Of  one  bad  fire,  whofc  youngefl:  isSamioy, 

And  twixt  them  both  was  born  the  bloudy  bold  Sandoy, 

In  this  fad  plight,  friendleffe,  vnfortunate, 
Now  miferable  I  Fideffa  dwell, 
Crauin  g  of  you  in  pi  tty  of  my  ftate, 
To  doe  none  ill,  if  plcafe  ye  not  doe  well . 
He  in  great  paffion  al  this  while  did  dwell, 
More  bufying  his  quicke  eies,  her  face  to  view, 
Then  his  dull  cares,  to  heare  what  fliec  did  tell, 
And  faid,  fairc  Lady  hart  of  flint  would  rew 

The  vndefcrued  woes  and  forrowes ,  which  ye  (hew. 

Henceforth  in  fafe  affuraunce  may  ye  reft, 
Hauing  both  found  a  new  friend  you  to  aid, 
And  loll  an  old  foe,  that  did  you  moleft: 
Better  new  friend  then  an  old  foe  is  faid. 
With  chaungeofchear  the  fccmingfimplcmaid 
Let  fal  her  eien,  as  ihamefaft  to  the  earth, 
And  yecldingfoft,  in  that  fte  nought  gain -faid, 
So  forth  they  rode,hc  feining  fcemdy  merth, 

And  fliec  coy  lookes:  fo  dainty  they  fay  maketh  derth. 
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Long  time  they  thus  together  traueilcd, 
Til  weary  of  their  way,  they  came  atlaft, 
Where  grew  two  goodly  trees,  that  fairedid  (prcd 
Their  armes  abroad,  with  gray  moffc  ouereaft, 
And  their  greene  leaues  trembling  with  euery  blaft^ 
Made  a  calme  fhadowe  far  in  compaflc  round: 
The  fearefuli  Shepheard  often  there  aghaft 
Vnder  them  neuer  fat,  nc  wont  there  found 

His  mery  oaten  pipe,  butfliund  t!i  vnlucky  ground* 

But  this  good  knight  foone  as  he  them  can  fpic* 
For  the  coole  (Bade  him  thither  haftly  got: 
For  golden  Phoebus  now  that  mounted  hie> 
From  fiery  wheeles  of  his  faire  chariot 
Hurled  his  beame  fo  fcorching  cruell  hot, 
That  Hiring  creature  mote  it  not  abide} 
And  his  new  Lady  it  endured  not. 
There  they  alight,  in  hope  chemfelues  to  hide 

From  the  fierce  heat,  and  reft  their  weary  limbs  a  tidie* 

Faire  feemely  plcafaunce  each  to  oth er  makes* 
With  goodly  purpofes  there  as  they  fit: 
And  in  his  falfed  fancy  be  her  takes 
To  be  the  faireft  wight,  that  lined  yit; 
Which'to  exprefTe3he  bends  his  gentle  wit, 
And  thinking  of  thofe  braunches  greene  to  frame 
A  girlond  for  her  dainty  forehead  fit, 
He  pluckt  a  bough;  out  of  whofe  riftc  there  came* 

Smal  drops  of  gory  bloud,that  trickled  down  the  fame; 

Therewith  a  piteous  yelling  voice  was  heard, 
Crying,  O  fpare  with  guilty  hands  to  teare 
My  tender  fides  in  this  rough  rynd  embard, 
But  fly,  ah  fly  far  hencfe  away>  forfeare 

U3& 
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Lcaft  to  you  hap,that  happened  to  me  heare, 
And  to  this  wretched  Lady,  my  deare  lone, 
O  too  deare  lotie,Ioue  bought  with  death  too  deare. 
Aftond  he  flood,  and  vp  his  heare  did  houe, 

And  with  that  fuddein  horror  could  no  member  mouc. 

At  laft  whenas  the  dreadfull  paffion 
Was  ouerpaft,and  manhood  well  awake, 
Yet  mufing  at  the  ftraunge  occafion, 
And  doubting  much  his  fence,  he  thus  befpake- 
What  voice  of  damned  Ghoft  from  Limbo  lake> 
Or  guilefullfpright  wandring  in  empty  aire, 
Both  which  fraile  men  doe  oftentimes  miftake, 
Sends  to  my  doubtful  cares  thefe  fpeaches*rare, 

And  tuefull  plants,  me  bidding  guiltleffe  blood  to  fpare? 

Then  groning  deep.  Nor  damned  Ghoft,  (qd.he,) 
Nor  guileful  fprite  to  thee  thefe  words  doth  fpeake, 
But  once  a  man  Fradubio^  now  a  tree, 
Wretched  man,  wretched  tree;  whofe  nature  weakc 
A  cruell  witch  her  curfed  will  to  wreake, 
Hath  thus  tranfformd,  and  plaft  in  open  plaines, 
Where  Boreas  doth  blow  full  bitter  bleake, 
And  fcorching  Sunne  does  dry  my  fecret  vaines: 
For  though  a  tree  I  fcme,yet  cold  &  heat  me  painesj 

Say  on  Fradubio  then ,  or  man,  or  tree, 

Qd,  then  the  knight,  by  whofe  mifchieuous  arts 
Art  thou  miffhaped  thus3as  now  I  fee.? 
He  oft  finds  med'eine,  who  his  gricfe  imparts; 
But  double  griefs  afflid  concealing  harts, 
As  raging  flames  who  ftriueth  to  fuppreffe. 
The  author  then  (faid  he)  of  all  my  (marts, 
Is  one  Due/a  a  falfe  forcerefTe, 

That  many  errac  knights  hath  brogh  t  to  wrctchedncflc. 

In 
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In  prime  of  youthly  yeares,when  corage  hotE 

The  fire  of  loue  and  ioy  of  cheualree 

Firft  kindled  in  my  breft,  it  was  my  lott 

To  lone  this  gentle  Lady,  wh  ome  ye  fee, 

Now  not  a  Lady,  butaieemingtree; 

With  vvhome  as  once  I  rode  accompany de> 

Mechaunced  of  a  knight  encountred  bee, 

That  had  a  like  faire  Lady  by  his  fyde, 
Lyke  a  faireLady,  but  did f owic  Duejfa  hy  de, 

Whofe  forged  beauty  he  did  take  in  hand, 
All  other  Dames  to  haue  exceded  farre- 
I  in  defence  of  mine  did  like  wife  flan  d, 
Mine^that  did  then  fhine  as  the  Morning  ftarres 
So  both  to  batteill fierce  arraunged  arre, 
In  which  his  harder  fortune  was  to  fall 
Vnder  my  fpeare :  fuch  is  the  dye  of  warren 
His  Lady  lef  t  as  a  prife  martially 
Did  yield  her  comely  perfona  to  be  at  my  call- 
So  doubly  loud  of  ladies  vnlike  faire, 

Th'one  feeming  fuch,  the  other  fuch  indeede^ 
One  day  in  doubt  I  caft  for  to  compare* 
Whether  in  beauties  gloriedid  exceede^i 
ARoly  girlond  was  the  vi&ors  mcedcr 
Both  feemde  to  win^and  both  feemde  won  tobee^ 
So  hard  the  difcord  was  to  be  agreede* 
Fralijfa  was  as  faire,  as  faire  mote  bee, 
And  euer  falfe  l)»^  feemde  as  faire  as  ftec. 

The  wicked  witch  now  feeing  all  this  white 
The  doubtfull  ballaunce  equally  to  fwayv 
What  not  by  right,  flic  caft  to  win  by  guile,. 
And  by  her  hellifli  fcience  raifd  ftreighc  way 

A  foggy 
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A  foggy  mift,  that  ouercaft  the  day, 
And  a  dull  blaft,  that  breathing  on  her  face, 
Dimmed  her  former  beauties  Chining  ray, 
And  with  foule  vgly  forme  did  h'er  difgrace: 
Then  was  (he  fayre  alonc,when  none  was  faire  in  place. 

Then  cride  fheou^fye/ye^eformed  wight, 
Whofe  borrowed  beautie  now  appeareth  plainc 
To  haue  before  bewitched  all  mens  fight; 

0  leaue  her  foone,  or  let  her  foone  be  flaine. 
Her  loathly  vifage  viewing  with  difdaine, 
Eftfoones  I  thought  her  fuch;as  fhe  me  told, 
And  would  haue  kild  her;  but  with  faigncd  painc, 
The  falfc  witch  did  my  wrathfull  hand  with-hold: 

So  left  her,  where  fhe  now  is  turnd  to  treen  mould. 

Then  forth  I  tobke  Duejja  for  my  Dame, 

And  in  the  witch  vnweeting  ioyd  longtime, 
Ne  euer  wift,  but  that  fhe  was  the  fame , 
Till  on  a  day  (that  day  is  euerie  Prime, 
When  Witches  wont  do  penance  for  their  crime) 

1  chaunft  to  fee  her  in  her  proper  hew , 
Bathing  herfelfein  origaneand  thyme: 
A  filthy  foule  old  woman  Ididvew, 

That  euer  to  haue  toucht  hcr,I  did  deadly  rew. 

Her  neather  partes  miffhapen ,  monftruous, 
W ere  hidd  in  water,that  I  could  not  fee, 
But  they  did  feemc  more  foule  and  hideous, 
Then  womans  fhape  man  would  beleeue  to  bee. 
Then  forth  from  her  moil  beaftly  companie 
I  gan  refraine ,  in  minde  to  flipp  away, 
Soone  as  appeard  fafe  opportunitie : 
For  danger  great ,  if  not  alTurd  decay 

I  fa  w  before  mine  eyes,  if  I  were  knowne  to  flray. 

The 
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^  -tffirnd  oyntments  didbefincatc 

That  all  my  fenfes  were  bereaued  qmgh  • 
?hfnbroughtmcmcinto  this  defcrt  waftc, 

BaSCmliuinswights^rvveaneda^vvcvvaftc. 
ButhowlongtimeJaidthenthcElfintoight, 

O  how,  fay  d  he,  mote  I  that  well  out  find 
?hatmireflo«youtoy6urwontedwell? 

Time  andfuffifed  fates  to  former  kynd 
Shd"sr"ftore,noneelfefromhencemayvsvnbynd. 

The  falfe  Duefs ,  now  T*fc  ftjgj> J 

HP9rd  how  in  va  nefw^  did  lament, 

And  knew  wellall  was  true.  But  the  good  kmght 

When  all this  fpeccbl fee  lining  tree  had  fpent 
ThSeXg  bough  didthruft  into  theground, 

Thatf, ^omrifebloodhemightbeinnocent, 

I  iShfrSh  clay  did  cloTe  the  wooden  wound : 

Herfeemingdeadhcfownd  withjeignedfeare, 
As  aU  vLeeting  of  that  wellfhe  knew,  , 
AndP  yndh.mlelfewuhbnfiecaretoreare 
Hero^/of  careleflefwowne.  Her eyhds blew- 
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And  dimmed  fight  with  pale  and  deadly  hew 
At  la  ft  flie  vp  gan  lift :  with  trembling  chcarc 
Her  vp  he  tooke,  too  fimple  and  too  trew5 
And  oft  her  kift.  At  length  all  patted  feare, 
He  fet  her  on  heir  fteede,  and  forward  forth  did  bearc. 

Cant.  III. 

Forfaken  Truth  long  fakes  her  loue, 
And  makes  the  Lyon  my Idc, 


2tf£rcs  Wind  Devotions  mart,  &fals 
In  hand  of  leach  our  vylde. 

'VTOught  is  there  vnder  heau'ns  wide  hollo wnefle, 
^  That  moucs  more  deare  compaffion  of  mind , 
Then  beautie  brought  t  vnworthie  wretchedneffe 
Through  cnuies  fnares  or  fortunes  frcakes  vnkind : 
I,  whether  lately  through  her  brightne  blynd5 
Or  through  alleageance  and  faft  fealty, 
Which  I  do  owe  vnto  all  womankynd, 
Feele  my  hart  perft  with  fo  great  agony, 

When  fuch  I  fee,  that  all  for  pitty  I  could  dy. 

And  now  it  is  cmpaffioned  fo  deepc, 
For  faireft  Vnaes  fake,of  whom  I  (ing, 
That  my  frayle  eies  thefe  lines  with  teares  do  fteepe^ 
To  thinkc  how  (he  through  guylcfoll  handeling 
Though  true  as  touch,  though  daughter  of  a  king5 
Though  faire  as  euer  liuing  wight  was  fayre, 
Though  nor  in  word  nor  deedeill  meriting, 
Is  from  her  knight  diuorced  in  defpayre 

And  her  dew  ioucs  dery  u'd  to  that  vile  witches  fluyre, 
~  ~  Yet 
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Yet  flic  moft  faithfull  Ladic  all  this  while 
Forfaken,  wofull,folitariemayd 
Far  from  all  peoples  preace,  as  in  exile, 
In  wildcrneffe  and  waftfull  deferts  ftrayd, 
To  fcekc  her  knight*  who  fubtily  bctrayd  (wrought 
Through  that  late  vifion,  which  th'Enchaunter 
Had  her  abandond.  She  of  nought  affrayd, 
Through  woods  and  waftnes  wide  him  daily  fought; 

Yet  wifhed  ty  dinges  none  of  him  vrwo  her  brought. 

One  day  nigh  wearie  of  the  yrkefome  way, 
From  her  vnhaflie  beaft  (he  did  alight, 
And  on  the  graffe  her  dainty  limbs  did  lay 
In  fecretc  fhado w>  far  from  all  mens  fight : 
From  her  fayrc  head  her  fillet  fhe  vndight,  . 
And  layd  her  fiole  afide.  Her  angels  face 
As  the  great  eye  of  heauen  fhyned  bright, 
And  made  a  funfhine  in  the  fliady  place-, 

Did  neuer  mortall  eye  behold  fuch  hcauenly  grace, 

Itfortunedoutof  the  thickeftwood 
A  ramping  Lyon  rufhed  fuddeinly, 
Hunting  full  greedy  after  faluage  blood  5 
Soone  as  the  royall  virgin  he  did  fpy$ 
With  gaping  mouth  at  her  ran  greedily, 
*    To  haue  attonce  deuourd  her  tender  corfe : 
But  to  the  pray  when  as  he  drew  more  ny, 
His  bloody  rage  afwaged  with  remorfe, 

And  with  the  fight  amazd  5  forgat  his  furious  forfc. 

In  ftead  thereof  he  kift  her  wearie  feer, 

And  lickt  her  Iilly  hands  with  fawning  tong, 
As  he  her  wronged  innocence  did  weet. 
O  how  can  beautie  raaifter  the  raoft  ftrong, 

C  a  And 
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And  fimplc  truth  fubdueauenging  wrong  ? 
Whofe  yielded  pryde  and  proud  fubmiflion, 
Still  dreading  death,  when  fhe  had  marked  long, 
Her  hart  gan  melt  in  great  companion, 

And  drizling  teares  did  fhed  for  pure  affeftion. 

The  Lyon  Lord  of  eueriebeaft  in  field 

Quoth  (he,  his  princely  puifTance  doth  abate. 
And  mightie  proud  to  humble  weake  does  yield, 
Forgetfull  of  the  hungry  rage  3  which  late 
Him  prickt,  in  pit  tie  of  my  fad  eftate : 
But  he  my  Lyon ,  and  my  noble  Lord 
How  d ocs  he  find  in  cruell  hart  to  hate 
Her  that  him  lou'd,  and  euer  moft  adord, 

As  the  God  of  my  life  ?  why  hath  he  me  abhord  ? 

Redounding  teares  did  choke  th'end  of  her  plaint, 
Which  foftly  ecchoed  from  the  neighbour  wood^ 
And  fad  to  fee  her  forrowfull  confiraint 
The  kingly  beaft }  vpon  her  gazing  flood; 
With  pittie  calmd,  do  wnefell  his  angry  mood, 
Atlaftin  clofehart  (hutting  vp  herpayne, 
Arofe  the  virgin  borne  of  heauenly  brood, 
And  to  her  fnowy  Palfrey  got  agayne, 

To  feeke  her  ftrayed  Champion,if  fhe  might  attaync. 

The  Lyon  would  not  leauc  her  defolate, 
But  with  her  wetit  along ,  as  a  flrong  gard 
Of  her  chaftperfon,  and  afaythfull  mate 
Of  her  fad  troubles  and  misfortunes  hard  : 
Still  when  fheflept,  he  kept  both  watch  and  ward/ 
And  when  Ihe  wakt ]  he  wayted  diligent, 
With  humble  feruice  to  her  will  prepard : 
From  her  fayre  eyes  he  tooke  commandement, 

And  euer  by  her  lookes  conceiued  hcri  ntent. 

Long 
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Long  fte  thus  trauciled  through  deferts  wyde, 

By  which  (he  thought  her  wandrihg  knight  (hold  pasp 
Yet  neuer  (lie  w  of  liuing  wight  efpyde; 
Till  that  at  length  fhe  found  the  troden  gras, 
Inwhichthctra&of  peoples  footing  was, 
Vnder  the  fteepe  foot  of  a  mountaine  horc; 
The  fame  fhe  followes,  till  at  laft  fhe  has 
A  damzcll  fpy de  flow  footing  her  before, 

That  on  her  ihoulders  fad  a  pot  of  water  bore. 

To  whom  approching  fhe  to  her  gan  call, 
To  weet,  if  dwelling  place  were  nigh  at  hand; 
But  the  rude  wench  her  anfwerd  nought  at  all, 
She  could  not  heare,  nor  fpeake,nor  vnderftandj 
Till  feeing  by  her  fide  the  Lyonftand, 
With  fuddeinefeare  her  pitcher  do  wne  fhe  threw, 
And  fled  away  :  for  neuer  in  that  land 
Face  of  fayre  Lady  fhe  before  did  vcw, 

And  that  dredd  Lyons  looke  her  caft  in  deadly  hew. 

Full  faft  fhe  fled,  neeuerlookt  bchynd, 
As  if  her  life  vpon  the  wager  lay, 
And  home  ihe  came ,  whereas  her  mother  blynd 
Sate  in  eternall  night:  nought  could  the  fay, 
Butfaddeine  catching  hold  did  her  difmay 
With  quaking  hands,  and  other  figncs  of  feare: 
Who  full  of  ghaftly  fright  and  cold  affray, 
Gan  (hut  the  dore.  By  this  arriucd  there 

Dame  F*a,  weary  Dame,  and  entrance  did  rcquerc. 

Which  when  none  yiclded^her  vnruly  Page 
With  his  rude  clawes  the  wicket  open  rent, 
And  let  her  in;  where  of  his  crucll  rage 
Nigh  dead  with  feare ,  and  faint  aftoni(hment> 

C  3  She 
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Shee  found  them  both  in  darkefome  corner  pcnt$ 
Where  that  old  woman  day  and  night  did  pray 
Vpon  her  beads  deuoutly  penitent; 
Nine  hundred  Pater  nofiers eucry  day, 

And  thrife  nine  hundred  Aues  fhe  was  wont  tofay. 

And  to  augment  her  painefull  penaunce  more, 
Thrife  euery  weeke  in  afhes  fhee  did  fitt, 
And  next  her  wrinkled  fkin  rough  fackecloth  wore, 
And  thrife  three  times  did  faft  from  any  bice: 
But  now  for  f eare  her  beads  fhe  did  forgett. 
Whofe  needelefle  dread  for  to  remoue  away, 
Faire  Vm  framed  words  and  count'naunce  ffttr 
Which  hardly  doen,at  length  fhe  gan  chem  pray, 

That  in  their  cotage  fmall  that  night  fhe  reft  her  may* 

The  day  is  fpent,andcommethdrowfie  night, 
When  euery  creature  fhrowded  is  in  fleepe; 
S^d  r^downe  her  laiesin  weary  plight, 
And  at  her  feete  the  Lyon  watch  doth  keeper 
In  ftead  of  reft,  fhe  does  lament,  and  weepe 
For  the  late  loffe  of  her  dcare  loued  knight. 
And  fighes,  and  grones,  and  euermore  does  fteepe 
Her  tender  breft  in  bitter  tearcs  all  night, 

All  night  fhe  thinks  too  long,and  often  lookes  for  light. 

Now  when  Aldehoran  was  mounted  hy e 
Aboue  the  fhinie  Cajjwpeias  chaire, 
And  all  in  deadly  fleepe  did  drowned  lye, 
One  knocked  at  the  dore,  and  in  would  fare; 
He  knocked  faft,  and  often  curft,  and  fware, 
Thatreadyentrauncewas  not  at  his  call:, 
For  on  his  backe  a  heauy  load  he  bare 
Of  nightly  ftelths  and  pillage  feueralK 

-Which  he  had  got  abroad  by  purchas  criminal!, 

He 
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He  was  to  wcete  a  flout  and  fturdy  thiefe, 

Wont  to  robbc  Churches  of  tneir  ornaments, 
And  poore  mens  boxes  of  their  due  reliefc, 
Which  giuen  was  to  them  for  good  intents; 
The  holy  Saints  of  their  rich  veftiments  • 
He  did  difrobe,  when  all  men  careleffe  flept, 
And  fpoild  the  Priefts  of  their  habiliments, 
Whiles  none  the  holy  things  in  fafety  kept; 

Then  he  by  conning  Heights  in  at  the  window  crept* 
■*» 

And  all  that  he  byright  or  wrong  could  find, 
Vnto  this  houfe  he  brought,  and  did  beftovr 
Vpon  the  daghter  of  this  woman  blipd, 
t^fbtjfa  daughter  oiCorceca  flow, 
With  whom  he  whoredome  vfd,  that  few  did  know, 
And  fed  her  fatt  with  feaft  of  offerings, 
And  plenty,  which  in  all  the  land  did  grows 
Ne  fpared  he  to  giue  her  gold  and  rings: 

And  now  he  to  her  brought  part  of  his  ftolcn  things. 

Thus  long  the  dore  with  rage  and  threats  he  bett, 
Yet  of  thofe  fearfull  women  none  durft  rize, 
The  Lyon  frayed  them, him  into  lett: 
He  would  no  lenger  ftay  him  to  aduize, 
But  open  bteakes  the  dore  in  furious  wizc,' 
And  cntring  is;  when  that  difdainfull  beaft 
Encountring  fierce,  him  fuddein  dothfurprize, 
And  feizing  cruell  clawes  on  trembling breft, 

Vnder  his  Lordly  foot  him  proudly  hath  lupprefh 

Him  booteth  not  rcfift,  nor  fuccour  call, 
His  bleeding  hart  is  in  the  vengers  hand, 
Who  (freight  him  rent  in  thoufand  peeces  fmall, 
And  quite  difmembred  hath:  the  thirfty  land 

C4  Drunckc 
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Dronke  vp  his  lifqhis  corfc  left  on  the  ftrand. 
Hisfearefullfreends  weareoutthewofull  night, 
Nedare  co  weepe,  nor  feemc  to  vnderftand 
The  heauie  hap,  which  on  them  is  alight, 
Affraid,  leafl  to  themfelues  the  like  mifhappen  rnighr. 

Now  when  broad  day  the  world  difcoueredhas, 
Vp  Vm  rofe,  vp  rofe  the  lyon  eke, 
And  on  their  former  iourney  forward  pas, 
In  waies  vnknowne,hcr  wandring  knight  to  feekc, 
With  paines  far  pafling  that  long  wandring  Greekcy 
That  for  his  loue  refufed  deity  e; 
Such  were  the  labours  of  this  Lady  meeke. 
Still  feeking  him,  that  from  her  ftill  did  flyc, 

Then  furtheft  from  her  hope,  whe  mod  (he  weened  nye, 

Soone  as  fhc  parted  thence,  the  fearfull  twaync, 
That  blind  old  woman  and  her  daughter  dear 
Came  forth,  and  rinding  Kirkrapine  there  flayne* 
For  angutfh  great  they  gan  to  rend  their  heare, 
And  beat  their  brefts,and  naked  flefh  to  teare. 
And  when  they  both  had  weptand  wayld  their  fill? 
Then  forth  they  ran  like  two  amazed  deare, 
Halfe  mad  through  malice^andreuenging  will, 

To  follow  her,  that  was  the  caufer  of  their  ill. 

Whome  ouertaking,  they  gan  loudly  bray, 
With  hollow  houling,  and  lamenting  cry, 
Shamefully  at  her  rayling  all  the  way. 
And  her  accufingof  difhonefty, 
That  was  the  flowre  of  faith  and  chaftityj 
And  ftill  amidfl  her  rayling,fh^  did  pray, 
That  plagues,  and  mifchiefes,and  long  mifery 
Might  fall  on  her,and  follow  all  the  way. 

And  that  in  endleffe  error  fhe  might  euer  ftray. 

But 
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Butwhcnftiefawher  prayers  nought  preuaile, 
Sheebackeretourncdwithfbme  labour  loft; 
And  in  the  way,  as  fliec  did  weepe  and  waile, 
A  knight  her  mett  in  mighty  armes  emboft, 
Yet  knight  was  not  for  all  his  bragging  boft, 
But  fubtill  Arcbimagy  that  Vna  fought 
By  traynes  into  new  troubles  to  haue  toftc: 
Of  that  old  woman  tidings  he  befought, 

If  that  of  fuch  a  Lady  fliee  could  tellen  ought. 

Therewith  (Tie  gan  her  paffion  to  renew, 

And  cry,  and  curfe,  and  raile,and  rend  her  heare, 

Saying,  that  harlott  fhc  too  lately  knew, 

That  caufd  her  ftied  fo  many  a  bitter  teare, 

And  fo  forth  told  the  ftory  of  her  feare; 

Much  feemed  he  to  mone  her  hapleffe  chaunce, 

And  after  for  that  Lady  did  inqucre; 

Which  being  taught,  he  forward  gan  aduauncc 

His  fair  enchauntcd  ftecd,  and  eke  his  charmed  launce* 

Ere  long  he  camcjwhere  Vna  traucild  flow, 
And  that  wilde  Champion  way  ting  her  befydc: 
Whome  feeing  fuch,for  dread  hee  durft  notfliow 
Him  felfe  too  nigh  at  hand,  but  turned  wydc 
Vnto  an  hil/rom  whence  when  fhe  him  fpyde, 
By  his  like  feeraing  fhield  her  knight  by  name 
Shee  vveend  it  was,  and  towards  him  gan  ride: 
Approching  nigh  fhe  wift,  it  was  the  fame,  (came. 

And  withfairefcarefullhumble/Te  towards  him  fhee 

And  weeping  faid,  Ah  my  long  lacked  Lord, 
Where  haucye  bene  thus  long  out  of  my  fight? 
Much  feared  I  to  haue  bene  quite  abhord, 
Or  ought  haue  done,  thatyedifpleafen  might. 

That 
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That  (hould  as  death  vnto  my  dcarc  heart  light: 
For  fiuce  mine  eie  your  ioyous  fight  did  mis, 
My  chearefull  day  is  turnd  to  chearelefle  night, 
And  eke  my  night  of  death  thelhadow  is$ 
But  welcome  now  my  light,  and  fhining  Iampc  of  blis. 

He  thereto  meeting  faid,My  deareft  Dame, 
Far  be  it  from  your  thought,  and  fro  my  wil, 
To  thinke  that  knighthood  I  fb  much  fliould  fhame, 
As  you  to  leaue,  that  haue  me  loucd  ftj, 
And  chofe  in  Faery  court  of  meere  goodwil, 
Where  nobleft  knights  were  to  be  found  on  earth: 
The  earth  fhall  fooner  leaue  her  kindly  fkil 
To  bring  foth  fruit,and  make  eternall  derth, 

Then  I  leaue  you,my  liefe,yborn  of  heuenly  berth. 

And  fboth  to  fay,why  I  lefte  you  fo  long, 
Was  for  to  feeke  aduenture  in  ftraunge  place, 
Where  Archimago  faid  a  felon  ftrong 
To  many  knights  did  daily  worke  difgrace; 
But  knight  he  now  fhall  neuer  more  deface, 
Good  caufe  ofraine  excufe,  that  mote  ye  pleafe 
Well  to  accept,  and  euer  more  embrace 
My  faithfull  feruice,  that  by  land  and  feas  (peafe. 

Haue  vowd  you  to  defend.  Now  then  your  plaint  ap^ 

His  loucly  words  her  feemd  due  recompencc 
Ofall  her  paffed  paines:  onelouing  howre 
For  many  ycares  offorrow  can  difpence: 
A  dram  of fweete  is  worth  a  pound  of  fb  wre: 
Shee  has  forgott,  how  many,  a  woeful  fto  wre 
For  h  im  fhe  late  endurd^ihe  fpeakes  no  more 
Of  part:  true  is,that  true  loue  hath  no  po  wre 
Tolooken  backe-his  eies  be  fixt  before. 

Before  her  ftands  her  knight,for  whom  fhe  toyld  fo  fore. 

Much 
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Much  like,  as  when  the  beaten  marinere, 
That  long  hath  wandred  in  the  Ocem  wide, 
Ofte  (buft  in  f welling  Ttthys  faltifli  teare, 
And  long  timehauing  tand  his  tawney  hide, 
With  bluftring  breath  of  Heaue,thae  none  can  bide^ 
And  fcorching  flames  of  fierce  Orions  hound, 
Soone  as  the  port  from  far  he  has  efpide, 
His  chearfull  whiftle  merily  doth  found,  (round. 

And  Nerws  crownes  with  cups^  his  mates  him  pledg  a- 

Suehioy  mader#i,when  her  knight  fliefoundj 
And  eke  th'enchaunter  ioyous  feemde  no  lefle, 
Then  the  glad  marchant,that  does  ve w  from  ground 
His  fhip  far  come  from  watrie  wildernefTe, 
He  hurles  out  vowes,  and  Neptune  oft  doth  bleflet 
So  forth  they  paft,  and  all  the  way  they  fpent 
Difcourfing  of  her  dreadful  late  diftreffe, 
In  which  heaskt  her, what  the  Lyon  mentr 

Who  told  her  all  that  fell  in  iourney^as  fhe  went* 

They  had  not  ridden  far,when  they  might  lee 
One  packing  towards  them  with  haitie  heat, 
Full  ftrongly  armd,and  on  a  courfer  free, 
That  through  his  fierfnefle  fomed  all  with  fweat* 
And  the  fliarpe  yron  did  for  anger  eat, 
When  his  hot  ry dcr  fpurd  his  chauffed  fide; 
His  looke  was  fterne,and  feemedftill  to  threat 
Cruell  reuenge,  which  he  inhartdid  hyde, 

And  on  his  fhield  Sans  ley  in  bloody  lines  was  dy  de* 

When  nigh  he  drew  vnto  this  gentle  payre 

And  faw  the  Red-crofle,  which  the  knight  did  bearer 
He  burnt  in  fire,  and  gan  eftfoones  prepare 
Himfelfe  to  batteiU  with  his  couched  fpeare* 

'  Loth 
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Loth  was  that  othcr,and  did  faint  through  feare, 
To  tafte  th'vntryed  dint  of  deadly  ftcelc; 
But  yet  his  Lady  did  fo  well  him  cheare, 
That  hope  of  new  good  hap  he  gan  to  feeles 
So  bent  his  fpeare,and  fpurd  his  horfe  with  yron  hecle. 

But  that  proud  Paynim  forward  came  fo  ferce, 
And  full  of  wrath,  that  with  his  (harphead  fpcarc 
Through  vainly  eroded  fliicld  he  quite  did  percc, 
And  had  his  ftaggering  ftecd  not  fhronke  for  fearc, 
Through  fliicld  and  body  eke  he  fhould  him  bearc: 
Yet  fo  great  was  the  puiflance  of  his  pufli, 
That  from  his  fadlc  quite  he  did  him  beare: 
He  tombling  rudely  do wne  to  ground  did  rufh, 

And  from  his  gored  wound  a  well  of  bloud  did  gufh. 

Difmounting  lightly  from  hisloftic  ftced, 
He  to  him  lept,in  minde  to  reaue  his  life, 
And  proudly  faid,  Lo  there  the  worthic  meed 
Ofhtm,that  flew  Sansfoy  with  bloody  knife- 
Henceforthliis  ghoft  freed  from  repining  ftrifc, 
In  peace  may  pafTen  ouer  Lethe  lake, 
When  mourning  altars  purgd  with  enimies  life, 
The  black  infernall  Furies  doen  aflake: 

Life  from  Sansfoy  thou  took^Sanjloy  (hall  fro  thee  take. 

Therewith  in  hafte  his  helmet  gan  vnlace, 
Till  Vna  cride,  O  hold  that  heauie  hand, 
Deare  Sir,  what  ener  that  thou  be  in  place: 
Enough  is,thatthy  foe  doth  vanquifht  ftand 
Now  at  thy  mercy:  Mercy  not  withftand : 
For  he  is  one  the  trueft  knight  aliue, 
Though  conquered  now  he  lye  on  lowly  land, 
And  whileft  him  fortune  fauourd  ,fayre  did  thriue 

Inblotidy  field:  therefore  of  life  him  not  J  cpriue. 

Her 
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Her  piteous  wordes  might  not  abate  borage, 
Bat  rudely  rending  vp  his  helmet,  would 
Haue  flayne  him  ftreight:  but  when  he  fees  his  age, 
And  hoarie  head  of  Archimago  old, 
His  hafty  hand  he  dothamafed  hold, 
And  halfe  afhamed,wondred  at  the  fight: 
For  the  old  man  well  knew  he,  though  vntold. 
In  charmes  and  magick  to  haue  wondrous  might, 
Ne  euer  wontin  field,nein  roundlifts  to  fight. 

And  faid,Why  Archiwdgo,\\xckWt  fyre, 
What  doe  Ifee?  what  hard  mifliap  is  this, 
That  hath  thee  hether  brought  to  tafte  mine  yre? 
Or  thine  the  fault,  or  mine  the  error  is5 
In  (lead  of  foe  to  wound  my  friend  amis? 
He  anfwered  nought,  but  in  a  traunce  ftilllay, 
And  on  thofe  guilefull  dazed  eyes  of  his 
The  clou  de  of  death  did  fit.  Which  doen  away. 

He  left  him  lying  fo,nc  would  no  lenger  ftay* 

But  to  the  virgin  comes,  who  all  this  while 
Amafed  ftands,  her  felfe  fo  mockt  to  fee 
By  him,  who  has  the  guerdon  of  his  guile, 
Forfo  misfeigning  her  true  knight  to  bee: 
Yet  is  rtie  now  in  more  perplexitie. 
Left  in  the  hand  of  that  lame  Pay  nim  bold, 
From  whom  her  bootcth  not  at  all  to  fiie; 
Who  by  her  cleanly  garment  catching  hold, 

Her  from  her  Palf  rey  pluck,  her  vifage  to  behold. 

But  her  fiers  feruant  full  of  kingly  aw 

And  highdifdaine,whenas  his  foueraine  Dame 
So  rudely  handled  by  her  foe  hefaw, 
With  gaping  iawes  full  greedy  at  him  came, 

And 


44  Tk  frfiSookeof  QdnulU. 

And  ramping  on  bis  fliicld,did  weenc  the'fame 
Hauc  reft  away  with  his  fharprending  clawes: 
But  he  ?ras  ftout,and  lufl:  did  now  inflame 
His  corage  more,that  fro  his  griping  pawes  (drawes. 
Hehathhisfhield  redeemd,  and  forth  his  fwerd  he 

O  then  too  weake  and  feeble  was  the  forfe 
Offaluagebeaft,  his  puiflance  to  withftand: 
For  he  was  flrong,and  offo  mightiecorfe, 
As  euer  wielded  fpeare  in  warlike  hand, 
And  feates  ofarmes  did  wifely  vnderftand. 
Eft  foones  he  perced  through  his  chaufed  cheft 
With  thrilling  point  of  deadly  yron  brand, 
And  launcht  his  Lordly  hart:  with  death  opprcft 

He  ror'd  aloud,  whiles  life  forfooke  his  ftubbornc  breft. 

Who  now  is  left  to  kecpe  the  forlorne  maid 
From  raging  fpoile  of  law  lefie  vi&ors  will? 
Her  f  aithfull  gard  remou'd3her  hope  difmaid, 
Her  felfe  a  yielded  pray  to  faue  or  fpill. 
He  norw  Lord  of  the  field,his  pride  to  fill, 
With  foule  reproches,and  difdaineful  fpight 
Her  vildly  entertaines,and  will  or  nill, 
Beares  her  away  vpon  his  courfer  light: 

Her  prayers  nought  prcuaile,his  rage  is  more  of  might. 

And  all  the  way,  with  great  lamenting  paine, 
And  piteous  plaintes  (he  filleth  his  dull  eares, 
That  ftony  hart  could  riuen  haue  in  twaine, 
And  all  the  way  fhe  wctts  with  flowing  tearcs: 
But  he  enrag'd  with  rancor,  nothing  heares. 
Her  feruile  beaft  yet  would  not  leaue  her  fb, 
But  folio wes  her  far  ofpe  ought  he  fearcs, 
To  be  partaker  of  her  wandring  woe, 

More  mild  in  beaftly  kind,then  that  her  beaftly  foe. 

Cant. 
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®  To fmfullhom  of  Tryde,  Duejft 
guy  its  the  faith  full  knight, 
Where  brothers  death  to  VpreakjSanfioy 
doth  chaleng  him  to  fight. 


Oung  knight,  what  cucr  that  dod  armes  profeflc, 
And  through  long  labours  hunteftafter  fame^ 
Beware  of  fraud^bewareof  fTcklenefTe, 
In  choice,  and  chaunge  of  thy  deare  loued  Dame, 
Leaft  thou  of  her  belicue  too  lightly  blame, 
Andraflimifweening  doe  thy  hartremoue: 
For  vnto  knight  there  is  no  greater  fhame, 
Then  lightnefle  and  inconftancie  in  loue, 
That  doth  this  Redcrojfe  knights  enfample  plainly  proue 

Who*fter  that  he  had  faire  Vna  lorne, 
Through  light  mifdeemjng  of  her  loialtic, 
And  hlcDueffa  in  her  fled  had  borne, 
Called  Fidef  \  and  fbfoppofd  to  be; 
Long  with  her  traueild,  till  at  laft  they  fee 
A  goodly  building,  brauely  garnifhed, 
The  houfe  of  mightic  Prince  it  feemd  to  be: 
And  towards  it  a  broad  high  way  that  led, 

AH  bare  through  peoples  feet, which  thethcr  traueiledv 

<5reat  troupes  of  people  traueild  thetherward 
Both  day  and  night,  of  each  degree  and  place, 
But  few  returned3hauing  fcaped  hard, 
With  baleful!  toggery,** fbufc  difgrace, 

Which 


46  firjl  fiooke  of       CantMl  I 

Which  euer  after  in  moft  wretched  care, 
Like  loathfome  iazars     the  hedges  lay. 
Thether  Dueffabzdd  him  bend  his  pace: 
For  fhe  is  wear  ie  of  the  toilfom  way, 

And  alfo  nigh  confumed  is  the  lihgring  day. 

A  ftately  Pallace  built  of  fquared  bricke, 

W  hioh  Qinningly  was  without  morter  laid, 

Whofe  wals  were  high,but  nothing  ftrong,nor  thick 

And  golden  foile  all  ouer  them  difplaid, 

That  pureft  skye  with  brightneffe  they  difmaid: 

High  lifted  vp  were  many  loftie  towres, 

And  goodly  galleries  far  ouer  laid, 

Full  of  faire  windowes,and  delightful  bo  wres; 

And  on  the  top  a  Diall  told  the  timely  howres. 

It  was  a  goodly  heape  for  to  behould. 

And  fpake  the  praifes  of  the  workmans  witt; 
But  full  gf  eat  pittie,  that  fo  faire  a  mould 
Did  on  fo  weake  foundation  euer  fitt: 
For  on  a  fandie  hill,  that  ftill  did  flier, 
And  fall  away,  it  mounted  was  full  hie, 
That  euery  breath  of  heauen  fhaked  itt: 
And  all  the  hinder  partes,that  few  could  fpie, 
Were  ruinons  and  old abut  painted  cunningly* 

Arriued  there  they  paffedin  forth  right; 
For  ftill  to  all  the  gates  flood  open  wide, 
.  Yet  charge  of  them  was  to  a  Porter  hight 
Cald  Mduenh^who  entrance  none  denide: 
Thence  to  the  hall,  which  was  on  euery  ftdc 
With  rich  array  and  coftly  arras  dight: 
Infinite  fortes  of  people  did  abide 
There  waiting  long?  to  win  the  wifhed  fight 
Of  her,  that  was  the  Lady  of  that  Pallace  bright. 
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By  them  they  paffe,  all  gazing  on  them  round, 
And  to  the  Prefcnce  mount ;  whofe  glorious  yew 
Their  frayle  amazed  fenfes  did  confound  : 
In  liuing  Princes  court  none  euer  knew 
Such  endleffc  richefle,  and  fo  fiimptcous  flicwj 
Nc  Ptrfia  felfe,  the  nourfe  of  pompous  pride 
Like  euer  faw.  And  there  a  noble  crew 
Of  Lords  and  Ladies  flood  on  eucry  fide,  (tifide. 
Which  with  their  prcfencc  fay  re,  the  place  much  beau- 
High  abouc  all  a  cloth  of  State  was  fpred, 
And  a  rich  throne,  as  bright  as  funny  day, 
On  which  there  fate  moft  braue  embellifhcd 
With  royall  robes  and  gorgeous  array, 
A  may  den  Qucene ,  that  flione  as  Titans  tzy, . 
In  gliftring  gold,  and  pcreleflepretious  (tone;1 
Yet  her  bright  blazing  beautic  did  aflay 
To  dim  the  brightnefle  of  her  glorious  throne, 
As  enuying  her  felfe,  that  too  exceeding  flione. 

Exceeding  flione,  likeP^^fayrcftchilde, 
That  did  prefume  his  fathers  fyrie  wayne, 
And  flaming  mouthes  of  ftecdesvn  wonted  wilde 
Through  higheft  hcauen  with  weaker  hand  to  rayne-, 
Proud  of  fuch  glory  and  aduancement  vayne, 
While  flafliingbeames  do  daze  his  feeble  eyen. 
He  lcaues  the  welkin  way  moft  beaten  play  ne, 
And  rapt  with  whirling  wheeles,  inflames  theskyen, 

With  fire  not  made  to  burne3but  fayrely  for  to  fliyne. 

So  proud  fhc  (hyned  in  her  princely  ftate, 

Looking  to  heauenj  for  earth  (he  did  difdaync, 
And  fitting  high ;  for  lowly  (he  did  hate :' 
Lo  vuder  neath  her  fcornefull  feete,was  layne 
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A  dreadful!  Dragon  with  an  hideous  trayne, 
And  in  her  hand  the  held  a  mirrhour  bright, 
Wherein  her  face  fhe  often  vewed  fayne, 
And  in  her  felfe-loud  fcmblance  tooke  delight; 
For  flie  was  wondrous  fcire,  as  any  liuing  wight. 

Of  griefly  Pinto  {he  the  daughter  was. 

And  fad  Proferpina  the  Queene  of  hell; 

Yet  did  lhc  thinke  her  pearclefle  worth  to  pas 

That  parentage,  with  pride  fo  did  (he  fwell , 

And  thundring  Ioue>  that  high  in  heauen  doth  dwell,. 

And  wield  the  world,  lhe  claymed  for  her  fyre, 

Or  if  that  any  elfe  did  lout  excell: 

For  to  the  higheft  flic  did  ftill  afpyre, 
Or  if  ought  higher  were  then  tha^did  it  defyrc 

And  proud  men  did  her  call, 

Thatmadeher  felfe  a  Queene ,  and  crownd  to  be> 

Yet  rightfull  kingdomc  fhe  had  none  at  al!> 

Ne  heritage  of  natiuefoueraiinie, 

But  did  vfurpe  with  wrong  and  tyrannie 

Vpon  the  fcepter,  which  ftie  now  did  hold : 

Ne  ruld  her  Realm  e  with  lawes,  but  pollicie. 

And  ftrong  aduizement  of  fix  wifards  old, 

That  with  their  counfels  bad  her  kingdome  did  vpholdi. 

Soone  as  the  Elffn  knight  in  prefence  came, 
And  falfe  Dueffa  feeming  Lady  fayre> 
A  gentle  Hurfier,  Vdnitiebynzme 
Maderowme,  and  paflage  for  them  did  prepaire: 
So  goodly  brought  them  to  the  Jo  weft  ftayre 
Of  her  high  throne,  where  they  onhumbleknec 
Making  obc.yfaunce,did  the  caufe  declare* 
Why  they  were  come,  her  roiall  ftate  to  fee,, 

To  prone  the  wide  report  of  her  great  Maieftee. 

Witfo 
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With  Ioftic  eyes,  halfc  loth  to  looke  fo  lowci 
She  thancked  them  in  her  difdainefull  wife, 
Ne  other  grace  vouchfafed  them  to  flio  we 
Of  Princefle  worthy ,  fcarfe  them  bail  arifeJ 
Her  Lordes  and  Ladies  all  this  while  dcuife 
Thcmfelucs  to  fettcn  forth  to  ftraungers  fight; 
Some  frounce  their  curled  heare  in  courtly  guile, 
Some  prancke  their  ruffes,and  others  trimly  dight 
Their  gay  attyre:  each  others  greater  pride  does  fpight. 

Goodlytheyall  thatknight  doe  entertayne, 
Right  glad  with  him  to  haue  increaft  their  crew; 
But  to  Dueff'  each  one  himfelfe  did  pay  ne 
All kindnefle  and  fake  courtefie  to  fhew ; 
For  in  that  court  why  tome  her  well  they  knew : 
Yet  the  ftout  Faery  mongft  the  middeft  crowd 
Thought  all  their  gloric  vainc  in  knightly  ve  w, 
And  that  great  Princefle  too  exceeding  pro  wd, 

That  to  ftrangc  knight  no  better  countenance  allowd. 

Suddein  vprifcth  from  her  flately  place 

The  roiall  Dame,  and  for  her  cochc  doth  cal!$ 

AH  hur  den  forth,  and  flie  with  princely  pace, 

As  faire  Jurors  in  her  purple  pall, 

Out  of  the  Eaft  the  dawningday  doth  call: 

So  forth  (becomes:  her  brightnes  brodc  doth  blaz* 

The  heapes  of  people  thronging  in  the  hall, 

Doe  ride  each  other,  vpon  her  to  gaze: 

Her  glorious  glitterand  light  do  th  all  mens  eics  amaze* 

So  forth  fhe  comes,  arid  toher  cochc  does  clyme, 
Adorned  all  with  gold,  and  girlonds  gay, 
Thatfeemd  as  heftus  Flora  in  her  prime, 
And  ftroue  to  match ,  in  roiall  rich  array, 

D  2  Great 
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Great  lunoes  golden  chayre ,  the  which  they  % 
The  Gods  ftand  gazing  on,  when  fhedoes  ride 
To  /^highhous  through  hcauens  bras  paucd  way 
Drawne  of  fayre  Pecocks,  that  excell  in  pride, 

And  full  of  Argus  eyes  their  tayles  difpredden  wide. 

But  this  was  drawne  of  fix  vnequallbeafts, 
On  which  her  fix  fa  gc  Counfeliours  did  ryde, 
Taught  to  obay  their  beftiall  beheafts, 
With  like  conditions  to  their  fcindes  applydc : 
Of  which  the  firft,  that  all  the  reft  did  guyde, 
Was  fluggifh  Idlenejfe  the  nourfe  of  fin  ; 
Vpon  a  flouthfull  Afle  he  chofe  to  ryde, 
Arayd  in  habit  blacke,and  amis  thin, 

Like  to  an  holy  Monck,  the  feruice  to  begin. 

And  in  his  hand  his  Portefle  ftill  he  bare, 

That  much  was  wornc,  but  therein  little  redd, 
For  of  deuotion  he  had  little  care, 
Still  drownd  in  fleepe,  and  moft  of  his  daies  dedd; 
Scarfe  could  he  once  vphold  his  heauie  hedd, 
To  looken ,  whether  it  were  night  or  day  : 
May  fecme  the  waync  was  very  euill  ledd, 
When  fuch  an  one  had  guiding  of  the  way, 

That  knew  not,  whether  right  he  went,  or  clfc  aftray. 

From  worldly  cares  himfelfe  he  did  cfloyne, 
And  greatly  fhunned  manly  excrcife, 
From  euerie  worke  he  chalenged  eflbyne, 
For  contemplation  fake :  yet  othcrwife, 
His  life  he  led  in  lawlefle  riotife$ 
By  which  he  grew  togrieuous  malady;  • 
For  in  his  luftlefle  limbs  through  euill  guifc 
A  leaking fcuer  raignd  continually: 

Such  one  was  idfaefic ,  firft  of  this  company. 

And 
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And  by  his  fide  rode  loathfome  Gluttony y 
Deformed  creature ,  on  a  filthie  fwyne, 
His  belly  was  vpblownc  with  luxury; 
And  eke  with  fatneffe  fwollen  were  his  cy  ne, 
And  like  a  Crane  his  necke  was  long  and  fy  ne, 
With  which  he  fwallowd  vp  exceffiue  feaft, 
For  want  whereof  poore  people  oft  did  pyne, 
And  all  the  way  ,  moft  like  a  brutifli  beaft, 

He  fpued  vp  his  gorge,  that  all  did  him  deteaft. 

In  greene  vine  leaues  he  was  right  fitly  clad; 
For  other  clothes  he  could  not  weare  for  heat, 
And  on  his  head  an  yuie  girland  had, 
'  From  vnder  wh  ich  fatt  trickled  downe  the  fweat : 
Still  as  he  rode,  he  fomewhat  ftill  did  eat, 
And  in  his  hand  did  beare  a  bouzingcan, 
Of  which  he  fupt  fo  oft,  that  on  his  feat 
His  dronken  courfehefcarfe  vpholdencan, 
In  fhape  and  life  more  like  a  monfter,  then  a  man* 

Vnfithcwas  forany  wordly  thing, 
And  eke  vnhable  once  to  ftirre  or  go, 
Not  meet  to  be  of  counfell  to  a  king, 
Whofe  mind  in  meat  and  drinke  was  drowned  fo. 
That  from  his  frend  he  feeldomc  knew  his  fo  : 
Full  of  difeafeswas  hiscarcas  blew, 
And  a  dry  dropfie  through  his  flefh  did  flow, 
Which  by  mifdict  daily  greater  grew : 

Such  one  was  Gluttony ,  thefecond  of  that  crew. 

And  next  to  him  rode  luftfull  Lechery 

Vpon  a  bearded  Gote5  whofe  rugged  heare, 

Andwhally  eies  (thefigneofgelofy,) 

Was  like  the  perfon  feltc,  whom  he  did  beare : 

D  a  Who 
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Who  rough,  and  blacke,and  filthy  did  appeare, 
Vnfcemcly  man  to  pleafe  faire  Ladies  eye^ 
Yet  he  of  Ladies  oft  was  loued  deare, 
When  fairer  faces  were  bid  ftanden  by: 
O  who  does  know  the  bent  of  vvomens  fantaly  > 

In  a  greene  go  wne  he  clothed  was  full  faire, 
W  hich  vnderneath  did  hide  his  filthincfle* 
And  in  his  hand  a  burning  hare  he  bare, 
Full  of  vaine  follies,  and  new  f  anglencfTe; 
For  he  was  falfe,  and  fraught  with  ficklcnefle, 
And  learned  had  to  loue  with  fecret  lookes, 
And  well  could  daunce,  and  fing  with  ruefulnefle,, 
And  fortunes  tell,  and  read  in  louing  bookes, 

And  thoufand  other  waies,to  bait  his  fleftily  hookes* 

Inconftant  man ,  that  loued  all  he  faw, 
And  Iufted  after  all,  that  he  did  ioue, 
Ne  would  his  loofer  life  be  tide  to  law, 
But  ioy  d  weake  vvemens  hearts  to  tempt,  and  proitc- 
If  from  their  loyall  loues  he  might  them  moue; 
Which  lewdnes  fild  him  with  reprochfull  paia 
Of  that  foule  eiiill,  which  all  men  reproue, 
That  rotts  the  marrow,  and  confumcs  tbebrainct 

Such  one  was  Lechery  r  the  third  of  all  this  traine. 

And  greedy  Auariceby  him  did  ride, 
Vppon  aCamellloaden  all  with  gold- 
Tw  o  iron  coffets  hong  on  either  fide, 
With  precious  metall  full,  as  they  might  holdi,  ( 
And  in  his  lap  an  heap  of  coine  hetold; 
For  of  his  wickedpelpe  his  God  he  made, 
And  vnto  hell  him  felfe  for  money  folds 
Accurfed  vfury  was  all  his  trade, 

And  ri^ht  and  wrong  ylike  inequallballaunce  waide. 
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His  life  was  nigh  vnto  deaths  doreyplafte, 

And  thred-bare  cote,  and  coaled  fhoes  hee  ware, 
Ne  fcarfe  good  morftll  all  his  life  did  tafte, 
But  both  from  backeand  belly  ftilldid  (pare, 
To  fill  his  bags,  and  rieheffe  to  compare; 
Yetchildene  kinCman  lining  had  he  none 
To.leaue  them  to;  but  thorough  daily  care 
To  get,  and  nightly  feare  to  lofe  his  owne, 

He  led  a  wretched  life  vnto  him  felfc  vnkno  wnc. 

Mofl:  wretched  wight,  whom  nothing  might  fuffifc, 
Whofe  greedy  lull  did  lacke  in  greateft  ftore, 
Whofe  need  had  end,  but  no  end  couetife, 
Whofe  welth  was  want,whofe  piety  made  him  pore, 
Who  had  enough,  yett  wifhed  euer  more, 
A  vile  difcafe,  and  eke  in  fooce  and  hand 
Agrieuous  gout  tormented  him  full  fore, 
That  well  he  could  not  touch,  nor  goe,  nor  ftand: 

Such  one  was  Avarice,  the  forth  of  this  faire  band. 

And  next  to  him  malicious  Evuy  rode, 
Vpon  a  rauenous  wolfe,and  ftill  did  chaw 
Betweene  his  cankred  teeth  a  venemous  todc, 
That  all  the  poifon  ran  about  his  chiw; 
But  inwardly  he  chawed  his  owne  maw 
At  neibors  welth,  that  made  him  euer  fadj 
For  death  it  was,  when  any  good  he  faw, 
And  wept,that  canfe  of  weeping  none  he  had. 

But  when  he  heard  of  harme,he  wexed  wondrous  gf ado 

All  in  a  kittle  of  difcolourd  fay 

He  clothed  wa  s ,  ypaynted  full  of  eies; 

And  in  fcis  bofome  fecretly  there  lay 

An  hatefull  Snake,  the  which  his  taile  vptyes 
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In  many  folds  ,and  mortall  fting  implyes. 
Still  as  he  rode,- he  gnafht  his  teeth,  to  fee 
Thofeheapes  of  gofd  withgripIeCouetyfe, 
And  grudged  at  thegteat  fehcitee 
Of  proud  Lucifer*,  and  his  owne  companee. 

He  hated  all  good  workes  and  vertuous  deeds, 
And  him  no  leffe,  that  any  like  did  vfe, 
And  who  with  gratious  bread  the  hungry  feeds^ 
His  almcs  for  want  of  faith  he  doth  accule; 
So  euery  good  to  bad  he  doth  abufe: 
And  eke  die  vcrfe  of  fampus  Poets  witt 
He  docs  backebite,  and  fpightfull  poifon  fpues 
From  leprous  mouth  on  all,  that  euer  writt: 

'Such  one  vile  Enuy  was,that  fir  ft  in  row  did  fuc. 

And  him  befide  rides  fierce  jeuengingJfrj/*, 

Vpon  a  Lion,  loth  for  to  be  led; 

And  in  his  hand  a  burning  brond  he  hath, 

The  which  he  brandiftieth  about  his  hed; 

His  eies  did  hurle forth  fparcies  fiery  red, 

And  flared  fterne  on  all,  that  him  beheld, 

As  allies  pale  of  hew  and  feeming  ded; 

And  on  his  dagger  (till  his  hand  he  held, 
Trebling  through  hafty  rage,when  chcler  in  him  fwckL 

His  ruffin  raiment  all  was  ftaind  with  blood, 

Which  he  had  fpilt,  and  all  to  rags  yrent, 

Through  vnaduized  rafhnes  woxen  wood  ; 

For  of  his  hands  he  had  no  gouemement, 

Ne  car'd  for  blood  in  his  auengement: 

But  when  the  furious  fitt  was  ouerpaft, 

His  cm  ell  £i6ts  he  often  would  repent; 

Yet  wilfull  man  he  neucr  would  forccaft. 
How  many  mifchieues  ftouid  enfuc  his  hcedlcflc  baft.^ 
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Full  many  mifchicfes  follow  cruell  IVrath^ 
Abhorred  bloodshed,  and  tumultuous  ftrifc, 
Vnmanly  murder,  and  vnthnfty  fcath, 
Bitter  defpight,  with  rancours  rufty  knife, 
And  fretting  griefe  the  enemy  of  life* 
All  thefe,  and  many  euils  moe  haunt  ire, 
The  fwelling  Splene,  and  Frenzy  raging  rife, 
Thefhaking  Palfey,  and  Saint  Fraunces  fire: 
Such  one  was  Wrath,  the  laft  of  this  vngodly  tire. 

And  after  all  vpon  the  wagon  beame 

Rode  Sathan,  with  a  fin  arting  whip  in  hand, 
With  which  he  forward  lafiht  the  laefy  temc, 
So  oft  as  Slowth  ftill  in  the  mire  did  ftand. 
Huge  routs  of  people  did  about  them  band, 
Sho  wting  for  ioy,  and  ftill  before  their  way 
A  foggy  mift  had  couercd  all  the  land; 
And  vnderneath  their  feet,  all  fcattcred  lay 

Dead  fculls  &  bones  of  men,  whofe  life  had  gone  affray? 

So  forth  they  marchen  in  this  goodly  fort, 
To  take  the  folaceofthe  open  aire,  * 
And  in  freili  flowringfields  themfelues  to  /port; 
Emongft  the  reft  rode  that  falfe  Lady  fairc, 
T  he  foule  Dueja,  next  vnto  the  chaire 
Ofproud  Lucifer\  as  one  of  the  trainee 
But  that  good  knight  would  not  fo  nigh  rcpaire, 
Him  felfe  eftraungingfrom  their  ioyaunce  vaine, 

Whofe  fello wfhip  feemd  far  vnfitt  for  warlike  fwaine* 

So  hauing  folaccd  themfelues  a  fpacc, 
With  pleafauncc  of  the  breathing  fields  y  fed,, 
They  backe  retourned  to  the  princely  Place$ 
Whereas  an  errant  knightia  armes  ycled, 

And 
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And  heathnifh  fhield;,  wherein  with  letters  red 
Was  writt  Samioy^  the/  new  arriued  find: 
Enflam'd  with  fury  and  fiers  hardy  hed, 
He  feemd  in  hart  to  harbour  thoughts  vnkind, 
And  nourifh  bloody  vengeaunce  in  his  bitter  mind. 

Who  when  the  fhamed  fliield  of flaine  Sans foy 
Hefpide  with  that  famcFary  champions  page, 
Bewraying  him,  that  did  oflatedeftroy 
His  eldeft  brother,  burning  all  with  rage 
He  to  him  lept,  and  that  fame  enuious  gage 
Of  vidors  glory  from  him  fnacht  away: 
Biuth'Elfin  knight,  which  ought  that  warlike  wage^ 
Difdaind  to  loofe  the  meed  he  vvonne  in  fray, 

And  him  rencountringfiercc,refkewd  the  noble  pray. 

Therewith  they gan  to  hurtlen  greedily, 
Redoubted  battaile  ready  to  darray  ne, 
And  clafli  their  fhields,and  fhake  their  fwerds  on  hy^ 
That  with  their  fturre  they  troubled  all  the  traine; 
Till  that  great  Queene  vpon  eternall  paine 
Of  high  difpleafure,  that  enfewen  might, 
Commaunded  them  their  fury  to  refraine, 
And  if  that  either  to  that  fhield  had  right, 

In  equall  lifts  they  fhould  the  morrow  next  it  fight. 

Ah  deareft  Dame,  qd.  then  the  Paynim  bold, 3 
Pardon  the  error  of  enraged  wight, 
Whome  great  griefe  made  forge tt  the  raines  to  hold 
Of  reafonsjrule,  to  fee  this  recreaunt  knight, 
No  knight,  but  treachour full  of  falfcdefpight 
And  fhameful  treafon,  who  through  guile  hath  flayn 
The  proweft  knight,  that  euer  field  did  fight, 
Euen  bout  Sans  foy  (p  who  can  then  refrayn.?)  (dayn. 

Whofc  fhield  he  beares  renuerft,  the  moreto  heap  dif- 

And 
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And  to  augment  the  glorie  of  his  guile, 
His  deareft  loue  the  faire  Fidejfa  loc 
Is  there  poflefTed  of  the  traytour  vile, 
Who  reapes  the  harueft  fowen  by  his  foe, 
Sowen  in  bloodie  field,  and  bought  \34ith  woe: 
That  brothers  hand  (hall  dearely  well  requighc 
So  be,  O  Queene,  you  equal!  fauour  fhowe# 
Him  litle  anlwerd  th'angry  Elfin  knight;  (right. 

He  neuer  meant  with  words>  but  fwords  to  plead  his 

But  threw  his  gauntlet  as  a  facred  pledg, 
His  caufe  in  combat  the  next  day  to  try : 
So  been  they  parted  both,with  harts  on  edg, 
To  be  atieng'd  each  on  his  enimy. 
That  night  they  pas  in  ioy  and  iollity, 
Feafting  and  courting  both  in  bowreand  hall^ 
For  Steward  was  exiefliue  Gluttony \ 
That  of  his  plenty  pouredforth  to  all;  (caff* 

Which  doen5the  Chamberlain  Slowth  did  to  reft  them 

Now  whenas  darkefome  night  had  all  difplayd 
Her  coleblacke  curtein  oner  brighteft  fkye, 
The  warlike  youthes  on  dayntie couches  Iay^ 
Did  chace  away  fweet  ileepe  from  fluggifh  eye* 
To  mufe  on  meanes  of  hoped,  vi<ftory . 
But  w  henas  Morpheus  had  with  leaden  mace, 
Arretted  all  that  courtly  company, 
Vprofe  Dueffa  from  her  refling  place,, 

And  to  the  Paynims  lodging  comes  with  filent  pace* 

Whom  broad  awake  fiicfindes,in  troublous  fut, 
Forecafting,  how  his  foe  he  might  annoy, 
And  him  amoues  withfpeachesfeemingfitt: 
Ah  deare  S&nfioy,  next  deareft  to  SAwfoyy 

Caufe 
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Caufc  of  my  new  griefe,  caufe  of new  ioy, 
Ioyous,  to  fee  his  y  mage  in  mine  eye, 
And  greeud,  to  thinke  how  foe  did  him  deftroy, 
That  was  the  flowre  of  grace  and  cheualrye^ 
Lo  his  FiJcffd  toxhy  fecret  faith  I  flye. 

With  gentle  wordes  he  can  her  fayrely  greet, 
And  bad  fay  on  thefecrete  of  her  hart. 
Then  figbingfoft,Ilearnc  thatlitlefweet 
Ofttempred  is  (quoth  (he)  withmuchellfmart: 
For  fince  my  breft  was  launcht  with  louely  dart 
Ofdeare  Sanfiyy\  ncuer  ioyed  howre, 
But  in  eternall  woes  my  weaker  hart 
Haue  wafted,  louing  him  with  all  my  powre, 

And  for  his  fake  haue  felt  full  many  an  heauie  ftowrc. 

At  laft  when  perils  all  I  weened  paft, 

And  hop'd  to  reape  the  crop  of  all  my  care,  f 

Into  new  woes  vnweeting  I  was  cart, 

By  this  filfefaytor,who  vnwortbie  ware 

His  worthie  fhield,  whom  he  with  guileftillfnarc 

Entrapped  flew.and  brought  to  (hamefull  grauc. 

Me  filly  maid  away  with  him  he  bare, 

i  *nd  euer  fince  hath  kept  in  darkfom  caue, 

For  that  I  would  not  yeeld,that  to  Samfoy  I  gauc, 

Bntfincefaire  Sunne  hath  fperfl:  that  lo  wring  clowd, 
And  to  my  loathed  life  now  fhewes  fome  light, 
Vnder  your  beames  I  will  me  fafely  fhro wd, 
From  dreaded  ftorme  of  his  difdainfiill  fpight: 
To  you  th'inheritance  belonges  by  right 
Of  brothers  prayfe,  to  you  eke  longes  his  loue. 
Let  not  his  louc,let  not  his  reftleffe  fpright, 
Be  vnreuengd,that  calles  to  you  aboue  (mouc. 

From  wandring^/^lhores;  where  it  doth  qndlefTe 

Thereto 
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Thereto faid  he/aircDame  be  nought  difmaid 
For  forrowes  parts  their  gricfe  is  with  them  gone: 
Ne  yet  of  prcfent  pcrill  be  aflfraid: 
For  needlefle  fearc  did  neuer  vantage  none, 
And  helpleflc  hap  it  booteth  not  to  mone. 
Dead  is  Smfoyjtiis  vitall  paines  are  part, 
Though  greeued  ghoft  for  vengeance  deep'do  gronC 
He  liues,  that  (hall  him  pay  his  dewties  laft, 

And  guiltie  Elfin  blood  fhall  facrificc  in  haft. 

0  But  I  feare  the  fickle  freakes  (quoth  fliee) 
Of  fortune  faUe,and  oddes  of  armes  in  field. 
Why  dame  ( quoth  he)  what  oddes  can  euer  bee, 
Where  both  doe  fight  alike,  to  win  or  yield? 
Yea  but  (quoth  flie)  he  bearcs  a  charmed  (hield, 
And  eke  enchaunted  armes,  th  a  t  none  can  perce, 
Ne  none  can  wound  the  man,that  does  them  wield, 
Gharmd  or  enchaunted  ( anfwerd  he  then  ferce) 

1  no  whitt  rcck,ne  you  the  like  need  to  rehcrce* 

But  faire  Ftdejfit,  fi thens  fortunes  guile, 
Or  cnimies  powre  hath  now  captiued  you, 
Returne  from  whence  ye  came5and  reft  a  while 
Till  morrow  next,  that  I  the  Elf  e  fubde  w, 
And  with  Stnsfoyes  dead  dowry  you  endew. 
Ay  me,  that  is  actouble  death((he  faid) 
With  proud  foes  fight  my  forrow  to  renew: 
Where  euer  yet  I  be,  my  fecretc  aide 

Shall  follow  you.  So  paffing  forth  Ihc  him  obaid. 

•:  Cant* 
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Cant  V. 

The  faith  full  knight  in  eqnall field 

fabdetyes  hisfaithlefsefoe^ 
Whomftlfe  Duefsa  fanes  ^nd for 
his  cnre  to  hell  doesgoc* 

THc  noble  hart,  that  harbours  vcrtuous  thought, 
And  is  with  childc  of  gloriousgreat  intent, 
Can  ncucr  reft3  vntill  it  forth  hauc  brought 
Th'etcrnall  brood  of  gloric  excellent: 
Such  reftlefle  paffion  did  all  night  torment 
The  flaming  corage  of  that  Faery  knight, 
Dcuizing,  how  that  doughtie  turnament 
With  greatcft  honour  he  atchieucn  might; 
Still  did  hq  wakc?and  ftill  did  watch  for  dawning  light,] 

At  laft  the  golden  Orientall  gate 
Of  greatcft  hcauen  gan  to  open  fayrc, 
And  Phoebus  frefh.as  brydegrome  to  his  mate, 
Came  dauncingforth/haking  his  deawie  hayre:, 
And  hurls  his  giiftring  beams  through  gloomy  ayre« 
Which  whe  the  wakeful  Elfc  percciud,ftrcight  way 
He  ftarted  vp,  and  did  him  fclfe  prepayrc, 
Infunbright  armcs,and  battailous  array* 
For  with  that  Pagan  proud  he  combatt  will  that  day. 

And  forth  he  comes  into  the  commune  hall, 
Where  earcly  waitc  him  many  a  gazing  eye, 
To  weet  what  end  to  ftraungcr  knights  may  fall 
There  many  Minftralcs  raaken  melody, 
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To  driuc  away  the  dull  melancholy, 
And  many  Bardes,  that  to  the  trembling  chord 
Can  tune  their  timely  voices  runningly, 
And  many  Chroniclers,  that  can  record 
Old  loues,  and  warres  for  Ladies  doen  by  many  a  Lord* 

Soone  after  comes  the  cruel!  Sarazin, 
In  wQuen  maile  all  armed  warily,. 
And  fternly  lookes  at  him,  who  not  a  pin 
Does  care  for  looke  of  liuing  creatures  eye* 
They  bring  them  wines  of  Greece  and  Ar*byy 
And  daintie  fpices  f  etcht  from  furtheft  ?»d7 
To  kindle  heat  of  corage  priuily: 
And  in  the  wine  a  folemnc  oth  they  bynd 

Tobferue  thefacredkwes  of  armes,thac  are  aflynd, 

Atlaft  forth  comes  that  far  renowmccf  Queene, 

With  roy  all  pomp  and  princely  maiettiev 

She  is  ybrought  vnto  a  paled  greene, 

And  placed  vnder  ftately  canapee, 

The  warlike  fcates  of  both  thofe  knights  to  fee. 

On  th  other  fide  in  all  mens  open  vew 

Dueffk  placed  is,  and  on  a  tree 

Sansfcy  hislhieldis  hangd  with  bloody  hew: 
Both  thofe  the  lawEell  girlonds  to  the  vi&or  dew. 

A  fhriHing  trompett  fownded  from  on  hye, 
And  vnto  battaill  bad  them  felues  addreffc: 
Their  fhining  fhieldes  about  their  wreftes  they  tyer 
And  burning  blades  about  their  heades  doe  bleffe,, 
The  mftrumcnts  of  wrath  and  heauinefle: 
With  greedy  force  each  other  dothafTayle, 
And  flxike  fo  fiercely,that  they  doc  imprcfle 
E>eepe  dinted furrowes  in  the  battrcd  mayle? 

The  yxm  walks  co  ward  cheir  blowes  arc  weak  &frai&. 

The 
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The  Sarazin  was  ftout,and  wondrous  ftrong, 
And  heaped  blowes  like  yron  hammers  great: 
For  after  blood  and  vengeance  he  did  long. 
The  knight  was  fiersaand  full  of  youthly  heat, 
And  doubled  ftrokes,  like  dreaded  thunders  threat: 
For  all  for  praife  and  honour  he  did  fight. 
Both  ftricken  ftryke,and  beaten  both  doe  beat, 
That  from  their  fhields  forth  fly  eth  fine  light, 
And  hewen  helmets  deepc  (hew  marks  of  eithcrs  might* 

So  th'one  for  wrong,thc  other  ftriues  for  right: 
As  when  a  Gryfon  feized  of  his  pray, 
A  Dragon  fiers  encountreth  in  his  flight, 
Through  wideft  ayrc  making  his  ydle  way, 
That  would  his  rightfull  rauinerend  away: 
With  hideous  horror  both  together  fmight, 
And  (buce  fo  fore, that  they  thc4ieauens  affray: 
The  wife  Souchfayer  feeing  fo  (ad  fight, 

Th  amazed  vulg^rtclles  ofwarrcs  and  mortall  fight. 

So  th'one  for  wrong,the  other  ftriues  for  right, 
And  each  to  deadly  fhame  would  driue  his  foe: 
The  cruell  fteele  fo  greedily  doth  bight 
In  tender  flefh,that  ftreames  of  blood  down  flow, 
With  which  the  armes,that  earft  (b  bright  did  fhow 
Into  a  pure  vermillion  now  are  dyde: 
Great  ruth  in  all  the  gazers  harts  did  grow, 
Seeing  the  gored  woundes  to  gape  fo  wyde, 

That  vi&ory  they  dare  not  wilk  to  cither  fide. 

At  lift  the  Paynim  chaunft  to  cafl:  his  eye, 
His  fuddein  eye,  flaming  with  wrathfullfyre, 
Vpon  his  brothers  fliield,whkh  hong  thereby: 
Therewith  redoubled  was  his  raging  yre, 

And 
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And  (aid,  Ah  wretched  fonnc  of  wofull  fyre, 
Doeft  thou  fit  wayling  by  blacke  Stygtin  lake, 
Whyleft  here  thy  fhicld  is  hangd  for  vi&ors  hyre, 
And  fluggifh  gcrman  docfl:  thy  forces  flake, 

To  after-fend  his  foe,  that  him  may  ouertakc  ? 

Goe  cay  due  Elfe,  him  quickly  ouertake, 

And  foone  redeeme from  his  long  wandring  woe, 
Goe  guiltie  ghoft,  to  him  my  meflage  make, 
That  I  his  fhieldhaue  quit  from  dyingfoe. 
Therewith  vpon  his  creft  he  ftroke  him  fo, 
That  twife  he  reeled,  readie  twife  to  fall; 
End  of  the  doubtfull  battaile  deemed  tho 
The  lookers  on5  and  lo wd  to  h  im  gan  call 

The  falfe  Duejja ,  Thine  the  ftield,  and  I,  and  all. 

Soone  as  the  Faerie  heard  his  tadie  fpeakc , 
Out  of  his  fwowning  dreame  he  gan  awake, 
And  quickningfaith ,  that  earfl:  was  woxen  weakc, 
The  creeping  deadly  cold  away  did  (hake : 
Tho  mou'd  with  wrath,  and  fhame^and  Ladies  fake, 
Of  all  attonce  he  caft  auen  gd  to  be. 
And  with  foexceeding  furie  at  him  ftrake, 
That  forced  him  to  ftoupe  vpon  his  knee5 

Had  he  not  ftouped  fo,  he  fliould  haue  clouen  bee. 

And  to  him  faid,  Goe  now  proud  Mifcrcant, 
Thy  felfe  thy  meffagedoto  german  deare, 
Alone  he  wandring  thee  too  long  doth  want: 
Goe  fay,  his  foe  thy  (hield  with  his  doth  beare. 
Therewith  his  heauie  hand  he  high  gan  reare, 
Him  to  haue  flaine ;  when  lo  a  darkefome  clowd 
Vpon  him  fell:  he  no  where  doth  appcare, 
But  vanitln  is. The  Elfe  him  calls  aiowd, 

But  anfwer  none  receiucs:  the  darknes  him  does  flirowd 

E  In 
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In  haftc  DueJJi  from  her  place  arofe, 

And  to  him  running  fayd ,  O  proweft  knight, 
That  euer  Ladie  to  her  louc  did  chofe, 
Let  now  abate  the  terrour  of  your  might, 
And  quench  the  flame  of  furious  defpight. 
And  bloodie  vengeance;  lo  th'infernall  powres 
Couering  your  foe  with  cloud  of  deadly  night, 
Haue  borne  him  henceto  P/a/wbalcfullbowres. 

The  conqueft  yours,I  yours,  the  (hield.and  gloryyours. 

Not  all  fo  fatisfide,  with  greedy  eye 

He  fought  all  round  about ,  his  thrifty  blade 
To  bathe  in  blood  of  faithleffe  enimy ; 
Who  all  that  while  lay  hid  in  fecret  fhade : 
He  ftandes  amazed,  how  he  thence  fhoiild  fade. 
Atlaft  the  trumpets  Triumph  found  on  hie, 
And  running  Heralds  humble  homage  made, 
Greeting  him  goodly  with  new  vi&orie, 

And  to  him  brought  the  fhield,  the  caufe  of  enmitie* 

Wherewith  he  goeth  to  that  foueraine  Queene, 
And  falling  her  before  on  lowly  knee, 
To  her  makes  prefent  of  his  feruice  feene  : 
Which  fhe  accepts,  with  thankes,  and  goodly  grec„ 
Greatly  aduauncinghis  gay  chcualree. 
Somarcheth  home,  and  by  her  takes  the  knight, 
Whom  all  the  people  followe  with  great  glee, 
Shouting ,  and  clapping  all  their  hands  on  hight, 

That  all  the  ayre  it  fils,  and  flyes  to  heauen  bright. 

Home  is  he  brought,  and  layd  in  fumptuous  bed : 
Where  many  skilful!  leaches  him  abide, 
To  faluc  his  hurts,  that  yet  (till  frefhly  bled. 
In  wine  and  oyle  they  wafli  his  woundes  wide, 

And 
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And  fbftly  gan  embalmc  on  cucric  fide] 
And  all  the  while,  moft  hcaucnly  melody 
About  the  bed  fwcet  mufickc  did  diuidc , 
Him  to  beguile  of  gricfc  and  agony  : 

And  all  the  while  Due  fa  wept  full  bitterly. 

As  when  a  wcarie  traueiler  that  ftrayes 
By  muddy  Ihorc  of  broad  feuen-mouthed  Nile, 
Vnwceting  of  the  perillous  wandring  wayes, 
Doth  meete  a  crueli  craftie  Crocodile, 
Which  in  falfe  gricfe  hy  ding  his  harmefull  guile, 
Doth  wcepe  full  fore,  and  (heddcth  tender  tcares : 
The  foolifli  man,  that  pitcies  all  this  while 
His  mournef  ull  plight,  is  fwallowd  vpvnwarcs, 

Forgetfull  of  his  ownc,  that  mindes  an  others  cares. 

So  wept  Due/a  vntill  cucnty de, 

That  fhyning  lampes  in  hues  high  houfe  were  light : 
Then  forth  flic  rofc ,  nc  lengcr  would  abide, 
But  comes  vnto  the  place,  where  th'Hcthen  knight 
In  flombring  fwownd  nigh  voyd  6f vitall  fpright, 
Lay  couer'd  with  inchaunted  cloud  all  day : 
Whom  when  flic  found,  as  flic  him  left  in  plight. 
To  wayle  his  wofull  cafe  fhc  would  not  ftay, 

But  to  the  Eafterne  coaft  of  heauen  makes  fpeedy  way. 

Where  grieflyiWg^with  vifagc  deadly  fad, 
That  Pbcebus  chearcfull  facedurft  ncucr  vew, 
And  in  a  foulc  blackc  pitchy  mantle  clad, 
She  findes  forth  comming  from  her  darkfomc  mew, 
Where  (he  all  day  did  hide  her  hated  hew. 
Before  the  dore  her  yroncharet  flood, 
Already  harneffedforiourncyncvv; 
And  colcblacke  ftccdes  ybornc  of  hellifh  brood, 

That  on  their  rufty  bits  did  champ,as  they  were  wood. 

E  2  Who 
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Who  when  fhcfaw  Dueflk  funny  bright, 
Adornd  with  gold  and  icwels  (hining  deare, 
She  greatly  grew  amazed  at  the  fight, 
And  th'vnacquainted  light  began  to  fearc  : 
For  neuer  did  fuch  brightnes  there  appcare, 
And  would  haue  backe  retyred  to  her  caue, 
Vntill  the  witches  {peach  fhe  gan  to  heare, 
Saying,  yet  O  thou  dreaded  Dame  , 1  craue 

Abyde,  till  I  haue  told  the  meflage,  which  I  haue* 

She  ftay  d,  and  foorth  Due/a  gan  proccede, 
O  thou  moftauncient  Grandmother  of  all, 
More  old  then  Joue9  w  horn  thou  at  firft  didft  breede5 
Or  that  great  houfeof  Gods .cseleftiall, 
Which  waft  begot  in  D&mogorgons  hall, 
And  fawft  the  fecrets  of  the  world  vnmade, 
Why  fuffredft  thou  thy  Ncphewes  deare  to  fall 
With  Elfin  fword,  moft  fhamefully  betrade  ? 

Lo  where  the  (tout  Sanjioy  doth  fleepe  in  deadly  fhade* 

And  him  before,  I  faw  with  bitter  eyes 

The  bold  Smtfoy  fhrinck  vnderneathhis  fpeare; 
And  now  the  pray  of  fowles  in  field  he  lyes, 
Nor  wayld  of  friends,  nor  layd  on  groning  beare, 
That  whylome  was  to  me  too  dearely  deare. 
O  what  of  Gods  then  boots  it  to  be  borne^ 
If  old  Aveugles  fonncs  fo  cuill  heare  ?  - 
Or  who  fhall  not  great  Nightes  children  fcorne, 

When  twoof  three  hex  Nephews  are  fo  fowle  forlorne. 

Vp  then,  vp  dreary  Dame,  of  darknes  Queene, 
Go  gather  vp  the  reliques  of  thy  race, 
Or  clfe  goe  them  auenge,and  letbe  fecne, 
That  dreaded  Night  in  brighteft  day  hath  place, 

An4 


Cant.  V.  m  Faery  Queerte.  6? 

And  can  the  children  of  fayre  light  deface. 
Her  feeling  fpeaches  fomc  com^aflion  mou'd 
.  In  hart,  and  chaunge  in  that  great  mothers  face : 

Yet  pitty  in  her  hart  was  neucr  prou'd 
Till  then:  for  euermore  fhc  hated  ,  neucr  louM. 

And  faid,  Dearc  daughter  rightly  may  I  rcw 
The  fall  of  famous  children  borne  of  mee, 
And  good  fuccefles>  which  their  foes  enfew: 
But  who  can  cur ne  the  ftreamcof  deftince, 
Orbreakethechayneof  ftrong  ncceflitec, 
Which  faft  is  tydc  to  IouestmmW  feat. 
The  fonnes  of  Day  hefauoureth,  I  fee, 
And  by  my  ruincs  thinkes  to  make  them  great : 

To  make  one  great  by  others  loffc,is  bad  exchcau 

Yet  fhall  they  not  efcapc  fo  freely  all ; 

For  fomc  fhall  pay  the  price  of  others  guilt : 
And  he  the  man  that  made  Sansfoy  to  fall, 
Shall  with  his  o  wne  blood  price,  that  he  hath  fpilt. 
But  what  art  thou,  that  tcltt  of  Nephews  kilt  ? 
I  that  do  fecme  not  I ,  Due/a  ame, 
Quoth  flic,  how  cucr  now  in  garments  gilt, 
And  gorgeous  gold  arayd  I  to  thee  came  j 

Dm  fa  I,  thedaughtcr  of  Dcccipt  and  Shame. 

Then  bowing  downe  her  aged  backe,  fhe  kift 
The  wicked  witch,  fayingjn  that  fayre  face 
The  falfe  refcmblauncc  ofDcccipt,I  wift 
Did  clofely  lurkc ;  yet  fo  true-fceming  grace 
It  carried,  that  I  fcarfe  in  darkfbmc  place 
Could  it  difcernc,though  I  the  mother  bee 
Of  fafliood3androote  of  Duefiaes  race. 
O  welcome  child,  whom  I  hauelongd  to  fee, 

And  now  haue  feene  vn wares.  Lo  now  I  goe  with  thee. 

E  ?  ^  Then 
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Then  to  her  yron  wagon  (he betakes, 

And  with  her  beares  the  fowle  wclfauourd  witch: 

Through  mirkefome  aire  her  ready  way  (he  makes. 

Her  twyfold  Tcmc,  of  which  two  blackc  as  pitch, 

And  two  were  browne,  yet  each  to  each  vnlich, 

Did  fofily  fwim  away,  ne  euer  (lamp, 

Vnlcflc  ftie  chailft  their  ftubborne  mouths  to  twitch; 

T  hen  foming  tarre,  their  bridles  they  would  champ. 
And  trampling  the  fine  element,  would  fiercely  ramp. 

So  well  they  fped,  that  they  be  come  at  length 
Vnto  the  place,  whereas  the  Paynim  lay, 
Deuoid  ot  outward  fence,  and  natiue  ftrength, 
Couerd  with  charmed  cloud  from  vew  of  day, 
And  fight  of  men,  fincc  his  late  luckeleffe  fray. 
His  cruell  wounds  with  cruddy  bloud  congcald, 
They  binden  vp  fo  wifely,  as  they  may, 
And  handle  foftly,  till  they  can  be  heald: 

So  lay  him  in  her  charett,  clofe  in  nigh  t  conceald. 

And  all  the  while  flie  flood  vpon  the  grouud, 
The  wakefull  dogs  did  ncuer  cede  to  bay, 
As  giuing  warning  of  thVnwonted  found, 
With  which  her  yron  wheeles  did  them  affray, 
And  her  darke  grieily  looke  them  much  difmay^ 
The  mefTenger of  death,  the  ghaftly  owle 
With  drery  fhriekesdidalfo  her  bewray; 
And  hungry  wolues  continually  did  howlei. 

At  her  abhorred  face,  fo  filthy  andfo  fowle. 

Thence  turning  backe  in  filencefofce  they  dole, 
And  brought  the  heauy  corfe  with  eafy  pace 
To  yawning  guIfeofdccpc^rr»whole» 
By  thatfame  hole  an  cntrauncc  darke  and  bace 
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Withfmoake  and  fulphur  hiding  all  the  place, 
Defcends  to  hell:  there  creature  neuer  paft, 
That  backe  retourned  without  heauenly  grace; 
But  dreadfull  Furies,  which  their  chaines  haue  braft, 

And  damned  fprights  fent  forth  to  make  ill  men  aghaft. 

By  that  fame  way  the  direfull  dames  doe  driue 
Their  mournefull  charett,  fild  with  rufty  blood, 
And  downe  to  Plutoes  houfe  are  come  biliue: 
Which  pafling  through,  on  euery  fide  them  ftood 
The  trembling  ghofts  with  fad  amazed  mood, 
Chattring  their  iron  teeth,  and  flaring  wide 
With  ftony  eies;  and  all  the  helliih  brood 
Offeendsinfernallflockt  on  euery  fide,  . 

To  gaze  on  erthly  wight,  that  with  the  Night  duritridiC. 

They  pas  the  bitter  waucs  of  Acheron, 
Where  many  foules  fit  wailing  woefuly, 
And  come  to  fiery  flood  otvhlegctm* 
Whereas  the  damned  ghofts  in  torments  fry, 
And  with  lharp  Quilling  fhrickes  doc  bootleffe  cry5 
Curfinghigh  Iouc,  thewhichthem  thither  fent. 
The  houfe  of  endleffe  painc  is  built  thereby, 
In  which  ten  thoufand  forts  of  punUhmcnt 

The  curled  creatures  doe  eternally  torment. 

Before  the  threfhold  dreadfull  Cerberus 
His  three  deformed  heads  did  lay  along. 
Curled  with  thoufand  adders  venemous, 
And  lilled  forth  his  bloody  flaming  tong: 
At  them  he  gan  to  reare  his  bridles  ftrong, 
And  felly  gnarre,  vntill  Dayes  enemy 
Did  him  appeafe ;  then  downe  his  tailehe  hong 
And  fuffered  them  to  paffen  quietly: 

For  the  in  hclland  heauen  had  power  equally. 

E4  There 
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There  was  lxicn  turned  on  a  wheele, 
For  daring  tempt  the  Queene  of  heauen  to  fin; 
And  Sifyfhus  an  huge  round  ftone  did  reele 
Againft  an  hill,  ne  might  from  labour  litn 
There  thrifty  T mtalus  hong  by  the  chin^ 
And  Tityus  ted  a  vultur  on  his  maw; 
Typhosus  ioynts  were  ftretched  on  a  gin, 
The  feus  condemned  to  endlelle  flouth  by  law 

And  fifty  fitters  water  in  lete  veffels  draw. 

They  all  beholding  worldly  wights  in  place, 

Leaue  off  their  worke,  vnmindfull  of  their  firurt^ 
To  gaze  on  them  j  who  forth  by  them  doe  pace, 
Till  they  be  come  vnto  the  furtheft  part: 
Where  was  a  Cauey  wrought  by  wondrous  an, 
DeepejdarkejVneafy^oIetuI^comfordc  ITe, 
In  which  fad  Aefculapfashv  apart 
Emprifond  was  in  chaines  remedilcflc, 

For  that  Hiffolytus  rent  corfe  he  did  redrefFe. 

Htypolytusz  iolly  huntfman  was, 

That  wont  in  charett  chace  the  foming  bore^ 
He  all  his  Peeres  in  beauty  did  furpas, 
But  Ladies  loue  as  lotfe  of  time  forbore : 
His  wanton  ftepdameloucd  him  the  more* 
But  when  fhe  faw  her  offred  fweets  refuf d 
Her  loue  fhe  turnd  to  hare,  and  him  before 
His  father  fierce  of  treafon  falfe  accufd, 

And  with  her  gealous  termes  his  open  earesabufcL 

Who  all  in  rage  his  Sea-god  fyrebefought, 
Some  enrfed  vengeaunce  on  his  fonne  to  caft: 
Fro  furging  gulf  two  Mofters  ftreight  were  brought, 
With  dread  whereof  his  chacing  Iteedes  aghatf, 

Both 
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Both  charctt  fwiftc  and  huntfman  ouercaft* 
His  goodly  corps  on  ragged  difts  yrcnt. 
Was  quite  di{membred,andhis  members  chaft 
Scattered  on  euery  mountaine.,as  he  went* 
*T\\ix.oiHiffolytu$  waslcfte no  moniment. 

His  cruellftepdame  feeing  what  was  donne, 
Her  wicked  daies  with  wretched  knife  did  end, 
In  death  auowing  th'innocence  of  her  fbnne. 
Which  hearing  his  rafh  Syre,  began  to  rend 
His  heare,  and  hafty  tong,  that  did  offend: 
Tho  gathering  vp  the  rclicks  of  his  fmart 
ftyDiancs  meanes,  whowasHz/^/^frend, 
Them  brought  to  Aefculape^  that  by  his  art 

Did  heale  them  all  againc,  and  ioyncd  eiiery  pare. 

- 

Such  wondrous  fciencein  mans  witt  to  rain 
When  loue  auizd,  that  could  the  dead  reviue, 

, .  And  fates  expired  could  renew  again. 
Of  endlefle  life  he  might  him  not  depriue, 
But  vnto  hell  did  thrult  him  downe  aliue, 
With  flafhing  thunderboltywounded  fore: 
Where  long  remaining,  he  did  alwaies  ftriue 
Him  felfe  with  falues  to  health  for  to  reftore, 

And  flake  the  heauenly  fire,  that  raged  euermorc 

There  auncicntNightarriuing,did  alight 

From  her  nigh  weary  wayne5  and  in  her  armes 
To  AEfcuUfius  brought  the  wounded  knight: 
Whome  hauing  foftly  difaraid  of  armcs, 
Tho  gan  to  him  difcouer  all  his  harmcs, 
Befeeching  him  with  prayer,  and  with  praife, 
If  either  falues,  or  oyles,  or  heritor  charmes 
A  for  Jonne  wight  from  dore  of  death  mote  raife* 

He  would  at  her  jequeft  prolong  her  nephews  daies. 

Ah 
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Ah  Dame  (qd.  he)  thou  tempteft  mc  in  vaine, 
To  dare  the  thing,  which  daily  yet  I  rew, 
And  the  old  caule  of  my  continued  painc 
With  like  attempt  to  like  end  to  renew. 
Is  not  enoughjthat thruft  from  heauen  dew 
Here  endleffepenaunceforonc  fault  I  pay, 
But  that  redoubled  crime  with  vengeaunce  new 
Thou  biddeft  mc  to  ecke  ?  Can  Night  defray  (day? 

The  wrath  of  thundring/^  that  rules  both  night  and 

Not  fo  (qd.  flie)  but  fith  that  heauens  king 

From  hope  of  heauen  hath  thee  excluded  quight, 
Why  feareft  thou,  that  canfl:  not  hope  fot  thing, 
And  feareft  not,  that  more  thee  hurtcn  might, 
Nowin  thepowrcof  cuerlafting  Night? 
Goe  to  then,  O  thou  far  rcnouned  fonne 
Of  great  Apollo,  (hew  thy  famous  might-  # 
In  medicine,  that  els  hath  to  thee  wonne 

Great  pains.,and  greater  praife,both  neuer  to  be  donnc* 

Her  words  prcuaild  :  And  then  the  learned  leach 
His  cunning  hand  gan  to  his  wounds  to  lay, 
And  all  things  els,  the  which  his  art  did  teach: 
Which  hatting  feene,  from  thence  arofeaway 
The  mother  of dredd  darkenefle,  and  let  flay 
Aimgles  fonne  there  in  the  leaches  cure, 
AndWke  mourning  tooke  her  wonted  way, 
To  ronne  her  timely  race,  whilft  Phoebus  pure  . 
In  wefterne  waucs  his  weary  wagon  did  rccurc.1 

ThchKcDuejfa  leauingnoyous Night, 

Returndtoftatelypallaccoft)ame?ry^  l 
Where  when  flie  came,  ftie  found  the  Faery  knight 
Dcpartcdthence,albeehiswoundes  wyde 


Cdnt.V.  the Faery  Queene.  7\ 

Not  throughly  heald,  vnrcady  were  to  rydc* 
Good  caufc  he  had  ta  h  aften  thence  awayj 
For  on  a  day  his  wary  D warfe  had  Ipyde, 
Where  in  a  dungeon  deepe  huge  nombers  lay 
Of  cay  due  wretched  thralls,that  wayled  night  and  day* 

A  ruefull  fight,  as  could  be  feene  with  tic-y 
Of  whom  he  learned  had  in  fecret  wife 
The  hidden  caufc  of  their  captiuitie, 
How  mortgaging  their  hues  xo  Couetlfe^ 
Through  waft  full  Pride,  and  wanton  Riotrfe, 
They  were  by  law  of  that  proud  Tyrannefle 
Prouokt  with  Wrath ,and  Enujeshlte  furmife, 
Condemned  to  that  Dongeon  mercilefle, 

Where  they  fhould  liue  in  wo,  &  dye  in  wretchednefle* 

There  was  that  great  proud  king  oiBahylony 
That  would  cc  mpell  all  nations  to  adore*, 
And  him  as  onely  God  to  call  vpoo, 
Till  through  celeftiafl  doome  thrown  out  of  dote* 
Into  an  Oxehe  wa*  transformdofyore: 
There  alfo  wasldngCra/w,  thatenhaunft 
His  hart  too  high  through  his  great  richefle  ftore^ 
And  proud  Antiochus,  the  which  aduaunft 

His  curfed  hand  gairift  God^and  on  his  al tares  daunfh. 

And  them  long  time  before,  geatT^imrod  was, 
That  firft  the  world  with  iword  and  fire  warraydj 
And  after  h  im  old  ISlinus  far  did  pas 
In  princely  pomp ,  of  all  the  world  obayd; 
There  alfo  was  that  mightieMonarchlayd 
Low  vnder  all,  yet  aboue  alt  in  pride, 
That  name  of  natitie  fyredidfowlevpbrayd, 
And  would  as  Ammons  fonne  be  magnifide, 

Till  fcornd  of  God  and  man  a  ihamcfuil  dcait  he  dide. 

Al 
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All  thefe  together  in  one  heaps  were  throwne, 
Like  carkafes  of  beaftesin  butchers  ftall. 
And  in  another  corner  wide  were  ftrowne 
The  Antique  ruins  of  the  Romanes  fall: 
Great  Romulus  the  Grandfyre  of  them  all, 
Proud  Tarquin^nd  too  lordly  Lentulus, 
Stout  Scipio^nd  ftubbornc  Hanniball^ 
Ambitious  jy/^andftcrnc  Mams, 

High  Otf/2r,grcat  Pompey^nd  fiers  Antonm. 

Amongft  thefe  mightie  men  were  wemen  mixt, 
Proud  wemcn,  vaine/orgetfull  of  their  yoke: 
The  bold  Scmiramisyvholc  fides  tranffixt 
With  fonnes  own  blade,  her  fowle  reprochesfpokej 
Fayre  5/A<?w^,thatherfelfcdid  choke 
With  wiifull  chord,  for  wanting  of  her  willj 
High  minded  Cleopatra,  that  wich  flroke 
Of  Afpes  fting  her  felfe  did  ftoutly  kill:  (fill 
Andthoufandsmoethelike,thatdid  that  dongcoa 

Befides  theendlefle  routes  of  wretched  thrallcs, 
Which  thether  were  aflcmbled  day  by  day, 
From  all  the  world  after  their  wofull  falles, 
Through  wicked  pride3and  wafted  welthes  decay. 
But  moft  of  all,which  in  the  Dongeon  lay 
Fell  from  high  Princes  courtcs,or  Ladies  bowrcs, 
Where  they  in  ydle  pomp,  or  wanton  play, 
Confumed  had  their  goods,and  thriftlcflc  howrcs, 

Andlaftly  thrown  thcmfclues  into  thefe  heauy  ftowrcs. 

Whofe  cafe  whenas  the  carefull  Dwarfe  had  tould, 
And  made  enfample  of  their  mournfull  fight 
Vntohis  maifter,hc  no  lenger  would 
There  dwell  in  perill  of  like  painefull  plighr, 
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But  earely  rofe^and  crc  that  dawning  light 
Difcouered  had  the  world  to  heaucn  wyde, 
He  by  a  priuy  Poftcrne  tooke  his  flight, 
That  of  no  cnuious  eyes  he  mote  be  fpy  dc: 
For  doubtlefle  death  enfewed,  if  any  him  defcrydc* 

Scarfe  could  he  footing  find  in  that  fowle  way, 
For  many  corfes,  like  a  great  Lay-ftall 
Of  murcired  men  which  therein  ftrowed  lay, 
Without  remorfe,  or  decent  funeraU: 
Which  al  through  that  great  Princefle pride  didfall 
And  came  to  fhamefullend.  And  them  befyde 
Forth  ryding  vnderneath  the  caftell  wall, 
A  Donghill  of  dead  carcafe  he  fpyde, 

The  dreadfull  fpedacle  of  that  fad  houfc  of  Frydc. 

Can.  VI. 

vS  From  ktoiefle  Ittji  by  Wondrous  grace  j^Sl 
fityre  Vna  is  releaftt 
Whom  faluage  nation  does  adore, 
and  learnes  her  wife  beheaft. 


AS  when  a  {hip,  that  flyes  fayre  vnder  fayle, 
An  hidden  rocke  efcaped  hath  vnwares, 
«  That  lay  in  waite  her  wrack  for  to  be  waile, 
The  Marriner  yet  halfe  amazed  flares 
At  perill  paft,and  yet  it  doubt  ne  dares 
To  ioy  at  hisfoolhappie  ouerfight: 
So  doubly  is  diftreft  twixt  ioy  and  cares 
The  dreadlclfe  corage  of  this  Elfin  knight, 
Hauing  efcaptfo  fad  examples  in  his  fight. 


Yet 
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Yet  fad  he  was,  that  his  too  haftic  fpeed 
The  fayrc  Duep'  had  forft  him  leaue  behind; 
And  yet  more  fad,  that  Vim  his  deare  dreed 
Her  truth  had  ftaynd  with  treafon  fb  vnkind* 
Yet  cryme  in  her  could  neuer  creature  find, 
But  for  his  Iouc,  and  for  her  own  fclfe  fake, 
She  wandred  had  from  one  to  other  7W, 
Him  for  to  feckc,ne  eucr  would  forfake> 

Till  heir  vnwarcs  the  fiers  SanfUy  did  oucrtakc. 

Who  after  Archimagocs  fo wle  defeat, 
Led  her  away  into  a  forcft  wildc, 
And  turning  wrathfull  fyre  to  luftfull  heat, 
With  beaftly  fin  thought  her  to  hauc  dcfildc, 
And  made  the  vaffall  of  his  pleafurcs  vilde. 
Yet  firft  he  caft  by  treatie,and  by  traynes, 
Her  to  perfuade,  that  ftubborne  fort  to  y ildc: 
For  greater  conqucft  of  hard  loue  he  gay  nes, 

That  workes  it  to  his  will,thcn  he  that  it  conftraincs. 

With  fawning  wordes  he  courted  her  a  while, 
And  looking  louely,and  oft  fighing  fore, 
Her  conftant  hart  did  tempt  with  diuerfe  guile: 
But  wordcs,and  lookcs,and  fighes  fhc  did  abhore> 
As  rock  of  Diamond  ftedf  aft  euermore. 
Yet  for  to  feed  his  fyrie  luftfull  eye, 
He  fnatcht  th  e  vcle,that  hong  her  face  before; 
Then  gan  her  bcauticfhyne,as  brighteft  skyc, 

And  burnt  his  beaftly  hart  t'efforce  herchaftitye. 

So  when  he  faw  his  flatt  ring  artcs  to  fayle, 
And  fubtile  engines  bett  from  batterec, 
With  greedy  force  he  gan  the  fort  aflliyle, 
Whereof  he  wcend  poflcflc  foonc  tg  bee, 

And 
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And  win  rich  fpoilc  of  ranfackt  chaftitcc. 
Ah  hcaucns  ,that  doc  this  hideous  aft  behold, 
And  heauenly  virgin  thus  outraged  fee, 
How  can  ye  vengeance  iuft  fo  long  withhold, 
And  hurle  notflafliing  flames  vpo  that  Paynim  bold? 

The  pitteous  mayden  carefull  comfortlefle, 

Docs  throw  out  thrilling  fliriekcsaand  Ihrieking  crycs> 
Thelaft  vainc  helpc  of  wemens  great  diftrefle, 
And  with  loud  plaintes  importuneth  the  skyes, 
That  molten  ftarrcs  doe  drop  like  weeping  ey  es  j 
And  Phoebus  flying  fo  moft  fhamefull  fight. 
His  blufliing  face  in  foggy  cloud  implyes, 
And  hydes  for  (hame.  What  witt  of  mortall  wight 
Can  now  deuife  to  quitt  a  thrall  from  fuch  a  plight? 

Etcrnall  prouidence  exceeding  thought, 

Where  noneappeares  can  make  her  felfe  a  way: 
A  wondrous  way  it  for  this  Lady  wrought, 
From  Lyons  clawes  to  pluck  the  gryped  pray. 
Her flirill outcry es  and  fhrieks  fo  loud  did  bray, 
That  all  the  woodes  and  forcftes  did  refowndj 
A  troupe  of  Fames  and  Satyr es  far  a  way 
Within  the  wood  were  dauncing  in  a  rownd, 
Whiles  old  Syluams  flcpt  in  (hady  arber  fo wnd, 

Who  when  they  heard  chat  pitteous  drained  voice, 
In  hafte  forfooke  their  rurallmerimcnt, 
And  ran  to wardes  the  far  rebownded  noy ce, 
To  weet,  what  wight  fo  loudly  did  lament. 
Vnto  the  place  they  come  incontinent: 
Whom  when  the  raging  Sarazin  efpyde, 
A  rudemifhappen^onftrous  rablement, 
Whofe  like  he  neuer  faw,he  durft  not  byde/ 

But  go t  his  ready  ftccd,  and  faft  away  gan  rydc. 
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The  wyld  woodgods  arriued  in  the  place, 

There  find  the  virgin  doolfull  defolate, 

With  ruffled  rayments,andfayreblubbredfacc, 

As  her  outrageous  foe  had  left  her  late, 

And  trembling  yet  through  fcare  of  former  hate; 

All  fland  amazed  at  fo  vncouth  fight, 

And  gin  to  pittie  her  vnhappie  ftate, 

All  ftand  aftonied  at  her  beautie  bright, 
In  their  rude  eyes  vnworthy  of  fo  wofull  plight. 

She  more  amazd,in  double  dread  doth  dwell  ^ 
And  euery  tender  part  for  feare  does  (hake: 
As  when  a  greedy  Wolfe  through  honger  fell 
A  feely  Lamb  far  from  the  flock  does  take, 
Of  whom  he  meanes  his  bloody  feaftto  make, 
A  Lyon  fpyes  faft  running  towards  him, 
The  innocent  pray  in  haft  he  does  forfake, 
Which  quitt  from  death  yet  quakes  in  euery  lira 

Withchaungcoffeare,tofeethc  Lyon  lookefo  grim. 

Such  feareful!  fitt  aflaid  her  trembling  hart, 
Ne  word  to  fpeake,nc  ioynt  to  moue  fhe  had: 
The  faluage  nation  feele  her  fecret  fmart, 
And  read  her  forrow  in  her  countenance  fad; 
Their  frowning  f  orheades  with  rough  homes  yclad, 
And  ruftick  horror  all  a  fyde  doe  lay, 
And  gently  grenning,  fhew  a  fcmblance  glad 
To  comfort  her,  and  fcare  to  put  away, 

Their  backward  bent  knees  teach  her  humbly  to  obay. 

The  doubtfullDamzell  dare  not  yet  committ, 
Her  fingle  perfon  to  their  barbarous  truth, 
But  ftill  t  wixt  feare  and  hope  amazd  does  fitt, 
Late  learnd  what  harme  to  hafty  truft  enfu'th, 

They 
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They  in  cpmpaffion  of  her  tender  youth, 
And  wonder  of  her  beautic  {dueraync, 
Are  wonne  with  pitty  and  vnwonted  ruth, 
And  all  proftrate  vpon  the  lowly  playne,  (fayne. 
Doe  kifle  her  feete,  and  fawne  oh  her  with  count  nance 

Their  harts  fhe  ghefleth  by  their  humble  guifc, 
And  yieldes  her  to  cxtremitie  of  time ; 
So  from  the  ground  Are  feareleffe  doth  arife. 
And  walketh  forth  without  fufpeft  of  crime: 
They  all  as  glades  birdes  of  iovous  Pryme, 
Thence  lead  her  forth,  about  her  dauncing  round. 
Shouting,  and  finging  all  a  fhepheards  ryme, 
And  with  grecne  braunches  ftrowing  all  the  ground, 

Do  worftiip  her,  as  Queene,  with  oliue  girlond  cround. 

And  all  the  way  their  merry  pipes  they  found, 
That  all  the  woods  with  doubled  Eccho  ring, 
And  with  their  horned  feet  doe  weare  the  ground. 
Leaping  like  wanton  kids  in  pleafant  Spring. 
So  towards  old  Sjluanus  they  her  bring ; 
Who  with  the  noy fe  awaked,  commeth  out, 
To  weet  the  caufe,  his  weake  ftcps  gouerning, 
And  aged  limbs  on  CyprefTe  ftadle  ftout, 

And  with  an  yuic  twyne  his  wafte  is  girt  about. 

Far  offhe  wonders,  what  them  makes  fo  glad, 
Or  Bacchus  merry  fruit  they  did  inuent, 
Or  Cybeks  franticke  rites  haue  made  them  mad; 
They  drawing  nigh ,  vnto  their  God  prefent 
That  flowreof  fayth  and  beautie  excellent  : 
TheGodhimfelfevewingthatmirrhourrare, 
Stood  long  amazd,  and  burnt  in  his  intent; 
His  o  wne  fayre  Dry  of  e  now  he  thinkes  not  faire, 

And  Pholoe  fowle,  when  her  to  this  he  doth  compaire, 

F  The 
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The  woodborne  people  fall  before  her  flat, 
And  wcrfliip  her  as  Goddeffe  of  the  wood; 
And  oldSyluams  felfe  bethinkes  not,  what 
To  thinke  of  wight  fo  fayrc,  bur  gazing  flood, 
In  doubt  todeeme  her  borne  of  earthly  brood; 
Sometimes  Dame  Venus  felfe  he  feemes  to  fee, 
But  raws neuerhadfb  fober  mood*, 
Sometimes  Diana  he  her  takes  to  be, 

But  mifleth  bow,and  fhaftes,and  bufkins  to  her  knee. 

By  vew  of  her  he  gtnneth  to  reuiue 

His  ancient  loue3  and  deareft  Cyparife, ; 
And  calles  to  mind  his  pourtraiture  aliue, 
How  fay  re  he  was-,,  and  yet  not  fayre  to  this, 
And  how  he  flew  with  glauncing  dart  amilfe 
A  gentle  Hyod,  the  which  th e  louely  boy 
Did  loue  as  life,  abouc  all  worldly  bliffej 
For  griefe  whereof  the  lad  n'ould  after  ioy, 

But  pynd  away  in  anguiih  and  felfewild  annoy • 

The  vflDoddy  Ny mphes ,  faire  Hamadryxde^ 
Her  to  behold  do  thether  runiie  apace, 
And  all  the  troupe  of  light-foot  A^/*^, 
Flocke  all  about  to  fee  her  louely  face: 
But  when  they  vewedhaueher  hcauenly  grace, 
They  enuy  her  in  their  malitious  mrnd, 
And  fly  away  for  feare  of  fo  wle  difgrace : 
But  all  the  Satj  wfcorne  their  woody  kind. 

And  henceforth  nothing  fairc,but  her  on  earth  they  find 

Glad  of  fuch  lucke,  the  luckelefle  lucky  mayd, 
Did  her  content  to  pleafe  their  feeble  eyes, 
And  long  time  with  that  faluage  people  ftay  4 
To  gather  breath  in  many  miferyes. 
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During  which  time  her  gentle  wit  fhe  plye*; 
To  teach  them  truth  ,  which  worthipt  her  inviine. 
And  made  her  thlmage  of  Idolatryes  g 
But  when  their  bootlcffezeale  (he  didrcftrayne 

Fr5  her  own  worfhip,they  her  Affc  would  wor&ip  fayn. 

It  fortuned  a  noble  warlike  knight 
By  iuft:  occafion  to  that  forreft  came, 
To  fecke  his  kindred,  and  the  lignage  right, 
From  whence  he  tookc  his  weldeferued  name  : 
He  had  in  armes  abroad  wonne  muchell  fame, 
And  fild  far  Iandes  with  glorie  of  his  might, 
Plaine,  faithful!,  true3andenimy  of  fhame, 
And  euer  lou'd  to  fight  for  Ladies  right, 

But  in  vaine  glorious  frayes  he  litle  did  delight. 

A  Satyres  fonne  ybornein  forrcfl:  wyld, 
By  ftraunge  aduenturc  as  it  did  betyde, 
And  there  begotten  of  a  Lady  myld, 
Fayrc rhymis  the  daughter  of  Labrydcy 
That  was  in  &crcd  bandes  of  wcdlocke  tydc 
Torj&m^aloofevnruly  fwaynej 
Who  had  more  ioy  to  raunge  the  forreft  wyde, 
And  chafe  the  faiuage  bcaft  with  bufic  payne, 

Then  fcrue  his  Ladies  loue,  &  wafte  in  plcafures  vaync. 

The  forlorne  mayd  did  with  Ioues  longing  butne, 
And  could  notlacke  her  louers  company, 
But  to  the  wood  Hie  goes,  to  ferue  her  turne, 
And  feeke  her  fpoufe,  that  from  her  flill  does  fly, 
And  followes  other  game  and  vencry : 
ASatyrechaunfther  wandringfor  tofindc, 
And  kindling  coles  of  luftin  brutiflieye, 
The  loyalilinkesof  wedlocke  didvnbinde, 

And  made  her  pcrfon  thrall  vnto  his  beaftly  kind. 


So  long  in  fecre t  cabin  there  he  held 
Her  captiue  to  his  fenfuail  uefyre, 
Till  that  with  timely  fruit  her  belly  fweld, 
And  bore  a  boy  vnto  that  faluagelyre: 
Then  home  he  fufFred  her  for  to  re  tyre, 
For  ranfome  leauing  him  the  la tc-borne  childe; 
Whom  till  to  ryper  year es  he  gan  a^yre, 
He  noufled  vp  in  life  and  manners  wilde,  (exilde, 

Enaongft  wild  beaftes  and  woods ,  from  lawes  of  men 

For  all  he  taught  the  tender  ymp  was  but 
To  banifh  co wardize  and  baftard  feare; 
His  trembling  hand  he  would  him  force  to  put 
Vpon  the  ^yon  and  the  rugged  Bearc^ 
And  fronl  the  fhe  Beares  teats  her  whelps  to  teare; 
And  eke  wyld  roring  Buls  he  would  him  make 
To  tame,and  ryde  their  backes  not  made  to  bearer 
And  the  Robuckes  in  flight  to  ouertake, 

That  euerie  beaft  for  feare  of  him  did  %  knd  quake* 

Thereby  fb  fearelefle,  and  fb  fell  he  grew, 
That  his  o  wne  lyre  and  maifter  of  his  guife 
Did  often  tremble  at  his  horrid  vtw, 
And  oftfor  dread  of  hurt  would  him  aduifc, 
The  angry  beaftes  not  rafhlytodefpife, 
Nor  too  much  to  prouoke :  for  he  would  Iearne 
The  Lyon  ftoup  to  him  inlowly  wife, 
(A  leflbn  hard)  and  make  the  Libbatd  fterne 

Leaue  roaring,  when  in  rage  he  for  reuengc  did  earne* 

And  for  tomake his powre  approued  more, 
Wyld  beaftes  in  yron  yokes  he  would  compel! * 
Thefpotted  Panther,  and  the  tusked  Bore, 
ThePardalefwift,  and  thcTigrecruclls 

Tfee 
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The  Antelope,  and  Wolfe  both  fwift  and  cruell; 
And  them  conftraine  in  equall  teme  to  draw. 
Such  ioy  he  had,  their  ftubborne  harts  to  quell, 
And  fturdie  courage  tame  with  drcadfull  aw , 
That  his  beheaft  they  fcared,as  a  tyrans  law. 

His  Iouing  mother  came  vpon  a  day 
Vnto  the  woodes,  to  fee  her  litde  fonnc; 
And  chaunft  vn  wares  to  meet  him  in  the  way, 
After  hisfportes,andcruell  paftimedonne, 
When  after  him  a  Lyonefle  did  runne, 
That  roaring  all  with  rage,  did  lo  wd  requere 
Her  children  deare,  whom  heaway  had  wonne: 
The  Lyon  whelpes  (he  fawliow  he  did  beare, 

And  lull  in  rugged  armes,  withouten  childilh  feare. 

The  fearefuil  Dame  all  quaked  at  the  fight. 
And  turning  backe,gan  faft  to  fly  away, 
Vntill  with  loue  reuokt  from  vaine  affright, 
She  hardly  yet  perfwaded  was  to  ftay, 
And  then  to  him  thefe  womanifh  words  gan  fay; 
Ah  Satyrane,  my  dearling ,  and  my  ioy, 
For  loue  of  me  leaue  off  this  dreadf  ull  play; 
To  dally  thus  with  death,  is  no  fit  toy, 

Go  find  fome  other  play -fellowes,mine  own  fwectboy. 

'  In  thefe  and  like  delightcs  of  bloody  game 
He  trayned  was,  till  ryper  ycarcs  he  raught, 
And  there  abode,  whylft  any  beaft  of  name 
Walkt  in  that  forreft, whom  he  had  not  taught, 
To  feare  his  force :  and  then  his  courage  haught 
Defyrd  of  forreine  foemen  to  be  knownc, 
And  far  abroad  for  ftraunge  aducntures  fought: 
In  which  his  might  was  ncuer  ouerthro  wne, 
But  through  al  Faery  Iond  his  famous  worth  was  blown 

F  3  Yet 
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Yet  cuermorc  it  was  hi*  maner  faire, 

Aft:r  long  labours  and  aduentures  (pent* 
Vnto  thole  natiue  woods  for  to  repaire, 
To  fee  his  fyrc  and  offpring  auncient. 
And  now  he  thether  eame  for  like  intent* 
Where  he  vn wares  the  faired  Vm  found,. 
Sraunge  Lady,  in  fo  ftraunge  habiliment, 
Teaching  the  Satyres,which  her  fat  around 

Trew  facred  lore*  which  fro  her  fweet  lips  did  redound 

He wondredat herwifedome  heuenly  rare, 
Whofe  like  in  womens  witt  he  ncuer  knew; 
And  when  her  cut  teous  deeds  he  did  compare* 
Gan  her  admire,  and  her  fad  forrowesrew, 
Blaming  of  Fortune,  which  fuch  troubles  threw* 
Andioyd  to  make  proofe  of  her  cruelty 
On  gentle  Dame,  (o  hurtlefle,  and  fotrewr 
Thenceforth  he  kept  her  goodly  company,. 

And  learnd  her  difcipliae  of  faith  and  verity. 

But  ftie  all  vowd  vnto  the  Redcrofe  knight,. 
His  wandring  perill  clofely  did  lament, 
Ne  in  this  new  acquaintaunce  could  delighr, 
But  her  deare  heart  with  anguirti  did  torment^ 
And  all  her  witt  in  fecret  counfcls  fpent, 
How  taefcape.  At  laft  in  priuy  wife 
To  Satyrane  ihe  fhewed  her  intent; 
Who  glad  to  gain  fuch  fauour,  gan  dcuife, 

How  with  that  penfiue  Maid  he  belt  might  thence  arife^ 

So  ©n  a  day  when  Satyrcs  all  weregone,. 
To  doe  their  feruice  to  Syluanus  old,. 
The  gentle  virgin  left  behinde  alone 
He  led  away  with  cora  ge  ftou i  and  -bold* 

Too- 
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Too  late  it  was,  to  Satyres  to  be  told, 

Or  euer  hope  recouer  her  againe: 

In  vaine  he  feekes  that  hauing  cannot  hold. 

So  faft  he  carried  her  with  carcfull  paine,  %  , 

That  they  the  wods  are  paft,  &  come  now  to  the  plainCo 

The  better  part  now  of  thelingring  day, 
They  traueild  had,  whenas  they  far  efpide 
A  weary  wight  forwandring  by  the  way, 
And  towards  him  they  gan  in  haft  to  ride, 
To  weete  ofnewes,  that  did  abroad  betide. 
Or  tidings  of  her  knight  of  the  Redcrofe. 
But  he  them  fpying,  gan  to  tur  ne  afide, 
Forfeareas  feemd,or  for  feme  feigned  lofle; 

More  greedy  they  ofnewes,faft  towards  him  docroflco 

A  filly  man,  in  fimplc  weeds  forworne, 
And  foild  with  duft  of  the  long  dried  way; 
His  fandales  were  with  toilfome  trauell  torne, 
And  face  alltand  with  fcorching  funny  ray, 
As  he  had  traueild  many  a  fommcrs  day, 
Through  boylingfands  oiJrabiemd  Tndt^ 
And  in  his  hand  a  Iacobs  ftaffe,  to  (lay 
His  weary  limbs  vpon :  and  eke  behind, 

His  fcrip  didhang,in  which  his  needments  he  did  bind. 

The  knight  approching  nigh,  of  him  inquerd 
Tidings  of  warre,  and  of  aduentures  new; 
But  warres,  nor  new  aduentures  none  he  herd* 
Then  Vm  gan  to  afke,  if  ought  he  knew, 
Or  heard  abroad  of  that  her  champion  trew, 
That  in  his  armour  bare  a  croflet  red. 
Ay  me,  Deare  dame  (qd.  he)  well  may  I  rew 
To  tell  the  rad  fight,  which  mine cieshaue red: 

Thcfe  eics  did  fee  that  knight  both  liuing,and  eke  ded. 

F  4  Thai 


8$  The  firjl  (Booke  of  Cant.  VI 

That  crucll  word  her  tender  hartfo  thrild, 

Thatfuddein  cold  did  ronne  through  euery  vaine, 

And  ftony  horrour  all  her  fences  fild 

With  dying  fut,  that  downe  (Tie  fell  for  painc. 

'the  knight  her  lightly  reared  vp  againe, 

And  comforted  with  curteouskind  reliefe: 

Then  wonne  from  death,  fhe  bad  him  tellen  plainc 

The  further  procefle  of  her  hidden  griefc; 

The  leffer  pangs  can  beare,who  hath  endurd  the  chief* 

Then  gan  the  Pilgrim  thus,  I  chaunft  this  day, 
This  fatall  day,that  fliall  I  euer  rew, 
To  fee  two  knights  in  trauell  on  m  y  way 
(A  fory  fight)  arraung'd  in  batteill  new, 
Both  breathing  vengeaunce,  both  of  wrathfull  hew: 
My  fearef  ul  flefh  did  tremble  at  their  ftrife, 
To  fee  their  blades  fb  greedily  imbre w, 
That  dronke  with  blood, yet  thnfted  after  life: (knife. 

What  morer'che Rcdcrcjfcknight  was  (lain  with  Paynim 

Ah  deareft  Lord  (qd.  fhe)  how  might  that  bee. 
And  he  the  ftouteft  knight,  that  euer  wonne? 
Ah  deareft  dame  (qd.  hee)  how  migh  I  fee 
The  thing,  that  might  notbe,  andyetwasdonnc? 
Where  is  (faid  Satyrane)  that  Paynimsfonne, 
That  him  of  life,  and  vs  of  ioy  hath  refte? 
Not  f  ar  away  (qd,  fhe)  he  hence  doth  wonne 
Foreby  a  fountaine,  where  I  late  him  IefteC were  cleft. 

Wafhing  his  bloody  wounds,that  through  the  fteelc 

Therewith  the  knight  thence  marched  forth  in  haft> 
Whiles  VttA  with  huge  beauineffe  oppreft, 
Could  not  for  forrow  follow  him  fo  faft^ 
And  foone  he  cameras  he  the  place  h  ad  gheft, 

Whereas 
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Whereas  that  Pagan  proud  him  felfc  did  reft, 
In  fecret  fliadow  by  a  foun tainc  fide: 
Euen  he  it  was,  that  carft  would  hauefuppreft 
Faire  Vm :  whom  when  Satyrane  efpide, 
With  foulereprochfull  words  he  boldly  him  defide. 

And  faid,  Arife  thou  curfed  Mifcreaunt, 

That  haft  with  knightlefle  guile  and  trecherous  train 

Faiije  knighthood  fowly  fhamed,and  doefl  vaunt 

That  good  knight  of  the  Redcroffe  to  hauc  (lain: 

Arife,  and  with  like  trcafon  now  maintain 

Thy  guilty  wrong,  or  els  thee  guilty  yield. 

The  Sarazin  this  hearing,  role  amain, 

And  catching  vp  in  haft  his  three  fquarefhicld, 

And  fhining  helmet,  foone  him  buckled  to  the  field. 

And  drawing  nigh  him  faid,  Ah  mifborn  Elfc, 
In  euill  houre  thy  foes  thee  hither  fent, 
Anothcrs  wrongs  to  wreak  vpon  thy  felfe: 
Yet  ill  thou  blameft  me,  for  hauing  blent 
My  name  with  guile  and  traiterous  intent; 
That  Redcroffe  knight,  perdie,  I  ncuer  flew, 
But  had  he  beenc,  where  carft  his  armcs  werclent^ 
Th'enchaunrer  vaine  his  errour  fhould  not  rcw: 

But  thou  his  errour  fhalc,  I  hope  now  prouen  tre w„ 

Therewitk  they  gan,  both  furious  and  fell, 
To  thunder  blowes,  and  fierfly  to  aflaile 
Each  other,  bent  his  cnimy  to  quell, 
That  with  their  force  they  perft  both  plate  Sanaile^ 
And  made  widefurrowes  in  their  flefhes  fraile, 
That  it  would  piety  any  liuing  eie. 
Large  floods  of  blood  adowne  their  fides  did  raile^ 
But  floods  of  blood  could  not  them  fatiffie: 
Both  Hongred  after  death: both  chofe  to  win>  or  die* 

•  So 
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So  long  they  fight,  and  full  reuenge  purfue, 
*  That  fainting  each,  them  felues  to  breathen  lett, 
Andofte  refrefhed,  battell  oft  renue: 
As  when  two  Bores  with  rancling  malice  mctt, 
Their  gory  fides  frefh  bleeding  fiercely  frett, 
Tilbreathlefle  both  them  fcluesafide  retire, 
Where  foming  wrath,  their  cruell  tulkes  they  whetc, 
And  trample  th'earth,  the  whiles  they  may  refpire^ 

Then  backe  to  fight  again e,  new  breathed  and  entire. 

So  fierfly,  when  thefe  knights  had  breathed  once, 
They  gan  to  fight  retourne,  increafing  more 
Their  puiflant  force,  and  cruell  rage  attonce, 
With  heaped  ftrokes  more  hugely ,then  before, 
That  with  their  drery  wounds  and  bloody  gore 
They  both  deformed,fcarfely  could  bee  known. 
By  this  fad  ^fraught  with  anguifhforc,  (thrown: 
Led  with  their  noife,  which  through  the  aire  was 

Atriu'd,  wher  they  in  etth  their  fruitles  blood  had  fown. 

Whom  allfo  fooneas  that  proud  Sarazin 
Efpide,  he  gan  reuiue  the  memory 
Of  his  leud  kits,  and  late  attempted  fin, 
And  lefte  the  doubtful!  battell  haftily. 
To  catch  her,  newly  offred  to  hiseie: 
But  Satyrane  with  ftrokes  him  turning,  ft«»id, 
And  fternely  bad  him  other  bufine(Te  plie, 
Then  hunt  the  fteps  of  pure  vnfpotted  Maid: 

Wherewith  he  al  enrag'd,thefe  bitter  {peaches  faid. 

O  foolifh  faeries  fonne,  what  fury  mad 

Hath  thee  incenft,  to  haft  thy  dolefull  fate? 
Were  it  not  better,  I  that  Lady  had, 
Then  that  thou  hadft  repented  ic  too  late/ 

Mod 
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Moftfencelefle  man  he,  thathimfelfe  doth  hate* 
To  lone  another.  Lo  then  for  thine  ayd 
Here  take  thy  louers  token  on  thy  pate. 
So  they  to  fight;  the  whiles  the  royall  May  d 
Fledd  farre  aw  ay^of  that  proud  Pay  nimfore  afrayd 

But  that  falfe  Pilgrim,  which  that  leafing  told* 

Being  in  deed  old  ^rchimage^iA  ftay 

In  fecrctfhadow,  all  this  to  behold,. 

And  much  reioyced  in  their  bloody  fray.* 

But  when  hefaw  theDamfell  paffe  away 

He  left  his  ftond*and  her  purfewd  apace,. 

In  hope  to  bring  her  to  her  laft  decay  * 

But  for  to  tell  her  lamentable  cace, 
And  eke  this  battels  end^will  need  another  place 

Cant.  VIL 

The  Redcrofse  knight  is  cap  tine  made  JD& 
By  Gyannt  prmdopprefl^  g£p 
Prince  Arthur e  meets  mthVna great-  9* 
ly  With  thofi  netoes  dtftreft. 

'yyHat  man  fo  wife,  what  earthly  wkt  faware, 
As  to  difcry  the  crafty  cunning  traine, 
By  which  deccipt  doth  mafke  m  vifourfairer 
And  caft  her  coulours  died  deepe  in  graine. 
To  feejnc  like  truth^whofc  ftape  llie  well  can  fame^ 
And  fitting  geftures  to  her  purpofe frame; 
Theguiltlefieman  with  guile  to  entertained 
Great  maiftceffc  of  her  art  was  that  falfeDame^ 

The  falfc  Duefa,  cloked  with  Fidejfas  name* 

Who 
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Who  when  returning  from  the  drcry  Nighty 
She  fo  wnd  not  in  that  perilous  hous  of  Prydr, 
Where  the  had  left,  the  noble  Redcrcjsknight, 
Her  hoped  pray;  fhe  would  no  lenger  by  de, 
But  forth  ilie  went,to  feeke  him  far  and  wide. 
Ere  long  fhe  fo  wnd,whercas  he  wearie  fate, 
To  reft  him  felfe,  foreby  a  fountaine  (ydc, 
Difarmed  allofyron-coted  Plate, 

And  by  his  fide  his  fteed  the  gratify  forage  ate. 

Hce  feedes  vpon  the  cooling  fhade,and  bayes 
His  fweatie  forehead  in  the  breathing  wynd, 
Which  through  the  trebling  leaues  full  gently  playcs 
Wherein  the  chearefull  birds  of  fundry  kynd 
Doe  chaunt  fweet  mufick,  to  delight  his  mynd, 
The  witch  approching  gan  him  fayrely  greet, 
And  with  reproch  of  carelefnes  vnky  nd, 
Vpbrayd,forleauingherin  place  vnmeet,  (fweet. 

With  fowle  words  tempring  faire,foure  gall  with  hony 

VnkindnefTc  paft,they  gan  of  folace  treat, 
And  bathe  in  pleafauncc  of  the  ioyous  fhade, 
Which  iTiieldedthemagainlt  the  boyling  heat, 

.  And  with  greene  boughes  decking  a  gloomy  glade, 
About  the  fountaine  like  a  girlond  made* 
Whofe  bubbling  waue  did  euer  frefhly  well, 
Ne  euer  would  through  ferucnt  fommer  fade 
Thefacred  Nymph,which  therein  wont  to  dwelt, 

Was  out  of£/4»tf  fauor,as  it  then  befell.* 

The  caufe  was  this:  one  day  when  Pbcebehytc 
With  all  her  band  was  following  the  chace, 
This  Nymphjquitetyr'd  with  heat  of  fcorchingayre 
San  downe  to  reft  in  middeft  of  the  race; 

The 
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The  goddeffe  wroth  ganfowly  her  difgrace, 
And  badd  the  waters,which  from  her  did  flow, 
Be  (iich  as  {he  her  felfe  was  then  in  place. 
Thenceforth  her  waters  wcxcd  dull  and  flow. 
And  all  that  drinkc  thereof,do  faint  and  feeble  grow* 

Hereof  this  gentle  knight  vnweeting  was, 
And  lying  do  wne  vpon  the  fandie  eraile, 
Dronke  of  the  ftreame,as  clcarc  as  cnriftall  glas; 
Eftfoones  his  manly  forces  gan  to  fay  le, 
And  mightie  ftrong  was  turad  to  feeble  frayle: 
His  chaunged  powres  at  firft  them  felues  not  felt7 
Till  crudled  cold  his  corage  gan  affayle, 
And  chcarcfull  blood  in  fay  ntnes  chill  did  melt, 

Which  like  a  fcuer  fit  through  all  his  body  fwelt. 

Yet  goodly  courr  he  made  ftill  to  his  Dame, 
Pourd  out  in  Ioofnefie  on  the  grafly  grownd, 
Both  careleffe  of  his  .bealth,and  of  his  fame: 
Till  at  the  lait  he  heard  a  dreadfull  fownd,  (bownd. 
Which  through  the  wood  loud  bellowing5did  re- 
That  all  the  earth  for  terror  feemd  to  fhake. 
And  trees  did  tremble*  Th'Elfe  there  with  aftownd^ 
Vpftarted  lightly  from  his  loofer  make, 

And  his  vnrcady  weapons  gan  in  hand  to  take* 

But  ere  he  could  his  armour  on  him  dight, 
Or  gett  his  fhield.,  his  monflrous  cnimy 
With  fturdie  fteps  came  {talking  in  his  fight, 
An  hideous  Geaunt  horrible  and  hyc, 
That  with  his  tallncfle  feemd  to  threat  the  skye. 
The  ground  ekegroned  vndcr  him  for  dreed; 
His  liuinglikefaw  neuerliuing  eye3 
Nedurft  behold:his  ftature  did  exceed 

The  hightof  thjeethe  talicft  {omits  of  mortallfecd. 

The 
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The  greateft  Earth  his  vncouth  mother  was, 

And  bluftring  AEofos  his  boafted  fy  rc,  (pas, 
Who  with  his  breath,which  through  the  world  doth 
Her  hollow  womb  did  fecretly  infpyre, 
And  fild  her  hidden  caues  with  ftormieyrc, 
That  (he  conceiu'd-  and  trebling  the  dew  tim  e, 
In  which  the  wombes  of  wemen  doecxpyre, 
Brought  forth  this  monftrous  mafle  of  earthly  flyme, 

Puft  vp  with  cmptie  wynd^and  fild  with  finfull  crymc. 

So  growen  great  through  arrogant  delight 
Of  th'high  defcent,  whereof  he  was  yborne, 
And  through  preemption  of  his  matchlefle  might, 
All  other  po  wres  and  knighthood  he  did  fcorne. 
Such  now  he  marcheth  to  this  man  forlorne. 
And  left  to  loffe:  his  (talking  fteps  are  ftayde 
Vponafnaggy  Oke,  which  he  had  tornc 
Out  of  his  mothers  bowclles,and  it  made 

His  mortall  mace,  wherewith  his  foemcn  he  difmaydc. 

That  when  the  knight  he  fpyde3he  gan  aduaunce 
With  huge  force  and  infupportable  mayne. 
And  towardes  him  with  dreadfull  fury  praunca$ 
Who  haplefle,and  eke  hopeIeffe;all  in  vaine 
Did  to  him  pace,  fad  battaile  to  darrayne, 
Difarmd,  difgrafte3and  inwardly  difmay  de, 
And  eke  fo  faint  in  euery  ioynt  and  vayne, 
Through  that  fraile  foutain^which  him  feeble  made, 

^Thatfcariely  could  he  weeld  his  bootHTe  fingle  bfade. 

The  Geaunt  ftrooke  fo  maynly  mercilefle, 
That  could  haue  oucrthrowne  a  ftony  towre, 
And  were  not  heuenly  grace5that  him  did  bleflc, 
He  had  becne  pouldred  all^as  thin  as  flowre: 

But 
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But  he  was  wary,  of  that  deadly  fto  wrc, 
And  lightly  lept  from  vnderneath  the  blow 
Yet  fo  exceeding  was  the  villeins  powre 
That  with  the  winde  it  did  him  ouerthrow, 
Aijd  all  his  fences  ftoond,  that  ftill  he  lay  full  low- 

As  when  that  diuclifh  yron  Engin  wrought 
In  dcepeft  Hell,  ,and  framd  by  Furies  skill, 
With  windy  Nitre  and  quick  Sulphur  fraught, 
And  ramd  with  bollet  rownd,ordaind  to  kill, 
Conceiueth  fyre,  the  heauens  it  doth  fill 
With  thundring  noyfe,and  all  the  ayre  doth  choke. 
That  none  can  breath3norfee,norheareatwill, 
Through  fmouldry  cloud  of  dtiskifh  ftincking  finok, 

That  th'onely  breath  him  daunts,  who  hath  efcapt  the 

(ftroke* 

So  daunted  when  the  Geaunt  law  theknight> 
His  heauie  hand  he  heaued  vp  on  hyc, 
And  him  to  duft  thought  to  hauebattred quight> 
Vntill  DueJJa  loud  to  him  gan  crye; 
O  great  Orgoglio^  greateff  vnderskye, 
O  hold  thy  mortall  hand  for  Ladies  fake* 
Hold  for  my  fake3and  doc  him  not  to  dye, 
But  vanquifht  thine  eternall  bondflaue  make, 

And  me  thy  worthy  meed  vnto  thy  Leman  take. 

He  hearkned,and  did  ftay  from  further  harmes,. 
To  gaynefb  goodly  guerdon.as  (he  fpake: 
So  willingly  (The  came  into  his  armes, 
Who  her  as  willingly  ro  grace  did  take, 
And  was  poffefied  ofhis  newfound  make. 
Then  vp  he  tcoke  the  flombred  fenceleffe  corfe3 
And  ere  he  could  out  of  his  fwowne  awake, 
Him  to  his  caftle  brought  with  haftie  forfe, 

AndinaDongeondeephimthrew  without  remorfev 
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From  that  day  forth  Daeffa  was  his  dcare, 
And  highly  honourdin  his  haughtie  eye, 
He  gauc  her  gold  and  purple  pall  to  weare, 
And  triple  crowne  fet  on  her  head  full  hye, 
And  her  endowd  with  royall  maieftye:  ^ 
Then  for  to  make  her  dteaded  more  of  men,  ' 
And  pepples  hartes  with  awfull  terror  tye, 
A  monftrous  bead  ybredd  in  filthy  fen 

He  chofe, which  he  had  kept  long  time  in  darkfom  defi. 

Such  one  it  was^s  that  renowmed  Snake 
W  hich  great  Alcidcs  in  Stremona  flew, 
Long  foftred  in  the  filth  oiLema  lake, 
Whofe  many  heades  out  budding  eucr  new, 
Did  breed  him  endlefle  labor  to  fubdew: 
But  this  fame  Monfter  much  more  vgly  was; 
Forfeuengreatheadsoutofhisbody  grew, 
An  yron  breft,  and  back  of  fcaly  bras, 

And  all  embre  wd  in  blood,  his  eyes  did  fhine  as  glas. 

His  tayle  was  ftretched  out  in  wondrous  length, 
That  to  the  hous  of  heuenly  gods  it  raught, 
And  with  extorted  powre,and  borrow'd  ftrength, 
The  euerburning lamps  from  thence  it  braugh t, 
And  prowdly  threw  to  ground,as  things  of  naughtj 
And  vnderneath  his  filthy  feet  did  tread, 
The  facred  thinges  5and  holy  heaftes  foretaught, 
,  Vpon  t  his  dreadfull  Beaft  with  feuenfold  head 

He  fett  the  falfe  Dueffkytov  more  aw  and  dread. 

The  wofull  Dwarfe,  which  faw  his  maiftersfall, 
Whiles  he  had  keeping  of  his  grafing  fteed, 
And  valiant  knight  become  a  cay tiue  thrall. 
When  all  was  paft,  tooke  vp  his  forlorne  weed, 

His 
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His  mightie  Armour,  miffing  moft  at  needs 
His  filuer  fhicld,  now  idle  maifterlefTe; 
His  poy  nant  fpeare,  that  many  made  to  bleed. 
The  ruefullmonimentsof  heauinefle, 
And  with  them  all  departcs,to  tell  his  greatdiftreflc. 

He  had  not  trauaild  long  ,  when  on  the  way 
He  wofull  Lady ,  vtofuli  Vm  met, 
Faft  flying  from  that  Paynims  greedy  pray, 
W  hilcft  Satyrane  him  from  purfuit  did  let : 
Who  when  her  eyes  fhe  on  the  Dwarf  had  fee, 
And  faw  the  fignes,  that  deadly  tydingesfpake, 
She  fell  to  ground  for  forrowfull  regret, 
And  liuely  breath  her  fad  breft  did  forfake. 

Yet  might  her  pittcous  hart  be  feene  to  pant  and  quake* 

The  meflenger  of  fo  vnhappie  newes, 

Would  fainc  haue  dyde  v  dead  was  his  hart  within, 
Yet  outwardly  fome  little  comfort  fhewes: 
At  laft  rccouering  hart,  he  does  begin 
To  rubb  her  temples ,  and  to  chaufe  her  chin, 
And  euerie  tender  part  does  toflc  and  turne: 
So  hardly  he  the  flitted  life  docs  win, 
>  Vnto  her  natiuc  prifon  to  retourne: 

Then  gins  her  grieued  ghoft  thus  to  lament  &  mourne. 

Ye  dreary  inftrumcnts  of  dolefull  fight, 
That  doc  this  deadly  fpe&ade  behold. 
Why  do  ye  lenger  feed  on  loathed  light, 
Or  liking  find  to  gaze  on  earthly  mould, 
Sith  cruell  fates  the  carefull  threds  vnfould, 
The  which  my  life  and  loue  together  tyde  ? 
N  o w  let  the  ftony  dart  of  fenceleffe  cold 
Perce  to  my  hart ,  and  pas  through  euerie  fide, 

And  let  eternall  night  fo  fad  fro  me  nyde. 

G  O 
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O  lightfomc  day 3  thclampc  of  higheft  Ioue, 

Firft  made  by  him,  mens  wandring  wayes  taguyde, 
When  darknefle  he  in  dcepeft  dongeon  drouc, 
Henceforth  thy  hated  face  for  eucr  hyde, 
And  Chut  vp  heauens  windowes  fhy  ning  wyde :  . 
For  earthly  fight  can  nought  but  forow  breed, 
And  late  repentance,  which  fhall  long  abyde. 
Mine  eyes  no  more  on  vanitie  fhall  feed. 

But  feeled  vp  with  death,  (hall  haue  their  deadly  meed. 

Then  downe  againe  flic  fell  vnto  the  ground  5 
But  he  her  quickly  reared  vp  againe : 
Thrifc  did  (lie  finke  adownc  in  deadly  fwownd, 
And  thrifc  he  her  reviu'd  with  bufie  paine  : 
At  Iaft  when  life  recouer'd  had  the  raine. 
And  ouer-wreftled  his  ftrong  enimy, 
With  foltring  tong ,  and  trembling  euerie  vainc, 
Tell  on  (quoth  fhe)  the  wofuli  Tragedy  3\ 

The  which  thefe  reliques  fad  prefent  vnto  mine  eye, 

Tempeftuous  fortune  hath  fpent  all  her  foight, 
And  thrilling forrow  throwne  his  vtmoft  dart  \ 
Thy  fad  tong  cannot  tell  more  heauy  plight. 
Then  that  I  feele,  and  harbour  in  mine  hart: 
Who  hath  endur'd  the  whole,can  bcare  ech  part, 
If  death  it  be,  it  is  not  the  firft  wound, 
That  launched  hathmybreft  with  bleeding  (mart. 
Begin,  and  end  the  bitter  balefull  ftound , 

If  lefle,  then  that  I  feare.more  fauour  I  haue  found. 

Then  gan  the  Dwarfe  the  whole  difcourfe  declare, 
The  fubtile  traines  of  Archimago  old , 
The  wanton  loues  of  falfc  Fideffa  fayre, 
Bought  with  the  blood  of  vanquiflu  Paynim  bold: 
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The  wretched payre  transformd  to  trecn  mould  i 
The  houfe  of  Prydc  ,  and  pcritles  round  about; 
The  combat,  which  he  with  Sanfioy  did  hould; 
The  luckleffeconflid  with  theGyaunt  flout, 

Wherein  captiu'd,  of  life  or  death  he  flood  in  doubt. 

She  heard  with  patience  all  vnto  the  end, 
Andftrouctomaifterforrowfull  affay. 
Which  greater  grew,  the  more  ftie  did  contend, 
And  almoft  rent  her  tender  hart  in  tway; 
And  loue  frefh  coles  vnto  her  fire  did  lay : 
For  greater  loue,  th  e  greater  is  the  lofle. 
Was  neuer  Lady  loued  dearer  day, 
Then  fhe  did  loue  the  knight  of  the  Rcdcrefk\ 

For  whofe  desre  fake  fo  many  troubles  her  did  toflc. 

Atlaft  whenferuent  forrow  flaked  was, 
She  vp  arofe,  rcfoluing  him  to  find 
Aliue  or  dead :  and  forward  forth  doth  pas, 
All  as  the  D  warfe  the  way  to  her  affy  nd  : 
Andeuerraore  in  conftantcarefull  mind 
She  fedd  her  wound  with  frefli  renewed  ba!e^  r 
Long  toft  with  ftormes,  and  bet  with  bitter  wind, 
High  ouer  hills,  and  lowe  adowne  the  dale , 

She  wandred  many  a  wood,  and  meafuid  many  a  vale* 

At  laft  (he  chaunced  by  good  hap  to  meet 
A  goodly  knight  ,faire  marching  by  the  way 
Together  with  his  Squyrc,  arayed  meet  :t 
His  glitterand .  armour  (hincd  far  away, 
Like  glauncing  light  of  PArfowbrighteft  rayj 
From  top  to  toe  no  place  appeared  bare, 
That  deadly  dint  of  ftede  endanger  m^y : 
^  Athwart  his  breftabauldrickbrauehcwarc,  (rare. 

That  fliind  Jike  twinkling  ftars,with  flones  moft  pretious 

G  2  And 
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And  in  the  midft  thereofone  prerious  ftone 

Of  wondrous  worth,  and  eke  of  wondrous  mights, 
Shapt  like  a  Ladies  head,  exceeding  fhone, 
Like  Hefperus  emongft  the  leffer  lights, 
And  ftroue  for  to  amaze  the  weaker  fights; 
Thereby  his  mortall  blade  full  comely  hong 
In  yuory  fhcath,  ycaru'd  with  curious  flights; 
Whofe  hilts  were  burnifht  gold,  and  handle  ftrong 

Ofmotherperle,and  buckled  with  a  golden  tong. 

His  haughtie  Helmet,  horrid  all  with  gold, 

Both  glorious  brightnefle,  and  great  terrour  bredd, 
For  all  the  creft  a  Dragon  did  enfold 
With  greedie  pawes,  and  ouer  all  did  fpredd 
His  golden  winges :  his  dreadfull  hideous  hedd 
Clofe  couched  on  the  beuer,feemd  to  throw 
From  flaming  mouth  bright  fparckles  fiery  redd, 
That  fuddeine  horrour  to  faint  hartes  did  fhow5 
And  fcaly  tayle  was  ftretcht  adowne  his  back  full  low, 

Vpon  the  top  of  all  his  loftie  creft, 

Abounch  of  heares  difcolourd  diuerfly, 
With  fprincled  pearle,  and  gold  full  richly  dreft, 
Did  (hake,  and  feemd  to  daunce  for  iolli  ty, 
Liketo  an  Almond  trecymounted hye 
O  n  top  of  greene  Selinis  all  alone, 
With  bloflbms  braue  bedecked  daintily; 
Her  tender  locks  do  tremble  euery  one 

At  euerie  little  breath,  that  vnder  hcauen  is  bio  wne, 

His  warlike  (hield  all  clofely  couer'd  was, 
Ne  mi  gh  t  of  mortall  eye  be  cuer  feene ; 
Not  made  of fteeld,  nor  of  enduring  bras, 
Such 'earthly  mettals  fooncconfumed  beenc: 

But 
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But  all  of  Diamond  perfeft  pure  and  clccnc 
It  filmed  was,  one  mafly  entire  mould, 
Hevven  out  of  Adamant  rocke  with  engines  keene, 
That  point  of  fpeare  it  neuer  percen  could, 

Nc  dint  of  direfull  fword  diuide  the  fubftance  would. 

The  fame  to  wight  he  neuer  wont  difclofe, 
But  when  as  monfters  huge  he  would  difmay, 
Or  daunt  vnequall  armies  of  his  foes, 
Or  when  the  flying  heauens  he  would  affray : 
For  fo  exceeding fhone  his  gliftringray, 
That  Phoebus  golden  face  it  did  attaint, 
As  when  a  cloud  his  beamcs  doth  puer-lay 
And  filucr  CjnthU  wexed  pale  and  faynt, 

As  when  her  face  is  ftay  nd  with  m  agicke  arts  conftraint* 

Ho  magicke  arts  hereof  had  any  might, 

Nor  bloody  wordes  of  bold  Enchaunters  call, 
But  all  that  was  not  fuch,  as  feemd  in  fight, 
Before  that  fhield  did  fade ,  and  fuddeine  fall : 
And  when  him  lift  the  raskall  routes  appall, 
Men  into  ftoncs  therewith  he  could  tran(mewf 
And  ftones  to  duft,  and  duft  to  nought  at  all ; 
And  when  him  lift  the  prouder  lookes  fubdew 

He  would  them  gazing  blind,or  tume  to  other  hew. 

N«  let  it  feene  that  credence  this  execcdes, 

For  he  that  made  the  fame,  was  knowne  right  well 
To  haue  done  much  more  admirable deedes. 
It  Merlin  was,  which  whylome  did  excell 
Allliuing  wightes  in  might  of  magicke  fpell : 
Both  fhield,  and  fword,  and  armour  all  he  wrought 
For  this  young  Prince,  when  firft  to  armes  he  fell, 
But  when  he  dyde,  the  Faery  Queene  it  brought 

To  Faerie  lond,  where  yet  it  may  be  feene,  if  fought. 

G  3  A 
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A  gentle  youth,  his  dearely  loued  Squire 
His  fpeareof  heben  wood  behind  him  bare, 
Whofe  harmeful  head,  thrife  heated  in  the  fire,  . 
Had  riuen  many  a  breit  with  pikehead  fquarej 
A  goodly  perfon,  and  could  menage  faire^ 
His  ftubborne  fteed  with  curbed  canon  bitt, 
Who  vnder  him  did  amble  as  the  aire. 
And  chanft,  that  any  on  his  backe  fiiould  fitt; 

The  yron  rowels  into  frothy  fome  he  bitu 

Whenas  this  knight  nigh  to  the  Lady  drew, 
With  louely  court  he  gan  her  entertaine; 
But  when  he  heard  her  aunfwers  loth,  heknevir 
Somefecret  forrow  did  her  heart  diftraine: 
Which  to  allay  and  calme  her  fiorming  paine, 
Faire  feeling  words  he  wifely  gan  difolay, 
And  for  her  humor  fitting  purpofe  faine, 
To  tempt  the  caufe  itfelfe  for  to  bewray;  (fay* 

Wherewith  enmoud,  thefe  bleeding  words  fhe  gan  to 

What  worlds  deIight,orioy  ofliuingfpeach 
Can  hart,fo  plungd  infea  of  forrowes  deep. 
And  heaped  with  fo  huge  miffortunes,  reach? 
The  carefull  cold  beginncth  for  to  creep, 
And  in  my  heart  his  yron  arrow  ftecp, 
Soonc  as  I  thinkc  vpon  my  bitter  bale: 
Such  helpledc  harmesyts  better  hidden  keep, 
Then  rip  vp  griefe,  where  it  may  not  auaile, 

My  laftjeft  comfort  is,  my  woes  to  wcepe  and  waile. 

Ah  Lady  Jeare,  qd.  then  the  gentle  knight, 

Well  may  I  ween,  your  grief  is  wondrous  great; 
.  For  wondrous  great  griefe  groneth  in  my  fpright, 
Whiles  thus  I  heare  you  of  your  forrowes  treat. 

Bui 
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But  woefull  Lady,  let  me  you  inrrcte, 
For  to  vnfold  the  anguith  of  your  hart: 
Mifhapsare  maiftred  byaduiccdiifcrctCj 
And  counfeh1  mitigatesthe  grcatcft  fmart; 
Found  neuer  help,  who  ncuer  would  his  hurts  impart, 

O  but  (qd.  fhe)  great  griefe  will  not  be  tould, 
And  can  more  eafily  be  thought,then  faid. 
Right  fo  (qd.  he)  but  he,  that  neuer  would, 
Could  neuer:  will  to  might  giues  greateft  aid. 
But  griefe  (qd.fhe)  does  greater  grow  difplaid, 
If  then  it  find  not  helpe,  and  breeds  delpaire. 
Defpaire  breeds  not  (qd.  he)  where  faith  is  yaid. 
No  faith  fo  faft  (qd.  fhe)  but  flefh  does  paire. 

Flefli  may  empaire  (qd.  he )  but  reafon  can  repaire. 

His  goodly  reafon,  and  well  guided  fpeach 
So  deepe  did  fettle  in  her  gracious  thought, 
That  her  perfwaded  to  difclofe  the  breach, 
Which  loue  and  fortune  in  her  heart  had  wrought, 
And  faid  faire  Sir,  I  hope  good  hap  hath  brought 
You  to  inquere  the  fecrets  of  my  griefe, 
©r  that  your  wifedomc  will  dired  my  thought, 
Or  that  your  proweffe  can  me  yield  reliefer 

Then  heare  the  ftory  lad,  which  I  fhall  tell  you  briefc. 

The  forlorne  Maiden,whom  your  eies  haue  feenc 
Thclaughing  frocke  of  fortunes  mockeries, 
Am  thonely  daughter  of  a  King  and  Queene, 
Whole  parents  deare  whiles  equal  deftinies, 
Did  come  about,  and  their  felicities 
The  fauourablehcauensdidnotenuy, 
Did  fpred  their  rule  through  all  the  territories, 
Which  Vhifon  and  Euphrates  flowcth  by, 

And  G  ebons  golden  waues  doe  wafh  continually* 

G  4  Till 
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Till  that  their  crucll  curfed  enemy* 

An  huge  great  Dragon  horriblcin  fight, 

Bred  in  the  loathly  lakes  of  Tartary^ 

With  murdrous  rauine,  and  deuouring  might 

Their  kingdome  fpoild,  and  countrcy  wafted  quighe 

Themfelues/or  feare  into  his  iawes  to  fall, 

He  forft  to  caftle  ftrong  to  take  their  flight, 

Where  faft  embard  in  mighty  brafen  wall, 

Hehasthem  nowfowr  years  befiegd  to  make  the  thraK* 

Full  many  knights  aduenturous  and  flout 
Haue  enterprizd  that  Monftcr  to  fubdewj 
From  euery  coaft  that  heauen  walks  about, 
Haue  thither  come  the  noble  Martial  crew, 
That  famous  hardeatchieuements  ftill  purfew^ 
Yet  neuer  any  could  that  girlond  win, 
But  all  ftill  fhronkc,and  ftill  he  greater  grew; 
All  they  for  want  of  faith,  or  guilt  of  fin, 

The  pitteous  pray  of  his  ficrs  cruelty  haue  bin. 

At  laft  yled  with  far  reported  praife, 

Which  flying  fame  throughout  the  world  had  (prcc^ 
Of  doughty  knigV  ts,  whom  Fary  land  Ad  raife, 
That  noble  order  hightcf  maidenhed, 
Forthwith  to  court  of  Glorias  I  fped, 
Of  Glorkne  grcatQueenc  of  glory  bright, 
Whofe  kingdomes  feat  Cleopolisis  red, 
Thereto  obtainefomefuch  redoubted  knight, 

That  Parents  dcarefrom  tyrants  powre  deliuer  might. 

Yt  was  my  chaunce  (my  chaunce  was  faire  and  good) 
There  for  to  find  a  frefli  vnproucd  knight, 
Whofe  manly  hand  imbrewd  in  guilty  blood 
Had  neuer  beene^ne  euer  by  his  might 

Had 
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Had  throwne  to  gtound  the  vnregardcd  right; 
Yet  of  his  proweffe  proofe  he  fince  hath  made 
(I  witnes  am)  in  many  a  cruell  fight; 
The  groning  ghofts  of  many  onedifmaide 
Haue  felt  the  bitter  dint  of  his  auenging  blade. 

And  ye  the  forlorncreliqties  of  his  powrc, 
His  biting  fword,and  his  deuouring  fpearc, 
Wliich  haue  endured  many  a  dreadfull  ftowre, 
Can  fpeake  his  proweffe,that  did  earft  you  bcare. 
And  well  could  rule:  now  he  hath  left  you  heare, 
To  be  the  record  of  his  ruefull  loffe, 
And  of  my  dolcfull  difauenturous  deare: 
O  heauie  record  of  the  goo&Redcrop,         ( tofle? 

Where  haue  yce  left  your  lord,that  could  fo  well  you 

Well  hoped  I, and  fairc  beginnings  had, 
That  he  my  captiuc languor  (hould  rcdecmc, 
Till  all  vnweeting,  an  Enchaunter  bad 
His  fence  abufd,  and  made  him  to  mifdeemc 
My  loyalty,  notfuch  as  it  did  feemc 
That  rather  death  delire,  then  fuch  defpight. 
Be  iudge  ye  heauens,  that  all  things  right  efteeme, 
How  I  him  lou'd,  and  loue  with  all  my  might, 

So  though  1 1  eke  of  him,  and  think  I  thought  aright* 

Thenceforth  me  defolate  he  quite  forfooke, 

To  wander,  where  wilde  fortune  would  me  lead^ 
And  other  by  waies  he  himfelf  e  betooke. 
Where  neuer  foote  of  liuing  wight  did  tread, 
That  brought  not  backe  the  balefull  body  dead; 
Inwhichfrim  chauncedfalfeZ)/^  meete, 
Mine  onely  foe,  mine  onely  deadly  dread, 
Who  with  her  witchcraft  and  miffeeming  fwcetd, 

Inueigled  him  to  follow  her  defircs  vnmeete. 
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At  lad  by  fubtile  fleights  ilie  him  betraid 
Vnto  his  foe*  a  Gyaunt  huge  and  tall. 
Who  him  difarmed,  diffolutc,  difmaid, 
Vnwares  furprifed>  and  wi  ch  mighty  mall 
The  monfter  mercilcfle  him  made  to  fall, 
Whofe  fall  did  ncuer  foe  before  behold; 
And  now  in  darkefome  dungeon,  wretched  thrall, 
Rcmedilefle,for  aie  he  doth  him  hold; 

This  is  my  caufc  ofgriefe,more  grcat?then  may  be  told. 

Ere  fhe  had  ended  all,  fhe  gan  to  faint: 
But  he  her  comforted,  and  faire  befpake, 
Certes,  Madame,  ye  haue  great  caufe  of  plaint, 
That  ftouteft  heartjl  weene,could  caufe  to  quake* 
But  be  of  cheare,  and  comfort  to  you  take: 
For  till  I  haue  acquitt  your  captiue  knight, 
Allure  your  felfe,  I  will  you  not  forfake. 
His  chearefull  words  reviu'd  her  cheareleffe  fpright, 

So  forth  they  went,  the  Dwarfe  the  guiding  cuer  right. 

Cam.  VIII. 


Faire  virgin  to  redeeme  her  dear*  3t 
^Brings  Arthur  e  to  the  fight:  j?** 
Who  flay es  that  gyaunt  y  founds  the  beaft, 
Andftrifs  Daefsaquight. 


A 


Y  me,  how  many  perils  doe  enfold 
The  righteous  man,  to  make  him  daily  fall, 
Werenotthatheauenly  gracedoth  him  vphold, 
And  ftedfaft  truth  acquitc  him  out  of  all: 


Her 
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Her  louc  is  firme,  her  care  continual!, 
So  oft  as  he  thorough  his  own  foolifh  pride, 
Or  weaknes  is  tofinf  ull  bands  made  thrall : 
Els  fhould  this  Redcrojfe  knight  in  bands  haue  dyde* 
For  whofe  deliuerace  flic  this  Prince  doth  thether  guyct 

They  fadly  traueild  thus,  vntill  they  came 
Nigh  to  a  caftle  builded  ftrong  and  hye  : 
Then  cryde  the  D  warfe ,  lo  yonder  is  the  fame. 
In  which  my  Lord  my  liege  doth  lucklefle  ly, 
Thrall  co  that  Gyaunts  hatefull  tyranny : 
Therefore,  deare  Sir,your  mightiepowres  aflay* 
The  noble  knight  alighted  by  and  by 
From  loftie  fteed5and  badd  the  Ladie  ftay, 

To  fee  what  end  offight  lhould  him  befall  that  day. 

So  with  his  Squire,  th  admirer  of  his  might, 
He  marched  forth  towardes  that  caftle  wall5 
Whofe  gates  he  fownd  faft  ihutt,ne  lining  wight 
To  warde  the  lamc,nor  anfwere  commers  calf. 
Then  tooke  that  Squire  an  home  of  bugle  fmall* 
Which  hong  adowne  h^s  fide  in  twifted  gold, 
And  taffellcs  gay.  Wyde  wonders  ouer  all 
Of  chatfame  homes  great  vermes  wercn  told, 

Which  had  approued  bene  in  vfesmanifold. 

Was  neucr  wight,that  heard  that  drilling  fown4 
But  trembling  feare  did  feel  in  euery  vaine^ 
Three  miles  it  might  be  eafy  heard  arownd, 
And  Ecchoes  three  aiinfwerd  itfelfeagaine: 
No  f  alfe  enchauntment,  nor  deceiptf  ull  trains 
Might  once  abide  the  terror  of  that  blaft, 
Bu  c  prefently  was  void  and  wholly  vaine: 
No  gate  fo  ftrong,  no  loeke  fo  firmc  and  faft, 

Butwith  thatpercingnoifeflewopen  quite,  or  brafh 

The 
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The  fame  before  the  Geaunts  gate  he  blew, 
That  all  the  caftle  quaked  from  the  gro  wnd, 
And  euery  dore  of  freewill  open  flew: 
The  Gyaunt  felfe  difmaied  with  that  fownd, 
Where  he  with  his  Ducfa  dalliauncefownd. 
In  haft  came  ruining  forth  from  inner  bo  wre, 
With  daring  countenance  fterne,as  one  aftownd, 
And  daggering  fteps,  to  wect,  what  fuddein  ftowrc, 

Had  wrought  that  horror  ftrange,and  dar'd  his  dreaded 

(powre. 

And  after  him  the  prcud  Duejfa  came, 
High  mounted  on  her  many  headed  beaft, 
And  euery  head  with  fyrie  tongue  did  flame, 
Andcuery  head  was  crowned  on  his  creaft, 
And  bloody  mouthed  with  late  cruell  feaft. 
That  when  the  knight  beheld,  his  mightie  fhild 
Vpon  his  manly  arme  he  foone  addreft. 
And  at  him  fierfly  flew,with  corage  fild, 

And  cger  greedineffe  through  euery  member  thrild . 

Therewith  the  Gyant  buckled  him  to  fight, 

Inflamd  with  fcorneftill  wrath  and  high  difdainc, 

And  lifting  vp  his  dreadfullclubonhight, 

All  armd  with  ragged  fnubbes  and knott'e  graine, 

Him  thought  at  firft  encounter  to  haue  (bine. 

But  will  and  wary  was  that  noble  Perc, 

And  lighdy  leaping  from  fo  m  onftrous  maine, 

Did  fayre  auoide  the  violence  him  nere; 

It  booted  nought;to  thinke,fuch  thunderbolts  to  bearc. 

Nc  fliamc  he  thought  to  fhonne  fo  hideous  might, 
The  ydlc  ftroke,  enforcing  fiirious  way, 
Miffing  t  he  marke  of  his  mifaymcd  fight 
Did  fall  to  ground,and  with  his  hcauy  fway 

So 


QmUVllL         the  Faery  Queene.  i  o? 

So  dcepely  dinted  in  thedriuen  clay, 
That  three  y ardes  deepe  a  furrow  vp  did  throw : 
The  lad  earth  wounded  with  fo  fbre  aflay, 
Did  gronefull  grieuous  vnderneath  the  blow,  ((how. 
And  trembling  with  ftrange  £eare,did  like  an  erthquake 

As  when  almightic  lout  in  wrathfull  mood, 
To  wreake  the  guilt  of  mortall  fins  is  bent, 
Hurles  forth  his  thundring  dart  with  deadly  food, 
Enrold  in  flames,and  fmouldring  dreriment,  J 
Through  riuen  cloudes  and  molten  firmament ; 
The  fiers  threeforked  cngin  making  way, 
Both  loftie  towres  and  higheft  trees  hath  rent, 
And  all  that  might  his  angry  paflage  ftay , 

And  Ihooting  in  the  earth,caftes  vp  a  mount  of  clay. 

His  boyflrous  club,  fo  buried  in  the  gro wnd5 
He  could  not  rearen  vp  againe  fo  light, 
But  that  the  knight  him  at  aduantage  fownd, 
And  whiles  he  ftroue  his  combred  clubbe  toquight, 
Out  of  the  earth,  with  blade  all  burning  bright 
He  (mo  tt  of  his  left  arme,  which  like  a  block 
Did  fall  to  ground5depriu'd  of  natiue  might; 
Large  ftreames  of  blood  out  of  the  truncked  (lock 

Forth  guflied,  like  f refh  water  ftreame  from  riuen  rocke. 

Difmayed  with  fo  defperate  deadly  wound, 
And  eke  impatient  of  vnwonted  pay  ne, 
He  lowdly  brayd  with  beaftly  yelling  fownd, 
That  all  the  fieldes  rebellowed  againe, 
As  great  a  noyfe5as  when  in  Cymbrian  plaine 
An  heard  of  Bulles^whom  kindly  rage  doth  fting, 
Doe  for  the  milky  mothers  want  complaine, 
And  fill  the  fieldes  with  troublous  bellowing, 

The  neighbor  woods  arownd  with  hollow  murmuring. 

That 
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That  when  his  dcarc Due/fa  heard,and  faw 
The  euill  ftownd,  that  daungerd  her  eftate, 
Vnto  his  aide  fhe  haftily  did  draw 
Her  dreadfull  beaft,  who  fvvolne  with  blood  of  late 
Came  ramping  forth  with  proud  prefupteous  gate, 
And  threacned  all  his  heades  likeflaming brandes. 
But  him  the  Squire  made  quickly  to  retrate, 
Encountringhers  with  fingle  fword  in  hand, 

And  twixt  him  and  his  Lord  did  likea  bulwarke  ftand. 

The  proud  Dueffa  full  of  wrathfull  fpight, 
And  fiers  difdainc,  to  be  affrontdd  fo, 
Enforft  her  purple  beaft  with  all  her  might 
That  flop  out  of  the  way  to  oucrthroc, 
Scorning  the  let  of  fo  vnequall  foe: 
But  nathemore  would  thatcorageous  fwayne 
To  her  yceld  paflage,gainft  his  Lord  to  goe, 
But  with  outrageous  ftrokes  did  him  reltraine, 

And  with  his  body  bard  the  way  atwixt  them  twaine. 

Then  tooke  the  an  grie  witch  her  golden  cup, 
Which  ftill  fhe  bore,  replete  with  magick  artcs; 
Death  and  defpeyredid  many  thcreoffup, 
And  fecret  poyfon  through  their  inner  partes, 
Thetcrnall  bale  of  heauie  wounded  harts; 
Which  after  charmes  andfomcenchauntmcntsfaid, 
She  lightly  fprinkled  on  his  weaker  partes; 
Therewith  his  fturdie  coragc  foone  was  quayd, 

And  all  his  fences  were  with  fuddein  dread  difmayd 

So'downe  he  fell  before  the  crnell  beaft, 

Who  on  his  neck  his  bloody  cla  wes  did  feizc, 
That  life  nigh  crulhtoutof  his  panting  breft: 
No  powre  he  had  to  ftirre,nor  will  to  rize* 

That 
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That  when  the  carcfull  knight  gan  well  auife, 
He  lightly  left  thefoe,  with  whom  he  fought, 
And  to  the  beaft  gan  turne  his  enterprifes 
For  wondrous  anguifh  in  his  hart  it  wrought, 
To  fee  his  bued  Squyre  into  fuch  thraldom  brought. 

And  high  aduauncing  his  blood- thirftie  blade, 
Sttokc  one  of  thofe  deformed  hcades  fo  (ore, 
That  of  his  puiffaurice  proud  en&mple  made; 
His  monftrous  fcalpc  downe  to  his  teeth  it  tore, 
And  that  misformed  fhape  miffhaped  more: 
A  fea  of  blood  gufht  from  the  gaping  wownd, 
That  her  gay  garments  ftaynd  with  filthy  gore, 
And  ouerflowed  all  the  field  arownd; 

T  hat  oner  ftioes  in  blood  he  waded  on  the  grownd* 

Thereat  he  rored  for  exceeding  paine, 

That  to  haue  heard,  great  horror  would  haue  bred, 
Andfcourging  th'emptie  ay  re  with  his  long  trayne7 
Through  great  impatience  of  his  grieued  hed 
His  gorgeous  ry der  from  her  loftic  fted 
Would  haue  caft  downe,  and  trodd  in  durty  myre3 
Had  not  the  Gyauntloone  her  fuccoureds 
Who  all  enrag'd  with  fmartand  frantick  yre, 

Came  hurtling  in  full  fiers,and  forft  the  koight  retyrc.  ] 

The  force,  which  wont  in  rwo  to  bedifperft, 

In  one  alone  left  hand  he  now  vnites,  (er(l$ 

Which  is  through  rage  moreftrong  then  both  were 

With  which  his  hideous  club  aloft  he  dites. 

And  at  his  foe  with  furious  rigor  fmitcs, 

That  ftrongeft  Oakc  might  feeme  to  ouerthrow? 

The  ftroke  vpon  his  fhicld  fo  heauie  Ikes  ? 

That  to  the  ground  it  doubleth  him  full  low  (blow? 

What  raortallwight  could  euer  bearcfo  monftrous 

And 
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And  in  his  fall  his  fhield,  that  couered  was, 
Did  loofe  his  vele  by  chaunce,and  open  flew: 
The  light  whereof,  that  heuens  light  did  pas. 
Such  blazing  brightneffe  through  the  ayer  threw, 
That  eye  mote  not  the  fame  endure  to  vew. 
Which  when  the  Gyaunt  fpyde  with  flaring  eye, 
He  downeletfall  his  arme,and  foft  withdrew 
His  weapon  huge,  that  heaued  was  on  hye, 

For  to  haue  flain  theman,th&t  on  the  grouhd  did  lye. 

And  eke  the  fruitfull-headcd  bcaft,amazd 
At  flafhing  beamcs  of  that  funfhiny  (hield, 
Became  (lark  blind,and  all  his  fences  dazd 
That  downe  he  tumbled  on  the  durtie  field, 
And  feemd  himfelfc  as  conquered  to  yield. 
Whom  when  his  maiftreffe  proud  perceiu'd  to  fall, 
Whiles  yet  his  feeble  feet  for  faintnefle  rceld, 
Vnto  the  Gyaunt  lowdly  fhe  gan  call, 

O  helpe  Orgoglio,  helpe,or  els  we  perifh  all. 

At  her  fo  pitteous  cry  was  much  amoou'd, 

Her  champion  ftout,  and  for  to  ayde  his  frend, 

Againe  his  wonted  angry  weapon  proou'd: 

But  all  in  vaine:  for  he  nas  redd  his  end 

In  that  bright  fhield,and  all  their  forces  fpend 

Them  felues  in  vaine:  for  fince  that  glauncing  fight, 

He  hath  no  poure  to  hurt,  nor  to  defend; 

As  where  th' Almighties  lightning  brond  does  light, 

It  dimmes  the  dazed  cyen,and  daunts  the  fences  quigh  t. 

Whom  when  the  Prince, to  batteill  new  addreft, 
And  threatning  high  his  dreadfull  ftroke  did  fee, 
His  fparkling  blade  about  his  head  he  bleft, 
And  fmote  off  quite  his  right  leg  by  the  knee, 
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That  downchc  tombled-  as  an  aged  tree, 
High  growing  on  the  top  of  rocky  clift, 
Whole  hartftrings  with  kecne  ftccle  nigMiewcn  be, 
The  mightic  trunck  halfe  rent,  with  ragged  rift 
Doth  roll  adownc  the  rocks,  and  fall  with  fcarefull  drift. 

Or  as  a  Caftlc  reared  high  and  round, 
By  fubtile  engins  and  malitious  flight 
Is  vnderniined  from  the lowcft  ground, 
And  her  foundation  forft ,  and  fccblcd  quight, 
At  laft  do  wncfallcs,  and  with  her  heaped  hight 
Her  haftie  ruinc  docs  more  heauiemakc, 
And  yields  k  felfc  vnto  the  vigours  mi  ght; 
Such  was  this  Gyaunts  fall,  that  fcemd  to  {hake 

Theftedfaft  globe  of  earth,  as  it  for  fearc  did  quake. 

The  knight  then  lightly  leaping  to  the  pray. 
With  mortallftcelehimfmotagaincfolore, 
That  headlcffc  his  vnweldy  bodic  lay. 
All  wallowd  in  his  o  wnc  fo  wlc  bloody  gore, 
Which  flowed  ftom  his  wounds  in  wondrous  ftore. 
Butfoone  as  breath  out  of  her  brcft did  pas, 
That  huge  great  body,  which  the  Gy  aunt  bore, 
Was  vamfht  quite,and  of  that  monftrou*  mas 

Was  nothing  left , but  like  an  cmptic  blader  was. 

Whofegricuousfall,wlienfalfc2)^fpyd€, 
Her  golden  cup  (he  caft  vnto  the  ground, 
And  crowned  mitre  rudely  threw  afyde; 
Such  pcrcing  gricfeher  ftubbornchart  did  wound, 
That  (he  could  not  endure  that  dolefull  ftound, 
Butleauing  all  behind  her,fled  away: 
The  light-foot  Squyre  ber  quickly  turnd  around, 
And  by  hard  mcanes  enforcing  her  to  ftay, 

SobrouRht  vnto  his  Lord ,  as  his  deferued  pray. 

-  &  H  The 
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The  roiall  Virgin,  which  beheld  from  farre, 
In  penfiueplight  ,andfad  pcrplexitie, 
The  whole  acchieuement  of  this  doubtfull  warrc, 
Came  running  faft  to  greet  his  vi&orie, 
With  fober  gladnefTe,  and  rayld  raodeftie, 
And  with  fweet  ioyous  chcare  him  thus  befpakc » 
Fayre  braunch  of  noblefle>  flowrc  of  chcvalrie, 
That  with  your  worth  the  world  amazed  make, 

How  fhall  I  quite  the  paynes,  ye  fuff  er  for  my  fake? 

Andyoufrefhbudd  of  venue  fpringingfaft, 

Whom  thefe  fad  eyes  faw  nigh  vnto  deaths  dore, 
What  hath  poore  Virgin  for  fuch  perill  paft, 
Wherewith  you  to  reward •?  Accept  therefore 
My  fimplc  felfe,andferuicc  euermorc  : 
And  he  that  high  does  fit,  and  all  things  fee 
With  cquall  eye,  their  merites  to  reftore, 
Behold  what  ye  this  day  haue  done  for  mee, 

And  what  I  cannot  quite,  requite  with  vfuree* 

But  fith  the  heauens,  and  your  fairc  handefing 
Haue  made  you  matter  of  the  field  this  day, 
Your  fortune  maifter  eke  with  gouerning  , 
And  well  begonne  end  all  fowell,I  pray, 
Nc  let  that  wicked  woman  fcape  away^ 
For  fhc  it  is,  that  did  my  Lord  bethrall, 
My  deareft  Lord,  and  deepe  in  dongeon  lay, 
Where  he  his  better  dayes  hath  wafted  all. 

O  heare,  how  piteous  he  to  you  for  ayd  does  calL. 

Forthwith  he  gaue  in  charge  vnto  his  Squyre, 
That  fcarlot  whore  to  kecpen  carefully  ^ 
Whyles  he  himfelfe  with  greedie  great  defyre 
Into  the  Caftle  entred  forcibly, 

Whese 
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Where  lining  creature  none  he  didefpye; 
Then  gan  he  lowdly  through  the  houfe  to  call: 
But  no  man  car'd  to  anfwere  to  his  crye. 
There  raignd  a  folcmne  filence  ouer  all,  (hall. 

Nor  voice  was  hcard,nor  wight  was  feene  in  bow  re  or 

Atlaft  with  creeping  croolccd  pace  forth  came 
An  old  old  man,  with  beard  as  white  as  (now, 
Th at  on  a  ftaffe  his  feeble  fteps  did  frame, 
And  guyde  his  wearie  gate  both  too  and  fro; 
For  his  eye  fight  him  fay  led  longygo, 
And  on  his  arraeabounch  of  keyes  he  bore, 
The  which  vnufed  ruftdid  oucrgrow : 
Thofe  were  the  keyes  of  euery  inner  dore, 

But  he  could  not  them  vfe,but  kept  them  ftill  in  ftorc. 

But  very  vncouth  fight  was  to  behold, 
How  he  did  faftiioii  his  vntoward  pace, 
For  as  he  forward  mooud  his  footing  old, 
So  backward  ftill  was  tnrnd  his  wrincled  face, 
Vnlikc  to  men,  who  euer  as  they  trace, 
Both  feet  and  face  one  way  are  wont  to  lead. 
This  was  the  auncient  keeper  of  that  place, 
And  fofter  father  of  the  Gyaunt  dead  5 

His  name  Igmro  did  his  nature  right  aread. 

His  rcuerend  heares  and  holy  grauitce 

The  knight  much  honord,  as  befecmed  well3 
And  gently  askt,  where  all  the  people  bee, 
Which  in  that  (lately  building  wont  to  dwell. 
Who  anfwerd  him  full  foft  5  he  could  not  tell. 
Againe  he  askt,  where  that  fame  knight  was  layd, 
Whom  epzatorgoglio  with  his  puiffaunce  fell 
Had  made  his  cay  tiue  thrall  5  againe  he  fayde, 

He  could  not  tell :  ne  euer  other  anfvvere  made.  - 

H  2  Then 
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Then  askedhe],  which  way  he  in  mightpas: 
He  could  not  tell,  againc  he  anftvercd. 
Thereat  the  courteous  knight  difplcafcd  was,. 
And  faid,  Old  fyre,  it  feemes  thou  haft  not  red* 
How  ill  it  fits  with  that  fame  filuer  hed, 
In  vaine  to  raockc,or  mockt  in  vaine  to  bee: 
But  if  thou  be,  as  thou  art  pourtrahed 
With  natures  pen ,  in  ages  grauc  degree, 
Aread  in  graucr  wife,what  I  demaund  of  thee- 

His  anfwere  like  wife  wasr  he  could  not  tell. 

Whofe  fencelefle  (peach ,  and  doted  ignorance* 
When  as  the  noble  Prince  had  marked  well,, 
He  gheft  his  nature  by  his  countenance, 
And  calhid  his  wrath  with  goodly  temperance. 
Then  to  him  flepping,  from  his  armc  did  reach 
Thofe  keyes,and  made  himfelfe  free  enterance. 
Each  dorc  he  opened  without  any  breach; 

There  wasnobarre  co-flop,  nor  foe  him  to  empeacfi. 

There  allwithin  full  rich  arayd  he  found, 
With  royall  arras  and  refplendent  gold, 
And  did  with  ftore  of  euery  thing  abound, 
That  greateft  Princes  prefence  might  behold. 
But  all  thefloore  ( too  filthy  to  be  told  ) 
With  blood  of  guiltlefTe  babes,  and  innocents  trew,. 
Which  there  were  flaine,  as  (heepe  out  of  the  fold,. 
Defiled  was ,  that  dreadfull  was  to  vew, 

And  facred  allies  oucr  it  was  ftrowed  new. 

And  there  beffdc  of  marble  ftbne  was  built 
An  Altare,  caru'd  with  cunning  ymagcry, 
On  which  trew  Chriftians  blood  was  often  fpilt, 
And  holy  Martyrcs  often  doen  to  dye; 
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With  cruell  malice  and  flrong  tyranny  : 
Whofe  bleffed  fprites  from  vnderneath  the  ftonc 
To  God  for  vengeance  cryde  continually, 
And  with  great  griefe  were  often  heard  to  grone, 
That  hardefl;  heart  would  bleede ,  to  heare  their  piteous 

(mone* 

Through  euery  ro  wme  he  fought>and  eucrie  bowr, 
But  no  where  could  he  find  that  wofull  thrall : 
At  laft  he  came  vnto  an  yron  doorc, 
That  faft  was  lockt,  but  key  found  not  at  all 
Emongft  that  bounch,  to  open  it  withall  j 
But  in  the  fame  a  little  grate  was  pight, 
Through  which  he  fent  his  voyce ,  andlowd  did  call 
With  all  his  powre,  to  wcet,  if liuing  wight 

Were  houfed  there  within ,  whom  he  enlargen  might. 

Therewith  an  hollow,  dreary,murmuring  voyce 
Thefe  pitteous  plaintcs and  dolours  did  refound; 
O  who  is  that,which  bringes  me  happy  choyce 
Of  death,  that  here  lye  dying  eucry  fiound, 
Yet  liue  perforce  in  balefull  darkcnefTe  bound? 
For  now  thrceMoones  haue  chaged  thrice  their  be  w, 
And  haue  becne  thrice  hid  vnderneath  the  ground, 
Since  1  the  hcauens  chearefull  face  did  vew,  % 

O  welcome  thou,that  doeft  of  death  bring  tydings  trew. 

Which  whe  that  Champion  heard,  with  percing  point 
Of  pitty  deare  his  hart  was  thrilled  fore, 
And  trembling  horrour  ran  through  euery  ioynr, 
For  ruth  of  gentle  knight  (b  fo  wle  forlore : 
Which  (baking  off,  he  rent  that  yron  dore, 
With  furious  force,  and  indignation  fell ; 
Where  entrcd  in ,  his  foot  could  find  no  flore, 
But  all  a  deepe  defcent,  as  darke  as  tell, 

That  breathed  eucr  forth  a  filthie  banefull  fmell. 

H  3  But 
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But  nether  darkeneffe  fowle,  nor  filthy  bands, 
Nor  noyousfmcll  his  purpofc  could  withhold, 
(Entire  affedion  hateth  nicer  hands) 
But  that  with  conftantzele,  and  coragebold, 
After  long  paines  and  labors  manifold, 
He  found  the  meanes  that  Prifoner  vp  to  reare; 
WhofefeeblethigheSjVnhabletovphoId 
His  pined  corfe,  him  fcarfe  to  light  could  bcarc, 

Arucfullfpe&acle  of  death  and  ghaftly  drerc. 

His  fad  dull  eies  deepe  funck  in  hollow  pits, 
Could  not  endure  th'vnwonted  funne  to  view; 
His  bare  thin  cheekes  for  want  of  better  bits, 
And  empty  fides  deceiued  of  their  dew, 
Could  make  a  ftony  hart  his  hap  to  rew; 
His  rawbonearmcs,  whofe  mighty  brawnedbowrs 
Were  wont  to  riue  fteele  plates,  and  helmets  hew, 
Were  dene  canfum'd,  and  all  his  vitall  po  wres 

Decay d^and  al  his  flefh  (hronk  vp  like  withered  flowrcs^ 

Whome  when  his  Lady  faw,to  him  flie  rarc 
With  hally  ioy :  to  feehim  made  her  glad, 
And  fad  to  view  his  vifage  pale  and  wan, 
Who  earfl:  in  flowres  of  frefheft  youth  was  clad- 
Tho  when  her  well  oftearesfhe  wafted  had, 
She  faid,  Ah  deareft  Lord,  what  cuili  ftarre 
On  you  hath  frow  nd,  and  pourd  his  influence  bad, 
That  of  your  felfe  ye  th  u  s  berobbed  arre, 

And  this  miflceming  hew  your  maly  looks  doth  marre? 

But  welcome  now  my  Lord,  in  wele  or  woe, 
Whofe  prefence  I  haue  lackt  too  long  a  day; 
And  fie  on  Fortune  mine  auowed  foe, 
Whofe  wrathful  wreakes  them  felues  doe  now  allay- 

And 
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And  for  thefc  wrongcs  fhall  treble  penau  nee  pay 
Of  treble  good  :good  growes  of  euils  priefc. 
The  chcarelefle  man,  whom  forow  did  difmay, 
Had  no  delight  to  treaten  of  his  griefe; 
His  long  endured  famine  needed  morereliefe. 

Fairc  Lady,  thenfaid  that  vi&orious  knight, 

The  things,  that  grieuous  were  to  doe,  or  beare* 
Them  ro  renew,  I  wocc,  breeds  no  delight* 
Befl:  mufickc  breeds  delight  in  loathing  eare: 
But  th  only  good,  that  growes  of  pafled  feare^ 
Is  to  bc  wife;  and  ware  oflike  ageia. 
This  daies  enfample  hath  this  letfbn  dearc 
Deepe  written  in  my  heart  with  yron  pen* 

That  bliffe  may  not  abide  in  ftate  of  mortall  men. 

Henceforth  Sir  knight,  take  to  you  wonted  ftrength, 
And  maifter  thefc  mifhaps  with  patient  might*, 
Loe  wher  your  foe  lies  ftretcht  in  monftrous  length, 
And  loe  that  wicked  woman  in  your  fight, 
The  roote  of  all  your  care,  and  wretched  plight* 
Now  in  your  powre,  to  let  her  Hue,  or  die. 
To  doc  her  die  (qd .  Vnd)  were  defpight, 
Andfhame  t'auengefoweake  an  cnimy; 

Butfpoileher  of  her  fcadotrobc,andlet  her  fly. 

So  as  (lie  bad,  that  witch  they  dilaraid, 
And  robd  ot  roiall  robes,and  purple  pall, 
And  ornaments  that  richly  wercdifplaid; 
Nc  fpared  they  to  ftrip  her  naked  all. 
Then  when  they  had  defpoyld  her  tire  and  call, 
Such  as  fhc  was,  their  eies  might  her  behold, 
That  her  miffhaped  parts  did  them  appall, 
A  loathly, wrinckled  hag,  ill  fauoured,  old, 

Whofe  fecret  filth  good  manners  biddeth  not  be  told, 

H4  Her 
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Her  crafty  head  was  altogether  bald,  v 
And  as  in  hate  of  honorable  eld, 
Was  ouergrowne  with  fcurfe  and  filthy  fcaldj 
Her  teeth  out  of  her  rotten  gummes  were  feld, 
And  her  fowre  breath  abhominably  frneld; 
Her  dried  dugs,  lyke  bladders  lacking  wind, 
Hong  downe,  and  filthy  matter  from  them  weld* 
Her  wrizled  fkin  as  rough,  as  maple  rind, 
So  fcabby  was,that  would  haue  loathd  all  womankind* 

Her  neather  parts,  the  fhame  of  all  her  kind, 
My  charter  Mufe for  fhamedothblufh  to  write* 
Bui  at  her  rompe  (he  growing  had  behind 
A  foxes  taile,with  dong  all  fowly  dight; 
And  eke  her  feete  moft  monftrous  were  in  fight* 
For  one  of  them  was  like  an  Eagles  claw, 
With  griping  talaunts  armd  to  greedy  fight, 
The  other  like  a  bearcs  vneiten  paw: 
More  vgly  fhape  yet  neuer  Iiuing  creature  (w4 

Which  when  the  knights  beheld,amazd  they  were, 
And  wondred  at  fo  fowle  deformed  wight. 
Such  then  (faid  Vna)z$  ihefeemech  here, 
Such  is  the  fact  of  falfhood,  fuch  the  fight 
Of  fowle  Durfcwhen  her  borrowed  light 
Is  laid  away,  and counterfefaunce  knowne. 
Thus  when  they  had  the  witch  difrobed  quight* 
And  all  her  filthy  feature  open  fhowne, 

They  let  her  goe  at  will, and  wander  waies  vnknownc* 

Shce  flying  faft  from  heauens  hated  face, 

And  from  the  world  that  her  difcouered  wide, 
Fled  to  the  waftfull  wilderncflc  apace, 
From  liuingeies  her  open  fhame  to  hide, 
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And  lurkt  in  rocks  and  caucs  long  vnefpidc. 
But  that  faire  crew  of  knights,  and  Fna  faire 
Did  in  that  caftle  afterwards  abide. 
To  reft  them  fclue's,and  weary  powres  repaire, 
Where  ftore  they  fownd  of  al,that  dainty  was  and  rare., 

Cant.  I  X. 


o 


His  hues  and  lignage  Arthur  e  tells 
"       the  knights  knit t  friendly  h an ds: 
Sir  Tremfanfltes  from  T>efayre, 


^     Whom  %edcros  knight  withftandsfj^^ 

Goodly  golden  chayne,  wherewith  yferc 
The  vertues  linked  are  in  louely  wi2e: 
And  noble  mindes  of  yore  allyed  were, 
In  brauepourftiitt  ofcheualrous  emprize, 
That  none  did  others  fafety  defpize, 
Nor  aid  enuy  to  him  ,  in  need  that  (lands, 
But  friendly  each  did  others  praife  deuize, 
How  to  aduauncc  with  fauourablc  hands,  (bands. 
As  this  good  Prince  redeemd  the  Redcrojfe  knight  from 

Who  when  their  powres  empayrd  through  labor  long. 
With  dew  repaft  they  had  rccured  well, 
And  that  weake  captiue  wight  now  wexed  ftrong* 
Them  lift  no  lenger  there  at  leafure  dwell, 
But  forward  fare,  as  their  aduentures  fell, 
But  ere  they  parted,  Vnaimc  befought 
That  ftraunger  knight  his  name  and  nation  tell, 
Leaft  fo  great  good,  as  he  for  her  had  wrought, 

Should  die  vnknown,&  buried  be  inthankles  thought. 

Faire 
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Faire  virgin  (faid  the  Prince)  y ee  me  require 
A  thing  without  the  compas  of  my  witt: 
For  both  the  lignage  and  the  certein  Sire, 
From  which  I  fprong,  from  m  ee  are  hidden  yitt. 
For  all  fo  foone  as  life  did  me  admitt 
Into  this  world,  and  (hewed  heuens  light, 
From  mochers  pap  I  taken  was  vnfict: 
And  ftreight  deliuered  to  a  Fary  knight. 

To  be  vpbrought  in  gentle  the wes  and  martial!  might. 

Vnto  old  Timon  he  me  brought  byliue, 

Old  Time ffywho  in  youthly  yeares  hath  beenc 
In  warlike  feates  th'expertefl:  man  aliue. 
And  is  the  wifefl:  no  won  earth  I  wecnej 
His  dwelling  is  low  in  a  valley  greene, 
Vnderthefootofito*/^tfmofly  hore, 
From  whencetheriuer  Dee  as  filuer  clcene 
His  tombling  dillowes  rolls  with  gentle  rore: 

There  all  my  daies  he  traind  mee  vp  in  vertuous  lore. 

Thether  the  great  magicien  ^Merlin  came, 
As  was  his  vfe,  ofttimes  to  vifitt  mee 
For  he  had  charge  my  difcipline  to  frame, 
And  Tutors  nouriture  to  ouerfee. 
Him  oft  and  oftlafktinpriuity, 
Of  what  loines  and  what  lignage  I  did  fpring. 
Whofe  aunfwere  bad  me  ftill  afTured  bee, 
That  I  was  fonne  and  heire  vnto  a  king, 

As  time ia  her  iuft  term  the  truth  to  light  fhould  bring. 

Well  worthy  impe,  faid  then  the  Lady  gent, 
And  Pupil!  ficc  for  fuch  a  Tutors  hand. 
But  what  aduenture,  or  what  high  intent 
Hathbrought  you  hether  into  Fary  land, 

Arcad 
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Arcad  Prince  Arthure,  crowne  of  Martiallband? 
Full  hard  it  is  (qd.  he)  to  read  aright 
The  courfc  of  heauenly  caufe,or  vnderftand 
The  fecret  meaning  of  th 'eternal!  might,  (wight. 
That  rules  mens  waies, and  rules  the  thoughts  of  liuing 

For  whether  he  through  fatal  deepe  forefight 
Me  hither  fentj,  for  caufe  to  me  vngheft , 
Or  that  frefh  bleeding  wound^which  day  and  night 
Whilome  doth  rancle  in  my  riuen  breft, 
With  forced  fury  following  his  beheft, 
Me  he  ther  brought  by  waves  yet  ne  uer  found,. 
You  to  haue  helpt  I  hold  my  felfe  yet  bleft. 
Ah  courteous  knight  ( quoth  fhe)  what  fecret  wound 

Could  euer  find,  to  grieue  the  gentleft  hart  on  ground? 

Deare  Dame  (quoth  he;  you  fleepingfparkes  awake, 
Which  troubled  once3  into  huge  flames  will  grow, 
Ne  euer  will  their  feruent  fury  flake, 
Till  lining  moyfture  into  fmokedo  flow , 
And  wafted  life  doejye  in  afheslow* 
Yet  Athens  filence  leffeneth  not  my  fire, 
But  told  it  flames5an d  hidden  it  does  glow, 
I  will  reuele,what  ye  fo  much  defire: 

Ah  Louejay  down  thy  bow3that  whiles  I  may  refpyre 

It  was  in  freflieft  flo wrc  of  youthly  yeares, 

When  corage  firfl:  does  creepe  in  manly  cheft* 
Then  firft  that  cole  of  kindly  heat  appeares 
To  kindle  lone  in  euery  liuing  breft; 
But  me  had.  warnd  old  Cleans  wife  beheft, 
Thofe  creeping  flames  by  reafon  to  fubdew,, 
Before  their  rage  grew  to  fo  great  vnreft, 
As  miferablelouers  vie  to  rew, 

Which  ftiU  wcx  old  in  woe^vvhilcs  wo  (HI  wcxeth  new,. 

That 
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Thatydle  namcoflouc^andloucrs  life, 
As  loffe  of  time,and  venues  enimy 
I  euerfcornd,  and  ioyd  to  ftirre  vp  ftrife, 
In  middeft  of  their  mournfull  Tragedy, 
Ay  wont  to  laugh,when  them  I  heard  to  cry, 
And  blow  the  fire,  which  them  to  afhes  brent: 
Their  God  himfelfc  ^grieud  at  my  libertic, 
Shott  many  a  dart  at  me  with  fiers  intent, 

But  I  them  warded  all  with  wary  gouernment. 

But  all  in  vaine:  no  fort  can  be  fo  ftrong, 
Ne  fleflily  breft  can  armed  be  fo  fownd, 
But  will  at  laft  be  wonne  with  battr  ie  long, 
Or  vnawares  at  difouantage  fownd: 
Nothing  is  fure,  that  growes  on  earthly  grownd: 
And  who  moft  truftesinarmeofflefWy  might, 
And  boaftes,in  beauties  chaine  not  to  be  bo  wnd, 
Doth  fooncft  fall  in  difauentrous  fight, 

And  y eeldes  his  caytiue  neck  to  vigours  mod  de<pighc# 

Enlamplc  make  of  him  your  haplefle  ioy, 
And  of  my  felfenow  mated,  as  ye  fee; 
Whofe  prouder  vaunt  that  proud  auenging  boy 
Did  foone  pluck  downe,and  curbd  my  libertec. 
For  on  a  day  rrickt  forth  with  iollitee 
Of  loofer  life,and  heat  of  hardiment, 
Raunging  the  forefl:  wide  on  courier  free, 
The  fields,the  floods,the  heauens  with  one  confent 

Didfceme  to  laugh  at  me,and  fauour  mine  intent. 

For  wearied  with  my  fportes,I  did  alight 

From  loftie  fteed,'and  downe  to  fleepe  me  layd; 
The  verdant  gras  my  couch  did  goodly  dight, 
And  pillow  was  my  hehnett  fayre  difpbyd: 

Whiles 
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Whiles  euery  fence  the  humour  fwect  embay  d, 
And  flombring  foft  my  hart  did  ftealc  away 
Mc  fecmed,  by  my  fide  a  royall  Mayd 
Her  daintie  limbes  full  foftly  down  did  lay: 
So  fayre  a  creature  y  ctfaw  ncuer  funny  day  . 

Moft  goodly  glee  and  Iouelyblandifliment 
She  to  me  made,and  badd  mc  loue  her  dcarc^ 
For  dcarcly  fure  her  loue  was  to  me  bent, 
As  when  iuft  time  expired  ihould  appeare. 
But  whether  dreamcs  dclude,or  true  it  wcre^ 
Was  ncuer  hart  fo  rauifht  with  delight, 
Ncliuing  man  like  wordes  did  euer  heare, 
As  (he  to  me  deliuered  all  that  night; 

And  at  her  parting  &d,She  Quccne  of Farics  high* 

When  I  awoke,  and  found  her  place  deuoyd, 

And  nought  but  preffed  gras  where  flic  had  lyea, 
I  forrowed  all  fo  much>  as  carft  I  ioyd, 
And  wafted  all  her  placewith  watry  eycn# 
From  that  day  forth  Ilou'dthatfacediuync^ 
From  that  day  forth  I  caft  in  carcfull  mynd, 
To  fecke  her  out  with  labor,andlong  tyne^ 
And  neuer  vowd  to  reft,till  her  I  fynd, 

Ny nemonethes  I  feek  in  vain  yet  ni'll  that  vow  vnby ndl 

Thus  as  hefpake,  his  vifage  wcxedpale, 

And  chaungc  of  hew  greatpaflion  did  bewray?. 
Yett  ftill  he  ftroue  to  cloke  his  inward  bale, 
And  hide  the  fmoke,  that  did  his  fire  difplayr 
Till  gentle  Vn*  thus  to  him  gan  fay; 
O  happy  Queene  ofFarics,that  haftfownd 
Mongft  many,one  that  with  his  prowefTe  may 
Dcfendthine  honour,  and  thy  foes  confo  wnd: 

TrucLoues  arcoftefown^but  fcldom  grow  ongrownd' 

Thine: 
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Thine,0  then/aid  the  gentle  Redcrojfe  knight, 
Next  to  that  Ladies  loue,fhalbe  the  place, 
O  fayreft  virgin,full  of  heaucnly  light, 
Whofe  wondrous faith,cxceedin  g earthly  race, 
Was  firmeft  fixt  in  myne  extremeft  cafe. 
Andyou;myLord,thePatroneofmy  life,  r 
Of  that  great  Queenc  may  well  gaine  worthie  grace: 
For  oncly  worthie  you  through  prowes  priefe 

Yf  liuing  man  mote  worthie  be,to  be  her  liefe. 

So  diuerfly  difcourfingof  their  loues, 

The  golden  Stmne  his  gliftring  head  gan  (hew, 

And  fad  rememhraunce  now  the  Prince  amoues, 

With  frefh  defire  his  voyage  to  purfew: 

Als  Vm  earnd  her  traueill  to  renew. 

Then  thofe  two  knights,  faft  frendfhip  for  to  bynd } 

And  loue  cftablifh  each  to  other  trc  w, 

Gaue  goodly  gifts,  the  fignes  of  gratefull  mynd/ 

And  eke  as  pledges  firmc,right  hands  together  ioynd. 

Prince  Arthur  gaue  a  boxe  of  Diamond  fure> 
Embowd  with  gold  and  gorgeous  ornament, 
Wherein  were  clofd  few  drops  of  liquor  pure, 
Of  wondrous  worth,and  vcrtuc  excellent, 
That  any  wo  wnd  could  hcale  incontinent: 
Which  to  rcquite5the  Redcroffe knight  him  gaue 
A  booke,  wherein  this  Saucours  teftamcnt 
Was  writt  with  golden  letters  rich  and  braue; 

A  workc  of  wondrous  grace,and  hable  foules  to  fauc. 

Thus  becne  they  parted,  Arthur  on  his  way 
To  feeke  his  louc,and  th'other  for  to  fight 
With  Vmes  foe,  that  all  her  jrealme  did  pray. 
But  (he  now  weighing  the  decayed  plight, 

And 
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And  fhrunken  fynewes  of  her  chofen  knigh  t> 
Would  not  a  while  her  forward  courfc  purfew, 
Ne  bring  him  forth  in  face  of  dreadfull  fight. 
Till  he  recouered  had  his  former  hew: 
For  him  to  be  yet  weake  and  wearie  well  (be  knew. 

So  as  they  trauefld,lo  they  gan  efpy 

An  armedkmght  towards  them  gallop  faft3 
That  fccmed  from  fome  feared  foe  tofly, 
Or  other  griefly  thing,that  him  aghaft. 
Still  as  he  fledd,  his  eye  was  backward  caft, 
As  if  his  feare  fhll  followed  him  behynd, 
Als  flew  his  fteed,as  he  his  bandes  had  braft, 
And  with  his  winged  heeles  did  tread  the  wynd, 

As  he  had  becne  a  fole  ofPcgafus  his  kynd. 

Nigh  as  he  drew5they  might  pcrceme  his  head 
To  bee  vnarmd3and  curld  vncombed  heares 
Vpftaring  ftiffe,  difmaid  with  vncouth  dread; 
Nor  drop  of  blood  in  all  his  face  appearcs 
Nor  life  in  Iimbe:  and  to  increafe  his  feares, 
Infowlercprochof  knighthoodes  fayredcgree> 
About  his  neck  an  hempenrope  he  weares, 
That  with  his  gliftring  armes  does  ill  agree; 

But  he  of  rope  or  armes  has  now  no  memoree* 

The  Redcroffe  knight  toward  him  crofledfafl, 
To  wect3what  mifter  wight  was  fo  difmayd: 
There  him  he  findes  allfenceleffe  and  aghafif, 
That  of  him  felfe  he  feemd  to  be  afrayd, 
Whom  hardly  he  fro  m  flying  forward  ftayd> 
Till  he  thefe  wordes  ro  him  deliuer  might; 
Sir  knight,aread  who  hath  ye  thus  arayd, 
Andekefrom  whommakeye  this  hafty  flight: 

For  neuer  knight  I  faw  in  (uch  miflixming  plight. 

He 
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He  anfwerd  nought  at  all,  but  adding  new 
Feare  to  his  firftamazmcnt3ftaringwyde 
With  ftony  eycs}and  hartlefle  hollow  hew, 
AftoniGit  ftood3as  one  that  had  afpyde 
Infernal!  furies,  with  their  chaines  vntyde. 
Him  yett  againe3and  yctt  againe  befpakc 
The  gentle  knight,  who  nought  to  him  rcplyde, 
Buctrembling  euery  ioynt  did  inly  quake,  (fhake. 

And  folcring  tongue  at  laft  thefe  words  fcemd  forth  to 

For  Gods  dcare  loue5Sir  knight,doc  me  not  ftay; 
For  loc  he  comes,hecomes£aft  after  mec. 
Eft  looking  back  would  faine  hauc  runnc  away; 
But  he  him  forft  to  ftay,and  tellen  free 
The  fecrctc  caufe  of  his  perplcxitie, 
Yet  nathemorc  by  his  bold  hartie  {peach, 
Could  his  blood  frofen  hart  emboldened  bee, 1 
But  through  his  boldnes  rather  fcatc  did  reach, 

Yctt  forft,at  laft  he  made  through  filece  fuddein  breach* 

And  am  I  now  in  fafctie  fure  (quoth  he) 

From  him,  that  would  haue  forced  me  to  dye? 
And  is  the  point  of  death  now  turnd  fro  mee, 
That  I  may  tell  this  haplcfle  hiftory* 
Feare  nought:  (quoth  he)  no  daunger  now  is  nye? 
Then  rtiall  I  you  recount  a  ruefull  cacc, 
(Said  he)  the  which  with  this  vnlucky  eye 
I  late  beheld,  and  had  not  greater  grace 

Me  reft  from  it,had  bene  partaker  of  the  place. 

I  lately  chaunft  (  Would  I  had  neucr  chaunft ) 
With  a  fayre  knight  to  keepen  compance, 
Sir  T crwin  hight,that  well  himfelfe  aduaunfl: 
la  all  affayres,and  was  both  bold  and  free, 

But 
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But  not  fo  happy  as  mote  happy  bee: 
He  lou'd,  as  was  his  lot,  a  Lady  gent, 
That  him  againe  lou'd  in  the  lead  degree : 
For  flic  was  proud,  and  of  too  high  intent, 

And  ioyd  to  fee  her  louer  languifti  and  lament. 

From  whom  retourningfad  and  comfortleffe, 
As  on  the  way  together  we  did  fare, 
We  met  that  villen  (God  from  him  me  bleUe) 
That  curfed  wight,  from  whom  I  fcapt  whylearc, 
A  man  of  hell,  that  calls  himfelfe  Defpayre : 
Who  firft  vs  greets,  and  after  fayre  areedes 
Of  tydinges  Itraunge ,  and  of  aduentures  rare : 
So  creeping  clofe,  as  Snake  in  hidden  weedes, 

Inquireth  of  our  ftates,  and  of  our  knightly  deedes. 

Which  when  he  knew;and  felt  our  feeble  harts 
Emboli  with  bale,  and  bitterbyting  griefe, 
Which  loue  had  launched  with  his  deadly  darts, 
With  wounding  words  and  ternres  offoulerepricfc. 
He  pluckt  from  vs  all  hope  of  dew  reliefc, 
That  earft  vs  held  in  loue  of  lingringlife  ;  • 
Then  hopeleffe  hartlefTe,gan  the  cunning  thiefe 
Perfwade  vs  dye,  to  ftint  all  further  ftrife : 

To  mc  he  lent  this  rope,  to  him  a  rufty  knife* 

With  which  fad  inftrumcnt  of  hafty  death, 
Thatwofulllouer  ,  loathing  lenger  light, 
A  wy  de  way  made  to  let  forth  luring  breath. 
But  I  morefearefull,  or  more  lucky  wight, 
Difmayd  with  that  deformed  difmall  fight, 
Fledd  faft  away,  halfe  dead  with  dying  feare ; 
Neyet  afford  of  life  by  you,Sir  knight, 
Whofe  like  infirmity  like  c  haunce  may  bcare : 

But  God  you  neuer  let  his  charmed fpeaches  hearc. 

1  I  How 
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How  may  a  man  (faidhe)  with  idlefpeach 
Be  wonne,  to  fpoyle  the  Caftle  of  his  health  ? 
I  wote  (quoth  he)  whom  tryalllate  did  teach, 
That  like  would  not  for  all  this  worldes  wealth  ; 
His  fubtile  tong,  like  dropping  honny,  mcalt'h 
Into  the  heart,  and  fearcheth  euery  vaine3 
That  ere  one  be  aware,  by  fecret  ftealth 
His  powre  is  reft,  and  weaknes  doth  remaine. 

O  neuer  Sir  defire  to  try  his  guilefull  tcaine. 

Certes  (fayd  he)  hence  (hall  I  neuer  reft, 

Till  I  that  treachours  art  haue  heard  and  tryde; 
And  you  Sir  knight,  whofe  name  mote  I  requelt* 
Of  grace  do  me  vnto  his  cabin  guyde. 
. I  that  Right  Treuifan  (  quoth  he  )  will  ryde 
Againft  my  liking  backe3to  doe  you  grace : 
But  norfor  gold  nor  glee  will  I  abyde 
Byyou,whenyearriuein  that  fame  placer 

For  leuerhad  I  die  [  then  fee  his  deadly  face. 

Ere  long  they  come,  where  thatfame  wicked  wight 
His  dwelling  has,  low  in  an  hollow  caue, 
Far  vnderneath  a  craggy  cliftyplight, 
Darke,  doIefull,dreary ,  like  a  greedy  graue, 
That  (till  for  carrion  carcafes  doth  craue : 
On  top  whereof  ay  dwelt  the  ghaftly  Ovvlc, 
Shriekinghis  balefull  note,  which  euer  draue 
Far  from  that  haunt  all  other  chearefull  fowle; 

Aud  all  about  it  wandring  ghoftes  did  wayle  &  howle. 

And  all  about  old  ftockes  and  ftubs  of  trees, 
Whereon  nor  fruite,  nor  leafe  was  euer  fecne, 
Did  hang  vpon  the  ragged  rocky  knees; 
Oawhichhadmany  wretches  hanged  bcene, 
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Whofc  carcafcs  werefcattred  on  the  greene, 
And  thrownc  about  the  clifts.  Arriued  there, 
That  bare-head  knight  for  dread  and  dolefull  teene, 
Would  faine  haue  fled,ne  durft  approchen  neare, 

But  th'other  forft  him  ftaye ,  and  comforted  in  fcare. 

That  darkefome  cau  e  they  enter ,  where  they  find 
That  curfed  man,  low  fitting  on  the  ground, 
Mufingfull  fadly  in  his  fullein  mind 
His  griefic  lockes,  long  growen,  and  vnbound, 
Difordred  hong  abouthis  fhoulders  round, 
And  hid  his  face;  through  which  his  hollow  eync 
Lookt  deadly  dull,  and  flared  as  aftound ; 
,  His  raw-bone  checkes  through  penurie  and  pine, 

Were  ilironke  into  hi* iawes,as  he  did  neuer  dyne. 

His  garment  nought  but  many  ragged  clouts, 
With  thornes  togeiber  pind  and  patched  was, 
The  which  his  naked  fides  he  wrapt  abouts; 
And  him  befide  there  lay  vpon  thegras 
A  dreary  corfe,  whofc  life  away  did  pas, 
All  wallo  wd  in  his  own  yet  luke- warme  blood, 
That  from  his  wound  yet  welled  frefh  alas; 
In  which  a  rufty  knife  faft  fixed  flood, 

And  made  an  open  pafiage  fox  the  gufhing  flood. 

Which  piteous  fpe&acfe,  approtiing  trew 
The  wofull  tale,  that  T revtfan  had  told, 
When  as  the  gentle  RedtroJJe  knight  did  vew, 
With  firie  zeale  he  burnt  in  courage  bold, 
Him  to  aucnge,  before  his  blood  were  cold, 
And  to  the  villein  fay  d,  Thou  damned  wight, 
The  authour  of  this  fa &,  we  here  behold, 
Whatiuftice  can  but  iudge  againft  thee  right,(fight» 

With  thine  o wne  blood  to  price  his  blood,here  fhed  in 

I  2  What 
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What  frantickc  fit(quothhe)  hach  thus  diftraught 
Thee, foolifli  man,fo  rafh  a  doorae  to  giue? 
What  iuftice  euer  other  iudgement  taught, 
But  hefhould  dye,  who  merites  not  to  Hue  ? 
None  els  to  death  this  man  dcfpayring  driue, 
But  his  owne  guiltie  mind  deferring  death.  « 
Is  then  vniuft  to  each  his  dew  to  giue  ? 
Or  let  him  dye,  that  loatheth  liuing  breath  > 

Or  let  him  die  at  eafe,  that  liueth  here  vneath? 

» Who  tran ailes  by  the  wearie  wandring  way, 
To  come  vnto  his  wifhed  home  in  hafte. 
And  mcetes  a  flood ,  that  doth  his  paffage  flay. 
Is  not  great  grace  to  helpe  him  ouer  paft. 
Or  free  his  feet,  that  in  the  myreftickefaft  ? 
Moft  enuious  man,  that  grieues  at  neighbours  goo<J? 
And  fond,  that  ioyeft  in  the  woe  thou  haft, 
Why  wilt  not  let  him  paffe,  that  long  hath  flood 
Vpon  the  bancke,yet  wilt  thy  felfenot  pas  the  flood? 

He  there  does  now  cnioy  eternall  reft 

And  happy  eafe,  which  thou  doeft  wantand  crauey 
And  further  from  it  daily  wandereft : 
What  if  fame  little  payne  the  paffage  haue. 
That  makes  frayle  flefh  to  feare  the  bitter  waue? 
Is  not  fhort  payne  well  borne,  that  bringes  long  eafe3 
And  layes  the  foule  to  fleepc  in  quiet  graue  ? 
Sleepe  after  toyle ,  port  after  ftormie  feas, 

Eafe  after  warre,ideath  after  life  does  greatly  pleafc; 

The  knight  much  wondred  at  hisfuddeine  wit, 
And  fayd,  The  terme  of  life  limited, 
Ne  may  a  man  prolong ,  nor  fhorten  it; 
The  fouldier  may  not  mouc  from  watchfull  fted, 
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Nor  lcaue  his  ftand,  vntill  his  Captaine  bed. 
Who  life  did  limit  by  almightie  doome, 
(Quoth  he  )  knowes  beft  the  termes  eftablifhcd; 
And  he,  that  poincs  the  Ccntonell  his  roome, 
Dothlicenfc  him  depart  at  found  of  morning  droome. 

Is  not  his  deed,  what  euer  thing  is  donne,' 
Inheauen  and  earth ;  did  not  he  all  create, 
To  die  againc  ?  all  ends  that  was  begonne. 
Their  times  in  his  eternall  booke  of  fate 
Are  written  fure,  and  haue  their  certein  date. 
Who  then  can  ftriue  with  ftrong  neccflkic, 
That  holds  the  world  in  his  ftillchaunging  ftate, 
Or  fhunne  the  death  ordaynd  by  deftinie?  (why. 

Whe  houreofdeathis  come,letnone  aske  whence,nor 

The  lcngcr  life,  I  wotc  the  greater  fin, 
The  greater  fin,  the  greater  punifhment : 
All  thole  great  battels,  which  thou  boafts  to  win, 
Through  ftrifc,  and  blood-fhed,andauengcment, 
Now  prayfd,hereafter  deare  thou  ("halt  repent : 
For  life  muftlife  ,and  blood  muft  blood  repay. 
Is  not  enough  thy  euilllife  forefpent  > 
For  he,  that  once  hath  miffed  the  right  way. 

The  further  he  doth  goe,the  further  he  doth  ftray* 

Then  doe  no  further  goe,no  further  ftray, 
But  here  ly  do  wne3  and  to  thy  reft  betake , 
Thill  to  preuent,  that  life  enfewen  may. 
For  what  hath  life,  that  may  it  loued  make, 
And  giues  not  rather  caufe  it  to  forfake  ? 
Feare,fickneffe,age,  IoOe,  labour,  forrow,flrife, 
Payne,  hunger,  cold3that  makes  the  hart  to  quake; 
And  euer  fickle  fortune  rageth  rife. 

All  which.and  thoufands  mo  do  make  aloathfome  life. 

I  3  Thou 
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Thou  wretched  man,  of  death  haft  greateft  need, 
If in  true  ballaunce  thou  wilt  weigh  thy  ftate: 
For  neuer  knight,  that  dared  warlike  deed, 
More  luckleff  diffauentures  did  amatc: 
Witnes  the  dungeon  deepe,  wherein  of  late 
Thy  life  fliutt  vp>  for  death  fo  oft  did  call; 
And  though  good  lucke  prolonged  hath  thy  date> 
Yet  death  then,would  the  like  mifhaps  foreftall, 

Into  the  which  heareaftcr  thou  mailt  happen  falh 

Why  then  doeft  thou30  man  offin5  defire 
To  draw  thy  dayes  forth  to  their  laft  degree? 
Is  not  the  mcafure  of  thy  finfull  hire 
High  heaped  vp  with  huge  inkjuitee, 
Againft  the  day  of  wrath,  to  burden  thee? 
Is  not  cnongh,that  to  this  Lady  mild 
Thoufalfeft  haft  thy  faith  with  perinree, 
And  fold  thy  felfe  to  feme  Dueffk  vild, 

With  whom  in  al  abufc  thou  haft  thy  felfe  dcfild> 

Is  not  he  iuft3  that  all  this  doth  behold 

From  higheft  heuen,  and  beares  anequallcie  ? 

Shall  he  thy  fins  vp  in  his  knowledge  fold* 

And  guilty  be  of  thine  impietiei* 

Is  not  his  Iawe>Lct  euery  firmer  die: 

Dieiliallall  flellh?  what  then  muft  needs  bedonii^ 

Is  it  not  better  to  doe  willinglie, 

Then  linger,  till  the  glas  be  all  out  ronne> 
Death  is  the  end  of  woes:  die  foone5  O  faries  fon ne. 

The  knight  was  much  enmoticd  with  his  /peach, 
That  as  a  fwords  poynt  through  his  hart  did  pcrfe, 
And  in  his  confeience  made  a  iecrete  breach, 
Well  knowing  trew  all>that  he  did  reherfe, 

And 
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And  to  his  frefh  rcmembraunccdid  rcucrfcs 
The  vgly  vew  of  his  deformed  crimes, 
That  all  his  manly  powres  it  did  difperfe, 
As  he  were  charmed  with  inchauntcd  rimes, 
That  oftentimes  he  quakt,  and  fain  ted  oftentimes* 

In  which  amazement,  when  thcMifcrcaunt 
Perceiuedhim  to  wauer  weake  andfraile, 
Whiles  trembling  horror  did  his  conference daunv 
And  hellifh  anguifh  did  his  foule  aflaile, 
To  driuehim  to  defpaire,  and  quite  to  quaile, 
Hee  fhewd  him  painted  in  a  table  plainc, 
The  damned  ghofts,  that  doe  in  torments  wailc, 
And  thoufand  feends  that  doc  them  cndlefle  painc 

With  fire  and  brimftone,  which  for  eucrfliall  remains* 

Tlifi  fight  whercoffo  throughly  him  difmaid. 
That  nought  but  death  before  his  eies  he  £wy 
And  eucr  burning  wrath  before  him  laid. 
By  righteous  fcntcncc  of  th 'Almighties  kw: 
Then  gan  the  villein  him  to  ouercraw. 
And  brought  vnto  him  fwords,  ropes,  poifon,  fire* 
And  all  that  might  him  to  perdition  draw; 
And  bad  him  choofe,  what  death  he  would  defire: 

For  death  was  dew  to  him,  that  had  prouokt  Gods  ire* 

But  whenas  none  of  them  he  faw  him  take, 
He  to  him  raught  a  dagger  fharpe  and  keene, 
And  gaue  it  him  in  hand :  his  hand  did  quake, 
And  tremble like  a  Icafe  of  Afpin  grcene, 
And  troubled  blood  through  his  pale  face  was  (eene 
To  come ,  and  goc  with  tidings  from  the  hearr, 
As  it  aronningmeffenger  had  beenc. 
At  laftrefolu'd  to  worke  his  finall  fmart, 

He  lifted  vp  his  hand,  that  backe  againc  didftart. 

1 4  Which 
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Which  whenas  Vna  heard ,  through  euery  vaine 
The  crudled  cold  ran  to  her  well  of  lite, 
As  in  a  fwowne:  but  foonercliu'd  againe, 
Out  of  his  hand  fhe  fnatcht  the  curfed  knife, 
And  threw  it  to  the  ground,  enraged  rife, 
And  to  him  faid,Fiefie,  faint  hearted  knight, 
What  meaneft  thou  by  this  reprochfuil  Itrifcf 
Is  this  the  battaile,  which  thou  vauntft  to  fight 

With  that  fire-mouthed  Dragon,  horrible  and  bright? 

Come, comeaway, frailc/eeble,  flefhly  wight, 
Ne  let  vainc  words  bewitch  thy  manly  hart, 
Ne  diuelifti  thoughts  difinay  thy  conftant  fpright. 
In  heauenly  mercies  haft  thcu  not  a  part? 
Why  lliouldft  thou  then  defpeire ,  that  cholen  art? 
Where  iuftice gto wes,  there  grows  eke  greter  grace> 
The  which  doth  quench  thebrondof  hellifh  fmart* 
And  that  accurft  hand-writing  doth  deface. 

Arife^Sir  knight  arife,and  leaue  this  curfed  place* 

So  vp  herofe,and  thence  amounted  ftrcight. 

Which  when  the  carle  beheld,and  faw  his  gueft 
VVould  fafe  depart,  for  all  his  fubtile  Height, 
He  chofe  an  halter  from  among  the  reft, 
And  with  it  hong  him  felfe,  vnbid  vnblefh 
But  death  he  could  not  workc  himfelfe  thereby* 
For  thoufand  times  he  fo  him  feife  had  dreft, 
Yetnatheleffeitcouldnotdoe  him  die. 

Till  hefhouid  die  his  laft,that  is  eternally. 


Cant. 
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,         And  vaine  afTuraunce  of  mortality, 
Which  all  fofoone,  as  it  doth  come  to  fight, 
Againft  fpirituall  foes,  yields  by  and  by, 
Or  from  the  ficlde  moft  cowardly  doth  fly? 
Ne  let  the  man  afcribe  it  to  his  skill, 
That  thorough  grace  hath  gained  victory. 
If  any  flxength  we  haue,  it  is  to  ill, 

But  all  the  good  is  Gods,both  power  and  eke  will. 

By  that,  which  lately  hapned,  r^faw, 

That  this  her  knight  was  feeble,  and  too  faint; 
And  all  his  fine wes  woxen  weake  and  raw, 
Through  longenprifonment^nd  hard  conftraint, 
Which  he  endured  in  his  late  reftraint, 
That  yet  he  was  vnfict  for  bloo  Jy  fiaht: 
Therefore  to  cherifh  him  with  diets  daint. 
She  caft  to  bring  him,  where  he  chearen  mi^ht, 

Till  he  recouered  had  bis  late  decayed  plight 

There  was  an  auncient  houfe  not  far  away, 

Reno  wmd  throughout  the  world  for  facred  lore. 
And  pure  vnfpotted  life:  fo  well  they  fay 
Itgouernd  was,and  guided  euemiorc, 

Through 
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Through  wifcdorac  of  a  matronegrauc  and  hore; 
Whofc  oncly  ioy  was  to  relicuc  the  necdes 
Of  wretched  foules,  and  helpc  the  hclpelcfle  pore- 
All  night  fhe  fpent  in  bidding  of  her  bsdes, 
And  all  the  day  in  doing  good  and  godly  deeded 

Dame  C&Ua  men  did  her  call,  as  thought 
From  heauen  to  come,  or  thether  to  arifc, 
The  mother  of  three  daughters,  well  vpbrought 
In  goodly  thewes,and  godly  exercife: 
The  eldeft  two  moft  fober,  chaft,  and  wife, 
Fidelia  and  Speran^a  virgins  were, 
Though  fpoufd,  yet  wanting  wedlocks  folemnizej 
But  faire  Chariffa  to  a  louely  fere 

Was  lincked,  and  by  him  had  many  pledges  derc. 

Arriucd  there,  the  dore  they  find  faft  lockt; 
For  it  was  warely  watched  night  and  day, 
For  fearc  of  many  foes:  but  when  they  kaockC, 
The  Porter  opened  vnto  them  ftrcight  way: 
He  was  an  aged  (yre,  all  hory  gray, 
With  lookes  full  lowly  caft,  and  gate  full  flow, 
Wont  on  a  ftaffe  his  feeble  fteps  to  ftay, 
Hight  HumiltL  They  pafle  in  ftouping  low;  \ 

For  fireighr  &  narrow  was  the  way,which  he  did  fticwv 

Each  goodly  thing  is  hardeft  to  begin, 
But  entred  in  a  fpatious  court  they  fee. 
Both  plaine,  and  pleafaunt  to  be  walked  in, 
V Vhere  them  does  meete  a  francklin  faire  and  free, 
And  entertaines  with  comely  courteous  glee, 
His  name  was  Zele}  that  him  right  well  became, 
For  in  hisfpeaches  andbehaueour  hee 
Did  labour  Iiuely  to  exprefle  the  fame, 
And  gladly  did  them  guide,  till  to  the  Hall  they  came. 

There 
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There  fayrely  them  receiues  a  gentle  Squyre, 
Of  myld  demeanure,  and  rare  courtcfec, 
R  ight  cleanly  clad-in  comely  fad  attyre ; 
In  word  and  deede  that  fhewd  great  modeftec, 
And  knew  his  good  to  all  of  each  degree, 
Hight  Reuereme.  He  them  with  fpeaches  meet 
Does  faire  entreat ;  no  courting  nicetee,- 
But  fimpta  trewj  and  eke  vnfained  fweet, 

As  might  become  a  Squyre  fo  great  perfons  to  greet* 

And  afterwardes  them  to  his  Dame  he  leades, 
That  aged  Dame,  the  Lady  of  the  place : 
W  ho  all  this  while  was  buly  at  her  beades: 
Which  doen,  (he  vp  arofe  with  feemely  grace. 
And  toward  them  full  matronely  did  pace. 
Where  when  that  faireft  Vna  (he  beheld , 
Whom  well  fhe  knew  to  fpring  from  heuenly  race* 
Her  heart  with  ioy  vnwonted  inly  fweld, 

As  feeling  wondrous  comfort  in  her  weaker  eld* 

And  her  embracing  laid  yO  happy  earth. 
Whereon  thy  innocent  feet  doe  euer  tread, 
Moft  vcrtuous  virgin  borne  of  heuenly  berth. 
That  to  redeeme  thy  woefnll  parents  head, 
From  tyrans  rage,and  eucr-dying  dread, 
Haft  wandred  through  the  world  now  long  a  day; 
Yett  ceafTeft  not  thy  weary  (bles  to  lead, 
What  grace  hath  thee  now  hether  brought  this  way! 

Or  doen  thy  feeble  feet  vnweeting  hether  ftray  ? 

Str*unge  thing  it  is  an  errant  knight  to  fee 
Here  in  this  place,  or  any  other  wight, 
That  hether  turnes  his  fteps.  So  few  there  bee, 
1  hat  chofe  the  narrow  path,or  fecke  the  right; 

All 
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All  keepe  the  broad  high  way,and  take  delight 
W  ith  many  rather  for  to  goe  aftray, 
And  be  partakers  of  their  euill  plight, 
Then  with  a  few  to  w.ilkc  the  righteft  way; 

O  foolilh men,  why  haft  ye  to  your  owne  decay  > 

Thy  felfe  to  fee,  and  tyred  limbes  to  reft, 
O  matrone  fage  (quoth  fhe)  I  hether  came, 
And  this  good  knighthis  way.with  me  addreft, 
Ledd  with  thy  pray fes  and  broad-blazed  fame, 
That  vp  to  heuen  is  blowne.  The  auncient  Dame, 
Him  goodly  greeted  in  her  modeft  guyfe, 
And  enterteynd  rhem  both.as  beft  became, 
With  all  thecourt'fies,  that  fhe  coWd  deuyfe, 

Ne  wanted  ought,  to  fhew  her  bounteous  or  wife* 

Thus  as  they  gan  of  fondrie  thingesdeuife, 
Loc  two  moft  goodly  virgins  came  in  place, 
Ylinked  arme  m  arme  in  lonely  wife, 
With  countenance  demure,  and  modeft  grace, 
They  numbred  euen  fteps  and  equall  pace: 
Of  which  the  eldeft,that  Fidelia  bight, 
Like  funny  bcames  threw  from  her  Chriftall  face, 
That  could  haue  dazd  the  raHi  beholders  fight, 

And  round  about  her  head  did  fhine  like  heuens  light. 

£he  was  arated  all  in lilly  white, 

And  in  her  right  hand  bore  a  cup  of  gold, 

With  wine  and  water  fild  vp  to  the  night, 

In  which  a  Serpent  did  himfelfe  enfold, 

That  horrour  made  to  all,that  did  behold; 

But  fhe  no  whittdid  chaungc  her  confrant  mood: 

And  in  her  Other  hand  fhe  faft  did  hold 

A  booke  that  was  both  fignd  and  feald  wirh  blood, 

Wheria-darke  things  were  writr,hard  to  be  vnderftood. 
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Her  younger  Sifter >th at  Speran^a  hight, 
Was  clad  in  blew,  that  her  befecmed  well  j 
Not  allfochcarefullfeemed  fhe  of  fight, 
As  was  her  fitter;  whether  dread  did  dwell, 
Or  anguilh  in  her  hart;is  hard  to  tell: 
Vpon  her  arme  a  filuer  anchor  lay, 
Whereon  (he  leaned  cuer,as  befell: 
And  euer  vp  to  heuen,  as  (lie  did  pray, 

Her  Itedfaft  eyes  were  bent,nefwarued  other  way. 

They  feeing  Vm>  towardes  her  gan  wend3 
Who  them  encounters  with  like  courtefee, 
Many  kind  fpeeches  they  betweene  them  fpend^ 
And  greatly  ioy  each  other  for  to  fee: 
Then  to  the  knight  with  fhamefaft  modeftie 
They  turne  them  felues>a,t  Vnm  meekcrequeft, 
And  him  falute  wich  well  befeeminggleej 
Who  faire  them  quites,as  him  befeemed  beft, 

And  goodly  gan  difcourfe  of  many  a  noble  geft* 

Then  Vm  thusjBut  fhe  your  fitter  deare. 
The  deare  Chart/Jawhcre  is  fhe  become? 
Or  wants  fhe  health,or  bufie  is  elfwhere? 
Ah  no/aid  they,  but  forth  fhe  may  not  comer 
For  fhe  of  late  is  lightned  of  her  wombc, 
And  hath  encrcaft  the  world  with  onefonne  more, 
That  her  to  fee  fhould  be  but  troublefome.  I 
Indeed  (quoth  fhe) that  fhould  be  trouble  fore, 

But  thankt  be  God3jnd  her  enereafe  fb  euermore* 

Then  (aide  the  aged  Ccelia,  Deare  dame, 

And  you'good  Sir,  I  wote  that  of  youre  toyle, 
And  labors  long5  through  which  yehether  came,, 
Ye  both  for  wearied  be:  therefore  a  whyle, 

Xresui 
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I  read  you  reft,  and  to  youi  bowrcs  recoylc. 
Then  called  fhe  a  Groome,  that  forth  him  ledd 
Into  a  goodly  lodge5and  gan  defpoile 
Of  puiffant  armes3and  laid  in  eafie  bedd; 
His  name  was  meeke  obedience  rightfully  aredd* 

Now  when  their  wearie  limbes  with  kindly  reft, 
And  bodies  were  refrefht  with  dew  repair, 
Fay  re  Vm  gan  Fidelia  fayre  requeft , 
To  haue  her  knight  into  her  fchoolehous  plafte, 
That  of  her  heauenly  learningftc  might  tafte, 
And  hcare  the  wifedom  of  her  wordes  diuine. 
She  graunted,and  that  knight  fo  much  agraftc, 
Thatfhehimtaughtceleftialldifcipline, 

And  opened  his  dull  eyes,that  light  mote  in  them  fhine^ 

And  that  her  facred  Booke,  with  blood  y  wri  tt, 
That  none  could  reade,except  fhe  did  them  teach, 
She  vnto  him  difclofed  euery  whitt, 
And  heauenly  documents  thereout  did  preach,1 
That  weaker  witt  of  man  could  neuer  reach, 
Of  God^of  grace,  of  iuftice,of  free  will. 
That  wonder  was  to  heare  her  goodly  fpeacfe: 
For  (he  was  hable.  with  her  wordes  to  kill, 

And  ray fe  againc  to  life  the  hare,  that  fhe  did  thrill. 

And  when  fhe  lift  pourc  out  her  larger  fpright, 
She  would  commaund  the  hafty  Sunne  to  ftay, 
Or  backward  turnc  his  courfefjrom  heuens  hight, 
Sometimes  great  hoftcs  of  men  fhe  could  difmay, 
And  eke  huge  mountaines  from  their  natiue  feat 
Sh«  would  commaundjthemfelues  to  beare  away, 
And  throw  in  raging  fea  with  roaring  threat,  (grear 

Almightie  God  her  gaue  fuch  powre,and  puiffaunce 
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The  faithfull  knight  now  grew  in  lirlc  foacc, 
By  hearing  her,and  by  her  fillers  lore, 
To  fiich  perfection  of  all  hcuenly  grace; 
That  wretched  world  hegan  for  to  abhore, 
And  mortal!  life  gan  loath,as  thing  forlore, 
Greeud  with  remembrance  of  his  wicked  wayes, 
And  prickt  with  anguifh  of  his  finnes  fo  fore, 
That  he  defirde^  to  end  his  wretched  dayes: 

So  much  the  dart  of  finfull  guilt  the  fouledifmayes, 

But  wife  Sperwza  gaue  him  comfort (weet> 

And  taught  him  how  to  take  afTured  hold 

Vpon  her  filuer  anchors  was  meet; 

Els  had  his  finnes  fo  great,and  manifold 

Made  him  forget  all,that  Fidelia  told. 

In  this  diftreffed  doubtfull  agony, 

When  him  his  deareft  VnA  did  behold, 

Difdeininglife,  defiringleaue  to  dye, 
She  found  her  felfc  alfayld  with  great  perplexity 

And  came  to  Ccelia  to  declare  her  fmarr. 

Who  well  acquainted  with  that  commune  plight^ 
Which  finfull  horror  vvorkes  in  wounded  hart, 
Her  wifely  comforted  all,  that  the  might, 
With  goodly  counfell  and  aduifement  right^ 
And  ftreightway  fent  with  carefull  diligence, 
To  fetch  a  Leach,  the  which  had  great  infight 
In  that  difeafe  of  grieued  confeience, 

And  well  could  cure  the  fame;  His  name  was  Pdiiencc* 

Whocomming  to  that  fowle-difeafed  knight, 
Could  hardly  him  in  treat,  to  tell  his  gricf:^ 
Which  knowne,and  all  thatnoyd  his  hcauie/pright, 
Wellfcarcht,  eftfoones  he  gan  apply  relief. 

Of 
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Of  faluesand  med'cines,  which  had  paffing  prief, 
And  there  to  added  wordcs  of  wondrous  might: 
By  which  to  eafe  he  him  recured brief, 
And  much  afwag  d  the  paffion  of  his  plight, 

That  he  his  paine  cndut'd,  as  feeming  now  more  light. 

Butyet|thecaufe  and  root  of  all  his  ill, 
Inward  corruption,and  infe&ed  fin, 
Not  purg'd  nor  heald,behind  remained  ftill, 
And  feftring  fore  did  ranckle  yett  within, 
Clofe  creeping  twixt  the  marow  and  the  (kin. 
Which  to  extirpc,he  laid  him  priuily 
Downeln  a  darkfome  lowly  place  far  in, 
Whereas  he  meant  his  corrofiues  to  apply, 

And  with  (freight  diet  tame  his  ftubborne  malady. 

In  aftes  andfackcloth  he  did  array 

His  daintie  corfe^proud  humors  to  abate, 
And  dieted  with  fading  euery  day, 
The  fwelling  of  his  woundes  to  mitigate, 
And  made  him  pray  both  earely  and  eke  late; 
And  euer  as  fuperfluous  flefh  did  rott 
Amendment  readie  ftill  at  hand  did  wayt. 
To  pluck  it  out  with  pincers  fyrie  whott, 

That  foone  in  him  was  lefte  no  one  corrupted  iott# 

And  bitter  Penaunce  with  anyron  whip, 
Was  wont  him  once  to  difplc  euery  day: 
And  fharpe  Remorfe  his  hart  did  prick  and  nip, 
That  drops  of  blood  thence  like  a  well  did  plays 
An  d  fad  Repentance  vfe  J  to  embay, 
His  blamefull  body  in  fait  water  fore, 
The  filthy  blottes  of  fin  to  walh  away. 
So  in  (hortfpace  they  did  to  health  reftore  (dorc. 
The  man  that  would  not  liue,  buterit  lay  at  dcathes 

In 
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In  which  his  torment  often  was  fo  great, 
That  like  a  Lyon  he  would  cry  and  rore, 
And  rend  his  Hefh,  and  his  owne  fynewes  cat. 
His  owne  deare  Vm  hearing  cuermore 
Hisruefull  fhriekesand  gronings,  often  tore 
Her  guiltlefle  garments, and  her  golden  heare, 
Forpitty  of  his  pay  ne  and  anguifhfore  5 
Yet  all  with  patience  wifely  fhe  did  bearej 

For  well  fhe  wift,his  cry  me  could  els  be  neuer  clcarc. 

Whoin  thiisrccouer'd  by  wife  Patience, 
And  trew  Repentauncc  they  to  Vna.  brought; 
Who  ioyous  of  his  cured  confeience,  ; 
Him  dearely  kift,  and  fayrely  eke  befought 
Himfelfe  to  chearifh,  and  coafuming  thought 
To  put  away  out  of  his  carefull  brcft. 
By  this  Cbdrijfa ,  late  in  child-bed  brought, 
Was  woxen  ftrong  ,and  left  her  fruitfull  neftj 

To  her  fayrc  Vm  brought  this  vnacquainted  gueft. 

She  was  a  woman  in  her  freftieft  age, 

Of  wondrous  beauty,  and  of  bounty  rare/ 
With  goodly  grace  and  comely  perfonage, 
That  was  on  earth  not  eafie  to  compare^ 
Full  of  great  loue ,  but  Cupids  wanton  fnarc  - 
As  hell  fhe  hated,  chaftc  in  workc  and  wills ' 
Her  necke  and  brefts  were  euer  open  bare. 
That  ay  thereof  her  babes  might  fucke  their  fill; 

The  reft  was  all  in  yellow  robes  arayed  ftill. 

Amultitudeofbabesabcutherhong, 

Playin  9  their  fportes,  that  ioy  d  her  to  behold, 
Whom  ftill  fhe  fed,whiles  they  were  weak  &young, 
Butthruftthemforthftill?astheywexcdold: 
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And  on  her  head  fhe  wore  a  tyre  of  gold, 
Adornd  with  gemmes  and  owches  wondrous  fayrey 
Whofe  palling  price  vneath  was  to  be  toldj 
And  by  her  fyde  there  fate  a  gentle  payre 
Of  turtle  doues.,  fhe  fitting  in  an  yuory  chayre. 

The  knight  and  Vm  entring ,  fayre  her  greet, 
And  bid  her  ioy  of  that  her  happy  brood; 
Who  them  requites  with  court'fies  feeming  meet,  t 
And  entertaynes  with  friendly  chearefull  mood. 
Then  Vna  her  befought,  to  be  fo  good, 
As  in  her  vertuons  rules  to  (choole  her  knight, 
Now  after  all  his  torment  well  withftood, 
In  that  fad  houfe  of  Pemwce ,  where  his  fpright 

Had  pall  the  paines  qf  hell,and  long  enduring  nights 

She  was  right  ioyious  of  her  iufl:  requeff, 
And  taking  by  the  hand  that  Faeries  fonne, 
Gan  him  iuftru&in  eueriegoodbehefl:, 
Of  loue,  andrighteoufnes,  and  well  to  donne, 
And  wrath,  and  hatred  warely  to  fhonne. 
That  drew  on  men  Gods  hatred,  and  his  wrath* 
And  many  fonles  in  dolours  had  fordonne : 
In  which  when  him  ilie  well  inftru&ed  hath, 

From  thence  to  hcaue  ftie  tcacheth  him  the  ready  path. 

Wherein  his  weaker  wandring  ftepstogtiyde. 
An  auncient  matrone  fhe  to  her  does  call, 
Whofe  fober  lookes  her  wifedome  well  defcryde: 
Her  name  was  Mercy ,  wellknowne  ouer  all, 
To  be  both  gratious,  and  eke  libera!!  s 
To  whom  thecarefull  charge  of  him  fhe  gaue, 
To  leade  aright,  that  hefhould  neuerfall 
In  all  his  waies  through  this  wide  worldes  wauc. 

That  Mercy  in  the  end  his  righteous  foule  might  faue. 

The 
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The  godly  Matrone  by  the  hand  him  bearss 
Forth  from  her  pretence,  by  a  narrow  way, 
Scattred  with  bufhy  thornes,  and  ragged  breares, 
Which  ftill  before  him  fhe  rcmou'd  away, 
That  nothing  might  his  ready  paffage  flay ; 
And  euer  when  his  feet  encombred  were, 
Or  gan  to  (hrinke,  or  from  the  right  to  ftray, 
Sheheld  him  faft,  andfirmely  did  vpbeare, 
As  careful!  Nourfe  her  child  from  falling  oft  does  reare* 

Eftfoones  vnto  an  holy  Hofpitall, 

That  was  fore  by  the  way,  fh e  did  him  bring, 
In  which  feuen  Bead-men  chat  had  vowed  all 
Their  life  to  feruice  of  high  heauens  king 
Did  fpend  their  daies  in  doing  godly  thing : 
There  gates  to  all  were  open  euermore, 
That  by  the  wearie  way  were  traueiling  ,9 
And  one  fate  wayting  euer  them  before, 

To  call  in*commersby,  that  needy  were  and  pore. 

The  firft  of  them  that  eldeft  was,an  d  beft, 

Of  all  the  houfe  had  charge  and  gotiernement, 
As  Guardian  and  Steward  of  the  reft : 
His  office  was  to  giue  entertainement 
And  lodging,  vnto  all  that  came,and  went: 
Not  vnto  fuch,  as  could  him  feaft  againe, 
And  double  quite,  for  that  he  on  them  (pent, 
But  fuch,  as  want  of  harbour  did  conftraine : 

Thofe  for  Gods  fake  his  dewty  was  to  entertaine* 

The  fecond  was  as  Almner  of  the  place, 
His  office  was,  the  hungry  for  to  feed, 
And  thrifty  giue  to  dxinke,a  worke>of  grace; 
He  feard  not  once  him  felfe  to  be  in  need, 
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Ne  car'd  to  hoord  for  thofe,  whom  he  did  breedc  : 
The  grace  of  God  he  layd  vp  ftill  in  ftore, 
Which  as  a  ftocke  he  left  vnto  his  feede ; 
He  had  enough ,  what  need  him  care  for  more? 
And  had  he  lefle,yet  fome  he  would  giue  to  the  pore. 

The  third  had  of  their  wardrobe  cuftody, 

In  which  were  notrich  tyres,  nor  garments  gay, 

The  plumes  of  pride,and  winges  of  vanity. 

But  clothes  meet  tokeepe  keenecold  away, 

And  naked  nature  feemely  to  aray  • 

With  which  bare  wretched  wights  he  dayly  clad* 

The  images  of  God  in  earthly  clay 

And  if  that  no  fpare  clothes  to  giue  he  had, 

His  owne  cote  he  would  cut,  and  it  diftribute  glad. 

The  fourth  appointed  by  his  office  was, 
Pooreprifoners  torelieue  with  gratious  ayd, 
And  captiues  to  redeeme  with  price  of  bras. 
From  Turkes  and  Sarazins,  which  them  had  ftayd; 
And  though  they  faulty  were3  yet  well  he  wayd, 
That  God  to  vs  fbrgiueth  euery  ho wre 
Much  more  then  that ,  why  they  in  bands  were  layd, 
And  he  that  harrowd  hell  with  heauie  ftowre. 

The  faulty  foules  from  thence  brought  to  his  heauenly 

(bowre. 

The  fift  had  charge  fick  perfons  to  attend, 

And  comfort  thofe,  in  point  of  death  which  lay  5 

For  them  mod:  needeth  comfort  in  the  end, 

When  fin^and  hell,  and  death  doe  mod  difmay 

The  feeble  fbule  departing  hence  away. 

AH  is  but  loft  3  that  liuing  we  beftow, 

If  not  well  ended  at  our  dying  day. 

O  man  hauc  mind  of  that  lan  bitter  throw* 

For  as  the  tree  does  faU,  fo  lyes  it  euer  low. 

The 
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The  fixt  had  charge  of  them  now  being  dead, 
In  feemely  fort  their  corfes  to  engraue, 
And  deck  w  ith  dainty  flo  wres  their  brydall  bed, 
That  to  their  heauenly  fpoufe  bothfweet  and  brauc 
They  might  appeare ,  when  he  their  foules  fhall  faue. 
The  wondrous  workmanfliip  of  Gods  owne  mould, 
VVhofe  face  he  made,  allbcaftcs  to  feare,and  gaue 
AJlin  his  hand,  euen dead  we  honour  (hould. 
Ah  deareft  God  me  graunt,  I  dead  be  not  defould. 

The  fcuenth  now  after  death  and  buriall  done, 
Had  charge  the  tender  Orphans  of  the  dead 
And  wydowes  ayd,  leaft  they  ftiould  be  vndonc: 
In  face  of iudgfcmcnt  he  their  right  would  plead, 
N  e  ought  the  po  wre  of  mighty  men  did  dread 
In  their  defence,  nor  would  for  gold  or  fee 
Be  wonne  their  rightfull  caufes  downe  to  tread : 
And  when  they  flood  in  moft  neceffitce, 

He  did  fupply  their  want,  and  gaue  them  eucr  free* 

There  when  the  Elfin  knight  arriued  was, 
The  firft  and  chiefeft  ot  the  fcucn,  whole  care 
Was  guefts  to  welcome,  towardes  him  did  pas: 
Where  feeing  Mercie^  that  his  fteps  vpbare, 
And  alwaies  led,  to  her  with  reuerence  rare 

4  He  humbly  louted  in  mecke  lowlinefle, 
And  feemely  welcome  for  her  did  prepare : 
For  of  their  order  fhe  was  Patroneffe, 

Albe  Chariffa  were  their  chiefeft  founderefle. 

There  fhe  awhile  him  ftayes,  him  felfe  to  reft, 
That  to  the  reft  more  hable  he  might  bee  : 
During  which  time,  in  cuery  good  beheft 
And  godly  worke  of  Almes  and  charitee 

K  3  The 


I48         The  fir  (I  Me  of  Qmt.X. 

Shee  him  inftru&ed  with  great  induftrcej 
shortly  therein  fo  perfeit  he  became, 
That  from  the  firft  vnto  the  lad  degree, 
His  mortal!  life  he  learned  had  to  frame 
In  holy  righteoufiieffe,  without  rebuke  or  blame,. 

Thence  forward  by  that  painfull  way  they  pas3 

Forth  to  an  hill,  that  was  both  fteepe  and  hy^  * 

On  top  whereof  a  facred  chappell  was, 

And  eke  a  Iitle  Hermitage  thereby, 

Wherein  an  aged  holy  man  did  lie, 

That  day  and  nightfaid  his  dcuotion, 

Ne  other  worldly  bufincs  did  apply; 

His  name  was  heuenly  Contemplation^ 
Of  God  and  goodnes  was  his  meditation* 

Great  grace  that  old  man  to  him  giuen  had; 
For  God  he  often  fa  w  from  hcauens  hight, 
All  were  his  earthly  eien  both  blunt  and  bad, 
And  through  great  age  had  loft  their  kindly  fi^nt, 
Yet  wondrous  quick  and  perfaunt  was  his  fprightr 
As  Eagles  eie5  that  can  behold  theSunnc: 
That  hill  they  fcale  with  all  their  powre  andmigh^ 
T  hat  his  fraile  thighes  nigh  weary,  and  f  ordonne 

Gan  faile,but  by  her  helpe  the  top  at  laft  he  wonne. 

There  they  doe  finde  that  godly  aged  Sire, 

With  fnowy  lockes  ado  wne  his  (houlders  fried, 
As  hoary  froft  with  fpanglesdoth  attire 
The  mofly  braunches  of  an  Oke  halfe  ded. 
Each  bone  might  through  his  body  well  be  red2 
And  eueryfinewfeene  through  hislongfaft: 
For  nought  he  card  his  carcas  long  vnfedj 
His  mind  was  full  offpirituall  repair^ 

Andpya'dhisflefl^tokeepe  his  body  low  and  chart. 

Who 
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Who  when  thefe  two  approchinghe  a(pide, 
At  their  firfl:  prefence  grew  agrieued  fore, 
That  forft  him  lay  his  heuenly  thoughts  afide; 
And  had  he  not  that  Dame  refpc&ed  more, 
Whom  highly  he  did  reuerencc  and  adore, 
He  would  not  once  haue  moued  for  the  knight. 
They  him  falutcd  ftanding  far  afore; 
Who  well  them  greeting,  humbly  didrequight, 

And  asked,  to  what  end  they  clomb  that  tedious  hfghtj 

What  end  (qd.  fhej  fliould  caufe  vs  take  fuch  paine, 
But  that  fame  end,  which  euery  lining  wight 
Should  make  his  marke,  high  neauen  toattainc? 
Is  not  from  hence  the  way,  that  leadeth  right 
To  that  moftglorious  houfe,  that  gliftreth  bright 
With  burning  ftarres,  and  enerliuing  fire, 
Whereof  the  keics  are  to  thy  hand  behighc 
By  wife  F/^Z/^fheedoth  thee  require, 

To  fticw  it  to  this  knight,  according  his  defirc. 

Thrife  happy  man,  {aid  then  the  father  graue, 

Whofe  daggering  fteps  thy  fteady  hand  doth  lead, 
And  fhewes  the  way,  his  finfull  foule  to  faue. 
Who  better  can  the  way  to  hcauenaread, 
Then  thou  thy  felfe,that  was  both  borne  and  bred 
In  heuenly  throne,where  thoufand  Angels  fhine.> 
Thou  doeft  the  praiers  of  the  righteous  fead 
Prefent  before  the  maiefty  diuine, 

And  his  auenging  wrath  to  clemency  incline. 

Yet  fince  thou  bidft,thy  pleafure  fhalbe  domic. 
Then  come  thou  man  of  earth,and  fee  the  way, 
That  neuer  yet  was  feene  of  Faries  fonne, 
That  neuer  leads  the  traueiler  aftray, 
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But  after  labors  long,  and  fad  delay, 
Bring  them  to  ioyous  reft  and  endlcffc  blis. 
But  firft  thou  muft  a  feafon  faft  and  pray, 
Till  from  her  bands  the  fprightaflbiled  is, 
And  haue  her  ftrength  recur  d  f  rom  fraile  infirmitis. 

That  done,  he  leads  him  to  the  higheft  Mount; 
Such  one,  as  that  fame  mighty  man  of  God, 
That  blood-red  billowcs  like  a  walled  front 
On  cither  fide  difparted  with  his  rod, 
Till  that  his  army  dry-foot  through  them  yod, 
Dwelt  forty  daies  vpon;  where  writt  in  Gone  - 
With  bloody  letters  by  the  hand  of  God, 
The  bitter  doomeof  death  and  balefull  monc 

He  did  receiue,  whiles  flalhing  fire  about  him  fhone. 

Or  like  that  facred  hill,  whofe  head  full  hie, 
Adornd  with  fruitfullOliues  all  arownd, 
Is,  as  it  were  for  cndlefle  memory 
Of  that  deare  Lord,  who  oft  thereon  was  fownd, 
For  cuer  with  a  flowring girlond  crovvnd: 
Or  like  that  pleafaunt  Mount,  that  is  for  ay 
Through  famous  Poets  verfceach  where  renownd. 
On  which  the  thrifc  three  learned  Ladies  play 

Their  hcuenly  notes,  and  make  full  many  a  louely  by. 

Irom  thence,  far  off  he  vnto  him  did  (hew 
A  litle  path,  that  was  both  fteepe  and  long, 
Which  to  a  goodly  Citty  led  his  vew; 
Whofe  walsandtowreswerc  buildedhigh&ftrong 
Of  perleand  precious  ftonc,  that  earthly  tong 
Cannot  defcribe,nor  wit  of  man  can  tell} 
Too  high  a  ditty  for  my  fimple  fong:  i 
The  Citty  of  the  greatc  king  high  t  it  well, 
Wherein  eternallpeace  and  happmefle  doth  dwell. 
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As  he  thereon  flood  gazing,he  might  fee 
The  bleffed  Angels  to  and  fro  defcend. 
From  higheft  heuen,  in  gladfome  compancc, 
And  with  great  ioy  into  that  Cicty  wend, 
As  commonly  as  frend  does  with  hisfrend. 
Whereat  he  wondred  much,  and  gan  enquere. 
What  ftately  building  durft  (b  high  extend 
Her  lofty  towres  vnto  the  ftarry  fphere, 

And  what  vnknowen  nation  there  empeopled  were, 

Faire  knight  (qd.  he)  Hierufalemthztis^ 
The  new  Werujalem,  that  God  has  built 
Forthofc  to  dwell  in,  that  arechofen  his, 
His chofen people purg'd from finful  guilt, 
With  piteous  blood,which  cruelly  was  fpilt 
On  curfed  tree,  of  that  vnfpottcd  lam, 
That  for  the  finncs  of  al  the  world  was  kilt: 
Now  are  they  Saints  all  in  that  Citty  fam, 

More  dear  vnto  their  God^thcn  yoiiglings  to  their  dam. 

Till  now,(aid  then  the  knight,I  weened  well. 
That  great  Cleopolis ,  where  I  hauc  beene, 
In  which  that  faireft  Fary  gjteene  doth  dwell 
The  faireft  Citty  was,  that  might  befecne* 
And  that  bright  towrc  all  built  of  chriftall  elene, 
Panthca*  feemd  the  brighteft  thing,  that  was: 
But  now  by  proofeallotherwife  I  weene* 
For  this  great  Citty  that  does  far  furpas,  (glas. 

And  this  bright  Angels  towrc  quite  dims  that  towre  of 

Moft  trew,  then  faid  the  holy  agedman^ 
Yet  is  Cleopolis  for  earthly  fame, 
The  faireft  pcecc,  that  eie  beholden  can: 
And  well  befcemes  all  knights  of  noble  name, 

That 
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That  couett  in  th'immortall  bookc  of  fame 
To  be  eternized,  that  fame  to  haunt, 
And  doen  their  fer u  ice  to  that  foueraigne  Dame, 
^  That  glory  does  to  them  for  guerdon  graunt: 
For  fhe  is  heuenly  borne,  and  heauen  may  iuftly  vaunt. 

And  thou  faireymp,  fprong  out  from  Englifhrace, 
How  euer  now  accompted  Elfins  fonne, 
Well  worthy  doeft  thy  feruice  for  her  grace3 
To  aide  a  virgin  defolateforedonne. 
But  when  thou  famous  vi&ory  haft  wonne, 
And  high  emongft  all  knights  haft  hong  thy  fhield, 
Thenceforth  the  fuitt  of  earthly  conqueft  jfhonne, 
And  wafh  thy  hands  from  guilt  of  bloody  field: 

For  blood  can  nought  but  fin,&  wars  bu t  forrows  yield* 

Then  feek  this  path,that  I  to  thee  prcfage, 
Which  after  all  to  heauen  fhall  thee  lend; 
Then  peaceably  thy  painefull  pilgrimage 
To  yonder  fame  Hierufalem  doe  bend, 
Where  is  for  thee  ordaind  a  blefTed  end: 
For  thou  emongft  thofe  Saints,  whom  thou  doeft  fee, 
Shaltbe  a  Saint5and  thine  ownenations  frend 
And  Patronc:  thou  Saint  Georgefhdt  called  bee, 

Saint  George  of  mcry  England,  the  figne  of  vi&oree. 

Vnworthy  wretch  (qd.  he)  of  fo  great  grace, 
How  dare  I  thinke  fuch  glory  to  attained 
Thefe  that  haue  it  attaynd,  were  in  like  cace 
As  wretched  men,  and  liued  in  like  paine. 
But  deeds  of  armes  muft  I  at  laft  be  faine, 
And  Ladies  loue  to  leauefo  dearcly  bought? 
What  need  of armes,  where  peace  doth  nyremaine, 
(Said  he)  and  bitter  battades  all  ate  fought? 

.As  for  loofe  loues  they'are  vaine,&  vanifh  into  nought* 

Olet 


Cdrit .  X.  the  Faery  Queent.  #3 

O  let  me  not  (quoth  he)  then  tunic  againe 

Backe  to  the  world,  whofeioyes  fo  fruitlefle  are. 
But  let  m^hearc  for  aie  in  peace  remaine, 
Or  (freight  way  onthatlaltlongvoiagefare, 
That  nothing  may  my  prefent  hope  empare* 
That  may  not  be  ((aid  he)  nc  maid  thou  yitt 
Forgo- that  royal  maides  bequeathed  care, 
Who  did  her  caufe  into  thy  hand  com  mitt, 

Till  from  her  curfed  foe  thou  haue  her  freely  quitu 

Then  fhall  I  foone,  (qd.  he)  fo  God  me  grace* 
Abettthat  virgins  caufe  difconfolate, 
\  And  fhortly  back  returne  vnto  this  place, 
To  walke  this  way  in  Pilgrims  poore  eftate. 
,  But  now  aread.old  father,whyoflate 
Didft  thou  benight  me  borne  of  Englifh  blood, 
Whom  all  a  Faeries  fonne  doen  nominate? 
That  word  fhall  I  (faid  he)  auouchen  good, 
Sith  to  thee  is  vnknowne  the  cradle  of  thy  brood. 

For  well  I  wotc3  thou  fpringflfrom  ancient  race 
Of  Saxon  kinges,  that  haue  with  mightie  hand 
And  many  bloody  battailes  fought  in  face 
High  reard  their  royall  throne  in  Brifanshnd 
And  vanquifht  thew,  vnable  to  withftand : 
Trom  thence  a  Bery  thee  vnweeting  reft, 
There  as  thouflcpftin  tender fwadling  band, 
And  her  bafe  Elfin  brood  there  for  thee  left,  (theft. 

Such  men  do  Chaungelingscall/ochaungd  by  Faeries 

Thence  (he  thee  brought  into  this  Faery  lond> 
And  in  an  heaped  furrow  did  thee  hyde, 
Where  thee  a  Ploughman  all  vnweeting  fond, 
As  he  his  toylefome  teme  that  way  did  guyde. 

And 
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And  brought  thee  vp  in  ploughmans  flate  to  byde, 
Whereof  Georges  he  thee  gauc  to  namcj 
Till  prickt  with  courage,and  thy  forces  p«y  de, 
To  Fary  court  thou  cam'ft  to  feeke  for  fame,  frame. 

And  proue  thy  puiffauntarmes,asfeemes  thee  befl  bc- 

O  holy  Sire  (quoth  hej  how  (hall  I  quight 
The  many  fauours  I  with  thee  haue  fo  wnd, 
That  haft  my  name  and  nation  redd  aright, 
And  taught  the  way  that  does  to  heauen  bownd? 
This  faide>adowne  he  looked  to  the  grownd, 
Tohauercturnd,butdazedwcrehiseync, 
Through  paifing  brightnes,whkh  did  quite  cofound 
His  feeble  fcnce,and  too  exceeding  ihyne. 

So  darke  are  earthly  thinges  compard  to  things  diuinc. 

At  Iaft  whenas  himfelle  he  gan  to  fy  nd, 

To  Vtrn  back  he  caft  him  to  rctyre; 

Who  him  awaited  ftill  with  penfiue  mynd. 

Great  thankes  and  goodly  meed  to  that  good  lyre, 

He  thens  departing  gaue  for  his  pay nes  hy re. 

So  came  to  r/»*>who  him  ioyd  to  fee, 

And  after  litlerefhgan  him  defyre, 

Of  her  aduenturc  myndfullfor  to  bee. 
SoleauetheytakeofC^andher  daughters  three. 

Cant 
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Cant  XI. 

*&s  The  V^ight  Vtith  that  old  Dragon  fights  g£ 
tVvodayesincefsAntly: 
The  third  him  onerthrotyes >andgayns  c£ 
5g     moft  glorious  vitiory*  jjj^ 

High  time  now  gan  it  wexfor  Vnafayrei 
To  thinke  of  thofe  her  captiue  Parents  deare, 
And  their  forwafted  kingdom  to  repayre: 
Whereto  whenas  they  now  approched  neare, 
With  hartie  wordes  her  knight  flie  gan  tocheare. 
And  in  hermodeft  mancr  thus  befpake; 
Deare  knight,  as  deare3as  cuer  knight  was  deare, 
That  all  thefe  forrowes  fuffer  for  my  fake. 
High  heuen  behold  the  tedious  toy le,  ye  for  me  take.  ] 

Now  are  we  come  vnto  my  natiue  fbyle, 

And  to  the  place,  where  all  our  perilles  dwell; 
Here  hauntes  that  feend^and  does  his  dayly  fpoyle. 
Therefore  henceforth  bee  it  your  keeping  well, 
And  euer  ready  for  your  foeman  fell. 
The  fparke  of  noble  corage  now  awake, 
And  ftriue  your  e  xcellent  felfe  to  excel!} 
That  fhall  ye  euermore  renowmed  make, 

Aboue  all  knights  on  earth;that  batteill  vader take. 

With  that  they  heard  a  roaring  hideous  fb  wnd, 
That  alltheayre  with  terror  filled  wyde,1 
And  feemd  vneath  to  fhake  the  ftedfaft  ground; 
Eftfoones  that  dreadfull  Dragon  they  efpyde, 

Where 
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VVhcrc  ftret  cht  he  lay  vpon  the  funny  fide, 
Of  a  great  hill3  himfelfe  like  a  great  hilL 
But  allfo  foone^as  he  from  far  defcryde 
Thofe  gliftring  armes,  that heuen  with  light  did  fill, 
He  roufd  himfelfe  full  bly  th.and  haftned  them  vntill. 

Then  badd  the  knight  this  Lady  yede  aloof. 
And  to  an  hill  her  felfe  withdraw  afyde, 
From  whence  fhe  might  behold  that  battailles  proof 
And  eke  be  fafe  from  daunger  far  defcryde: 
She  him  obayd,and  turnd  alitle  wyde, 
Now  O  thou  facred  Mufe,  moft  learned  Dame, 
Fayre  ympe  of  Phcebus, and  his  aged  bryde, 
The  Nourfe  of  time,and  euerlalting  fame, 

That  warlike  handes  ennobleft  with  immortall  name; 

O  gently  come  into  my  feeble  breft, 

Come  gently,  but  not  with  that  mightic  rage, 
Wherewith  the  martiall  troupes  thou  doeft  infeft, 
And  hartes  of  great  Heroes  doeft  enrage, 
That  nought  their  kindled  cora'gemay  afwage, 
Soone  as  thy  dreadfull  trompe  begins  to  fownd; 
The  God  of  warre  with  his  fiers  equipage 
Thou  doeft  awake,  fleepc  neuer  he  fo  fownd, 

And  feared  nations  doeft  with  horror  fterne  aflo  wad. 

Fayre  Goddeffe  lay  that  furious  fitt  aiyde, 
Till  I  of  warres  and  bloody  <JWars  doe  fiflg5 
And  Bryton  fieldes  with  Sarazin  blood  bedydc, 
Twixt  that  great  faery  Queene  and  Paynim  king, 
That  with  their  horror  heuen  and  earth  did  ring, 
Aworke  oflabourlong,andendlcfleprayfe: 
But  now  a  while  lett  downe  that  haughtie  ftring, 
And  to  my  tunes  thv  fecond  tenor  ray  fe, 

ThatI  this  man  of  God  his  godly  armes  may  blaze. 

By 
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By  this  the  drcadfull  Beaft  drew  nigh  to  hand, 
Halfe  flying,and  halfe  footing  in  his  hafte, 
That  with  his  largenefle  meafured  much  land, 
And  made  wide  fhadow  vnder  his  huge  vvafte; 
As  mouncaine  doth  the  valley  ouercafte. 
Approching  nigh,  he  reared  high  afore 
His  body  monftrous,  horrib!e,and  vafte, 
W  hich  to  increafe  his  wondrous  greatnes  more, 
Was  fwoln  with  wrath.&poyfon,  &  with  bloody  gore, 

And  ouer,  all  with  brafen  fcales  was  armd. 

Like  plated  cote  offteele;fo  couched  neare,  (harmd 
That  nought  mote  perce,ne  might  his  corfe  bee 
With  dint  offwerd,nor  pulh  of  pointed  fpeare, 
Which  as  an  Eagle,feeing  pray  appeare, 
His  aery  plumes  doth  rouze,full  rudely  dight, 
So  fhaked  he,  that  horror  was  to  heart, 
For  as  the  clashing  of  an  Armor  bright, 

Such  noyfc  his  rouzedfcales  did  fend  vn  to  the  knight. 

His  flaggy  winges  when  forth  he  did  difplay, 

W ere  like  cwo  fayles,  in  which  the  hollow  wynd 
Is  gathered  full,and  worketh  fpeedy  way: 
And  eke  thepennes5thatdidhispmeons  bynd, 
Were  like  may  ne-yardes^with  flying  canuas  kynd5 
With  which  whenas  him  lift  the  ayre  to  beatx 
And  there  by  force  vnwonted  paffage  fynd, 
The  clowdes  before  him  fledd  for  terror  great, 

And  all  the  heuens  flood  ftill  amazed  with  his  threat, 

His  huge  long  tayle  wownd  vp  in  hundred foldes, 
Does  ouerfpred  his  long  bras-fcaly  back, 
Whofe  wreathed  bonghtes  wheneuerhevrvfoldes, 
And  thick  entangled  knots  adown  does  flack, 

Be-fpotted 
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Befpottcd  all  with  (hieldes  of  red  and  blacke, 

It  fweepeth  all  the  land  behind  him  farre, 
And  of  three  furlongs  does  butli tie  lackey 
And  at  the  point  two  ftiag cs  in  fixed  arre, 
Both  deadly  (harp,that  fharpeft  fteele  exceeden  farr* 

But  ftinges  and  iharpeft  fteele  did  far  exceed 
The  tliarpnefle  of  his  cruel  rending  clawes* 
D^ad  was  itfure,as  fure  as  death  in  deed, 
What  euer  thing  does  touch  his  rauenous  pawes, 
Or  what  within  his  reach  he  euer  drawes. 
But  his  moft  hideous  head  my  tongue  to  tell, 
Does  tremble:  for  his  deepe  deuouringiawes 
Wyde  gaped,like  thcgriefly  mouth  of  hell, 

Through  which  into  his  darke  abyfle  all  rauin  fell, 

And  that  more  wondrous  was,in  either  iaw 
Three  ranckes  ofyron  teeth  enraunged  were. 
In  which  yett  trickling  blood  and  gobbets  raw 
Oflatedeuouredbodies  did  appeare, 
That  fight  thereof  bredd  cold  congealed  feare: 
Which  to  incrcafe,  and  all  atonce  to  kill, 
A  cloud  of  fmoothering  fmoke  and  fulphurclearc 
Out  of  his  (linking  gorge  forth  ftcemed  ftill, 

That  all  the  ayre  about  with  fmoke  and  ftench  did  fill. 

His  blazing  cyes,like  two  bright  fhining  filicides* 
Did  burn  e  with  wrath,andfparkledliuingfyre; 
As  two  broad  Beacons,  fett  in  open  fieldes, 
Send  forth  their  flames  far  of  to  eucry  fhyre, 
And  warning  giue,  that  enimiesconfpyrc, 
With  fire  and  fword  the  region  to  inuade; 
So  flanVd  his  eyne  with  rage  and  rancorous  yre: 
But  far  within,  as  in  a  hollow  glade,  ( <na de. 

Thofe  glaring  Umpes  were ict y  hat  made  a  dteadfull 
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So  dreadfully  he  towardes  him  did  pas, 
Forelifting  vp  a  loft  his  fpccklcd  breft,1 
And  often  bounding  on  the  brufed  gras, 
As  for  great  ioy  aunce  of  his  newcome  gucft. 
Eftfooneshe  gan  aduaunce  his  haughty  creft, 
As  chauffed  Bore  his  briftles  doth  vpreare, 
-  Andftiokchisfcalestobattaile  ready  drcft; 
That  made  the  Redcrojfc  knight  nigh  quake  for  fcare, 

As  bidding  bold  defyaunce  to  his  focman  neare. 

The  knight  gan  fayrely  couch  his  fteady  fpeare, 
And  fierfely  ran  at  him  with  rigorous  might : 
The  pointed  fteele  arriuing  rudely  theare, 
His  harder  hyde  would  nether  perce,  nor  bight, 
But  glauncingby  foorth  pafled  forward  right-,  ; 
Yet  fore  amoued  with  fo  puiflaunt  pufti, 
The  wrathfull  beaft  about  him  turned  light, 
And  him  fo  rudely  paflim>by,didbru(h  (rufli. 

With  his  longtaylc,  that  horfe  and  man  to  ground  did 

Both  horfe  and  man  vp  lightly  rofe  againe, 
And  frefh  encounter  towardes  him  addreft  : 
But  th'ydle  ftrokeyct  backe  recoyld  in  vaine, 
And  found  no  place  his  deadly  point  to  reft. 
Exceeding  rage  enflam'd  the  furious  beaft, 
Tobeauengedof  fo  great  defpight; 
For  neuer  felt  his  imperceable  breft 
So  wondrous  force ,  from  hand  of  liuing  wights 

Yet  had  he  prou'd  the  powre  of  many  a  puiflant  knight. 

Then  with  his  wauing  wings  difplayed  wydc, 
Himfelfe  vp  high  he  lifted  from  the  ground, 
And  with  ftrong  flight  did  forcibly  diuyde 
The  yielding  ayre;  which  nigh  too  feeble  found 


\66         Tbefirft'Sookeof         Cant  XL 

Her  flitting  parts ,  and  element  vnfound, 
To  beare  lo  great  a  weight :  he  cutting  way 
With  his  broad  fayles ,  about  him  foared  round : 
Atlaft  low  ftouping  with  vnweldy  fway, 
Snatcht  vp  both  horfe  &  man,  to  beare  the  quite  away  „ 

Long  he  them  bore  aboue  the  fubieft  plaine, 
So  far  as  E  wghen  bow  a  fhaft  may  fend, 
Till  ftrugglingftrong  did  him  atlaftconftraine, 
To  let  them  downe  before  his  flightes  end  : 
As  hagard  hauke  prefuming  to  contend 
With  hardy  fowle,  aboue  his  hable  might, 
His  wearie  pounces  all  in  vainedoth  fpend, 
To  trufle  the  pray  too  heauy  for  his  flighty  (fight* 

Which  coraming  down  to  ground,  does  freeitfelfeby 

He  fo  difleizecj  of  his  gryping  groffe, 

The  knight  his  thrillant  lpeare  againe  affayd 

In  his  bras-plated  body  to  cmboffe, 

And  three  mens  ftrength  vnto  the  ftroake  he  lay  Jj 

Wherewith  the  ftiffe  beame  quaked,  as  aftrayd. 

And  glauncing  from  his  fcaly  nccke,  did  glyde 

Clofe  vnder  his  left  wing ,  then  broad  dilplayd, 

Thepercing  fteele  there  wrought  a  wound  full  wydey 

That  with  the  vncouth  fmnrt  the  Monfter  lo  wdly  cry de. 

He  cryde>  as  raging  feas  are  wont  to  rore. 

When  wintry  ftorme  his  wrathful  wreck  does  threat, 
The  rolling  biilowes  beat  the  ragged  fhore. 
As  they  the  earth  would  fhoulder  from  her  feat. 
And  greedy  gulfc  does  gape ,  as  he  would  eat 
His  neighbour  element  in  his  reuenge: 
Then  gin  the  bluftring  brethren  boldly  threat, 
Toraoue  the  world  from  off  his  ftedfaft  henge, 

And  boy ftrous  battaile  make ,  each  other  to  auenge. 

The 
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The  fteely  head  ftuek  faft  ftill  in  his  flefh, 

Till  with  his  cruell  clawes  hefnatcht  the  wood, 
And  quite  a  funder  broke.  Forth  flowed  ftefh 
A  gufliing  riuer  of  blacke  gory  bloody 
That  drowned  all  the  land,  whereon  he  flood ; 
The  ftreame  thereof  would  driue  a  water-mill. 
Trebly  augmented  was  his  furious  mood 
With  bitter  fence  of  his  deepe  rooted  ill, 

That  flames  of  fire  he  threw  forth  fro  his  large  nofethril. 

His  hideous  tayle  then  hurled  he  about, 
And  therewith  all  en  wrapt  the  nimble  thyes 
Of  his  froth-fomy  fteed,whofe  courage  flout 
Striuing  toloofe  the  knott4  thatfaft  him  tyes, 
Himfelfe  in  {freighter  bandes  too  rafli  implyes, 
That  to  the  ground  he  is  perforce  conftraynd 
To  throw  his  ryder :  who  can  quickly  ryfe 
From  of  the  earth,  with  durty  blood  diftaynd, 

For  that  reprochfull  fall  right  fo wly  he  difday  nd. 

And  fercely  tooke  his  trenchand  blade  in  hand, 
With  which  he  ftroke  fo  furious  and  fo  fell, 
That  nothing  fcemd  the  puiflaunce  could  withftand: 
Vpon  his  creft  the  hardncd  yron  fell, 
But  his  more  hardned  creft  was  armd  fo  well, 
That  deeper  dint  therein  it  would  not  make; 
Yet  fo  extremely  did  the  buffe  him  quell, 
That  from  thenceforth  he  ihund  the  like  to  take, 

But  when  he  fa  w  them  come ,  he  did  them  ftill  forfakc. 

The  knight  was  wroth  to  fee  his  ftroke  beguyld, . 
And  fmot  againc  wich  more  outrageous  might; 
But  backe  againe  the  fparcling  fteele  recoyld, 
And  left  not  any  markc,  where  it  did  light  5 

L2  As 


\6l  TbefirftQvhof  XI 

As  if  in  Adamant  rocke  it  had  bcciie  pighr3 
The  beaft  impatient  of  his  fmarting  wound. 
And  of  fo  fierce  and  forcible  defpight, 
Thought  with  hi*  winges  to  ftye  aboue  the  ground; 

But  his  late  wounded  wing  vnfcruiceable  found. 

Then  full  of  gricfe  and  aaguifh  vehement 
He  lowdly  brayd,  that  like  was  neuer  heard, 
And  from  his  wide  deuouring  ouen  fent 
A  flake  of  fire,  that  flashing  in  his  beard, 
Him  all  amazd,  and  almolt  madeaf^ard  : 
The  torching  flame  fore  fwinged  all  his  face, 
And  through  his  armour  all  his  body  feard, 
That  he  could  not  endure  fo  cruell  cace, 

But  thought  his  armes  toleauc,and  helmet  to  vnlace. 

Not  that  great  Champion  of  the  antique  world, 
Whom  famous  Poetcs  verfefo  much  doth  vaunt, 
And  hath  for  t  welue  huge  labours  high  extold, 
So  many  furies  and  lTiarpe  fits  did  haunt, 
When  him  the  poyfoned  garment  did  enchaunt 
With  Centaures  blood ,  and  bloody  verfes  charmd, 
As  did  this  knight  twelue  thoufand  dolours  daunt, 
Whom  fyrieftcele  now  burnt  >  that  csft  him  armd, 
.  That  erft  him  goodly  armd,now  moft  of  all  him  harmd* 

Favnt,  wearie,  fore,  emboyled,  grieued,  brent 

With  heat,toyle,wounds,atmes,fmart,&  inward  fire 

That  neuer  man  fuch  mifchiefes  did  torment; 

Death  better  were ,  death  did  he  oftdefirc, 

But  death  will  neuer  come,  when  needes  require* 

W horn  fodifmayd  when  that  his  foe  beheld, 

He  caft  to  fuffer  him  no  more  refpire, 

But  gan  his  fturdy  fterne  abotrt  to  weld, 

And  hicn  fo  ftrongly  ftroke,  that  to  t  he  ground  him  feld. 

It 
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It  fortuned  (as  fayf  c  it  then  befell , ) 

Behynd  his  backe  vnweeting ,  \v  here  he  flood, 
Of  auncient  time  there  was  a  fpringing  well, 
From  which  faft  trickled  forrh  a  filuer  flood. 
Full  of  great  vertues,  and  for  med'einc  good, 
Whylome,  before  that  curfed  Dragon  got 
That  happy  land,  and  all  with  innocent  blood 
Defyld  thofe  (acred  waues,  it  rightly  hot 

The  well  of  life  7  ne  yet  his  vertues  had  forgot* 

For  vnto  life  the  dead  it  could  reftore, 

And  guilt  of  finfull  crimes  clcane  wafh  away, 
Thofe  that  with  fickneffe  were  infe&ed  fore, 
It  could  recure  5  and  aged  long  decay 
Renew,  as  it  were  borne  that  very  day. 
Both  Silo  this,and  Ierd&n  did  excell. 
And  th'Englilh  Bath,  and  eke  thegerman  Spa0> 
Ne  can  Cephife?  nor  Hebrus  match,  this  well : 

Into  the  lame  the  knight  back  ouerthrowen,feIl. 

Now  gan  the  golden  Vhoebw  for  to  fteepe 
His  fierie  face  in  billowes  of  the  weft, 
And  his  faint  fteedes  watred  in  Ocean  deepe, 
Whiles  from  their  ionrnall  labours  they  did  reft, 
WhenthafinfernailMonfter,  hauingkeft 
His  wearie  foe  into  thatliuing  well) 
Can  high  aduauncehis  broad  difcolonred  breft, 
Aboue  his  wonted  pitch,  with  countenance  fell,  * 

And  clapt  his  yron  wings,  as  vi&or  he  did  dwell. 

Which  when  his  penfiue  Lady  faw  from  farre, 
Great  woe  and  f orrow  did  her  foule  aflay, 
As  weening  that  the  fad  end  of  the  warre, 
And  gan  to  higheft  God  entirely  pray, 

L  }  That 


1 64         The  fir  (I  Booke  of        Qmt.  XL 

That  feared  chaunce  from  her  to  tutneaway; 
With  folded  hands  and  knees  full  lowly  bent 
All  night  fhee  watcht,  ne  once  adowne  would  lay 
Her  dainty  limbs  in  her  fad  dreriment, 
But  praying  (till  did  wake,  and  waking  did  lament. 

The  morrow  next  gan  earely  to  appearc, 

That  Titan  rofe  to  runne  his  daily  tace; 

But  earely  ere  the  morrow  next  gan  reare 

Out  of  the  fea  faire  Titans  dea  wy  face, 

Vp  rofe  the  gentle  virgin  from  her  place, 

And  looked  all  about,  if  fhe  might  fpy 

Her  loued  knight  to  mouc  hL  manly  pac  er 

For  (he  had  great  doubt  of  his  fafcty, 
Since  late  fhe  fa  w  him  fall  before  his  enimy * 

Atlaftfhefaw,where  he  vpftarted  braue 
Out  of  the  well,  wherein  he  drenched  lay* 
As  Eagle  frefh  out  of  the  Ocean  waue, 
Where  he  hath  lefte  his  plumes  all  hory  gray, 
And  deckt  himfelfe  with  fethers  youthly  gay, 
Like  Eyas  hauke  vp  mounts  vnto  the  skies, 
/    His  newly  budded  pi-neons  to  aflay, 

And  merueiles  at  him  felfe,(lil  as  he  fliesr 

So  vcw  this  new-borne  knight  to  battell  new  did  1  ife* 

Whom  when  the  damned  feend  fo  frefh  did  fpy, 
No  wonder,  if  he  wondred  at  the  fight, 
And  doubted,  whether  his  late  enimy 
It  were,  or  other  new  fupplted  knight. 
He,  now  to  proue  his  late  renewed  might, 
High  brandiftiing  his  bright  deaw -burning  blade* 
Vpon  his"  crefted  fcalp  fo  fore  did  finite, 
That  to  the  fcull  a  yawning  wound  itmade: 

The  deadly  dint  his  dulled  fences  all  difmaid. 

Iwote 
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I  wotc  not,  whether  the  reuenging  fteele 
Were  hardned  with  that  holy  water  dew, 
Wherein  he  fell,  or  fharpcr  edge  did  feele, 
Or  his  baptized  hands  now  greater  grew; 
Or  other  fecrct  vertue  did  enfew. 
Els  neuer  could  the  force  of  flefhly  arme, 
Ne  molten  mettall  in  his  blood  cmbrew: 
Fortillthatftownd  could  neuer  wight  him  harmc, 

By  fubtilty,nor  flight5nor  might,nor  mighty  charme. 

The  cruell  wound  enraged  him  fb  fore, 
That  loud  hcyelded  For  exceeding  paine; 
As  hundred  ramping  Lions  feemd  to  rore, 
Whom  rauenous  hunger  did  thereto  conftraine: 
Then  gan  he  tofle  aloft  his  ftretched  traine, 
And  therewith  fcourgc  the  buxome  aire  fo  fore, 
That  to  his  force  to  yielden  it  was  fainc; 
Ne  ought  his  fturdy  ftrokes  might  ftand  afore, 

That  high  trees  ouerthrew,  and  rocks  in  peeccs  tore. 

The  fame  aduauncing  high  abouc  his  head, 
With  fharpe  intended  fting  fo  rude  him  fmott, 
That  to  the  earth  him  drouc,  as  ftricken  dead, 
Neliuing  wight  would  haue  him  life  behott: 
The  mortall  fting  his  angry  needle  fhott 
Quite  through  hisfhield,andinhis  fhoulderfeafd, 
Where  faft  it  ftucke,  ne  would  thereout  be  gott: 
The  griefe  thereof  him  wondrous  fore  difcafd, 

Ke  might  his  ranclingpaine  with  patience  be  appeafd. 

But  yet  more  mindfull  of  his  honour  dearc, 

Then  of  the  gr  ieuous  fmart,  which  him  did  wring, 
From  loathed  fbile  he  can  him  lightly  rearc, 
And  (irouc  to  loofe  the  far  i  nfixed  fting; 

L  4  Which 
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Which  when  in  vainc  he  trydc  with  ftruggeling, 
Inflam'd  with  wrath,  his  raging  blade  he  hefte, 
And  ftrookefo  ftrongly,that  the  knotty  firing 
Of  his  huge  taile  he  quite  a  fonder  clefte, 
Fiueioints  thereof  he  hewd^  but  the  ftump  himlefte. 

Hart  cannot  thinke,  what  outrage,  and  what  cries, 
V  Vich  fowle  enfouldred  fmoake  and  flafhing  fire, 
The  hell-bred  beaft  threw  forth  vnto  the  skies," 
That  all  was  couered  with  darknefle  dire: 
Then  fraught  with  rancour,  and  engorged  yre, 
He  caft  at  once  him  to  auenge  for  all, 
And  gathering  vp  himfelfeoutofthe  mire, 
With  his  vneuen  wings  did  fiercely  fall, 

Vpon  hislunne-brightfhicld,and  gryptitfaft  withal!. 

Much  was  the  man  encombred  with  his  hold, 
In  feare  tolofe  his  weapon  in  his  paw, 
Ne  wiftyett,  how  his  talaunts  to  vnfold; 
For  harder  was  from  Cerberus  greedy  iaw 
Toplucke  a  bone,  then  from  his  cruell  claw 
To  reaue  by  ftrength.,  the  griped  gage  away: 
Thrife  he  aflTayd  it  from  his  foote  to  draw, 
And  thrife  in  vaine  to  draw  it  did  a(Tay, 

It  booted  nought  to  thinke,  to  robbe  him  of  his  pray* 

Tho  when  he  faw  no  power  might  preuaile, 
His  trufty  fword  he  cald  to  his  laft  aid, 
W  herewith  he  fierfly  did  his  foe  afiaile, 
And  double  blowesabouthimftoudylaid, 
That  glauncing  fire  outof  the  yron  plaid; 
As  fparckles  from  the  Anduile  vfe  to  fly, 
When  heauy  hammers  on  the  wedg  are  fwaid- 
Therewith  at  laft  he  forft  him  to  vnty 

One  of  his  grafping  feete,  him  to  defend  threby. 
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The  other  foote,faft  fixed  on  hisfhield 

Whenas  no  ftrengtlyior  ftroks  mote  him  conftraine 

To  loofe,neyct  the  warlike  pledg  to  yield, 

He  fmott  thereat  with  all  his  might  and  maine, 

That  nought  fo  wodrous  puiflaunce  might  fuftame^ 

Vpon  theioint  the  lucky  fteele  did  light, 

And  made  fuch  way,  that  hewd  it  quite  in  twaine; 

The  paw  yett  miffed  not  his  minifht  migh  t, 

But  hong  ftiil  on  the  fhield,as  it  at  firft  was  pight. 

For  griefe  thereof  and  diuelifh  defpight, 
From  his  infernall  fournace  forth  he  threw 
Huge  flames,  that  dimmed  all  the  heuens  light, 
Enrold  in  duskifh  fmoke  and  brimftone  blew^ 
As  burning  Aetna  from  his  boyling  ftew 
Doth  belch  out  flames,  and  rockes  in  peeces  broke, 
And  ragged  ribs  of  mountaines  molten  new, 
Enwraot  in  coleblacke  clowds  and  filthy  fmoke, 

That  al  the  land  with  ftech,&  hcuen  with  horror  choke * 

The  heatc  whereof,  and  harmefull  peftilerice 
So  fore  him  noy  d,that  forft  him  to  retire 
A  lit!e  backeward  for  his  beft  defence, 
Tofauehis  body  from  the  fcorching fire, 
Which  he  from  helliflientrailes  did  expire. 
It  chaunft  (eternall  God  that  chaunce  did  guide) 
L  As  he  recoiled  backeward,  in  the  mire 
His  nigh  foreweried  feeble  feet  did  Aide, 

And  do wne  he  fell, with  dread  of  fhame  fore  terrifidc. 

There  grew  a  goodly  tree  him  faire  befide, 
Loaden  with  fruit  and  apples  rofy  redd, 
As  they  in  pure  vermilion  had  beene  dide, 
Whereof  great  vertues  ouer  all  were  redd: 

For 
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For  happy  life  to  all,  which  thereon  fedd, 
And  life  eke  euerlafting  did  befall: 
Grca  t  God  it  planted  in  that  blcffed  ftedd 
With  his  Almighty  hand,  and  did  it  call 
The  tree  of  life,the  crime  of  our  fir  ft  fathers  fall* 

In  all  t  he  world  like  was  not  to  befownd, 

Sauc  in  that  foile,  where  all  good  things  did  grow, 
And  freely  fprong  out  of  the  fruitfull  grownd, 
As  incortup ted  Nature  did  them  fow, 
Till  that  dredd  Dragon  all  did  ouerthow. 
Another  likefaire  tree  eke  grew  thereby, 
Whereof  who  fo  did  eat,  eftfoones  did  know 
Both  good  and  ill:  O  mournfull  memory: 

That  tree  thron  gh  one  mas  fault  hath  doen  vs  all  to  dy« 

From  thatfirft  tree  forth  flowd,as  from  a  well, 
A  trickling  ftreame  of  Balme,  moftfouerainc 
And  dainty  deare,  which  on  the  ground  ftill  fell, 
And  ouerflowed  all  the  fertile  plainc, 
As  it  haddeawed  bene  with  timely  raine: 
Life  and  long  health  that  gracious  ointment  gauc, 
And  deadly  wounds  could  healc,and  reare  againe 
The  fenceleffe  corfe  appointed  for  the  grauc* 

Inio  that  fame  hefellrwhich  did  from  death  himfaue. 

For  nigh  thereto  the  euer  damned  Beaft 
Durft  notapproch,  for  he  was  deadly  made, 
And  al  that  life  preferued,  did  deteft: 
Yet  heitoftaduentur'd toinuade. 
By  this  the  drouping  day -light  gan  to  fade, 
And  yied  his  ro.wmc  to  fad  iucceeding  nighc> 
Who  with  her  fable  mantle  gan  to  ihade 
The  face  of  earth,  and  waves  of  liuing  wight, 

And  high  her  burning  torch  fet  vp  in  heauen  bright. 

When 
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When  gentle  T/to&w  the  fecondfall 
Of  her  deare  knight,  who  weary  of  long  fight,  (might 
And  faint  throughloffe  of  blood,  moou'd  not  at  all, 
Butlay  as  in  a  dreame  of  deepe  delight, 
Befmeard  with  pretious  Balme,  whole  vertuous 
Did  heale  his  woundes^nd  fcorching  heat  alay, 
Againe  fhe  flricken  was  with  fore  affright, 
And  for  his  fafetie  gan  deuoutly  pray; 

And  watch  the  noyous  oight,aad  wait  for  ioyous  day. 

The  ioyous  day  gan  early  to  appeare, 
And  fay  re  ^wvifrom  the  deawy  bed 
Of  aged  Tithont  gan  her  felfcto  reare5 
Wkhrofy  cheekcs,  for  fhamc  as  biufhing  redj 
Her  golden  locks  for  haft  were  loofely  fhed 
About  her  cares,  when  Vna,  her  did  markc 
Clymbe  to  her  charet,  all  with  flowers  fpred; 
From  heuen  high  to  chacc  the  cheareleffe  darke, 

With  mery  note  her  lowd  falutes  the  mounting  larice* 

Then  frefhly  vp  arofe  the  doughty  knight, 
All  healed  of  his  hurts  and  woundes  wide. 
And  did  himfelfe  to  battaile  ready  dight;. 
Whofe  early  foe  awaiting  him  befide 
To  haue  deuourd/ofoone  as  dav  he  fpyde, 
When  now  he  law  himfelfe  fb  frefhly  rearc, 
As  if  late  fight  had  nought  him  damnifyde* 
He  woxe  difmaid5and  gan  his  fatetofeare; 

Nathleffc  with  wonted  rage  he  him  aduaunced  nearc 

And  in  his  firft encounter,  gaping  wyde, 

He  thought  attonce  him  to  haue  fwallowdquight* 
Andruflitvpon  him  with  outragious  pryde$ 
Who  him  rencountring  fierce,  as  hauke  in  flight, 

Perforce 
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Perforce  rebutted  backe.  Theweapon  bright 

Taking  aduantage  of  bis  open  iaw, 

Ran  through  his  mouth  with  fo  importune  might, 

That  deepe  emperfl  his  darkfom  hollow  maw, 
And  back  retyrd,his  life  blood  forth  with  all  did  draw^ 

So  downe  he  fcll,and  forth  his  life  did  breath, 
That  vanifht  into  (moke  and  cloudes  fwift; 
So  downe  he  fell;that  the'arth  him  vnderneath 
Did  grone,  as  feeble  fo  great  load  to  lift; 
So  downe  he  f  eli,as  an  huge  rocky  clift, 
Whofe  falfe  foundacion  waues  haue  wafht  away, 
With  dreadfull  poyfe  is  from  the  mayncland  rift, 
And  rolling  downe,great  Neptune  doth  difmay* 

So  downe  hcfelUndlike  an  heaped  mountaine  lay. 

The  knight  him  felfe  euen  trembled  at  his  fall, 
So  huge  and  horrible  a  malle  it  feemd-, 
And  his  deare  Lady,that  beheld  it  all, 
Durft  not  approch  for  dread,  which  (he  mifdeemd, 
But  yet  at  laft,whenas  the  direfuil  feend 
She  faw  not  ftirre,of-fhaking  vaine  affright, 
She  nigher  drew3and  faw  thatioyous  end: 
Then  God  fhe  pray fd,and  thankt  her  faithfull  knight, 

That  had  atchieude  fo  great  a  conqueft  by  his  mjgh  t. 

Cant. 
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Cant.  XII. 


FayreVna  to  the  %^dcrofse  knight 

betrouthed  is  with  ioy: 
Though falfe  Dnefsait  to  bane 
Her  falfe  fleightes  doe  intfloy* 

BEhold  I  fee  the  hauen  nigh  at  hand, 
To  which  I  meanemy  weariccourfetobend; 
Verb  the  maine  (hete3and  beare  vp  with  the  land. 
The  which  afore  is  fayrly  to  bekend, 
And  feemedi  fafe  from  ftorms,that  may  offend^ 
There  this  fayrc  virgin  wcarie  of  her  way 
Muft  landed  bee^iow  at  her  iourneyesend: 
There  eke  my  feeble  barke  a  while  may  ftay, 
Till  mery  wy  nd  and  weather  call  her  thence  away. 

Scarfely  had  Phcebus  in  the  glooming  Eaft 
Yctt  harneffed  his  fyrie -footed  teemc,  ' 
Ne  reard  aboue  the  earth  his  flaming  creaft, 
When  the  laft  deadly  fmokc  aloft  did  fteemc, 
That  figne  of  laft  outbreathed  life  did  feeme, 
Vnto  the  watchman  on  the  caftle  wallj 
Who  thereby  dead  that  balefullBeaft  did  deeme, 
An  d  to  his  Lord  and  Lady  lowd  gan  call, 

To  tell,  how  he  had  feene  the  Dragons  fatall  fall, 

yprofe  with  hafty  ioy,and  feeble  fpeed 
That  aged  Syre,  the  Lord  of  all  that  land, 
And  looked  forth,to  weet,  if tre w  indeed 
Thofe  tydinges  were > as  he  die!  vnderftand, 

Which 
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Which  whenas  trew  by  tryall  he  out  fond, 
He  badd  to  open  wyde  his  brafen  gate, 
Which  long  time  had  beene  fiiut,and  out  of  hond 
Proclaymed  ioy  and  peace  through  all  his  ftate^ 
For  dead  no  w  was  their  foe,which  them  forrayed  late. 

Then  gan  triumphant  Trompets  Co  wnd  on  hyc, 
That  (ent  to  heuen  the  ecchoed  report 
Of  their  new  ioy3andhappievi<a:ory 
Gainft  him,that  had  them  long  oppreft  with  tort, 
And  faft  imprifoned  in  fieged  fort. 
Then  all  the  people,as  in  folemne  feaft, 
To  him  aflembled  with  one  full  confort, 
Reioycing  at  the  fall  of  that  great  beaft, 

From  whofe  eternall  bondage  how  they  wererelcaft. 

Forth  came  that  auncient  Lord  and  aged  Queene, 
Arayd  in  antique  robes  downe  to  the  grownd. 
And  fad  habiliments  right  well  befeenej 
A  noble  crew  about  them  waited  rownd 
Of  fage  and  fober  Peres,  all  grauely  gownd; 
Whom  far  before  did  marcn  a  goodly  band 
Of  tall  young  men,all  hable  armes  t  o  lo  wnd, 
But  now  they  laurell  braunches  bore  in  hand$ 

Giadfigne  cfvi&ory  and  peace  in  all  their  land. 

Vnto  that  doughtic  Conqucrour  they  came, 
And  him  before  themfelues  proftrating  low, 
Their  Lord  and  Patrone  loud  did  him  proclamc, 
And  at  his  feet  their  lawrcll  boughes  did  throw, 
Soone  after  them  all  dauncing  on  a  row 
The  comely  virgins  came,  with  girlands  dight, 
As  frefh  as  flowres  in  medow  greene  doegrow, 
When  morning  deawvpon  their  leaues  doth  light: 

And  in  their  handes  fwcet  Timbrels  all  vpheld  on  hight. 

And 
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And  them  before,  the  fry  of  children  yong 

Their  wanton  fportes  and  childifh  mirth  did  play, 
And  to  the  Maydens  fbwnding  tymbrels  long 
In  well  attuned  notes,a  ioyous  lay, 
And  made  delightful!  mufick  all  the  way, 
Vntill  they  camc^where  that  faire  virgin  flood* 
As  fayre  Diana  in  freih  fbmmers  day, 
Beholdes  her  Nymphcs,cnraung*d  in  fhady  wood, 
Some  wreftle/omedo  run/ome  bathe  in  chriftall  flood, 

So  fhe  beheld  thofe  maydens  merfment. 

With  ehearefull  vevv;  who  when  to  her  they  came, 
Themfelues  toground  with  gracious  humble/ft  bent 
And  her  adojr'd  by  honorable  name5 
Lifting  to  heuen  her  euerlaftingfamer 
Then  on  her  head  they  fett  agirlond  green  e, 
And  crowned  her  twixt  earneftand  twixtgame; 
Who  in  her  felf-refemblance  well  befeenc, 

Didfeemefuch;asfhe  was,  a  goodly  maiden  Queens 

And  after  alltheraskallmany  ran, 
Heaped  together  in  rude  rablcmenr, 
To  fee  the  face  of  that  vi&orious  man: 
Whom  all  admired3as from  heauenfenr, 
And  gazd  vpon  with  gaping  wonderment, 
But  when  they  came,  where  that  dead  Dragon  lay, 
Stretchc  on  the  ground  in  monftrous  large  extent 
The  fight  with  ydlefeare  did  them  difmay, 

Nc  durft  approeh  him  nig!y:o  toucher  once  a%. 

Somefeardjand  fledd-fomefeardand  wetfit  fayncfr 
One  thai;  would  wifer  feeme.then  all  the  retf, 
Warnd  him  not  touch,  for  yet  perhaps  remayntf 
Somelingringlife  within  his  hollow  breft* 
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Or  m  his  wombc  might  lurke  fome  hidden  neft 
Of  many  Dragonettes,his  fruitfull  feede^ 
Another  faide,  that  in  his  eyes  did  reft 
Yet  fparcklingfyre,and  badd  thereof  take  heed; 
Another  faid,  he  faw  him  moue  his  eyes  indeed. 

One  mother,  whenas  her  foolehardy  chyld 
Did  come  to  neare,and  with  his  talants  play 
Halfe  dead  through  feare,  her  litle  babe  reuyld, 
And  to  her  goflibs  gan  in  counfell  fay; 
How  can  I  tell,  but  that  his  talents  may 
Yet  fcratch  my  fonne,or  rend  his  tender  hand. 
So  diuerfly  them  felues  in  vaine  they  fray; 
Whiles  fome  more  bold,  to  meafure  htm  nigh  ftand, 

To  proue  how  many  acres  he  did  fpred  of  land. 

Thus  flocked  all  the  folke  him  rownd  about, 
The  whiles  that  hoarie  king,  with  all  his  traine, 
Being  arriued,  where  that  champion  (lout 
After  his  foes  defeafaunce  did  remaine, 
Him  goodly  greetes3and  fayre  does  entertayne, 
With  princely  gifts  ofyuory  and  gold, 
Andthoufandthankeshimyecldesforall  his  painc. 
Then  when  his  daughter  deare  he  does  behold, 

Her  dearely  doth  imbrace^andkifleth  manifold. 

And  after  to  his  Pallacc  he  them  bringes, 
With!fliaumcs,&trompets)&  with  Clarions  fweet- 
And  all  the  way  the  ioyous  people  finges, 
And  with  their  garments  ftrowes  the  paued  ftreet 
Whence  mounting  vp,  they  fynd  purueyaunce  meet 
Of  all,  that  royall  Princes  court  became, . 
And  all  the  floore  was  vnderneath  their  feet 
Be  fpredd  with  coftly  fcarlott  of  great  name, 

On  which  they  lowly  fut,and  fitting  purpofe  frame. 

What 
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What  necdes  mc  tell  their  feaft  and  goodly  guizc , 

In  which  was  nothing  riotous  nor  vaine? 

What  nccdcs  of  dainty  dirties  to  deuize, 

Of  comely  feruices,  or  courtly  trayne? 

My  narrow  lcaues  cannot  in  them  vntaync 

The  large  difcourfe  of  roiall  Princes  ftate. 

Yet  was  their  manner  then  but  bare  and  playne : 

For  th'antique  world  exceffeand  pryde  did  hate 
Such  proud  luxurious  pompe  is  fwollcn  vp  but  late. 

Then  when  with  meatcs  and  drinkes  of  euery  kindc 
Their  feruent  appetites  they  quenched  had, 
That  auncient  Lord  gan  fit  occafion  finde, 
Gfftraunge  aduentures ,  and  of  perils  fad. 
Which  in  his  trauell  him  befallen  had , 
For  to  demaund  of  his  renowmed  gucft : 
Who  then  with  vtt  ranee  graue,and  count'nance  fad, 
From  poy  nt  to  poynt,  as  is  before  expreft, 

Difcourft  his  voyage  long,  according  his  requeft* 

Great  pleafure  mixt  with  pittifull  regard. 
That  godly  King  and  Queene  did  paffionate, 
Why les  they  his  pittifull  aduentures  heard, 
That  oft  they  did  lament  his  luckleffe  ftate, 
And  often  blame  the  too  importune  fate, 
T hat  heapd  on  him  fo  many  wrathfull  wreakes: 
For  neuer  gentle  knight ,  as  he  of  bte, 
So  tofled  was  in  fortunes  cruell freakes; 

And  all  the  while  fait  tearcs  bedeawd  the  hearers  cheaks. 

Then  fayd  that  royall  Pere  in  fober  wife; 

D  eare  Sonne,  great  beene  the  euils,which  ye  bore 
From  firft  to  laft  in  your  late  enterprifc, 
That  I  note,whether  praife,  or  pitty  more : 

M  For 
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For  neuer  liumg  man,  I  weene,  fo  fore 
Infeaof  deadly  daungers  was  diftreft; 
Bat  fince  now  f  afej  e  feifed  haue  the  fhore, 
And  well  arriucd  are,  (high  God  be  blefij 
Let  vs  deuize  of  eafc  and  euerlafting  reft* 

Ah  dearcft  Lord,  faid  then  that  doughty  knight. 
Of  eafeor  reft  I  may  not  yet  deuize-, 
For  by  the  faith,  which  I  to  armes  haue  plight, 
I  bo  wnden  am  ftreight  after  this  emprize, 
As  that  your  daughter  can  ye  well  aduize, 
Backe  to  retoume  to  that  great  Faery  Quccne, 
Andhertoferuefixeyearesin  warlike  wize, 
Gainft  that  proud  Paynim  king,that  works  her  teenet 

Therefore  I  ought  craue  pardon, till  I  there  haue  beenev 

Vnhappy  falls  thathard  neceflity, 

(Quoth  he)  the  troubler  of  my  happy  peace, 

And  vowed  foe  of  my  felicity  •, 

Ne  I  againft  the  fame  can  iuftly  preace : 

But  fince  that  band  ye  cannot  now  releafe. 

Nor  doen  vndoe  j  (  for  vowes  may  not  be  vayne) 

Soonc  as  the  terme  of  th  ofe  fix  yeares  iliall  ceafc, 

Ye  then  (hall  hether  backe  retourne  agaync, 

The  marriage  to  accomplifh  vowd  betwixt  you  twayty 

Which  for  my  part  I  couet  to  perform?, 

In  fort  as  through  the  world  I  did  proclamc, 
That  whofo  kild  that  monfter  moft  deforine, 
And  him  in  hardy  battayle  ouercame. 
Should  haue  mine  onely  daughter  to  his  Dame, 
And  of  my  kingdome  heyre  apparaunt  bee : 
Therefore  fince  now  to  thee  perteynes  the  fame, 
By  dew  defert  of  noble  cheualree, 

Both  daughter  and  efce  kingdome,  lo  I  yield  to  thee. 
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Then  forth  he  called  that  his  daughter  fayre^ 
Thefaireft  Vn  his  onely  daughter  deare, 
His  onely  daughter ,  and  his  only  hayrc; 
Who  forth  proceeding  with  fad  fbber  cheare, 
As  bright  as  doth  the  morning  ftarre  appeare 
Out  of  the  Eaft,  with  flaming  lockes  bedight, 
To  tell  that  dawning  day  is  drawing  neare, 
And  to  the  world  does  bring  long  wifhed  light; 

So  faire  and  frefh  that  Lady  flie wd  her  felfe  inlight. 

So  faire  and  frefh,  as  frefheft  flowre  in  May; 
Forfhe  hadlayd  hermournefullftoleafide, 
And  widow-like  fad  wimple  throwne  away, 
Wherewith  her  heauenly  beautic  (he  did  hide, 
Whiles  on  her  wearie  iourney  fhe  did  ride  * 
And  on  her  now  a  garment  (he  did  weare, 
All  lilly  white3  withoutten  fpot3  or  pride, 
Thatfeemd  like  filke  and  filuer  wouen  neare, 

But  neither  filke  nor  filuer  therein  did  appeare. 

The  blazing  brightnefle  of  her  beauties  beamc, 
And  glorious  light  of  her  funihyny  face 
To  tell,  were  as  to  ftriue  againft  the  ftreamc* 
My  ragged  rimes  are  all  too  rude  and  bacc, 
Her  heauenly  lineaments  for  to  enchace. 
Ne  wonder*  for  her  own  deare  loued  knight, 
All  were  fhe  daily  with  himfelfe  in  place, 
Did  wonder  much  at  her  celeftiall  fight : 

Oft  had  he  fcene  her  faire, but  neuer  fo  faire  dight# 

So  fairely  dight,  when  (lie  in  prefence  came, 
She  to  her  Syre  made  humble  reuerence, 
And  bowed  low,  that  her  right  well  became, 
And  added  grace  vnto  her  excellence  : 

M  2  Who 
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Who  with  great  wifedomc3  and  graue  eloquence 
Thus  gan  to  fay.  But  care  he  thus  had  fayd, 
With  flying  fpeede,  and  feeming  great  pretence, 
Came  running  in ,  much  like  a  man  difmayd, 
A  Meflengcr  with  letters,  which  his  raeflage  fayd. 

All  in  the  open  hall  amazed  flood, 
Atfuddeinnefleof  that  vnwary  fight, 
And  wondred  at  his  breathlefle  hafty  mood. 
But  he  for  nought  would  flay  his  paffage  right, 
Till  faft  before  the  king  he  did  alight > 
Where  falling  flat  .great  humbleffe  he  did  make, 
And  kift  the  ground,  whereon  his  foot  was  pight ; 
Then  to  his  handes  that  writt  he  did  betake, 

Which  he  difclofing,  read  thus,as  the  paper  Ipake. 

To  thee,  raoft  mighty  king  of  Edetfoftc, 
Her  greeting  fends  in  thefe  fad  lines  addreft, 
The  wofull  daughter,  and  forfaken  heyrc 
Of  that  great  Empcrour  of  all  the  Wefti 
And  bids  thee  be  aduized  for  the  beft, 
Ere  thou  thy  dan  ghter  linck  in  holy  band 
Of  wedlocke  to  that  new  vnknowen  gueft : 
For  he  already  plighted  his  right  hand 

Vnto  another  loue,  and  to  another  land. 

To  me  fad  mayd,or  rather  widow  fad, 
He  was  affyaunced  long  time  before, 
And  (acred  pledges  he  both  gaue,and  had, 
Falfe  erraunt  knight,  infamous,  and  forfwore : 
Witneflfe  the  burning  Altars,  which  he  fworc, 
And  guilty  heauens  of  his  bold  periury, 
Which  though  he  hath  polluted  oft  of  yore, 
Yet  I  to  them  for  iMgem#it  iuft  doe  fly, 

And  them  coniure  t'aucnge  this  ftiamefuUiniury, 

Therefore 
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Therefore  fince  mine  he  is,or  free  or  bond, 
Or  falfe  or  trew,  or  Iiuing  or  elfe  dead, 
Withhold,  G  foucrayne  Prince,  your  hafty  hond 
From  knitting  league  with  him, 1  you  aread; 
Ne  weene  my  right  with  ftrength  adowne  to  tread, 
Through  weakeneffe  of  my  widowhed,  or  woe : 
For  truth  is  ftrong,  her  rightfull  caufe  to  plead, 
And  fhall  finde  friends,  ii  need  requireth  foe. 

So  bids  thee  well  to  fare.  Thy  neither  frien  d,  nor  foe, 

Fidcjfa. 

VVhcnhc  thefe bitter byting  wordes  had  red, 
The  tydings  ftraunge  did  him  abafhed  make, 
That  itill  he  fate  long  time  aftonifhed 
As  in  great  mufe ,  ne  word  to  creature  /pake. 
At  laft  his  fblemne  filence  thus  he  brake, 
Withdoubtfull  eyes  faft fixed  on  his  gueft  ; 
R  edoubted  knight,  that  for  myne  only  fake 
Thy  life  and  honor  late  aducntureft; 

Let  nought  be  hidfrom  me,  that  ought  to  be  exprcft* 

What  meane  thefe  bloody  vowes,  and  idle  threats, 
Throw  ne  out  from  womanifli  impatient  mynd  ? 
What  heuens?  what  altars?  what  enraged  heates 

~  Here  heaped  vp  with  termes  of  loue  vnkynd, 
My  confcience  cleare  with  guilty  bands  would  bynd? 
High  God  be  witnefle,  that  I  guiltlelfe  ame. 
But  if  yourfelfe,  Sir  knight,yc  faulty  fynd, 
Or  wrapped  be  inloues  of  former  Dame, 

With  crymc  doe  not  itcouer,  but  difclofe  the  fame. 

To  whom  the  Rcdcrofie  knight  this  anfwere  fent, 
My  Lord,my  king,  be  nought  hereat  difmayd, 
Till  ivell  ye  wote  by  graue  intendiment. 
What  woman,  and  wherefore  doth  me  vpbrayd 

M  3  ,  Witk 
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With  breach  of  loue3  and  loialty  betrayd* 
It  was  in  my  mifhaps/as  hithcrward 
I  lately  traueild,  that  vnwares  I  ftayd 
Out  of  my  way,  through  perils  ftraunge  and  hard; 

That  day  (hould  faile  me,ere  I  had  them  alldcclard* 

There  did  I  find,  or  rather  I  was  fownd 
Of  this  falfe  woman,  that  Fide/fa  hight, 
Fideffa  hight  the falfeft  Dame  on  grownd, 
Moft  falfe  Dueffa,  royall  richly  dight, 
That  eafy  was  to  inueigle  weaker  fight: 
Who  by  her  wicked  artsyand  wiely  skill, 
Too  falfe  and  ftrong  for  earthly  skill  or  might,. 
Vnwares  me  wrought  vnto  her  wicked  will, 

And  to  my  foe  be trayd,  when  leaft  I  feared  ilL 

Then  ftepped  forth  the  goodly  royal!  Mayd, 
And  on  the  ground  her  felfe  proftratinglow,. 
With  fober  countenaunce  thus  to  him  fay 4 
O  pardon  me,  my  foucraineLord,  to  fheow 
TheTecrct  treafons,  which  of  late  I  know 
To  liaue  bene  wrought  by  that  falfe  forcereffe.. 
Shee  onely  fhe  it  is,  that  carft  did  throw 
This  gentle  knight  into  fo  great  diftreffe, 

That  death  him  did  awaite  in  daily  wretchedneffc,, 

And  no  w  it  feemes,  thatfhefubornedhath 
This  crafty  meflenger  with  letters  faine, 
To  worke  new  woe  and  improuided  fcathj. 
By  breaking  of  the  band  betwixt  vs  twaine^ 
Wherein  fhe  vfed hath  the  pra&ickepaine 
Of  this  falfe  footman3  clokt  with  fimplenefle,. 
W  home  if  ye  pleafe  for  to  difcouer  plaine, 
Ye  fhall  him  Arcbimago &n<i,  I  ghefTe, 

The  falfeft  man  aliue;  wo  tries  thall  find  no  leflfe. 

The 
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The  king  was  greatly  moucd  at  her  (peach, 
And  all  with Tuddein  indignation  freight, 
Bad  on  that  Meflcnger  rude  hands  to  reach. 
Eftfoones  the  Gard,  which  on  his  ftate  did  wait, 
Attacht  that  faytor  falfe,  and  bound  him  ftrait: 
Who  feemingforely  chauffed  at  his  band, 
As  chained  beare,whom  cruell  dogs  doe  bait, 
With  ydle  force  did  faine  them  to  withftand, 

And  often  femblaunce  made  to  fcapcout  of  their  hand* 

But  they  him  layd  full  low  in  dungeon  deepe, 

And  bound  him  hand  and  foote  with  yron  chains. 
And  with  continual  watch  did  warely  keepe; 
Who  then  would  thinke,that  by  his  fubtile  trains 
He  could  efcape  fowle  death  or  deadly  pains? 
Thus  when  that  Princes  wrath  was  pacifide, 
He  gan  renew  the  late  forbidden  bains, 
And  to  the  knight  his  daughter  dcare  he  tyde, 

With  facred  rites  and  vowes  for  euer  toabyde* 

His  ownc  two  hands  the  holy  knotts  didknitt, 
That  none  but  death  for  euer  can  diuide; 
His  owne t wo  hands,  for  fuch  a  turne  moft fitt, 
The  houfling  fire  did  kindle  and  prouide, 
And  holy  water  thereon  fprinckled  wide; 
At  which  the  bufliy  Teade  a  groomc  did  light, 
And  facred  lamp  in  fecret  chamber  hide, 
Where  it  fhould  not  be  quenched  day  nor  night, 

Forfeare  of  euill  fates,  but  burnen  euer  bright. 

Then  gan  they  fprinckle  all  the  ports  with  wine, 
And  made  great  feaft  tofolemnize  that  day; 
They  all  pcifumde  with  frankincenfediuine, 
And  precious  odours  fetcht  from  far  away, 

M4  That 
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That  all  the  houft  did  fweat  with  great  aray : 
And  all  the  while  fvveete  Muficke  did  apply 
Her  curious  skill,  the  warbling  notes  to  play* 
Todriuc  away  the  dullMelancholy; 
The  whiles  one  fung  a  fong  of  loue  and  iollity. 

During  the  which  there  was  an  hcaucnly  noife 
Heard  fownd  through  all  the  Pallace  pleafantly> 
Like  as  it  had  bene  many  an  Angels  voice. 
Singing  before  th'ctcrnall  maiefty, 
In  their  trinall  triplicities  on  hye- 
Yett  wift  no  creature,  whence  that  heuenly  fwecc 
Proceeded,  yet  eachone  felt  fecretly 
Himfelfe  thereby  refte  of  his  fences  meet, 

And  rauifhed  with  rare  imprcflion  in  his  fprite. 

Great  ioy  was  made  that  day  of  y  oun  g  and  old, 
Andfolemne  feafl  proclaymd  throughout  the  land* 
That  their  exceeding  merth  may  not  be  told : 
Snfficc  it  hearc  by  fignes  to  vnderftand 
The  vfuallioycs  at  knitting  ofloues  band. 
Thrife  happy  man  the  knight  himfelfe  did  hold, 
PoflTeffed  of  his  Ladies  hart  and  hand, 
And  euer,  when  his  eie  did  her  behold, 

His  heart  did  fceme  to  melt  in  pleafures  manifold. 

Her  ioyous  prefencc  and  fweet  company 
In  full  content  he  there  did  longenioy, 
Ne  wicked  enuy,  ne  vile  gealoiy 
His  deare  delights  were  hable  to  annoy: 
Yet  fwimming  in  that  fca  of  blifiull  ioy, 
He  nought  forgott,  how  he  whilomc  had  fworne, 
Incafe  he  coukl  that  monftrous  bead  deftroy, 
Vnro  his  Faery  Qucene  backe  t6 retourne: 

The  which  he  ihortly  did,  and  Vm  left  to  mourne. 

Now 
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Now  ftrikeyour  failesyce  iolly  Mariners, 
For  vvc  be  come  vnto  a  quiet  rode, 
Where  we  muftland  fome  of  our  paffcngcrs3 
And  light  this  weary  vcflell  of  her  lode. 
Here  fhe  a  while  may  make  her  fafe  abode, 
Till  fhe  repaired  hauc  her  tackles  (pent, 
And  wants  fupplide.  And  then  againe  abroad 
On  the  long  voiage  whereto  fhe  is  bent: 

Well  may  (he  fpeede  and  fairely  finifh  her  intent. 


Finis  Lib.  I. 
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Contayning  ■ 

The  Legend  of  Sir  Guyoru 


O  R 

Of  Temperamce. 


Ight  w.ell  I  wotemoft  mighty  Soueraine, 
That  all  this  famous  antique  hiftory, 
Of  fome  th'aboundancc  of  an  ydlc  braine 
Will  iudged  be,  and  painted  forgery,  s 
Rather  then  matter  of  iuft  memory, 
Sich  none^hatbrcathcthliuingake^oesknow, 
Where  is  that  happy  land  of  Faery, 
Which  I  fo  much  doe  vaunt,  yet  no  where  fhowj. 
But  vouch  antiquities,  which  no  body  can  know* 

But  let  that  man  with  better  fence  aduize^ 
That  of  the  world  lcaft  part  to  vs  is  red: 
And  daily  how  through  hardy  enterprise, 
Many  great  Regions  are  difcouered^ 

WhicA 
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Whi  ch  to  late  age  were  neuer  mentioned, 
Who  euer  heard  ofth'Indian  Peri 
Or  who  in  venturous  veffell  meafured 
The  ^fmarons  huge  riuer  now  found  trevr 
Orfruitfulleftr/V^i^who  did  cuervew. 

Yet  all  thefe  were  when  no  man  did  them  know, 
Yet  haue  from  wifeft  ages  hidden  beene 
And  later  times  thinges  more  vnknowne  fhall  fhow 
Why  then  fhould  witleffe  man  fo  much  mifweene 
That  nothing  is  but  that  which  he  hath  feene? 
What  if  within  the  Moones  f  ayre  fhining  fpheare 
What  if  in  euer  /  other  ftarre  vnfeene 
Of  other  yvorldeshe  happily  fhould  heare 

He  woder  would  much  moie,y  et  fuch  to  fomc  appearc 

Of  faery  lond  yet  if  he  more  inquyre 
By  certein  fignes  here  fett  in  fondrie  pi  ice 
He  may  itfyndj  nelet  him  then  admyre 
But  yield  his  fence  to  bee  too  blunt  and  bace 
That  n'ote  without  an  hound  fine  footing  trace 
And  then  O  fayreft  PrincefTe  vnder  sky 
In  this  fayre  mirrhour  maift  behold  thy  face 
And  thine  owne  realmes  in  lond  of  Faery 

And  in  this  antique  ymage  thy  great  aunceftry* 

The  which  O  pardon  me  thus  to  enfold 
In  couert  vele  and  wrap  in  fhadowes  light 
That  feeble  eyes  your  glory  may  behold 
Which  elles  could  not  endure  thofe  beames  bright 
But  would  bee  dazled  with  exceeding  light 
O  pardon  and  vouchfafe  with  patientearc 
The  braue  adticntures  of  this  faery  knight 
The  good  Sir  Guy  on  gratioufly  to  heare        ( pcarc, 

hi  whom  great  rule  of  Temp'raunce  goodly  dorh  ap- 

Cant. 
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Cant  I. 


guy  on  by  Archimageabhfd, 

the  T^edcroffe  tyiggt  atyaytes,  §5r 

*J  Fy rides tJMordant and Amaiiia Jlaine  st5l 

With  pleafures  pot/on  cd  baytes.  g£ 


■Tp  Hat  conning  Archite£t  of  cancred  guyle, 
A  Whom  Princes  late  difpleafure  left  in  bands* 
For  falfed  letters  and  fuborned  wyle5 
Sooneas  the  Redcrcjfe  knight  he  vnderftands/ 
To  beene  departed  out  oiEden  Iandes,3 
To  feme  againe  his  foucraine  Elfin  Queene, 
His  artes  he  moues^and  out  ofcaytiues  handes 
Himfelfe  he  frees  by  fecret  meanes  vnfeene; 

His  fhackles  emptie  lefte,  him  felfe  efcaped  eleenc.. 

And  forth  he  fares  full  of  malicious  myndr 
To  jvorken  mifchiefe  and  auenging  woe, 
Where  euer  he  that  godly  knight  may  fynd, 
His  onely  hart  forehand  his  onely  foe, 
Sith  VnA  now  he  algates  muft forgoe, 
W  horn  his  vi&orious  handes  did  earfl:  reftore 
To  natiue  crowne  and  kingdom  late  ygoe: 
Where  fhe  enioyes  fure  peace  for  euer  more, 

As  wetherbeatenfhiparryu'don  happie  fhore. 

Him  therefore  now  the  obicft  of  his  fpight 
And  deadly  food  he  makes:  him  to  offend 
By  forged  treafon.or  by  open  fight 
Hefcekes>of  all  his  driftethe  aymedend: 

Thereto 
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Thereto  his  fubtile  cngins  he  does  bend 
His  pra&ick  witt,and  his  fayrc  fy  led  tonge, 
With  thoufand  other  fleightes:  for  well  he  kend, 
His  credit  now  in  doubt  full  ballaunce  hong;  * 
For  hardly  could  bee  hurt,  who  was  already  (long. 

Still  as  he  went,he  craftic  ftales  did  lay. 

With  cunning  traynes  him  to  entrap  vnwares, 

And  priuy  fpy  als  plaft  in  all  his  way, 

To  wcetc  what  courfe  he  takes,  and  how  hefareS; 

To  ketch  him  ara  vauntage  in  his  fnares. 

But  now  fo  wife  and  wary  was  the  knight 

By  tryall  of  his  former  harmes  and  cares, 

That  he  defcryde,and  ihonned  (till  his  flight: 
The  fifh  that  once  was  caught.newbait  wil  hardly  byte. 

Nathlcfle  th'Enchaunter  would  hot  fpare  his  paync, 
In  hope  to  win  occafion  to  his  will; 
Which  when  he  long  awaited  had  in  vayne, 
He  chaungd  his  mynd  from  one  to  other  ill: 
For  to  all  good  he  enimy  was  ftill. 
Vpon  the  way  him  fortuned  to  meet, 
Fayrc  marching  vndcrncath  a  ftiady  hill, 
A  goodly  knight}all  armd  in  harnefle  mcete, 

That  from  his  head  no  place  appeared  to  his  feete. 

His  carriage  was  full  comely  and  vpright, 
His  countenance  demure  and  temperate, 
But  yctt  fo  fterne  and  terrible  in  fight, 
That  cheard  his  friendesjand  did  his  foes  amate: 
He  was  an  Elfin  borne  of  noble  ftate, 
And  mickle  worihip  in  his  natiue  land, 
Well  could  he  courney  and  in  lifts  debate, 
And  knighthood  tookc  of  good  Sk  Huovs  hand, 

When  with  kingobcron  he  came  to  Fary  land. 

Him 
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Him  als  accompanyd  vpon  the  way 
A  comely  Palme^clad  in  black  attyre, 
Of  rypeft  yeares,and  heares  all  hoarie  gray, 
That  with  a  ftaffe  his  feeble  fteps  did  Hire, 
Leaft  his  long  way  his  aged  limbes  fhould  tire: 
And  if  by  lookes  one  may  the  mind  aread, 
He  feemd  to  be  a  fagc  and  fober  fyre, 
And  euer  with  flow  pace  the  knight  did  lead,  (tread* 

Who  taught  his  trampling  fteed  with  equall  fteps  to 

Such  whenas  Arcbimago  them  did  view, 

He  weened  well  to  workc  Tome  vncouth  wyle, 
Eftfoones  vntwifting  his  deceiptfullclew, 
He  gan  to  weaue  a  web  of  wicked  guylc, 
And  with  faire  countenance  and  flattring  ftyle, 
To  them  approching,  thus  the  knight  befpake: 
Fayrefonnc  of  Mars,  that  feekc  with  warlike  fpoyle, 
And  great  atchieu'ments  great  your  felfeto  make, 

Vouchfafe  to  ftay  your  fteed  for  humble  mifers  fake. 

He  ftayd  his  fteed  for  humble  mifers  fake, 
And  badd  tell  on  the  tenor  of  his  playnt$ 
Who  feigning  th  en  in  cuery  limb  to  quake, 
Through  inward  feare,and  feeming  pale  and  faynt 
With  piteous  mone  his  percing  fpeach  gm  paynt; 
Deare  Lady  how  fhall  I  declare  thy  cace, 
Whom  late  I  left  in  languorous  conftraynt? 
Would  God  thy  felfe  now  prefent  were  in  place/ 

To  tell  this  r uefull  talcj  thy  fight  could  win  thee  grace, 

Orrather  wouId,0  would  itfo  had1  chaunft, 
That  you,  moft  noble  Sir,had  prefent  becne, 
When  that  lewd  rybauld  with  vyleluft  aduaunft 
Laidfirft  his  filthie  hands  on  virgin  cleene* 

To 
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To  fpoylc  her  dainty  corps  fo  fairc  and  fhcene, 
As  on  the  earth,  great  mother  of  vs  all, 
With  liuing  eye  more  fayre  was  neuer  feene, 
Of  chaftity  and  honour  virginall  : 
Witnes  ye  heauens,whom  (he  in  vaine  to  help  did  call. 

How  may  it  be,fdyd  then  the  knight  halfe  wroth, 
That  knight  fhould  knighthood  euer  fo  haue  fhent? 
None  but  that  faw(qd.he)  would  weene  for  troth, 
How  fhamefully  that  May d  he  did  torment. 
Her  loofer  golden  Iockes  he  rudely  rent, 
And  drew  her  on  the  ground,  and  his  fharpe  fword, 
Againft  her  fno  wy  breft  he  fiercely  bent, 
And  thregtned  death  with  many  a  bloodie  word; 

Tongue  hates  to  tell  the  reft,  that^ye  to  fee  abhord. 

Therewith  amoued  from  his  fober  mood, 

And  Hues  he  yet  ((aid  he)that  wrought  this  ad, 
And  doen  the  heauens  afford  him  vitall  food? 
He  liues,  (quoth  he)  and  boafteth  of  the  fa&, 
Ne  yet  hath  any  knigh  t  his  courage  crackt. 
Where  may  that  treachour  then  (fayd  he)  be  found, 
Or  by  what  meanes  may  I  his  footing  trad  ? 
That  fhall  I  fliew  (fayd  he)  as  fure,  as  hound 
The  ftricke  Dcare  doth  chaleng  by  the  bleeding  wound. 

He  ftayd  not  lenger  talke,  but  with  fierce  yre 
And  zealous  hafte  away  is  quickly  gone, 
To  feeke  that  knight,  where  him  that  crafty  Squyre 
Suppofd  to  be.  They  do  arriue  anone, 
Where  fate  a  gentle  Lady  all  alone, 
With  garments  rent,  and  heare  difcheueled, 
Wringing  herhandesyand  making  piteous  monc; 
Her  fwollen  eyes  were  much  diffigured, 

And  her  faire  face  with  teares  was  fowly  blubbered. 

The 
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The  knight  approching  nigh,  thus  to  her  faid, 
Fay  te  Lady,  through  fowlc  forrow  ill  bedight, 
Great  pitty  is  to  fee  you  thus  difmay  d, 
And  marrc  the  bloffom  of  your  beauty  bright: 
For  thy  appeafc  your  griefc  and  hcauy  plight. 
And  tell  the  caufc  ofyour  concerned  paync: 
For  if  he  line,  that  hath  you  docn  defpight, 
He  (hall  you  doe  dew  recompencc  agayne, 
Or  els  his  wrong  with  greater  puilfancc  maintained 

Which  when  fhe  hcard,as  in  defpightfull  wife, 
She  wilfully  her  forrow  did  augment, 
And  offted  hope  of  comfort  did  defpife: 
Her  golden  lockes  moft  cruelly  fhe  rent, 
And  icratcht  her  face  with  ghaftly  drcrimcnt, 
Ne  would  fhe  fpeakc^nefee^ie  yet  befcene, 
But  hidhervifage,and  her  head  downebent, 
Either  lor  gricuous  (hame,or  for  great  teenc, 

As  if  her  hart  with  forow  had  tranffixed  beenc. 

Till  her  that  Squyre  befpake,  Madame  my  life, 
For  Gods  deare  loue  be  not  fo  wilfull  bent, 
But  doc  vouchfafe  now  to  receiue  rcliefe, 
The  which  good  fortune  doth  to  you  prefent. 
For  what  bootes  it  to  wecpe  and  to  wayment, 
When  ill  is  chaunft,  but  doth  the  ill  increafe, 
And  the  weake  minde  with  double  woe  torment? 
When  fhe  her  Squyre  heard  fpeake,  fhe  gan  appeafe 

Her  voluntarie  paine?  and  feele  fome  fecret  eafe. 

Eftfoonc  (he  faid,  Ah  gentle  truftie  Squyre, 
What  comfort  can  I  wofull  wretch  conceaue, 
Or  why  ftiould  ener  I  henceforth  defyre3 
To  fee  taire  hcauens  face^and  life  not  leau^ 
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Sith  that  falfe  Tray  tour  did  my  honour  reauc? 
Falfc  traytour  certes  (  faidc  the  Faerie  knight) 
I  read  the  man,  that  cucr  would  deceaue 
A  gentle  Lady,or  her  wrong  through  might: 
D  eath  were  too  little  paine  for  finch  a  fowle  defpight. 

But  now,  f4yre  Lady,  comfort  to  you  make, 

And  read,who  hath  ye  wrought  this  fhamfull  plight. 
That  thort  reuenge  the  man  may  ouertake, 
Where  fo  he  be,  and  foonc  vpon  him  light. 
Certes  (faidefhe)  I  wotc  noc,how  hehight. 
But  vnder  him  a  gray  fteede  he  did  wield, 
Whofe  fides  with  dapled  circles  weren  dights 
Vpright he  rode, and inhisfiluer  fhield 

He  bore  a  bloodie  Croffe,  that  quartred  all  the  field# 

Now  by  my  head  ( faidc  Guy  on )  much  I  mufe, 
How  that  fame  knight  (hould  do  fo  fowle  amis, 
Or  euer  gentle  Damzellfo  abufe : 
For  may  I  boldly  fay3  he  furely  is 
A  right  good  knight,  and  trew  of  word  y  wis : 
I  prefent  was,  and  can  it  witneffe  well, 
When  armes  hefwore,  and  {freight  did  enterpris 
Th'aduenture  of  the  Erravt  dawoze/I, 

In  which  he  hath  great  glory  wonne,  as  I  heare  tell. 

Nathiefle  he  fhorrly  fliall  againe  be  tryde, 
And  faircly  quit  him  of  th'imputed  blame3 
Els  be  ye  fiire  he  dearely  ftiall  abyde, 
Or  make  you  good  amendment  for  the  fame : 
All  wrongs  haue  mendes,but  no  amendes  of  fhame* 
Now  therefore  Lady  ,rife  out  of  your  paine, 
And  fee  the  laluing  of  your  blotting  name. 
Full  loth  fhe  feemd  thereto,  but  yet  did  faine, 

For  (lie  W4S  inly  glad  herpurpofefo  togainc. 
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Her  purpofc  was  not  fuch,  as  fhe  did  fain  e, 
Nc  yet  her  perfon  fuch,  as  it  was  feene, 
But  vndcr  fimplc  /he  w  and  femblant  plaine 
Lurkt  falfe  Due/a  ftcretly  vnfeene. 
As  a  chalte  Virgin,that  had  wronged  becne : 
So  had  falfe  ^ArchtmAgo  her  difguyfd, 
To  cloke  her  guile  with  forrow  and  fad  teene; 
And  eke  himfelfe  had  craftily  deuifd 

To  be  her  Squire,  and  do  her  feruice  well  aguifd. 

Her  lateforlorne  and  naked  he  had  found, 
Where  (he  did  wander  in  wafte  wildernefle, 
Lurking  in  rockesand  caues  far  vnder  ground, 
And  with  greene  mofle  cou'ring  her  nakednefle, 
To  hide  her  fham  e  and  loathly  filthineffe, 
Sith  her  Prince  Arthur  of  proud  ornaments 
And  borrowd  beauty  fpoyld.  Her  nathcleffe 
Th'enchaunter  finding  fit  for  his  intents, 

Did  thus  reueft,  and  deckt  with  dew  habiliments. 

For  all  he  did,  was  to  decciue  good  Liights, 

And  draw  them  from  purfuit  of  praife  and  fame, 
To  Aug  in  flou  th  and  fenfuall  delights, 
And  end  their  daies  with  irrenowmed  fhame. 
And  now  exceeding  griefe  him  ouercame, 
To  fee  the Redcrofie  thus  aduaunced  hye; 
Therefore  this  craftie  engine  he  did  frame, 
Againft  his  praifeto  ftirre  vp  enmitye 

Of  fuch3  as  vertues  like  mote  vnto  him  allye. 

So  now  he  Guyon  guydes  an  vncouth  way 
Through  woods  &  mountaines ,  till  they  came  at 
Into  a  pleafant  dale3that  lowly  lay 
Betwixt  two  hils,  whofe  high  heads  ouerplaft, 
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The  valley  did  with  cook  fhade  oucrcaft; 
Through  midft  thereof  a  little  riuer  rold, 
By  which  there  fate  a  knight  with  helme  vnlafte, 
Himfelfe  refrdhing  with  the  liquid  cold, 
After  his  traucll  long,  and  labours  manifold. 

Lo  yonder  he,  cryde  Archimage  alowd, 

That  wrought  the  fhamefuli  fa&,which.  I  did  flicw, 
And  now  he  doth  himfelfe  ia  fecret  fhrowd, 
To  fly  the  vengeaunce  for  his  outrage  dew ; 
But  vaine :  for  ye  fhall  dearely  do  him  re  w. 
So  God  ye  fpeed,  and  fend  you  good  fucceflq 
Which  we  far  off  will  here  abide  to  vew. 
So  they  him  left,  inflam'd  with  wrathfulneffe, 

Thatftreightagainft  that  knight  his  fpeare  he  did  ad- 

(drefle. 

Who  feeing  him  from  far  (b  fierce  to pricke, 
His  warlike  armes  about  him  gan  embrace, 
And  in  the  reft  his  ready  fpeare  didfticke; 
Tho  when  as  ftill  he  faw  him  towards  pace, 
He  ganrencounter  him  in  equall  race  : 
They  bene  ymctt  ,  both  ready  toaffrap, 
When  fuddeinly  that  warriour  gan  abace 
His  threatned  fpeare,  as  iffomc  new  mifhap 

Had  him  betide,  or  hidden  danger  did  entrap. 

And  cryde,  Mercie  Sir  knight,  and  mcrcieLord, 
For  mine  offence  and  heedelefle  hardimenr, 
That  had  almoft  committed  crime  abhord, 
And  with  reprochfull  fhame  mine  honour  fhent, 
Whiles  curfed  fteele  againft  that  badge  I  bent, 
The  (acred  badge  of  my  Redeemers  death, 
Which  on  your  fhield  is  fet  for  ornament  : 
But  his  fierce  foe  his  fteed  could  ftay  vncath, 

Who  prick t  with  courage  kene^did  cyuell  batfdl  breath 

But 
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But  when  heheard  him  fpeake,  ftreight  way  he  knew 
His  errour, and  himfelfe inclyning  fayd, 
Ah  deare  Sir  Guyon^  well  becommeth  you, 
But  me  behoueth  rather  tovpbrayd, 
Whofe  haftie  hand  fo  far  from  reafon  ftrayd, 
That  almofl:  it  did  haynous  violence 
On  thatfayre  ymage  of  that  heauenly  Mayd, 
That  decks  and  amies  your  fhield  with  faire  defence: 

Your  court'fie  takes  on  you  anothers  dew  offence, 

So  heene  they  both  atone,  and  doen  vpreare 

Their  beuers  bright  3  each  other  for  to  greet; 

Goodly  comportaunce  each  to  other  beare, 

And  entertaine  themfelues  with  court'fies  meet ; 

Then  (aide  the  Redcrojfc  knight ,  Now  mote  I  weet, 

Sir  Guyon>\vhy  withfo  fierce  faliaunce, 

And  fell  intent  ye  did  at  earfl:  me  meet; 

For  fith  I  know  your  goodly  gouernaunce, 
Great  caufe,  I  weenc,  you  guided ,  or  fome  vncouth 

(chaunce* 

Certes  (faid  he)  well  mote  I  fliame  to  tell 
The  fond  encheafbn,  that  mehether  led. 
A  falfe  infamous  faitour  late  befell 
Me  for  to  meet,  that  feemed  ill  befted, 
And  playnd  of  grieuous  outrage,  which  he  red 
A  knight  had  wrought  againft  aLadiegent, 
Which  to  auenge,  he  to  this  place  me  lcd3 
Where  you  he  made  the  marke  of  his  intent. 

And  now  is  fled/oule  fhame  him  follow, wher  he  went. 

So  can  he  turne  his  earneft  vnto  game, 

Through  goodly  handling  and  wifetemperaunce. 
By  this  his  aged  Guide  in  prefence  came, 
Who  foone  as  one  that  knight  his  eye  did  glaunce, 
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Eft  fooncs  of  him  had  perfect  cognizatince, 
Sith  him  in  Faery  court  he  late  auizd; 
And  fayd3fayre  fonncGod  giueyou  happy  chatincei 
And  that  deare  Croffe  vppon  your  fhield  deuizd, 

Wherewith  aboue  all  knights  ye  goodly  feeme  aguizd, 

Ioy  may  you  haue,  and  euerlaft  ing  fame, 

Oflate  mofi  hard  atchieu'ment  by  you  donne, 
For  which  enrolled  is  your  glorious  name 
In  heauenly  Rcgefteirs  aboue  the  Sunne, 
Where  you  a  Saint  with  Saints  your  feat  haue  wones 
But  wretched  we,  where  ye  haue  left  your  marke, 
Moftnow  anew  begin,  like  race  to  ronne^ 
God  guide  thee,  Guyonywell  to  end  thy  warke, 

And  to  the  wifhed  hauen  bring  thy  weary  barke* 

Palmer,  him  anfwered  the  Redcroffe  knight, 

His  be  the  praife,  that  this  atchien  ment  wrought* 
Who  made  my  hand  the  organ  of  his  might; 
More  then  goodwill  to  me  attribute  nought; 
For  all  I  did,  I  did  but  as  I  ough  t. 
But  you;faife  Sir,vvhofe  pageant  next  enfewes, 
Well  mote  yee  thee,as  well  can  wifh  your  thought. 
That  home  ye  may  report  thefe  happy  newes; 

For  well  ye  worthy  bene  for  worth  and  gentle  thewes* 

So  courteous  conge  both  did  giue  and  take, 

With  right  hands  plighted,  pledges  of  good  wilL 
Then  Gay  on  forward gan  his  voyage  make, 
With  his  blacke  Palmer,  that  him  guided  ftill. 
Still  he  him  guided  ouer  dale  and  hill, 
And  wrch  his  fteedy  ftaffe  did  point  his  way: 
Hisrace  with  reafon,  and  with  words  his  will, 
From  fowle  intemperaunce  he  ofte  did  ftay5 

And  fuffted  notin  wrath  his  hafty  fleps  to  flray. 

la 
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In  this  faire  wize  they  traueild  long  yfere, 

Through  many  hard  aflayes,  which  did  betide, 
.  Of  which  he  honour  ftiil  away  did  bcare. 
And  fpred  his  glory  through  all  countryes  wide. 
At  laft  as  chaunft  them  by  a  foreft  fide 
To  paffe/or  fuccour  from  the  fcorching  ray, 
They  heard  a  ruefull  voice,  that  dearnly  cride, 
With  percing  fhriekes,  and  many  a  dolefull  lay; 

Which  to  attend,  awhile  their  f  orward  fteps  they  ftay. 

But  if  that  careleffe  heuens  (qd  ftie)  defpife 
The  doome  of  iuft  rcuengc,and  take  delight 
To  fee  fad  pageaunts  of  mens  mifcries, 
As  bownd  by  them  to  liue  in  lines  delpight, 
Yet  can  they  not  warne  death  from  wretched  wight. 
Come  then,  come  (bone,  come  fweeteft  death  to  me, 
And  take  away  this  lone  lent  loathed  light: 
Sharpe  be  thy  wounds,  but  fwecte  the  medicines  be, 

That  long  captiuedfoules  from  weary  thraldome  free. 

But  thou,  fwcete  Babe,whom  frowning  froward  fat$ 
Hath  mad  e  fad  witneffe  of  thy  fachers  fall, 
Sith  heuen  thee  deignes  to  hold  in  liuing  ftate, 
Long  maift  thou  liue,  and  better  thriuewithall, 
Then  to  thy  lucklefle  parents  did  befall: 
Liue  thou,  and  to  thy  mother  dead  atteft, 
That  clearc  (lie  dide  from  blcmifh  criminal!; 
Thy  litle  hands  embrevvd  in  bleeding  breft 

Loe  I  tor  pledges  leaue.So  giue  meleaue  to  reft. 

With  that  a  deadly  fhrieke  fhe  forth  did  throw, 
That  through  the  wood  reechoed  againe, 
And  after  gaue  a  grone  fo  dcepe  and  low, 
That  fecmd  her  tender  heart  was  rent  in  twainc, 
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Or  thrild  with  point  of  thorough  piercing  paincj 
As  gentle  Hynd,  whofe  fides  with  cruel!  ftecle 
Through  laQched/orth  her  bleeding  life  docs  rainc, 
Whiles  the  fad  pang  approching  {hee  does  feele, 
Braies  out  her  lateft  brcath,and  vp  her  eies  doth  feele. 

Which  when  that  warriour  heard,  difmounting  ftraidfc 
From  his  tall  ftced,he  rufht  into  the  thick, 
And  foone  arriued,where  that  fad  pourtraift 
Of  death  and  dolour  lay,  halfe  dead,  halfe  quick, 
In  whofe  white  ahbafter  breft  did  ftick 
A  cruell  knife,  that  made  a  griefly  wownd, 
From  which  forth  gufht  a  ftream  of  gorebiood  thicka 
That  all  her  goodly  garments  ftaind  arownd, 
And  into  a  deepe  fanguinedide  the  graffy  grownd. 

Pitifull  fpc&acle  of  deadly  fmart, 

Befide  a  bubling  fountainelow  fhe  lay, 
Which  fheeincreafed  with  her  bleeding  hart, 
And  the  cleane  waues  with  purple  gore  did  ray; 
Alsin  her  lap  a  louely  babe  did  play 
His  cruellfport,  in  ftead  of  forrow  dew; 
For  in  her  ftreaming  blood  he  did  embay 
His  litlc  hands,  and  tender  ioints  embrew- 

Pitifull  fpc&acle,  as  euer  eie  did  vew. 

. 

Befides  them  both,  vpon  the  foiled  gras 

The  dead  code  of  an  armed  knight  wasfpred, 

Whofe  armour  all  with  blood  befprincied  was* 

His  ruddy  lips  did  fmyle,  and  rofy  red 

Did  paint  his  chearefull  cheekes,  yetc  being  ded, 

Seemdto  haiie  beene  a  goodly  perfonage, 

Now  in  bis  frefheft  flowre  of  lufty  hed, 

Fm  to  inflame  faire  Lady  with  loues  rage, 

But  that  fiers  fate  did  crop  the  bloffome  of  his  age. 

Whom 
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V Vhom  when  the  good  Sir  Guyou  did  behold, 
His  hart  gan  wexe  as  ftafke,  as  marble flone, 
And  hisirefh  blood  did  frieze  with  fearefull  cold. 
That  all  his  fences  feemd  bercftc  attone: 
At  laft  his  mighty  ghoft  gan  deepe  to  grone, 
As  Lion  grudging  in  his  great  difdainc, 
Mournes  inwardly,and  makes  to  him  felfe  mone. 
Til  ruth  and  fraile  affe&ion  did  conftraine. 

His  ftout  courage  to  ftoupe,  and  fhew  his  inward  painc. 

Out  of  her  gored  wound  the  cruell  fteel 
He  lightly  fnatcht,  and  did  the  floodgate  flop 
With  his  fare  garment:  then  gan  foftly  feel 
Her  feeble  pulfe,  to  proue  if  any  drop 
Ofliuing  blood  yet  in  her  veynes  did  hops 
Which  when  he  felt  to  moue,  he  hoped  fairc 
To  call  backe  life  to  her  forfaken  {hop; 
So  well  he  did  her  deadly  wounds  rcpaire, 

That atthe laft  fhee  gan  to  breath  out  liuing aire. 

Which  he  perceiuing  greatly  gan  reioice, 
And  goodly  counfell,  that  for  wounded  hart 
Is  meeteft  med  cine^tempred  with  fweete  voice^ 
Ay  me,  deare  Lady,  which  the  ymagc  art 
Of  ruefull  pitty,  and  impatient  fmart, 
What  direfull  chaunce,  armd  with  auengingfate* 
Or  curfed  hand  hath  plaid  this  cruel!  part> 
Thus  fowle  to  haften  your  vntimely  date; 

Speake,0  dear  Lady  fpeakeihelp  neuer  comes  toolatc* 

Therewith  her  dim  eie-lids  (he  vp  ganrearc* 
On  which  the  drery  death  did  fitt3  as  fad 
As  lumpoflead3and  made  darke  clouds  appeare^ 
But  when  as  him  all  in  bright  armour  clad 

Before 
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Before  her  {landing  fhe  efpiedhad, 
As  one  out  of  a  deadly  dreame  affright, 
She  weakely  ftarted,  yet  fhc  nothing  drad: 
Streigh  t  downe  againe  her  felfe  in  great  defpigh  t, 
She  groueling  threw  to  groud,  as  hating  life  and  light- 

The  gentle  knight  her  foone  with  carefull  painc 
Vplifted  light,  and  foftly  did  vphold: 
Thrife  he  her  reard,  and  thrife  ihe  funck  againc, 
Till  he  his  armes  about  her  fides  gan  fold, 
And  to  her  faidjYet  if  the  ftony  cold 
Haue  not  all  feized  on  your  frozen  hart, 
Let  one  word  fall  that  may  your  griefe  vnfold, 
And  tell  the  fecrete  ofyour  morcall  fmart; 

He  oft  finds  prefent  helpe,  who  does  his  griefe  impart. 

Then  cafting  vp  a  deadly  looke,  full  low 

Shee  fight  from  bottomeof  her  wounded  brcft> 
And  after,  many  bitter  throbs  did  throw 
With  lips  full  pale  and  foltring  tong  oppreft, 
Thefe  words  fhe  breathed  forth  from  riuen  cheftj 
Leaue,ahleaue  of,  whateuer  wight  thou  bee, 
To  lett  a  weary  wretch  from  her  dew  reft, 
And  trouble  dying  foules  tranquilitee. 

Take  not  away  now  got,which  none  would  giue  to  mcJ 

Ah  far  be  it  (faid  he)  Deare  dame  fro  mee, 
To  hinder  foule  from  her  defired  reft, 
Or  hold  fad  life  in  long  captiuitee: 
For  all  1  fecke,  is  but  to  haue  redreft 
The  bitter  pan  gs?that  doth  your  heart  infeft. 
Tell  then  O  Lady  tell,  what  fa  tall  priefe 
Hath  with  fo  huge  miffortunc  you  oppreft: 
That  I  may  caft  to  compasyour  relicfe, 

Or  die  with  you  in  forrow,and  partake  your  griefe, 

7  With 
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With  feeble  hands  then  ftretched  forth  on  hye/ 
As  heuen  accufing  guilty  of  her  death, 
And  with  dry  drops  congealed  in  her  eye, 
In  thefe  fad  wordes  (hefpent  her  vtmoft  breath: 

I  Heare  then,0  man, the  fbrrowes  that  vneath 
My  tong  can  tell,  fo  far  all  fence  they  pas: 
Loe  this  dead  corpfe,thatlies  here  vnderneath, 
The  gentleft  knight,  that  euer  on  greene  gras  (was* 

Gay  fteed  with  Ipurs  did  pricke,the  good  Sir  Mortdant 

Was,  (ay  the  while,  that  he  is  not  fo  now) 

My  Lord  my  loue^my  deare  JLord,  my  deareloue* 
So  long  as  heuens  iuft  with  equall  brow> 
Vouchfafed  to  behold  vs  from  aboue, 
One  day  when  him  high  corage  did  emmouc, 
As  wont  ye  knightes  to  feeke  aduentures  wilde, 
Hepricked  forth  his  puiffaunt  force  to  proue* 
Me  then  he  left  en  wombect  of  this  childe, 

This  luckier  childe,  whom  thus  ye  fee  with  blood  defile!* 

Him  fortuned(hard  fortune  ye  may  ghefle) 
To  come,  where  vile  Acra/14  does  wonne* 
Acrafia  a  falfe  enchaunterefle, 
That  many  errant  knightes  hath  fowle  fordonnc>' 
Within  a  wandring  Ifland,that  doth  ronnc 
And  ftray  in  perilous  gulfe,  her  dwelling  is, 
Fayre  Sir,  if  euer  there  ye  trauell,  (bonne 
The  curfed  land  where  many  wend  amis, 

And  know  it  by  the  nam  e  5  it  hight  the  Bowre  of  bits 9 

Her  blis  is  all  in  pleafure  and  delight, 

Wherewith  flic  makes  herlouersdronkenmad, 
And  then  with  words  &  weedes  of  wondrous  might* 
O  n  them  (lie  workes  her  will  to  yfes  bad: 

My 
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My  liefeft  Lord  (lie  thus  beguiled  had 
For  he  was  flefh:  (all  f.efh  doth  fray lcic  breed) 
Whom  when  I  heard  to  beenefo  ill  beftad 
Weake  wretch  I  wrapt  my  felfe  in  Palmers  weed,  j 
Arid  caft  to  feek  him  forth  through  danger  &  great  dreed 

Now  had  fayre  Cynthia  by  euen  tournes 
Full  meafured  three  quarters  of  her  yeare, 
And  thrife  three  tymes  had  fild  her  crooked  homes,  1 
Wbenas  my  wombe  her  burdein  would  forbeare, 
And  bad  me  call  Lucina  to  nie  ncaje. 
Lucina  came:  a  manchild  forth  I  brought:  (weare, 
The  woodsjthe  Nymphes5my  bowres.my  midwiues 
Hard  helpe  at  need.  So  deare  thee  babel  bought, 

Yet  nought  to  dear  I  deemd,  while  fo  my  deare  I  fought 

Himfolfought,andfoatlaft  Ifownd 

Where  him  that  witch  had  thralled  to  hpr*  will, 

In  chaines  of  luft  and  lewde  defyres  yb6w>nd 

And  fo  transformed  from  his  former  skill, 

That  me  he  knew  not3nether  his  owne  ill; 

Till  through  wife  handling  and  f  aire  gouernauiice, 

I  him  recured  to  a  better  will, 

Purged  from  drugs  of  fowle  intemperaunce: 

Then  meanes  I  gan  deuife  for  his  deliuerance. 

Which  when  the  vile  Enchauntereffe  perceiu'd<, 
How  that  my  Lord  from  her  I  would  rcpriue. 
With  cup  thus  charmd,  him  parting  (he  d^ceiud; 
Sadverfe,giue  death  te  him  that  death  dcesgiue> 
Andlojfe  ofloue7to  her  that  loues  to  Hue, 
So  foone  as  Bacchus  with  the  Nymphe  does  lincke. 
So  parted  we,  and  on  our  iourney  driue, 
Till  commincr'to  this  well5hcftouptto  drincke: 

The  charme  fulfild,dead  fuddeinly  he  do wne  did  fincke. 

Which 
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Which  when  I  wretch,Not  one  word  more  inc  fey  d 
But  breaking  of,  the  end  for  want  of  breathy 
And  fly  ding  foft,  as  downe  to  fleepe  her  lay d, 
And  ended  all  her  woe  in  quiet  death. 
That  feeing  good  Sir  Guyon,  could  vneath 
From  teares  abftayncfor  griefe  his  hart  did  grate, 
And  from  fo  heauie  fight  his  head  did  wreath, 
Accufing  fortune>  and  too  cruell  fate, 

Which  plongpd  had  faire  Lady  in  fo  wretched  ftatc. 
if 

Then  turning  to  his  Palmer  faid,Old  lyre 
Behold  the  ymage  of  mortalitie, 
And  feeble  nature  cloth'd  with  flefhly  tyre 
When  raging  paffion  with  fierce  tyranny 
Robs  reafon  of  her  dew  regalitie, 
And  makes  it  feruaunt  to  her  bafeftpart, 
The  ftrong  it  weakens  with  infirmitie : 
And  with  bold  furie  armes  the  weakeft  hart; 

The  ftrong  through  pleafure  fooneft  falles,the  weake 

(through  (mart. 

Buttemperaunce(faidhe)with  golden  fquirc 
Betwixt  them  both  can  meafureout  ameane, 
Nether  to  melt  in  pleafures  whott  defyre, 
Nor  frye  in  hartlefle  griefe  and  dolefull  tene. 
Thrife  happy  man,who  fares  them  both  at weene. 
But  fich  this  wretched  woman  ouercome 
Of  angui(h,rather  then  of  crime  hath  bene, 
Referue  her  caufe  to  her  eternall  doome, 

And  in  the  meane  vouchfafc  her  honorable  toombe. 

Palmer,qd.  he,  death  is  an  equall  doome 
To  good  and  bad,  the  commcn  In  of  reffe 
But  after  death  the  try  all  is  to  come, 
When  beft  lhall  bee  to  them,  that  liucd  befb 

But 
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But  both  aEfc  j  when  death  hath  both  fupprcft, 
Religious  reuerence  doth  buriall  teene, 
Which  who  fo  wants ,  wants  fo  much  of  his  reft: 
For  all  fo  greet  fhamc  after  death  I  weene, 

As felfe  to  dyen  bad,vnburied  bad  to  becne. 

So  both  agree  their  bodies  to  cngraue^ 

The  great  earthes  wombe  they  open  to  the  sky, 
And  with  fad  Cyprcffe  feemely  it  erataie, 
Then  couering  with  a  clod  their  clofed  eye, 

-    They  lay  therein  thofe  corfes  tenderly, 
And  bid  them  fleepe  in  euerlafting  peace. 
But  ere  they  did  their  vtmoft  obfequy, 
Sir  Guyon  more  affe&ion  to  increace, 
Bynemptafacredvow,whichnone  fhould  ay  releacc. 

The  dead  knights  fword  out  of  his  fhcath  he  drew, 
With  which  he  am  a  lock  of  all  their  heare, 
W  hich  medling  with  their  blood  &  earth,  he  threw 
Into  the  graue,  and  gan  dcuoutly  fweare; 
Such  and  fuch  euil  God  on  Guyon  reare, 
And  worfe  and  worfe  youngOrphane  be  thy  paync, 
If  I  or  thou  dew  vengeance  doe  forbeare, 
Till  guiltie  blood  her  guerdon  doe  obtayne: 
So  fhedding  many  teares,  they  clofd  the  earth  agayne. 

Cant. 
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Cant  II. 


'Babes  bloody  handes  may  not  be  clenfd,  4& 
-yjg  the  face  of  golden  Meane. 

J|  HerfifterstVoo  Extremities:  ^ 

flriue  her  to  banijh  cleave.  ^ 


^T1  Hus  when  Sir  Guyon  with  his  faithful  guydc 
A  Had  with  dew  rites  and  dolorous  lament 

The  end  of  their  fad  Tragedie  vptyde, 

The  litlc  babe  vp  in  his  amies  he  hent; 

Who  with  fweet  pleafaunce  and  bold  blandishment 

Gan  fmyle  on  them,  that  rather  ought  to  wecpe> 

As  carelefTe  of  his  ivocjor  innocent 

Of  that  was  doen5that  ruth  emperceddcepe  (ftecpe. 
In  that  knigh tes  hart;and  wordes  with  bitter  teares  did 

Ah  Iucklcfle  babe,  borne  vnder  cruell  ftarre, 
And  in  dead  parents  balcfull  afhes  bred/ 
Full  little  weeneft  thou,  what  forrowes  arc 
Left  thee  for  porcion  of  thy  liuelyhed, 

.  Poore  Orphane  in  the  wide  world  fcattcred, 
As  budding  braunch  rent  from  the  natiue  tree, 
And  thro  wen  forth,  till  it  be  withered: 
Such  is  the  ftate  of  men:  Thus  enter  we 

Into  this  life  with  woe.and  end  with  mifcrcc. 

Then  foft  him  felfe  inclyning  on  his  knee 
Downe  to  that  well;did  in  the  water  weene 
(Soloue  does  loath  difdainefull  nicitce.) 
Hisguiltiehandes  from  bloody  gore  to  clcencj 

He 
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He  wafht  them  oft  and  oft,y  et  nought  they  bcenc 
For  all  his  wafhing  cleaner.  Still  he  ftroue, 
Yet  ftill  the  licle  hands  were  bloody  feene^ 
4  The  which  him  into  great  amaz'ment  droue, 
And  into  diuerfe  doubt  his  wauering  wonder  cloue. 

He  wifl:  not  whether  blott  of  fowle  offence 
Might  not  be  purgd  with  water  nor  with  bath; 
Or  that  high  Godwin  lieu  of  innocence, 
Imprinted  had  that  token  of  his  wrath, 
To  lhew  how  fore  bloodguilcineffe  he  hat'h;* 
Or  that  the  charme  and  vcneme,which  they  dronck^ 
Their  blood  with  fecret  filth  infefted  hath, 
Being  diffufed  through  the  fencelcffe  tronck, 

That  through  the  great  contagion  direful  deadly  ftonck, 

Whom  thus  at  gaze,  the  Palmer  gan  to  bord 
With  goodly  reafon,and  thu  s  fayre  befpake5 
Ye  bene  right  hare  amated,  gratious  Lord, 
And  ofyour  ignorance  great  merueill  make, 
Whiles  caufe  not  well  concerned  ye  miftake. 
v  But  know,thatfecret  vermes  arcinfufd 
In  euery  fountaine,andin  cucrie  lake, 
Which  who  hath  skill  them  rightly  to  haue  chufd, 

To  proofc  of  paffing  wonders  hath  full  often  vfd. 

Of  thofe  fome  werefo  from  their  fourfe  indewd 
By  great  Dame  Nature,from  whofc  fruitfull  pap 
Their  welheads  fpring,and  are  with  moifture  deawdj 
Which  feedes  each  liuing  plant  with  liquid  fap, 
And  filles  with  flow  res  fayre  Flows  painted  lap: 
But  other  fome  by  guifte  af  later  grace, 
Or  by  good  prayers^r  by  other  hap, 
Had  vertue  pourd  into  their  waters  bace,  (place. 

And  thenceforth  were  renowmd,and  fought  from  place 

Such 
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Such  is  this  wclljwrought  by  occafion  ftraunge, 
Which  to  her  Nymph  befell*  Vponaday, 
As  fhc  the  woodes  with  bow  and  fhaftcs  did  raunge, 
The  hartleffe  Hynd  and  Robucke  to  difmay, 
Dan  Faunus  chaunft  to  meet  her  by  the  way, 
And  kindling  fire  at  her  fake  burning  eye, 
Inflamed  was  to  follow  beauties  chace, 
Andchaced  her,  that  faft  from  him  did  fly; 
As  Hynd  from  her,  fo  fhe  fled  from  her  enimy* 

At  laft  when  fayling  breath  began  to  faint. 
And  faw  no  meancs  to  fcape,of  fhamc  affray d, 
She  fet  her  downe  to  weepe  for  fore  conftraint, 
And  to  Diana  calling  lowd  for  aydc, 
Her  dcarebcfought,toletherdiea  mayd. 
The  goddeffe  heard,andfuddeine  where  (he  fate, 
Welling  out  ftreames  of  teares,  and  quite  difmayd 
With  ftony  feare  of  that  rude  ruftick  mate, 

Transformd  her  to  a  ftonc  from  ftedfaft  virgins  ftate. 

t,o  now  (li  e  is  that  Hone,  from  whofc  two  heads, 
As  from  two  weeping  eyes,  frelh  ftreames  do  flow, 
Yet  colde  through  feare,  and  old  conceiued  dreads; 
And  yet  the  (lone  her  fcmblance  feemes  to  (how, 
Shapt  like  a  maide ,  that  fuch  ye  may  her  know  ; 
And  yet  her  vermes  in  her  water  byde  : 
For  it  is  chafte  and  pure,  as  purcft  fnow, 
Nelets  her  waues  with  anyfilth  be  dyde, 

But  euer  like  her  felfc  vnftayned  hath  beene  trydc 

From  thence  it  comes,  that  this  babes  bloody  hand 
May  not  be  clenfd  with  water  of  this  well ; 
Ne  certes  Sir  ftriue  you  it  to  withftand, 
But  let  them  flill  be  bloody ,  as  befell, 

O  That 
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That  they  his  mothers  innocence  may  telf, 
As  Ihc  bequeathe!  in  herlaftteftament> 
That  as  a  facred  Symboleit  may  dwell 
In  her  fonnes  flefh,  to  mind  reuengement, 
And  be  for  all  chafte  Dames  an  cndleUe  moniment. 

He  hearkned  to  his  reafon,  and  the  childe 
Vptaking ,  to  the  Palmer  gaue  to  beare;^ 
But  his  fad  fathers  armes  with  blood  defilde , 
An  heauie  load  himfelfe  did  lightly  reare, 
And  turning  to  that  place,  in  which  whyleare 
Heleft  his  loftie  fteed  with  golden  fell. 
And  goodly  gorgeous  barbes,  him  found  not  the&rc- 
By  other  accident  that  earft  befell, 

He  is  conuaide.but  how  or  wherejthere  fits  not  tell. 

Whjich  when  Sir  Guyon  faw,  aff  were  he  wroth, 
Yet  algates  mote  he  foft  himfelfe  appeafe,, 
And  fairely  fare  on  foot,how  euer  loth ; 
His  double  burden  did  him  fore  difeafe. 
So  long  they  traueiled  with  litle  eafe. 
Till  that  at  laft  they  to  4  Caftle  came,. 
Built  on  a  rocke  adioyningto  the  feas, 
It  was  an  auncicnt  worke  of  antique  frame, 

And  wondrous  ftrong  by  nature^and  by  ski!fall  frame* 

Therein  three  fiflers  d  welt  of  fun  dry  fort, 
The  children  of  one  fyre  by  mothers  three; 
Who  dying  whylome  diddiuide  this  fort 
To  them  by  equal!  (hares  in  equal!  fee : 
But  ftryfull  mind,  anddiuerfe  qualitee 
Drew  them  in  partes,  and  each  made  others  foe:. 
Still  did  they  ftriue,  and  daily  difagree  y 
The  eldeft  did  againit  theyoungeft  goe, 

And  both  agakft  the  middeft  meant  to  worken  woe. 

to  Where 
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Where  when  the  knight  arriu'd  ,  he  was  right  well 
Receiu'd*  as  knight  of  fomuch  worth  became. 
Of  fecond  fifter,  who  did  far  excell 
The  other  two;  Medina,  was  her  name, 
A  fober  fad,  and  comely  courteous  Dame$ 
Who  rich  arayd,  and  yet  in  modeft  guize, 
In  goodly  garments,  that  her  well  became, 
Fayre  marching  forth  in  honorable  wize, 

Him  at  the  thrcfliold  mett,  and  well  did  cnterprize* 

She  led  him  vp  into  a  goodly  bowre, 

And  comely  courted  with  meet  modeffie, 
Ne  in  her  ipeach,  ne  in  her  hauiour , 
Was  ligh  tneffe  feene,  or  loofer  vanitre, 
But  gracious  womanhood,  and  grauitie , 
Aboue  the  reafon  of  hcryouthly  yeares : 
Her  golden  lockes  (he  roundly  did  vptyc 
In  breaded  tramels,  that  no  looker  heares 

Did  out  of  order  ftray  about  her  daintie  eares. 

Whileft  rhe  her  fclfe  thus  bufily  did  frame, 
Seemcly  to  entertaine  her  new-come  gueft, 
Newes  hereof  to  her  other  fillers  came, 
Who  all  this  while  w  ere  at  their  wanton  reft, 
Accourting  each  her  frend  with  lauifh  feft : 
They  were  two  knights  of  pereleffe  puifTaunce, 
And  famous  far  abroad  for  warlike  geft, 
Which  to  thefe  Ladies  loue  did  countenaunce, 

And  to  his  miftreffe  each  himfelfc  ftroue  to  aduauncc. 

He  that  made  loue  vnto  the  eldeft  Dame, 
Was  hight  Sir  Huddibrts ,  an  hardy  man  h 
Yet  not  fo  good  of  decdes,  as  great  ofname, 
Which  he  by  many  rafli  aduentures  wan, 

O  2  Since 
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Since  errant  armes  to  few  he  firft  began  • 
More-huge  in  ftrcngth ,  then  wife  in  workeshe  wast 
And  rea(on  with  foole-hardize  ouer  ran  5 
Sterne  melancholy  did  his  courage  pas, 

And  was  for  tcrrour  more,all  armd  in  (hyning  bras* 

But  he  that  lou'd  the  youngeft  ,  was  Satisfy y 

He  that  faire  Vm  late  fowle  outraged. 

The  moft  vnruly,  and  the  boldeft  boy, 

That  euer  warlike  weapons  mcnaged, 

And  to  all  lawleffe  luft  encouraged, 

Through  ftrong  opinion  of  his  matchleflc  might  p 

Ne  ought  he  car'd,  whom  he  endamaged 

By  tortious  wrong ,  or  whom  bereau'dof  right. 
He  now  this  Ladies  Champion  chofefor  loue  to fighr- 

Thefe  two; gay  knights,  vowd  to  fo  diucrfeloucs,' 
Each  other  does  envy  with  deadly  hate, 
And  daily  warrc  againft  his  foeman  moiics. 
In  hope  to  win  more  fauour  with  his  mate, 
And  th  others  pleafing  feruice  to  abate, 
To  magnific  his  owne.  But  when  they  heard,, 
How  in  that  place  ftraunge  knight  arriucd  late^ 
Both  knightes  and  ladies  forth  right  angry  favdr 

And  fcrcely  vnto  battell  fternc  themfelues  prepaid. 

But  ere  they  could  procecde  vnto  the  place, 
Where  he  abode,  themfelues  at  difcord  fell, 
And  cruell  combat  ioynd  in  middle  {pace  : 
With  horrible  aflault,  and  fury  fell, 
They  heapt  huge  ftrokes,  the  fcorncd  life  to  quell. 
That  all  on  vprore  from  her  fettled  feat, 
The  houfe  was  rayfd,  and  all  that  in  did  dwell; 
Seemd  that  lo  wdc  thunder  with  amazement  great 

Did  rend  the  radingskyes  with  flames  of  fouldring  heat. 

The* 
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The  nojfc  thereof  cald  forth  that  ftraunger knight, 
To  weet,  what  dreadfull  thing  was  there  in  hand ; 
Where  when  as  two  braue  knightes  in  bloody  fight 
With  deadly  rancour  he  enraunged  fond, . 
His  funbroad  ihield  about  his  wrefi  he  bond, 
And  (hyning blade  vnfheathd,  with  which  heraa 
Vnto  that  ftead,  their  ftrife  to  vnderftond  j 
And  at  his  firftarriuall,  then}  began 

With  goodly  meancs  to  pacific,  well  as  he  can* 

But  they  him  fpylng ,  both  with  greedy  forfe 

i  Attonce  vpon  him  ran,  and  him  befet 

With  ftrokes  of  mortall  fteele  without  remorfc, 

And  on  his  Ihield  like  yron  fledges  bet : 

As  whea  a  Beare  and  Tygre  being  met 

In  crucll  fight  on  lybicke  O  ccan  wide, 

Efpye  a  traueiler  with  feet  (urbet, 

Whom  they  in  equall  pray  hope  to  diuide, 
They  ftint  their  Itrifc  ,  and  him  afiayle  on  eucric  fide. 

But  he,  not  like  a  weary  traueilerc , 

Their  iharp  aflault  right  boldly  did  rebut, 
And  fuffred  not  their  blowes  to  byte  him  nere, 
But  with  redoubled  buffes  them  backe  did  put : 
Whofegrieucd  mindes,  which  choler  did  englut, 
Againfl:  themfelues  turning  their  wrathfull  fpight, 
Gan  with  new  rage  their  fhieldes  to  hew  and  cur, 
Butftill  when  Guy  on  came  to  part  their  fight, 

With  heauie  load  on  him  they  frcfhly  gan  to  (might. 

As  a  tall  (hip  tofled  in  troublous  feas, 

Whom  raging  windes  threatning  to  make  the  pray 
Of  the  rough  rockcs,doe  diuerfly  difcafc, 
Mcetes  two  contrarie  billowcs  by  the  way, 
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That  her  on  either  fide  doe  fore  aflay, 
And  boaft  to  fwallow  her  in  greedy  grauej  (way, 
Shce  (corning  both  their  fpights,does  make  wide 
And  with  her  breft  breaking  the  fomy  waue, 

Docs  ride  on  both  their  backs,&  fairc  her  (elf  doth  fauc. 

So  boldly  hehimbeares,and  rufheth  forth 
Betweene  them  both,by  conduct  of  his  blade. 
Wondrotis  great  prowefle  and  heroick  worth 
He  fhewd  that  day,  and  rare  enfample  made, 
When  two  fo  mighty  warriours  he  difmader 
Attonce  he  wards  and  ftrikes,  he  takes  and  paics, 
Now  forft  to  yield,  now  forcing  to  inuade, 
Before,  behind,  and  round  about  him  laies: 

So  double  was  his  paines,  fo  double  be  bis  praife. 

Straunge  fort  of  fight,  three  valiaunt  kn  ights  to  fee 
Three  combates  ioine  in  one,  and  to  darraine 
A  triple  warre  with  triple  enmitee, 
AH  for  their  Ladies  fro  ward  loue  to  gaine, 
Which  gotten  was  but  hate.  So  loue  docs  rainc 
In  ftouteft  minds,  and  makcth  monftrous  wane; 
He  rhaketh  warre,  he  maketh peace  againe, 
And  yetthis  peace  is  but  continuall  iarre: 

O  miferable  men,  that  to  him  fubiedt  arre, 

Whilft  thus  they  mingled  were  in  furious  atmes, 
■  The  faire  Medina  with  her  trefles  terne, 
And  naked  breft,  in  pitty  of  their  harmes,  ' 
Emongft  them  ran,  and  falling  them  beforne, 
Befought  them  by  the  womb,  which  them  had  born, 
And  by  the  bues,  which  were  to  them  moft  deare, 
And  by  the  knighthood,  which  they  lure  had  fworn, 
Their  deadly  cruell  difcord  to  forbeare, 

And  to  her  iuft  conditions  of  faire  peace  to  heare. 

But 
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But  her  two  other  fitters  ftanding  by, 

Her  lowd  gainfaid,and  both  her  champions  bad 
Purle  w  the  cad  of  their  firon-g  enmity, 
Ascuerof  thdrloues  they  would  be  glad. 
Yet  fhe  with  pitthy  words  and  coxinfellfad, 
S till  ftroue  their  ftubborne  rages  to  reuoke, 
That  at  the  lad  fupprelfing  fury  mad, 
They  gan  abftaine  from  dint  of  direfull  ftroke, 

And  hearken  to  the  fober  fpeaches,  which  (lie  fpoke.^ 

Ah  ptiiffaunt  Lords,  what  curfed  cuill  Spright, 
Or  feil  E  y  'mnjs  in  your  noble  harts, 
Her  heililh  brond  hath  kindled  with  defpight, 
And  ftird  you  vp  to  worke  your  wilfull  fmarts  ? 
Is  this  the  ioy  cfarines?  be  thefe  the  parts 
Of  glorious  knighthood,  after  blood  to  thruft, 
And  not  regard  dewrightandiuftdefarts? 
Vaincis  the  vaunt,  and  victory  vniuft, 

That  more  to  mighty  hads,th€  rightful  caufe  doth  truft. 

And  were  their  rightfull  caufe  ofdifFerencc, 
Yet  were  not  better,  fayre  it  to  accord, 
Then  with  bloodguiltneile  to  heape  offence, 
And  mortal  vengeaunce  ioyne  to  crime  abhord^ 
O  fly  from  wrath,  fly,  O  my  liefeflLord: 
Sad  be  the  fights,  and  bitter  fruites  of  warrc, 
And  thoufand  furies  wait  on  wrathfullfword; 
Ne  ought  the  praife  of  pro  welTe  more  doth  marrc, 

Thenfowle  reuenging  ragc;and  bafe  contentious  iarre. 

But  louely  concord,  and  moft  facred  peace 
Doth  nourifh  ver cue,  and  fail:  friendfhip  breeds; 
Weake  fhe  make  ftrog,&  firong  thing  doesincreacc, 
Tdl  it  the  pitch  of  higheft  praife  exceeds: 

O  4  Brauc 
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Braue  be  her  warres,  and  honorable  deeds, 
By  which  fhe  triumphes  oucr  yre  and  pride , 
And  winnes  an  Oliue  girlond  for  her  meeds: 
Be  therefore,  O  my  deare  Lords>  pacifide, 
And  this  mifleeming  difcord  meekely  lay  afide. 

Her  gracious  words  their  rancour  did  appall, 
And  funcke  fo  deepc  into  their  boyling  brefts, 
That  downe  they  lett  their  cruell  weapons  fall, 
And  lowly  did  abafe  their  lofty  crefts 
To  her  faire  prefence,  and  dilcrete  behefts. 
Then  fhe  began  a  treaty  to  procure, 
Andftablifh  termes  betwixt  both  their  requcfts, 
That  as  a  law  for  euer  fliould  endure; 
Which  to  obferue  in  word  of  knights  they  did  allure. 

W  hich  to  confirme,  and  faft  to  bind  their  league, 
After  their  weary  fweat  and  bloody  toile, 
She  them  befought,  during  their  quiet  treague* 
Into  her  lodging  to  repaire  a  while, 
To  reft  themfelues,and  grace  to  reconcile. 
They  foone  confent:  fo  forth  with  her  they  fare, 
Where  they  are  wcllreceiud,  and  made  tofpoile 
Themfelues  of  foiled  amies,  and  to  prepare 

Their  minds  to  pleafure,&  their  mouths  to  dainty  fare. 

And  thofe  two  froward  fitters,  their  faire  loucs 

Came  with  them  eke,  all  were  they  wondrous  loth* 
And  f  ainect  cheare,as  for  the  time  behoues, 
But  could  not  colour  yet  fo  well  the  troth, 
But  that  their  natures  bad  appeard  in  both: 
Tor  both  did  at  their  fecond  fitter  grutch, 
And  inly  grieue,  as  doth  an  hidden  moth 
The  inner  garment  frett,  not  th'vtter  touch;  (mutch- 
One  though  t  her  cheare  too  liile,th'other  thought  too 


Cant.  II.  the  Faery  Queene  2IJ 

Eliffa  (fo  the  eldeft  highr)  did  deemc 

Such  entertainment  bafe,ne  ought  would  cat, 

Nc  ought  would  fpcake,  but  euermore  did  fecmc 

As  difcontcne  for  want  of  merth  or  meat; 

Nofolace  could  her  Paramour  in  treat 

Her  once  to  fhow,  ne  court,  nor  dalliauncc, 

But  with  bent  lowring  browes,  as  fhe  would  threat, 

She  fcould,and  frownd  with  fro  ward  countenaunce, 

Vn worthy  of  faire  Ladies  comely  gouernauncc. 

But  young  Periflk  was  of  other  my  nd, 

Full  of  difport,  ftili  laughing,  loofely  ligh  t, 
And  quite  contrary  to  her  fitters  kynd; 
No  meafure  in  her  mood,  no  rule  of  right, 
But  poured  out  in  pleafureand  delight; 
In  wine  and  meats  ihc  flowd  aboue  the  banck, 
And  in  execfle  exceeded  her  owne  might- 
In  fumptuous  tire  fhe  ioyd  her  fclfc  to  pranck, 

But  of  her  loue  too  lauiih  (litle  baue  fhe  thanck.) 

Firft  by  her  fide  did  fi  tt  the  bold  Sansloy^ 
Fitt  mate  for  fuch  a  mincing  mincon, 
Who  in  her  loofenefle  tooke  exceeding  ioyj 
Might  not  be  found  a  francker  franion, 
Of  her  lea wd  parts  to  m  ake  companion: 
But  HuddibraS)  more  like  a  Malecontent, 
Did  fee  and  grieuc  at  his  bold  fafhion; 
Hardly  could  he  endure  his  hardiment, 

Yett  ftill  he  fatt,  and  inly  did  him  felfe  torment. 

I 

Betwixt  them  both  the  faire  Medwa  htc 
With  fober  grace,  and  goodly  carriage: 
With  equall  meafure  fhe  did  moderate 
The  ftrong  extremities  of  their  outrage, 

That 
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That  forward  pairc  flie  euer  would  aflwage, 
When  they  would  ftriuedew  rcafon  toexceedj 
But  that  fame  froward  twaine  would  accorage, 
And  of  her  plenty  adde  vnto  their  need: 
So  kept  fhe  them  in  ordcr,and  her  felfe  in  heed. 

Thus  fairely  (hec  attempered  her  feaft, 
And  pleafd  them  all  with  meetc  fatiety: 
At  laft  when  luft  of  meat  and  drinke  was  ceaft, 
She  Guy  on  deare  befought  ofcurtefie, 
To  tell  from  whence  he  came  through  ieopardy. 
And  whether  now  on  new  aduenture  bo  wad. 
Who  with  bold  grace,  and  comely  grauity, 
Drawing  to  him  the  eies  of  ail  arownd, 

From  lofty  fiege  began  thefe  words  aloud  to  fownd. 

This  thy  demaund,  O  Lady,  doth  reuiue 
Frefh  memory  in  me  of  that  great  Queene, 
Great  and  mod  glorious  virgin  Queene  aliue, 
That  with  her  foueraine  powre,  and  fcepter  flhene 
All  Faery  lond  does  peaceably  fuftenc. 
In  wideft  Ocean  (he  her  throne  does  rearc, 
That  ouer  all  the  earth  it  may  be  feene; 
As  morning  Sunns  her  bearnes  difpredden  clcare, 

And  in  her  face  faire  peace,and  mercy  doth  appcare. 

In  her  the  richest  of  all  heauenly  grace, 
In  chiefe  degree  are  heaped  vp  on  hye: 
And  all  that  els  this  worlds  enclofure  bace* 
Hatb  great  or  glorious  in  mortall  eye, 
Adomes  the  perfon  of  her  Maieftye  j 
That  men  beholding  fo  great  excellence, 
And  rare  perfeftion  in  mortalitye, 
Doc  her  adore  withfacred  reuerence, 

As  th'Idole  of  her  makers  great  magnificence. 

To 
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To  her  I  homage  and  my  feruicc  owe, 

In  number  of  the  noblcft  knightcs  on  ground, 
Mongft  whom  on  me  (he  deigned  to  beftowe 
OrJer  of  Afaydcnbead the  moft  renovvnd, 
That  may  this  day  in  all  the  world  be  found, 
An  y  earely  folemne feaft  fhc  wontes  to  make 
The  day  that  firft  doth  lead  the  yeare  around  5 
To  which  all  knights  of  worth  and  courage  bold 

Refort,  to  heare  of  ftraungc  aduentiires  to  be  told. 

There  this  old  Palmer  fhewd  himfelfe  that  day, 
And  to  that  mighty  Princefle  did  complainc 
Ofgrieuousmifchicfes,  which  a  wicked  Fay 
Had  wrought,and  many  whelmd  in  deadly  paine, 
Whereof  he  craud  redreffc.  My  Soucraine, 
Whofe  glory  is  in  gracious  deeds,  and  ioyes 

j    Throughout  the  w  orld  her  mercy  to  maintaine* 
Eftfoones  deuifd  redreffe  for  fuch  annoyes; 

Me  all  vnfitt  for  fo  great  purpofe  fhe  employes* 

Now  hath  faire  Phebe  with  her  (Hirer  face 

Thrife  feene  the  fhadowes  of the  neachcr  world* 

Sith  lafl:  I  left  that  honorable  place, 

In  which  her  roiall  pretence  is  entroldj 

Ne  euer  (hall  I  reft  in  houfe  nor  hold* 

Till  1  that  falfe  Acrafia  haue  wonne; 

Of  whofe  fowle  deedes,too  hideous  to  bee  told 

I  witneffe  am,  and  this  their  wretched  fonncr 
Whofe  wof  all  parents  Ihe  hath  wickedly  fordonoe, 

Tell  on,  fayre  Sir5faid  (he,  that  dolcfull  tale, 

From  which  fid  ruth  does  fecme  you  tareftrarne. 

That  wc  may  pitty  fuch  vnhappie  bale, 

And  learne  from  pieafures  poyfon  to  abffcme; 

HI 
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Ill  by  enfample  good  doth  often  gaync. 
Then  forward  he  his  purpofe  gan  purfew, 
And  told  the  ftory  of  the  morcallpayne, 
\NKfch-LMordant  and  Arnauia  did  rew; 
As  with  lamenting  eyes  him  felfe  did  lately  vcw. 

Night  was  far  fpent>and  now  in  Ocean  deep 
<9r/^,flyingfaftfromhifling  fnake, 
His  flaming  head  did  haften  for  to  fteep, 
When  of  his  pitteous  tale  he  end  did  make, 
Whilft  with  delight  of  that  he  wifely  fpake, 
Thofe  gueftes  beguyled,did  beguyle  their  eye* 
Of  kindly  flecpe,  that  did  them  oucLtakeo 
At  laft  when  they  had  markt  the  chaunged  skyes, 

They  wift  their  hour e  was  fpet  jthe  each  to  reft  him  hyes 

Cant.  III. 


"~  Vain*  Braggadoccbio  getting  Cjuyons 
horfe  is  made  the  fiornc 
Of  knighthood  trew,  and  is  offayre 
BelphoebefoVtleforlorne. 


S Oone  as  the  morrow  fayre  with  purple  beames 
Difperft  the  fhadowes  of  the  mifty  night, 
And  Titan  playing  on  the  eaftern  ftreames, 
Gan  cleare  the  deawy  ayre  withfpringinglighr, 
Sir  Guyon  mindfull  of  his  vow  yplight, 
Vpcofc  from  drowfie  couch,and  him  addreft 
Vnto  the  iourney  which  he  had  behight: 
His  puiflaaint  armes  about  his  noble  breft, 
And  many-fold:d  (hield  he  bound  about  his  wrcft. 

Then 
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Then  taking  Conge  of  that  virgin  purey 
The  bloody-handed  babe  vnto  her  truth 
Didearnefflycommitt,and  herconiurc, 
In  vertuous  lore  to  trainc  his  tender  youth, 
And  all  that  gentle  noriture  enfueth: 
And  that  fo  faone  as  ryper  yeares  he  rough  t, 
He  might  for  memory  of  that  dayes  ruth, 
Be  called  Rttddymane^znA  thereby  taught^ 

Taucngc  his  Parents  death  on  the,that  had  it  wrought 

So  forth  he  farinas  now  befell,  on  foot, 
Sith  his  good  fteed  is  lately  from  him  gone; 
Patience  perforce:  helplcffe  what  may  it  boot 
To  frett  for  anger^or  for  gricfe  to  mone> 
His  Palmer  now  fhall  foot  no  more  alone: 
So  fortune  wrought,  as  vnder  grccne  woodes  fyde 
He  lately  hard  that  dying  Lady  grone , 
He  left  his  fteed  withour,and  fpeare  befyde^ 

And  rulhed  in  on  foot  to  ayd  her,  ere  flic  dydc. 

The  whylcs  a  lofell  wandring  by  the  way,. 

One  thatto  bountie  neucr  caft  his  mynd, 

Ne  thought  of  honour  cucr  did  aflay 

His  bafcr  brcflybutin  his  keftrell  kynd 

A  plcafing  vaine  of  glory  he  did  fynd^ 

To  which  his  flowing  toung3and  troublous  fprighc 

Gaue  him  great  ayd,and  made  him  more  inclynd; 

He  that  braue  fteed  there  finding  ready  dight, 
Purloynd  both  fteed  and  fpcare,and  ran  away  full  lights 

Now  gan  his  harr  allfwelf  in  io!lityr 

And  of  him  felfc  great  hope  and  help  conceiu'd^ 
•  That  puffed  vp  with  Gnoke  of  vanity, 
Andyvith  felfe-loued  perfonage  decern'^ 
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He  gati  to  hope,  of  men  tobereceiu'd 
For  fuch ,as  he  him  thought;or  faine  would  bee: 
But  for  in  court  gay  uortaunce  he  perceiu'd, 
And  gallant  fhew  to  be  in  greateft  gree, 
Eftfoones  to  court  he  caft  t'aduaunce  his  firft  degree.1 

And  by  the  way  he  chaunced  to  efpy 
One  fitting  ydle  on  a  funny  banck3 
To  whom  auaunting  in  great  brauery, 
AsPeacocke,thathrs  painted  plumes  doth  pranck. 
He  fmotehis  courfer  in  the  trembling  Ranck, 
And  to  him  threatned  his  hart-thrilling  fpeare: 
Thefeely  man  feeing  himrydefo  ranck, 
And  ayme  at him,fell  flatt  to  ground  for  feare, 

And  crying  Mercy  loud;his  pitious  handes  gan  rcare. 

Thereat  the  Scarcrow  wexed  wondrous  prowd, 
Through  fortune  of  his  firft  aduenture  fay  re, 
And  with  big  thundring  voice  reuyld  him  lowd$ 
VileCaytiue,vafTallof  dread  anddefpayre3 
Vnworthie  of  tke  commune  breathed  ayre, 
Why  liucft  thou,dead  dog,  a  lenger  day, 
And  doeft  not  vnto  death  thy  felfe  prepayre. 
Dy,  or  thy  felfe  my  captiuc  yield  for,  ay; 

Great  fauour  I  thee  graunt,for  aunfwere  thus  to  flay. 

Hold,0  deare  Lord,hold  your  dead-  doing  hand, 
Then  loud  he  cryde,  I  am  your  humble  thrall. 
Ah  wretch  (qd.  he)  thy  deftinies  withftand 
My  wrathfull  will,and  doe  for  mercycalU 
I  giue  thee,  life:  therefore  proftrated  fall, 
AndkifTe  my  ftirrup*  that  thy  homage  bee. 
The  Mifer  threw  him  felfe,as  an  OfFall, 
Streight  at  his  foot  in  bafe  humilitee,  £ 

And  clccped  him  his  Uege,  to  hold  of  him  in  fee. 


Cdnt.lIT,         thFaerkQjwenz.  tzi 

So  happy  peace  they  made  and  faire  accord: 
Eftfoones  this  lkgcmafl  gan  to  wcxe  more  bold, 
And  when  he  felt  the  folly  of  his  Lord, 
In  his  owne  kind  he  pan  him  felfe  tfnfold: 
For  he  was  wylie  witted,  and  growne  old 
In  cunning  fleightes  and  pra&ick  knauery. 
From  that  day  forth  he  cad  for  to  vphold 
His  ydle  humour  with  fine  flattery, 
And  blow  the  bellowes  to  hisfwclling  vanity, 

Trompart  fi  tt  m&n  for  Br&ggadochio, 

To  feme  at  court  in  view  of  vaunting  eye; 
Vaineglorious  man,  when  fluttring  wind  does  blow 
In  his  light  winges,  is  lifted  vp  to  skye: 
Thefcorne  of  knighthood  and  trew  cheualrye, 
To  rfiinke  withou  t  defer  t  of  gentle  deed3 
And  noble  worth  to  be  aduaunced  hye; 
Such  prayfe  is  fhame^  but  honour  vertues  meed 
Doth  beare  the  fayreft  flowre  in  honourable  feed- 
So  forth  they  pas,a  well  confortedpayre, 

Till  that  at  length  with  ^nhimage  they  meet: 
Who/eeing  one  th  at  (hone  in  armour  fayre, 
On  goodly  courfe  thondring  with  his  feet, 
Eftfoones  fuppofed  him  a  perfon  meet, 
Ofhisreuengeto  make  theinftrument: 
For  fince  the  Redcroffh  knight  he  erft  did  weer, 
To  beene  with  Guy  on  knitt  in  one  confent, 
The ill>  which  earn:  to  him,he  now  taGuyon  ment. 

Andcomming  clofe  to  Trempart  gan  inquerc 
Of  him,  whatmightie  warriour  that  mote  bee, 
That  rode  in  golden  fell  with  fingle  fpere, 
But  wantedfwofd  to  wreake  his  enmuee, 

.  He 
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He  is  a  great  aducnturer,(faid  he) 
That  hath  his  l  word  through  hard  affay  forgone, 
And  now  hath  vowd,tillhc  auenged  bee, 
Of  that  defpigh-t,  neuer  to  wearen  none; 
That  fpcare  is  him  enough  to  doen  a  thoufand  grone. 

Th'enchaunter  greatly  ioyed  in  the  vaunt, 
And  weened  well  ere  long  his  will  to  win, 
And  both  his  foen  with  cquall  foyle  to  daunt. 
Tho  to  him  louting  lowly  did  begin 
To  plaine  of  wronges,  which  had  committed  bin 
By  Guycn^nA  by  that  falfc  Redcrojfe  knight, 
Which  two  through  treafon  and  deceiptfull  gin, 
Had  flay nc  Sir  Mordant  ^ni,  his  Lady  bright: 
That  mote  him  honour  win,to  wreak  fo  foulc  defpight. 

Therewith  all  fuddcinly  he  feemd  enragd, 

And  threatned  death  with  dreadfullcountenaunce, 
As  if  their  Hues  had  in  his  hand  beene  gagd;  . 
And  with  ftiffe  force  fhaking  his  mortall  launce, 
To  let  him  weet  his  doughtie  valiauncc. 
Thus  faid;  Old  man,great  fare  fhalbe  thy  meed, 
If  where  thofe  knights  for  feare  of  dew  vengeauncc 
Doc  lurke,thou  certeinly  to  mcc  arecd, 

Th#  I  may  wreake  on  them  their  hainous  hateful  deed. 

Certes,my  Lord,  (faid  he)  that  (hall  I  foone, 
And  giue  you  eke  good  helpe  to  their  decay, 
But  mote  I  wifely  you  aduife  to  doon; 
Giue  no  ods  to  your  foes,but  doe  puruay 
Your  fclfe  of  fword  before  that  bloody  day: 
for  they  be  two  the  proweft  knights  on  grownd,  ^ 
And  oft  approu'd  in  many  hard  affay, 
And  eke  of  furcft  (teele,that  may  be  fownd, 

Doc  arme  your  felf  againft  that  day,them  to  confownd. 

Dotard 
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Dotard,  (faide  jjc  ;  let  be  thy  dcepe  aduife; 

Sesmes  that  through  many  yeares  thy  wits  thee  faile, 
And  that  weake  eld  hath  left  thee  nothing  wife, 
Els  neuer  fliould  thy  judgement  be  fo  frayle, 
To  meafurc  manhood  by  the  fword  or  mayle. 
Is  not  enough  fowrc  quarters  of  a  man, 
Withouten  fword  or  ftiield,  an  hofte  to  quayle? 
Thou  litle  woteft,  what  this  right-hand  can :  (wan. 

Spcake  they,  which  haue  beheldthe  battailes ,  which  it 

The  man  was  much  abaftied  at  his  boaft  5 
Yet  well  he  wift,  that  who  fo  would  contend 
With  either  of  thofeknightes  on  euencoaft, 
Should  neede  of  all  his  armes ,  him  to  defend  * 
Yet  feared  leaft  his  boldneffe  fhould  offend,  «  ut  I 
When  Braggadocio  faide,  Once  I  did  fweare,  (end, 
When  with  one  fword  feuen  knightcs  I  brought  to 
Thence  forth  in  battaile  neuer  fword  to  beare, 

But  it  were  that,  which  nobleft  knight  on  earth  doth 

weare. 

Pcrdy  Sir  knight,  faide  then  th'enchauntcr  bliue, 
That  fhall  I  fhortly  purchafe  to  your  hond : 
For  now  the  beft  and  nobleft  knight  aliue, 
Prince  Arthur  is,that  wonnes  in  Faerie  lond; 
He  hath  a  fword,that  flames  like  burning  bronck 
The  fame  by  my  deuice  I  vndertakc 
Shall  by  to  morrow  by  thy  fide  be  fond. 
At  which  bold  word  that  boafter  gan  to  quake, 

And  wondrcdin  his  minde,  what  mote  that  Monfter 

(make. 

He  ftay  d  not  for  more  bidding,  but  away 
Wasfuddcin  vanifhed  out  of  his  fight : 
The  Northcrne  winde  his  wings  did  broad  difplay 
At  his  conimaund,  and  reared  him  vp  light 

P  Fro»m 
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From  of  the  earth ,  to  take  his  aerie  flight. 
They  lookt  about,  but  no  where  could  efpye 
Trad  of  his  foot :  then  dead  through  great  affright 
They  both  nigh  were,  and  each  bad  other  fly  e : 
Both  fled  attonce,  ne  euer  backc  retourned  eye. 

Till  that  they  come  vnto  a  forreft  greene, 

In  which  they  fhrowd  thefelues  from  caufelesfearej 
Yetfeare  them  followes  ftill,  where  fo  they  beene, 
Each  trembltngleafe, and  whittling  wind  they  heare, 
As  ghaftly  bug  does  vnto  them  affeare : 
Yet  both  doe  ftriue  their  fearefulneffe  to  faine. 
At  laft  they  heard  a  home,  that  (hrilled  cleare 
Throughout  the  wood,  that  ecchoedagaine, 

And  made  the  forreft  ring ,  as  it  would  riue  in  twaine. 

Eft  through  the  thickc  they  heard  one  rudely  rnfli; 
With  noyfe  whereof  he  from  his  lofcieftced 
Downe  fell  to  ground,  and  crept  into  a  bufh, 
To  hide  his  coward  head  from  dying  dreed. 
But  Trcmfxirt  ftoutly  ftayd  to  taken  heed, 
Of  what  might  hap.  Eftfoone  there  ftepped  foorth 
A  goodly  Ladie  clad  in  hunters  weed, 
Thatfeemd  to  be  a  woman  of  great  worth, 

And  by  her  (lately  portance,  borne  of  heauenly  birth* 

Her  face  fo  faireas  ffcfh  it  feemed  nor, 

But  heuenly  pourtraift  of  brigh^Angels  hew, 
Cleare  as  the  skye,  withouten  blame  or  blot, 
Through  goodly  mixture  of  complexions  dew  \ 
And  in  her  cheekes  the  vermeill  red  did  fiiew 
Like  rofes  in  a  bed  of  hllies  fhed, 
The  which  ambrofiall  odours  from  them  threw. 
And  gazers  fence  with  double  pleafure  fed, 

Hable  to  heale  the  ficke^and  to  reuiue  the  ded* 


Cant.HL        the  Faerie  Qtteene.  225 

In  her  fairc  eyes  two  liuing  lamps  did  flame, 
Kindled  aboue  at  th'hcuenly  makers  light, 
And  darted  fyric  bcamcs  out  of  the  fame, 
So  palfing  perfant,  and  fo  wondrous  bright, 
That  quite  bereau'd  the  rarti  beholders  fight  : 
In  them  the  blinded  god  his  luftfull  fyre 
To  kindle  oft  affayd,  but  had  no  mighty 
For  with  dredd  Ma*cftic3and  awfuli  yre, 

She  broke  his  wanton  darts,  and  quenched  bace  defyre* 

Her  y uorie  forhead,  full  of  boun tie  brauc, 
Like  a  broad  table  did  it  felfe  difpred, 
ForLoue  his  lofcietriumphestoengraue, 
And  write  the  battailcs  of  his  great  godhed: 
All  good  and  honour  might  therein  be  red  : 
For  there  their  dwe'ling  was.  And  when  fhefpakc, 
S wcete  wordes,  like  dropping  honny  fhe  did  fticd, 
And  t  wixt  the  perlcs  and  rubins  fofdy  brake 

Afiluer  found,  that  heauenly  mufickefeemdto  makc« 

Vpon  her  eyelids  many  Graces  (ate,  f 
Vnder  the  fhadow  of  her  euen  bro  wes, 
Working  belgardes,  and  amorous  rctrate, 
And  euerie  one  her  with  a  grace  endowes : 
And  euerie  one  with  mcckeneffe  to  her  bowes* 
So  glorious  mirrhour  of  celeftiall  grace, 
And  fouerainc  moniment  of  mortal!  vowes, 
How  fhallfraylc  pen  delcriue  her  heauenly  face, 

For  feare  through  want  of  skill  her  beauty  to  difgrace> 

So  faire,  and  thoufand  thoufand  times  more  fairc 
She  (ecmd,  when  fhe  prefenced  was  to  fight, 
And  wasyclad,  for  heat  of  fcorchingaire, 
All  in  afilken  Camus  lylly  whighc, 

P  2  Purfled 
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Purfled  vponwkhmany  a  folded  plight, 
Which  all  aboue  befprinckled  was  throughout, 
With  golden  aygulets,thatgliftred  bright, 
Like  twinckling (terres,  and  all  the  skift  about 

Was  hemd  with  golden  fringe 

Below  her  ham  her  weed  did  fomcwhat  trayne, 
And  her  ftreight  legs  mod  brauely  wereembayld 
In  gilden  buskins  of  coftly  Cordwayne, 
All  bard  with  golden  bendes,which  wfcre  entayld 
With  curious  antickes,and  full  fayre  311  may  Id : 
Before  they  faftned  were  vnder  her  knee 
In  a  rich  iewell  3  and  therein  entrayld 
The  ends  of  all  the  knots,  that  none  might  fee, 

How  they  within  their  fouldings  clofe  enwrapped  bee. 

Like  two  faire  m  arblc  pillours  they  did  feene, 
Which  doe  the  temple  of  the  Gods  fupport, 
W  horn  ?11  the  people  decke  withgirlands  greene, 
And  honour  in  their  feftiuall  refort ; 
Thofe  fame  with  ftately  grace,  and  princely  port 
She  taught  to  tread,  when  flic  her  felfe  would  grace, 
But  with  the  woody  Nymphes  when  fhe  did  play, 
Or  when  the  flying  Libbard  flic  did  chace, 

She  could  them  nimbly  moue,  and  after  fly  apace. 

And  in  her  hand  a  fharpe  borc-fpeareflieheld,] 
And  at  her  backe  a  bow  and  quiuer  gay, 
Stuft  with  fteele-headed  dartcs ,  wherewith  flic  qucld 
The  faluagc  beaftcs  in  her  vidtorious  play, 
Knit  with  a  golden  bauldricke,  which  forelay 
Athwart  her  (iiowy  breft,  and  did  diuide 
Her  daintie  paps;  which  like  young  fruit  in  May 
Now  little  gan  to  fwell,  and  being  tide, 

Through  her  thin  weed  their  places  onlyfignifide. 

Her 
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Her  yellow  lockcs  crifped^Iike  golden  wyre, 
About  her  fhoulders  weren  loofely  flied, 
And  when  the  winde  emongft  them  did  infpyre, 
They  waued  like  a  penon  wy de  difpred 
And  low  behinde  her  backe  were  Scattered : 
And  whether  arc  it  were,  or  heedelefle  h  ap, 
As  through  the  flouring  forreft  rafli  fhe  fled, 
In  her  rude  heares  fweetflowres  themfelues  did  lap, 
And  flourifhing  f  refh  leaucs  and  bloflbmes  did  enwrap. 

Such  as  DUna  by  the  fandy  fhore 

Of  f  wift  Eurotas  3  or  on  Cynthus  grcene. 

Where  all  the  Nymphcs  haue  her  vnwares  forlore, 

Wandreth  alone  with  bow  and  arrowes  keene, 

Tofeeke  her  game :  Or  as  that  famous  Quecne 

Of  Jmt^o  w,  whom  Pyrrhus  diddeftroy, 

Th*  day  that  firft  of  Priamc  {he  was  feene, 

Did  fliew  her  felfc  in  great  triumphant  ioy , 

Tofuccour  the  weake  ftatc  of  fad  affli&cd  Trey . 

Such  when  as  hartlefTc  T rompArt  her  did  vevv, 
He  was  difmayed  in  his  coward  minde. 
And  doubted,  whether  he  himfelfe  (hould  Ihcw, 
Or  fly  away,  or  bide  alone  behinde : 
Both  feare  and  hope  he  in  her  face  did  finde. 
When  fhe  at  laft  him  fpying  thus  befpake  ^ 
Hayle  Groome;  didft  not  thou  fee  a  bleeding  Hy  nde, 
Whoferight  haunch  earfl:  my  fledfaft  arrow  ftrake? 

If  thou  didft,  tell  me5  that  I  may  her  ouertakc. 

Wherewith  reviu'd ,  this  anfwere  forth  he  threw 
O  Goddefle,  ( for  fuch  I  thee  take  to  bee  )  i 
For  nechcr  dath  thy  face  terreftriall  fhew, 
Nor  voycefound  mortall;I  auow  to  thee, 

P  3  Such 
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Such  wounded  beaft,  as  that,  I  did  not  fee, 

Sith  earft  into  this  forreft  wild  I  came. 

Bur  mote  thy  goodlyhed  forgiue  it  mee, 

To  weccc  ,which  of  the  Gods  I  fhall  thee  pame, 
That  vnto  thee  dew  worfhip  I  may  rightly  frame* 

To  whom  fiie  thus ,  but  ere  her  words  enfewd, 
Vnto  the  bufhher  eye  did  fuddein  glaunce, 
In  which  vaine  Braggadocchio  was  mewd, 
And  faw  it  ftirre:  fiie  lefte  her  percing  lannce,. 
And  towards  gan  a  deadly  fhafte  aduaunce, 
In  mind  to  marke  the  beaft.  At  which  fad  ftowrr, 
Trowpart  forth  ftept,  to  (lay  the  mortall  ehaunce, 
Out  crying,  O  whateuerheuenly  powre, 

Or  earthly  wight  thou  be^  withhold  this  deadly  howre* 

O  ftay  thy  hand;  for  yonder  is  no  game 
For  thy  fiers  arrowes,  them  to  exercize, 
Butloe  my  Lord,  my  liegc,whofe  warlike  name, 
Is  far  renowmd  through  many  bold  emprize* 
And  now  in  ftade  he  (hrowdedyonder  hes. 
She  (hid:  with  that  he  crauld  out  of  his  ne(l? 
Forth  creeping  on  his  caittue  hands  and  thies. 
And  (landing  ftbutly  vp,  his  lofty  creft 

Did  fiercely  fliakcandrowze^scommmglate  frorelU 

As  fearful!  fowle,  thatlong  in  fecret  caue 
For  dread  of  Coring  hauke  her  felfe  hath  hid, 
N  ot  caring  how  her  filly  life  to  faue, 
She  her  gay  painted  plumes  difordcrid , 
Seeing  at  lait  her  felfe  from  daunger  rid, 
Peepcs  forth,  and  foone  renew  sher  natme  pride? 
She  gins  her  feathers  fowle  diffigured 
Prowdly  to  prune,  and  fett  on  euery  fide, 

So  (hakes  6ff0iame>ue  thinks  how  crftfoc  did  her  hide. 

So 
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'So  when  her  goodly  viftge  he  beheld, 

He  gan  himfelfe  to  vaunt :  but  when  he  vewd 
Thofe  deadly  tooles,  which  in  her  hand  flic  held, 
Sooneinto  other  fitcs  he  was  tranfmewd, 
Till  ftie  to  him  her  gracious  fpeach  renewd; 
All  haile.  Sir  knight,  and  well  may  thee  befall, 
As  all  the  like,  which  honor  hauepurfewd 
Through  deeds  of  armes  and  pro  wefle  marciall; 

All  vertue  merits  praife,but  fuch  the  moft  of  all. 

To  whom  he  thus,  O  faireft  vnder  skie, 

Tre  w  be  thy  words,  and  worthy  of  thy  praife, 
That  warlike  feats  doeft  higheftglorific. 
Therein  I  haue  fpent  all  my  youthly  daies, 
And  many  battailes  fought,  and  many  fraics 
Throughout  the  world,  w  her  fo  they  might  be  foQd* 
Endeuoring  my  dreaded  name  to  raife 
Abouethe  Moone,  that  fame  may  it  refound 

In  her  eternall  tromp,  with  laurell  girlond  cround. 

But  what  art  thou,  O  Lady,  which  doeft  raungc 
In  this  wilde foreft,  wb  ere  no  pleafure  is, 
And  doeft  not  it  for  ioyous  court  exchaunge, 
Emongft  thine  equall  peres,  where  happy  blis 
And  all  delight  does  raigne,  much  more  then  this? 
Therethou  maift  loue,  and  dearly  loued  be, 
And  fwim  in  pleafure,  which  thou  here  doeft  mis; 
There maift  thou  beft  be  feene,  and  beft  maift fee: 

The  wood  is  fit  for  beafts,  the  court  is  fitt  for  thee. 

Who  fo  in  pompe  of  prowd  eftate  (qd .  fhe) 
Does  fwim,  and  bathes  him  felfe  in  courtly  blis, 
Does  wafte  his  day  es  in  darke  obfeuritee, 
And  in  obliuion  eucr  buried  is: 

P  4  Where 
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Where  eafe  abownds,yt's  eath  to  doe 'amis; 
But  who  his  limbs  with  labours,  and  his  mynd 
Behaues  with  cares,  cannot fo  eafy  mis. 
Abroad  in  armes,  at  home  in  ftudious  kynd 
Who  feekes  with  painfull  toile,lhal  honor  fooneft  fynd . 

In  woods,  in  waues,  in  warres  fhe  wonts  to  dwell, 
And  wilbefound  with  perill  and  with  pauiej 
Ne  can  the  man,that  moulds  in  ydlc  cell, 
Vnto  her  happy  manfion  attaine: 
Before  her  gatchigh  God  did  S weate  ordainc, 
And  wakefull watches euer  to  abide: 
But  eafy  is  the  way,  and  paflagc  plainc 
To  pleafures  pallace;  it  may  foone  be  fpide, 

And  day  and  night  her  dores  to  all  ftand  open  wide. 

In  Princes  courr.  The  reft  fhe  would  haue  fay d, 
But  that  the  foolifh  man,  fild  with  delight 
Of  her  fweete  words,  that  all  his  fence  difmayd, 
And  with  her  wondrous  beauty  rauifht  quight, 
Gan  burne  in  filthy  luft,  and  leaping  light, 
Thought  in  his  baftard  armes  her  to  embrace. 
With  that  fhe  fwaruingbackc,hcr  Iauelin  bright 
Againft  him  bent, and  tiercely  did  menace: 
So  turned  her  about,  and  fled  away  apace. 

Which  when  thePefaunt  faw,  amazd  he  flood, 
And  gricued  at  her  flight;  yet  durft  he  nott 
Purfe w  her  ftcps,  through  wild  vnknowen  wood;, 
Befides  he  feard  her  wrath,and  threatned  fhott 
.  Whiles  in  the  bu(h  he  lay,  not  yet  forgott: 
Ne  cai'd  he  greatly  for  her  prefence  vayne, 
But  turning  (aid  to  Trom$m,\N  hatfowleblott 
Is  this  to  knight,  that  Lady  (hould  agayne 
Depart  to  woods  vntouch^&leaue  fo  proud  difdaync 
r  -  Perdy 
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Pcrdy  (faid  T rompart)  lett  her  pas  at  will, 

Lcaft  by  her  prefcnce  daunger  nn  te  befall. 

For  who  can  tell  (and  fure  I  feare  it  ill) 

But  that  fhee  is  fome  powre  celeftiall? 

For  whiles  fliefpakc,  her  great  words  did  apall 

My  feeble  corage,  and  my  heart  opprefle, 

That  yet  I  quake  and  tremble  ouer  ail. 

And  i  ffaid  Braggadocchio)  though  t  no  lcfle, 
When  firft  I  heard  her  horn  foud  with  fuch  ghafllinetfe. 

For  from  my  mothers  wombe  this  grace  I  hauc 
Me  giuen  by  eternalldeftiny, 

That  earthly  thing  may  not  my  corage  braue 
Difmay  with  feare,  or  caufe  on  foote  to  flye, 
But  either  hclliihfeends,orpowres  on  hye: 
Which  was  the  caufe^when  earft  that  h  ome  I  heard, 
Weening  it  had  beene  thunder  in  theskye, 
I  hid  my  felfe  from  it,  as  one  affeard; 
But  when  I  other  knew,  my  felfe  I  boldly  reard. 

But  now  for  feare  of  worfe,  that  may  betide, 
Let  vs  foone  hence  depart.  They  foone  agree; 
So  to  his  fteedhe  gott,  and  gan  to  ride, 
As  one  vnfitt  therefore  that  all  might  fee 
He  had  not  trayned  bene  in  cheualree. 
Which  well  that  valiaunt  courfer  did  difcerne; 
For  he  defpifd  to  tread  in  dew  degree. 
But  chaufd  and  fom'd,  with  corage  fiers  and  fterne3 

And  to  be  eafd  of  that  bafc  burden  (till  did  erne. 

Cant. 
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T£J  brauc  pourfuitt  of  honorable  deed, 
*    Thetoislknow  not  (what)  greit  difference 
Betweene  the  vulgar  and  the  noble  feed. 
Which  Vnto  things  of  valorours  pretence 
Scemes  to  be  borne  by  natiue  influence- 
As  feates  of  armesj  and  loue  to  entertaine, 
But  chiefly  skill  to  ride  feemes  a  fcience 
Proper  to  gentle  blood;  fome  others  faine 
To  menage  fteeds^as  did  this  vaunter^  but  in  vainc. 

But  he  the  rightful!  owner  of  that  fleede, 

Who  well  could  menage  andfubdew  his  pride, 
The  whiles  on  foot  was  forced  for  to  yeed> 
With  that  blacke  Palmer,  his  moft  trufty  guide; 
Whofuffred  not  his  wandring  feete  to  Aide. 
But  when  flrong  paflion  or  weake  fleftilin^eflc, 
Would  from  the  right  way  feeke  to  draw  him  wide, 
He  would  through  tern  peraunce  and  ftedfaftneffe. 

Teach  him  the  weak  to  ftregthen,  &c  the  fl  rog  fuppreffo 

It  fortuned  forth  faring  on  his  way, 
He  faw  from  far5  or  feemed  for  to  fee 
Some  troublous  vprore  or  contentious  fray. 
Whereto  he  drew  in  haft  it  to  agree. 


A  mad 
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A  mad  marijor  that  feigned  mad  to  bee, 
Drew  by  the  hear^ along  vpon  thegrownd, 
Ahandfbm  (tripling  with  great  crueltee5 
Whom  fore  he  bett^and  gor'd  with  many  a  wovrnd, 
That cheekes  with  tearcs,&lydcs- with  blood  did  alia- 

(bowncL 

And  him  behynd,  a  wicked  Hag  did  Halle* 
In  ragged  rob$s,and  filthy  difaray, 
Her  other  leg  was  lame3that  fhc  no'te  walke. 
Baton  a  ftaffe  her  feeble  ftcps  did  ftayj 
Herlockcs,  that  loathly  were andhoarie  gray, 
Grew  all  afore/and  looily  hong  vnrold, 
But  all  behinde  was  bald,  and  worne  away5 
That  none  thereof  could  euer  taken  hold, 

And  eke  her  face  illfauourd/ull  of  wrlnckles  old* 

•  And  euer  as  fhewent,  her  toung  did  walke 

Infowle  rcproch,andtermesof  vile  dclpighta 
Proupking  Him  by  her  outrageous  talke, 
To  heape  more  vengeance  on  that  wretched  wight^ 
Somttmes  (he  raught  him  ftones,whcrwith  to  fmite* 
Sometimes  her  ftaffe  5  though  it  her  one  leg  were, 
Withouten  which  ilie  could  not  goe  vpright^ 
Ne  any  euill  meanes  fhe  did  forbeare, 
That  might  him  moue  to  wrath*  and  indignation  reared 

The  noble  Guy  on  mou'd  with  great  remorfS?, 
Approching,  firft  the  Hag  did  thruft  away, 
And  after  adding  more  impetuous  forfe, 
His  mighty  hands  did  on  the  madman  lay, 
And plnckt  him  backc; who  allon  fire  (freight  way* 
Againft  him  turning  all  his  fell  intend 
With  beaftly  brutifh  rage  gan  him  afTay* 
And  fmotr*  and  bitt,and  kickt,  and  fcratchi,and  rent* 

And  did  he  wift  not  what  in  his  auengement. 

And 
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And  fure  he  was  a  man  of  micklc  might, 
Had  he  had  goiternauncc5it  well  to  guyde: 
Buc  when  the  franrick  fitt  inflamd  his  fpright, 
His  force  was  vainc,and  ftrooke  more  often  wyde, 
Then  at  the  aymed  marke,  which  he  had  eyde: 
Andofthimfclfehe  chaunftto  hurt  vn wares, 
Whyleft  reafo  blent  through  pafsio^ought  defcrydc 
But  as  a  blindfold  Bull  at  randon  farcs,(nought  cares. 

And  where  he  hits,  nought  know  es,  8c  whom  he  hurts, 

His  rude  affault  and  rugged  handcling 

Straunge  feemed  to  the  knight,  that  aye  with  foe 

In  fay  re  defence  and  goodly  mcnaging 

Of  armcs  was  wont  to  fight,  yet  nathemoe 

Was  he  abafhed  now  not  fighting  fo, 

But  more  enfierced  through  his  currifh  play, 

Him  ftcrnly  grypt3and  hailing  to  and  fro, 

To  ouerthrow  him  ftrongly  did  affay, 

But  ouerthrew  him  felfe  vn  wares,  and  lower  lay. 

And  being downc  the  villein  fore  didbcate, 
And  bruze  with  clownifh  fiftes  his  manly  face: 
Andeke  the  Hag  with  many  a  bitter  threat. 
Still  cald  vpon  to  kill  him  in  the  place. 
With  whafe  reproch  and  odious  menace 
1  he  knight  cmboyling  in  his  haughtie  hart, 
Knitt  all  his  forces,  and  gan  foone  vnbrace 
His  grafping  hold:  fo  lightly  did  vpftart, 

And  drew  his  deadly  weapon,  to  maintaine  his  part. 

Which  when  the  Palmer  faw,  he  loudly  crydc, 
Not  fo  O  Guyon,  neucr  thinke  that  fo 
That  Monfter  can  be  maul  red  or  deftroyd: 
He  is  no,ah;  he  is  not  fuch  a  foe, 

As 
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As  ftcele  can  wound,  or  ftrength  can  ouertliroc. 
That  fame  is  Furcr,  curfed  cruel  wight, 
That  vnto  knighthood  workes  much  ihame  &woej 
And  that  fame  Hag,his  aged  mocher,hight 
Occafion^  theroote  of  all  wrath  and  defpight, 

With  her-  who  Co  will  raging  Fw*/'  tame, 
Mull  firft  begin,  and  well  her  amenage: 
Firft  her  reftrainefrom  herreprochfull  blame, 
And  euill  meanes,  with  which  line  doth  enrage 
Her  frantick  fonne,and  kindles  his  corage, 
Then  when  rtie  is  withdrawne,  or  ftrong  withftood, 
Its  eath  hisydlefury  toafwage, 
And  calme  the  tempeft  of  his  paflion  wood; 

The  bankes  are  ouerflo  wne,  when  (topped  is  the  flood. 

Therewith  Sir  Gujon  left  his  firft  emprife, 
And  turning  to  that  woman,faft  her  hent 
By  the  hoare  lockes,  that  hong  before  her  eyes, 
And  to  the  ground  her  threw;  yet  n'ould  fhe  ftent 
Her  bitter  rayling  and  foule  reuilement, 
But  ftill  prouokt  her  (bnne  to  wreake  her  wrong; 
But  nathelefle  he  did  her  ftill  torment, 
And  catching  hold  of  her^ngratious  tongue, 

Thereon  an  yron  lock,  did  faften  firme  and  ftrong. 

Then  whenas  vfe  of  fpeach  was  from  her  reft, 

With  her  two  crooked  handesfhefignes  did  make, 
And  beckned  him,the  laft  help  fhe  had  left: 
But  he  that  laft  left  helpe  away  did  take, 
And  both  her  handes  faft  bound  vnto  a  ftake, 
That  (he  note  ftirre.  Then  gan  her  fonne  to  flye 
Full  faft  away ,and  did  her  quite  forfake- 
But  Guyon  after  him  iu  haft  did  hye, 

And  foone  him  owi  tookc  in  fad  perplexityc. 

In 
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In  his  ftrong  atmes  he  ftifly  him  cmbrafte, 

Who  him  gainftriuing,  nought  at  all  preuaild: 

For  all  his  power  was  vtterly  defaftc, 

And  furiousfitts  atearft  quite  weren  quaild: 

Oft  he  re  nforft,and  oft  his  forces  fay  Id, 

Yet  yield  he  would  not,  nor  his  rancor  flack* 

Then  him  to  ground  he  caft,and  rudely  hayld, 

And  both  his  hands  faft  bound  behind  his  backe, 

And  both  his  feet  in  fetters  to  an  yronrack. 

With  hundred  yron  chaincs  he  did  him  bind, 
And  hundred  knots  that  did  him  fore  conQrainc: 
Yet  his  great  yron  teeth  he  ftill  did  grind, 
And  grimly  gna(h,thrcatning  reuengc  in  vaine: 
His  burning  eyen,whom  bloody  ftrakes  did  ftaine, 
Stared  full  wideband  threw  forth  fparkes  of  fyre, 
And  more  for  ranck defpight,  then  for  great  painc, 
Shakthis  longlocks,colourdlike  copper-wyrc, 
And  bite  his  tawny  beard  to  fhew  his  raging  yre. 

Thus  whenas  Guyon  Furer  had  captiud, 

Turning  about  he  fa  w  that  wretched  Squyre, 

Whom  that  mad  man  of  life  nigh  late  depriud, 

Lying  on  ground,all  foild  with  blood  and  myre: 

Whom  whenas  he  perceiucd  to  refpyrc. 

He  gan  to  comfort,and  his  woundes  to  drcflc. 

Being  atlaftrecurcd,  he  ganinquyre, 

What  hard  mifhap  him  brought  to  iuch  diftrcile, 

And  made  that  cay  tiucs  thrall,the  thrall  of  wrctch^c , 

With  hartthen  throbbiog,and  with  watry  eyes, 
Fayre  Sir  (qd.he)  what  man  can  fhun  the  hap, 
That  hidden  lyes  vnwarcshim  to  furpiyfe 
Miffortune  waitcs  aduantage  to  entrap 
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The  man  mod  wary  in  her  whelming  lap. 
So  me  weake  wretch,  of  many  weakeft  wretch, 
Vnwecting,  and  vnware  of  fucli  mifliap, 
She  brought  to  mifchiefe  through  her  guilful  trecb, 
Where  this  fame  wicked  villein  did  me  wadring  ketch. 

It  was  afaithleflc  Squire,thatwas  thefourfc 
-Of  all  my  forrow,  and  of  thefe  fad  teares, 
With  whom  from  tender  dug  of  commune  nourfe> 
Attonce  I  was  vpbrought,  and  eft  when  yeares 
More  rype  vs  reafon  lent  to  chofe  our  Peares, 
Ourfclues  in  league  ofvowedloue  wecknitt: 
In  which  we  long  time  without  gealous  feares, 
Or  faultie  thoughts  con:ynewd,as  was  fitt; 

And  for  my  part  I  vow,  diffembled  not  a  whitt. 

It  was  my  fortune,commune  to  that  age, 

L  To  loue  a  Lady  fayre  of  great  degree, 
The  which  was  borne  of  nobleparentagc, 
And  fet  in  higheft  feat  of  dignitee, 
Yet  feemd  no  lefle  to  loue,then  loued  to  bee: 
Long  I  her  feru'd,an  d  foun  d  her  faithful!  ftill, ' 
Neeuer  thing  could  caufevs  difagrec: 
Loue  that  two  harts  makes  one,makes  eke  one  will: 

Each  ftrouc  to  pleafe,and  others  pleafure  to  fulfil!. 

My  friend,  hight  Vhilemon^  I  did  partake; 
Of  all  my  loue  and  all  my  priuitie; 
Who  greatly  ioyous  feemed  for  my  fake, 
And  gratious  to  that  Lady, as  to  mce, 
Ne  euer  wight,  that  mote  fo  welcome  bee, 
As  he  to  her,  withouten  blott  or  blame, 
Ne  euer  thing,  that  fte  could  thinke  or  fee, 
But  vnto  him  (he  would  impart  the  fam  e: 

O  wretched  man5  that  would  abufefo  gQntk  Dame. 

At 
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At  laft  fuch  grace  I  found,  and  meancs  I  wrought, 
Thar  I  that  Lady  to  my  fpoufc  had  wonne; 
Accord  of  fricndes,con(ent  of  Parents  fought, 
Affyaunce  made,  my  happinefle  begonne, 
There  wanted  nought  but  few  rites  to  be  donnc, 
Which  manage  make;  that  day  too  farre  did  feeme: 
Moft  ioyous  man,  on  whom  the  fhining  Sunne, 
Did  fhew  his  face,my  felfe  I  did  cfteeme, 
And  that  my  falfer  friend  did  no  leffe  ioyous  deeme. 

But  car  that  wifhed  day  his  beame  difclofd,1 
He  cither  enuying  my  towar4good, 
.  Or  of  him  felfe  to  treafon  ill  difpofd 
O  ne  day  vnto  me  came  in  friendly  mood, 
And  told  for  fecret  how  he  vnderftood 
That  Lady  whom  I  had  to  me  afly  nd, 
Had  both  diftaind  her  honorable  blood, 
And  eke  the  faith,  which  fhe  to  me  did  bynd; 

And  therfore  wtfht  me  flay ,till  I  more  truth  fhould  iy  nd. 

The  gnawing  anguifh  and  fliarp  gelofy, 
Which  his  fad  fpeach  infixed  in  my  brdt, 
Ranckledfofore,andfeftred  inwardly, 
That  my  engreeued  mind  could  find  no  reft, 
Till  that  the  truth  thereof  I  did  out  wreft, 
And  him  befought  by  that  fame  facred  band 
Betwixt  vs  both,  to  counfell  me  the  beft. 
He  then  with  foiemnc  oath  and  plighted  hand 

Aflurd;ere  long  the  truth  to  let  me  vnderftand. 

Ere  long  with  like  againe  he  boorded  mee, 
Saying,  he  now  had  boulted  all  the  floure, 
And  that  it  was  a  groome  of  bafe  degree, 
Which  of  my  loue  was  partcner  Paramourc: 

'  Who 
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Who  vfcd  in  a  darkefome  inner  bowrc 
Her  oft  to  mccte :  which  better  to  approue, 
He  promifed  to  bring  me  at  that  ho  wre, 
When  I  fhould  fee,  that  would  me  nearer  moue, 
And  driue  me  to  withdraw  my  blind  abufed  loue. 

This  graceleffe  man  for  furtherance  of  his  guile, 
Did  court  the  handmayd  of  my  Lady  dcare, 
Who  glad  t'embofome  his afre&ion vile, 
Did  allfhe  might,  more  pleating  toappearc. 
One  day  to  worke  her  to  his  will  more  nearc, : 
He  woo'd  her  thus :  Pryene  (fa  fhe  hight ) 
What  great  defpigh  t  doth  fortune  to  thee  trcare, 
Thus  lowly  to  abafc  thy  bcautie  bright. 

That  it  fhould  not  deface  all  others  lefler  light  ? 

But  if  fhe  had  her  leaft  helpe  to  thee  lent, 
T'adornc  thy  forme  according  thy  defart, 
Their  blazing  pride  thou  wouldeft  foone  haue  blent^ 
And  ftaynd  their  prayfes  with  thy  leaft  good  part  j 
Nc  fhould  faire  Claribell  with  all  her  art, 
Though  fhe  thy  Lady  be,  approch  thee  neare : 
Tor  proofe  thereof,  this  euening ,  as  thou  art, 
Aray  thy  felfe  in  her  moft  gorgeous  gcare, 

That  I  may  more  delight  in  thy  cmbracement  deare. 

The  Mayde  proud  through  praife,&  mad  through  loue 
Him  nearkned  to,  and  foone  her  fclfc  aray d,- 
The  whiles  to  me  the  treachour  did  rcmouc 
His  craftie  cngin,  and  as  he  had  fay  d, 
Me  leading ,  in  a  feeret  corner  layd, 
The  fad  fpe&atour  of  my  Tragedie; 
Where  left,  he  went,  and  his  owne  falfc  part  play d, 
Difguifed  like  that  groome  of  bafe  degree. 

Whom  he  had  feignd  th'abufeu  of  my  loue  to  bee. 

Eft 
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Eftfooncs  he  came  vnto  th'appointed  place, 
And  with  him  brought  Pryene  5  rich  arayd, 
In  Claribellaes  clothes.  Her  proper  face 
I  not  defcerned  in  that  darkefomc  (hade, 
Bu  t  weend  it  was  my  loue,  with  whom  he  playd. 
Ali-God,  what  hcrrour  and  tormenting  gricfe 
My  haft,  my  handes,mine  eyes,  and  allaflayd: 
Me  liefer  were  ten  thoufand  deathes  pricfe,  (priefe.. 

Then  wounde  of  gcaious  wor  me,  and  fhame  of  fuch  rc- 

I  home  retourning ,  fraught  with  fowle  defpight3 
And  chawing  vengeaunee  all  the  way  I  went, 
Soone  as  my  loathed  loue  appeard  in  fight, 
With  wrathfullhandlilew  her  innocent^ 
That  after  foone  I  dearcly  did  lament  : 
For  when  the  caufe  of  that  outrageous  deedc 
Demaundcd,  I  made  plaine  and  euident, 
Her  faultieHandmayd  ,  which  that  bale  did  breede, 

Confeft ,  how  Philemon  her  wrought  to  chaunge  hec 

(weede. 

Which  when  I  heard,with  horrible  affright 
And  hciliflifury  all  enragd,  I  fought 
Vpon  my  felfethat  vcngeablc  defpight 
Topunifh :  yet  it  better  firft  I  thought, 
To  wreake  my  wrath  on  him,that  firft  it  wrought. 
To  Philemon ,  falfe  fay  tour  Philemon 
I  caft  to  pay,  that  I  fo  dearely  bought; 
Of  deadly  drugs  Igaue  him  drinke  anon, 

And  wafht  away  his  guile  with  guilty  potion, 


That 
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That  was  Pryencs  fhe  did  firft  offend. 
She  laft  ftiould  (mart:  with  which  crucll  intent, 
When  I  at  her  my  murdrous  blade  did  bend, 
She  fled  away  with  ghaftly  dreriment, 
And  I  pourfewing  my  Fell  purpote,  after  went. 

Feare  gaue  her  winges,  and  rage  enforft  my  flight f 
Through  woods  and  plaines  fo  long  I  did  her  chace, 
Till  this  mad  man,  whom  your  victorious  might 
Hath  now  faft  bound,  me  met  in  middle fpace. 
As  I  her, fo  hemepourfewd  apace, 
And  fhortly  ouertooke :  I  breathing  yre, 
Sore  chaufred  at  my  ftay  in  fuch  a  cace, 
And  wich  my  heat  kindled  his  cruel!  fyre; 

Which  kindled  oncc,his  mother  did  more  rage  infpyre. 

Betwixt  them  both,  they  haue  me  docn  to  dye, 

Through  wounds,&:ftrokes,&  ftubbornehandeling, 

That  death  were  better,  then  fuch  agony, 

As  griefe  and  fury  vnto  me  did  bring  ^ 

Of  which  in  me  yet  ftickes  the  mortall  fting , 

That  during  life  will  neuer  be  appeafd. 

When  he  thus  ended  had  his  forrowing , 

Said  Guyon^  Squyrc,  fore  haue  ye  beene  difeafd; 

But  all  your  hurts  may  foone  through  teperance  be  eafd« 

Then  gan  the  Palmer  thus,  moft  wretched  man, 
That  toaffe&ionsdocs  thebridlelend; 
In  their  beginning  they  are  weake  and  wan, 
But  foone  through  fuff  ranee  growe  to  fearefull  end} 
Whiles  they  are  weake  betimes  with  them  contend: 
For  when  rhey  once  to  perfe&  ftrength  do  grow, 
-  Strong  warres  they  make,  and  cruel!  batrry  bend 
Gainftforrof  Reafon,it  toruerthrow :  (low. 

Wrath,  gelofy,  griefe,  loue  this  Squyre  haue  laide  thus 

Wrath 
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Wrath jgcalofic,  griefe,  Ioue  do  thus  cxpcll  : 
Wrath  is  a  fire,  and  gcalofic  a  vvecde, 
Griefe  is  a  flood,  and  loue  a  monfter  fell $ 
The  fire  of  fparkes ,  the  weedc  of  little  fecde, 
The  flood  of  drops ,  the  Monfter  filth  did  brcedc  ? 
Butfparks,  feed,drops5  and  filth  do  thus  delay; 
Thefparks  foone  quench,the  fpringing  feed  outweed 
The  drops  dry  vp,  and  filth  wipe  cleane  away  : 

So  fhall  wrath3gealofy,griefe,  loue  die  and  decay. 

Vnlucky  Squire  (  faide  Guyon)  fith  thou  haft 
Falne  into  mifchiefe  through  intemperaunce, 
Henceforth  take  hecde  of  that  thou  now  haft  paft> 
And  guyde  thy  waies  with  warie  goucrnaunce, 
Leaft  worfe  betide  thee  by  fome  later  chauncc. 
But  read  how  art  thou  nam'd,and  of  what  kin, 
Thaon  I  hight  (quoth  he)  and  do  aduaunce 
Mincaunccftry  from  famous  Ccradin, 

Who  firft  to  rayfe  our  houle  to  honour  did  begin. 

Thus  as  he  fpake ,  lo  far  away  they  fpyde 
A  varlet  ronningtowardes  haftily, 
Whofc  flying  feet  fb  faft  their  way  applyde, 
That  round  about  a  cloud  of  duft  did  fly , 
Which  mingled  all  with  fweace,  did  dim  his  eye. 
He  foone  approched,  panting,  brcathlcfle,  whot, 
And  allfo  foyld,  that  none  could  him  defcry; 
His  countenaunce  was  bold  > and  bafhed  not 

For  G/^wlookes5butfcornefull  cyglauncc  at  him  fhot. 

Behind  his  backe  he  bore  a  brafen  rtiicld, 
On  which  was  drawen  faire,in  colours  fit, 
A  flaming  fire  in  midft  of  bloody  field, 
And  round  about  the  wreath  tjiis  word  was  wrfc 

Burnt 
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Burnt  idoe  burnt.  Right  well  befeemed  it, 
To  be  the  fhicld  of  lome  redoubted  knight  5 
And  in  his  hand  two  dartcs  exceeding  flit, 
And  deadly  (harp  he  held,  whofe  heads  were  dight 
In  poyfon  and  in  blood,  of  malice  and  defpight. 

VVhcn  he  in  prefence  came ,  to  Guyon firft 
He  boldly  (pake,  Sir  knight,  if  knight  thou  bee, 
Abandon  this  foreftalled  place  at  erft, 
For  fcare  of  further  harmc,  I  counfell  thee, 
Or  bide  the  chaunce  at  thine  owne  icopardec* 
The  knight  at  his  great  boldncfle  wondered, 
And  though  he  fcornd  his  ydlc  vanitec, 
Yet  mildly  him  to  purpofe  anfwered ; 
For  not  to  grow  of  nought  he  it  conie&ured. 

Varlet,  this  place  moft  dew  to  me  I  decme,  ■ 

Yicldcdby  him,  that  held  it  forcibly.  (fcemc 

But  whence  fhold  come  that  harmc,which  thou  doft 

To  threat  to  him,  that  mindes  his  chaunce  t'abye  ? 

Perdy  (fayd  he)  here  comes,  and  is  hard  by 

A  knight  of  wondrous  powrc,and  great  affay, 

That  neuer  yet  encountred  enemy, 

But  did  him  deadly  daunt,  or  fowle  difmay; 

Nc  thou  for  better  hope,  if  thou  his  prcfcncc  ftay. 

How  hight  he  then  (fayd  Guyon )  and  from  whence? 
Pyrrhocbles  is  his  name ,  reno  wmcd  farre 
For  his  bold  feates  and  hardy  confidence, 
Full  oft  approud  in  many  a  cruell  warre, 
The  brother  of  Cymocbles^  both  which  arrc 
The  fonnes  of  old  Aerates  and  Dejpight> 
derates  fonnc  of  Pb/egetcn  and  Iane^ 
But  Pblegetonkionncot  Hercbus  im&  Nighty 

But  Herd  w  fonneof  ^eternitie  is  hight. 

a  3      "  so 
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So  from  immortal!  race  he  docs  proccede, 

That  mortall  hands  may  not  withftand  his  might, 
Drad  for  his  derring  doc,  and  bloody  deed^ 
For  all  in  blood  aud  fpoile  is  his  delight. 
His  am  I  At  in,  his  in  wrong  and  right, 
That  matter  make  for  him  to  worke  vpon, 
And  ftirre  him  vp  to  ftrife  and  crucll  fight. 
Fly  therefore^  fly  this  fearfull  fteadanon, 

Leaft  thy  fbolhardize  worke  thy  fad  confufion. 

His  be  that  care,  whom  mofl  it  doth  concern?. 
(Sayd  he)  but  whether  with  fuchhafty  flight 
Art  thou  now  bownd  ?  for  well  mote  I  difecrne 
Great  caufe,  that  carries  thee  fofwifte  and  light.  • 
My  Lord  (qd.he)rnefcnt3and  ftreight  behight 
To  feeke  Occafiom  where  fo  fhe  bee: 
For  he  is  all  difpofd  to  bloody  fight, 
And  breathes  out  wrath  and  hainous  crueltec; 

Hard  is  his  hap,  that  fixlt  fals  in  his  ieopardee* 

Mad  man  (faid  then  the  Palmer)  that  does  feeke 

Occtfion  to  wrath,  and  caufe  of  ftrife; 

Shee  comes  v nfought,  and  (honncd  followcs  eke* 

Happy,  who  can  abftaine,  when  Rancor  rife 

Kindles  Reuenge,  and  threats  his  rufty  knife.; 

Woe  neuer  wants,  whereeuery  caufe  is  caught,. 

And  raft  Occaflon  makes  vnquiet  life. 

Then  loe,  wher  bound  fae  fits5who  thou  haft  fought, 
Said  Guyon>  let  that  mefTage  to  thy  Lord  be  brought. 


That  when  the  varlett  heard  and  Taw,  ftrcight  way 
He  wexed  wondrous  wroth }and  faid,Vile  knight, 
That  knights  &knighthood  doeft  withfliamevp- 
And&ewft  th'enlaple  of  thy  childifhe  might^ay. 
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'  With  filly  weakc  old  w;omari  that  did  fight." 
Great  glory  and  gay  fpoile  fare  haft  thou  gott, 
And  floutly  prou'd  thy  puiflfaurice  here  in  fight; 
That  lhall  Pynbocbles  well  requite,  I  wott, 
And  with  thy  blood  abolilh  fo  reprochfull  blotr. 

With  that  one  of  his  thrillant  darts  he  threw, 
Headed  with  yre  and  vengcable  defpight^ 
The  quiu  cring  fteele  his  aymed  end  wcl  knew, 
And  to  his  breft  it  fclfc  intended  right: 
But  he  was  wary,  and  ere  it  empight 
In  the  meant  markc,aduaunft  his  fhield  atwecne^ 
On  which  itfeizing,  no  way  enter  might, 
But  backe  rebo  wndingjeft  the  forckhead  kcenc; 

Eftfoones  he  fled  away,and  might  no  where  be  feene* 

Cant.  V. 

Pyrrhochles  docsVvith  Quy  on  fight, 

And  Furors  chayne  vntyes, 
Who  him fire  founds ^whiles  Attn  to  \ 
(jymochlesfor  ay  df lyes. 


VV! 


/Ho  euer  doth  to  temperaunce  apply 
His  ftedraft  life,  and  all  his  a&ions  frame*' 
Truft  me,  (hal  find  no  greater  enimy, 
Then  ftubborne  perturbation,to  the  fame-, 
To  which  right  wel  the  wife  doe  giue  that  namCji 
For  it  the  goodly  peace  of  ftaied  mindes 
Does  ouerthrow,  and  troublous  warre  proclame: 
His  owne  woes  author,  who  fo  bound  it  findes, 
As  did  Pirrbocles,  and  it  wilfully  vnbindes. 

Q,4  After 
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After  that  varlcts  flight,  it  was  not  long, 
Ere  on  the  plaine  faft  pricking  Guycn  fpide 
One  in  bright  armcs  embatteiled  full  ftrong, 
That  as  the  Sunny  beames  doc  glauncc  and/glidc 
Vpon  the  trembling  waue,fo  fhined  bright, 
And  round  about  him  threw  forth  fparkling  fire, 
That  feemd  him  to  enflamc  on  eucry  fide: 
His  fteed  was  bloody  red  >  and  fomed  yre, 
When  with  the  maiftring  fpur  he  did  him  roughly  ftirc. 

Approching  nigh,  he  ncuer  ftaid  to  greete, 
Nc  chaffar  words,  prowd  corage  to  prouoke, 
But  prickt  fo  fiers,  that  yndeineath  his  fecce 
Thcfmouldring  duft  did  rownd  about  him  fmoke, 
Both  horfcand  man  nigh  able  for  to  choke; 
And  fayrly  couching  his  fteeleheaded  fpcarc, 
Him  firft  falutcd  with  a  fturdy  ftrokc: 
It  booted  nought  Sir  Gupn  comming  neare 
To  thincke,  fuch  hideous  puiflauncc  on  foot  to  beared 

But  lightly  fhunned  it,  and  paffing  by, 

With  his  bright  blade  did  fmitc  at  him  fo  fell, 
That  the  fharpcfteelc  arriuing  forcibly 
On  his  broad  fhield,bitt  not,  but  glann  cingfell 
On  his  horfe  nccke  before  the  quilted  fell, 
And  from  the  head  the  body  fundred  qu  jght. 
So  him  difmounredloWjhe  did  compcll 
On  loot  with  him  to  matchen  equall  fight; 
The  truncked  beaft  faft  blceding.did  him  fowly  dight, 

Sorebruzed  with  the  fall,  he  flow  vprofe. 
And  all  enraged,thus  him  loudly  flicnt; 
Difleallknight,whofe  coward  corage  chofe 
To  wreake  it  felfe  ou  beaft  all  innnocent, 

And 
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And  fhund  the  markc,  at  which  it  fhould  bement, 
Therby  thine  armcsfccm  ftrong,  but  manhood  frayl; 
So  haft  thou  oft  with  guile  thine  honor  blent; 
But  litle  may  fuch  guile  thee  now  auayl, 
If  wonted  force  and  fortune  doe  me  not  much  fayl. 

With  that  he  drew  his  flaming  fword,  and  ftrooke 
At  him  fo  fiercely,  that  the  vpper  marge 
Of  his  feuenfolded  fhield  away  it  tookc, 
And  glauncing  on  his  helmet,made  a  large 
And  open  gafh  therein:  were  not  his  targe, 
That  broke  the  violence  of  his  intent, 
The  weary  fowle  from  thence  it  would  difcharge, 
Nathelcfle  fo  fore  a  buff  to  h  im  it  lent, 

That  made  him  rcclc,and  to  his  breft  his  beuer  bent. 

Exceeding  wroth  was  Gajon  at  that  blow, 
And  much  afhamd,  that  ftroke  of liuingarme 
Should  him  difmay,and  make  him  ftoup  folo  w, 
Though  otherwife  it  did  him  litle  harmc: 
Tho  hurling  high  his  yron  braced  armc, 
He  fmotc  fo  manly  on  his  fhoulder  plate3 
That  all  his  left  fide  it  did  quite  disarmc; 
Yet  there  the  ftcele  ftayd  not,  but  inly  bate 

Deepc  in  his  flelli,  and  opened  wide  a  red  floodgate. 

Deadly  dismayd,  with  horror  of  that  dint 
Pyrrhochles  was,and  gricucd  eke  entyre^ 
Yet  nathemore  did  it  his  fury  flint, 
But  added  flame  vnto  his  former  fire, 
That  wclnigh  molt  his  hart  in  ragingyrej 
Nc  thenceforth  his  approued  skill,  to  ward, 
Or  ftrike,or  hurtle  rownd  in  warlike  gyre, 
Rcmembrcd  he,  nc  car'd  for  hisfaufgard, 

But  rudely  rag'd,and  like  a  cruel  tygre  for'd. 

He 
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He  hewd,and  lafht,and  foynd,and  thondred  blowes, 
And  eucry  way  didfeeke  into  his  life, 
Nc  plate,  ne  male  could  ward  fo  mighty  thro  wes* 
But yeilded  paffagc  to  his  crucll  knife*. 
But  Guyon>  in  the  heat  of  all  his  ftrife, 
Was  wary  wife,  and  clofely  did  away  t 
Auauntage,  while  ft  his  foe  did  rage  moft  rife;  1 
Sometimes  a  thwart/ometimes  he  ftrook  him  ftrayt, 

And  falfed  oft  his  blowes,rtllude  him  withfuch  bayt. 

Like  as  a  Lyon,  whofc  imperial!  povvre 
A  prowd  rebellious  Vnicorne  defyes, 
Tauoide  the  rafh  affault  and  wrathfullftowre 
Of  hisfiers  foe,  him  to  a  tree  applyes, 
And  when  him  ronning  in  full  courfe  he  fpyes, 
He  flips  afide;  the  whiles  that  furious  beaft 
His  precious  home,  fought  of  his  enimye 
Strikes  in  the  ftocke,ne  thence  can  be  releaft, 

But  to  the  mighty  vidor  yields  a  bounteous  fcaft. 

With  fuch  faire  fleight  him  Guy  on  often  fayld, 
Till  at  the  laft  all  breathleffe,  weary,  faint 
Him  (pying,  with  frefh  onfett  he  affayld, 
And  kindling  new  his  corage  feeming  queint,  £ 
Strooke  him  fo  hugely,that  through  grear  conftramc 
He  made  him  ftoup  perforce  vnto  his  knee, 
And  doe  vnwilling  worfhip  to  the  Saint, 
That  on  his  fhield  depainted  he  did  fee; 
3  uch  homage  till  that  iuftant  neuer  learned  hee. 

Whom  Guycn  feeing  ftoup,  pourfewedfaft 
The  prefent  offer  of  faire  vi&ory, 
And  foo  ne  his  dreadfull  blade  about  he  caft, 
Wherewith  he  fmote  his  haughty  creft  fo  hyc, 

That 
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That  ftreighc  on  grownd  made  him  full  low  to  lyes. 
Then  on  his  breft  his  vi&or  foo te  he  thruft, 
With  that  he  cryde,  Mercy,  doc  mc  not  dye, 
Ne  dceme  thy  force  by  fortunes  doome  vniuft, 
That  hath  (maugre  her  /pight)thus  low  me  laid  in  dufc 

Eftfoones  his  cruel  hand  Sir  G/gmQayd,. 
Tempring  the  paffion  with  aduizement  flow, 
And  maiftring  might  on  enimy  difmayd; 
For  th'equall  die  of  warre  he  well  did  know* 
Then  to  him  faid,Liue  and  alleagaunce  owe, 
To  him,  that  giucs  thee  life  and  liberty, 
And  henceforth  by  this  daies  enfample  trowr 
That  hafiy  wroth*  and  heedleflehazardry 

Doe  brecde  repentaunce  late,  andlafting  infamy. 

So  vp  he  let  him  rife,  who  with  grimloote 

And  count  naunce  fterne  vpftanding ,  gan  to  grind 
His  grated  teeth  for  greatdifdeigne,  and  fhookc 
His  fandy  lockes,  long  hanging  downe  behind,. 
Knotted  in  bloodand  duft,forgriefe  of  mind> 
That  he  in  ods  ofarmes  was  conquered; 
Yet  in  himfelfe  fome  comfort  he  did  find,. 
That  him  fo  noble  knight  had  mayftered, 

Whofe  bounty  more  then  might5yet  both  he  wodered* 

Which  Guyon  marking  faW,  Be  noughtagrieu'd. 
Sir  knight,  that  thus  ye  now  fubdewed  arre: 
Was  neuer  man,  whomoft  conqueftes  atchieuy 
But  fometimes  had  the  worfc,  and  loft  by  warre, 
Yetfhortly  gaynd,  that  lofTe  exceeded  f  arre; 
Lofle  is  no  fhame,  nor  to  bee  Icffe  then  foe, 
But  to  bee  leiTer,  then  himfelfe,  doth  marre 
Both  loofers  lott,  and  viftours  prayfe  alfoe. 

Yame  others  ouerthro  wes^who  felfe  doth  oucrthrow. 

By, 
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fly,  O  Pyrrhochles,fy  the  dreadfull  warre, 
That  in  thy  fclfc  thy  Icffer  partes  doe  mouc, 
O  utrageous  anger,  and  woe  working  iarrc, 
Direfull  impatience,  and  hartmurdringloue-, 
Thofe,thole  thy  foes,  thofe  warriours  tar  remoue, 
Which  thee  to  endlefTe  bale  captiucd  lead  ♦ 
But  fith  in  might  thou  didft  my  mercy  prouc, 
Of  courtefie  to  mcc  the  caufe  arcad  y 

That  thee  againft  mc  drew  with  fo  impetuous  dread. 

Drcadleflc  (faid  he)  that  fhall  I  foone  declare  : 
It  was  cornplaind,  that  thou  hadft  done  great  tort 
Vnto  an  aged  woman,poore  and  bare, 
And  thralled  her  in  chaines  wich  llrong  effort, 
Voide  of  allfuccour  and  needful!  comfort: 
That  ill  befeemes  thee,  fuch  as  I  thee  fee, 
To  worke  fuch  fhame.  Therefore  I  thee  exhort, 
To  chaunge  thy  will,and  fet  occafion  free, 

And  to  her  captiue  fonne  yield  his  firft  libcrtce. 

Thereat  Sir  Guyon  fmylde.  And  is  that  all 
(Said  he)  that  thee  fo  fore  difpleafed  hath? 
Great  mercy  fure,for  to  enlarge  a  thrall, 
Whofe  freedom  lhall  thee  turne  to  greateft  fcath, 
Nath'leffe  now  quench  thy  whott  embayling  wrath: 
Loe  there  they  bee$  to  thee  I  yield  them  free. 
Thereat  he  wondrous  giad4  out  of  the  path 
Did  lightly  leape,  whero  he  them  bound  did  fee, 

And  gan  to  breakc  the  bands  of  their  captiuitee, 

Soone  as  Occafion  felt  her  felfe  vntyde, 
Before  her  fonne  could  well  affoyled  bee., 
Shetohcrvfereturndjand  freight  defyde 
Both  Guyon  and Pyrrhochles-xWonz (faid  hee) 

J  Bycaufc 
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Bycaufe  he  wonnc;  the  other  becaufe  hec 
Was  wonne:  So  matter  did  fhe  make  of  nought, 
To  ftirre  vp  ftrife,  and  garre  them  difagree: 
But  foone  as  Furor  was  enlargd,  flie  fought 

To  kindle  his  quencht  fyrc,&  thoufad  caufes  wrought. 

It  was  not  long.ere  fhe  inflam'd  him  fo, 

That  he  would  algates  with  PyrrhochlesB^it, 
And  his  redeemer  chalengd  for  his  foe, 
Becaufe  he  had  not  well  maintcind  his  right, 
But  yielded  had  to  that  fame  ftraunger  knight: 
Now  gan  ?yrrhoch!es  wcx  as  wood,  as  hee, 
And  him  affronted  with  impatient  might: 
So  both  together  ficrs  engrafped  bee, 

Whyles  C7^ftading  by,their  vncouth  ftrife  does  fee. 

Him  all  that  while  Occafion  did  protioke 
Againft  Pyrrhocbles^nA  new  matter  fram'd 
Vpon  the  old,  him  ftirring  to  bee  wroke 
Of  his  late  wronges,in  which  flic  oft  him  blam'd 
For  fuffering  fuch  abufc,  as  knighthood  fham'd, 
And  him  dilliabled  quyte.  But  he  was  wife, 
Ne  would  with  vaine  occafions  be  inflatn'd^ 
Yet  others  flie  more  vrgent  did  deuife: 

Yet  nothing  could  him  to  impatience  entife. 

Their  fell  contention  ftill  increafed  more* 
And  more  thereby  increafed  Furors  might, 
That  he  his  foe  has  hurt,  and  wounded  fore, 
And  him  in  blood  and  durt  deformed  quight. 
His  mother  eke/nore  to  augment  his  fpight, 
Now  brought  to  him  a  flaming  fy cr  brond, 
Which  Jhc  in  Stygimhk&y  ay  burning  bright 
Had  kindled:  that  fhe  gauc  into  his  hond, 

That  armd  with  fire^tnore  hardly  he  mote  him  withftod 

i  Tho 
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Tho  gan  that  villein  wcx  fo  fiers  and  ftrong, 
That  nothing  might  fuftaine  his  furious  forfe; 
He  caft  him  downe  to  ground,  and  all  along 
Drew  him  through  dure  and  myre  without  remorfe, 
And  fowly  battered  his  comely  corfe, 
That  Guycn  much  difdeignd  fo  loathly  fight. 
At  laft  he  was  compeld  to  cry  pcrforfc, 
Help,  O  Sir  Guyon>  helpe  mod  noble  knight, 

To  ridd  a  wretched  man  from  handes  of  heliifh  wight. 

The  knight  was  greatly  moued  at  his  playnt, 
And  gan  him  dight  to  fuccour  his  diftreffe, 
Till  that  the  Palmer,by  his  graue  reftraynt, 
Him  flay  d  from  yielding  pitifull  redrefle;  . 
And  &id,  Deare  fonne,  thy  caufeleffe  ruth  repretle, 
Ne  let  thy  ftout  hart  melt  in  pitty  vayne: 
He  that  his  forow  fought  through  wilfulncflc, 
And  bis  foe  fettred  would  relcafe  agayne^ 

Deferues  to  tafte  his  follies  fruit,  repented  payne, 

Cnyon  obayd-  So  him  away  he  drew 

From  needleffe  trouble  of  renewing  fight 
Already  fought,  his  voyage  to  pourfcw. 
But  rafli  Pyrr  heckles  v'arlett,  Attn  highr, 
When  late  hefaw  his  Lord  in  heauie  plight, 
Vnder  Sir  Guyons  puifTaunt  ftt okc  to  fall, 
Him  deemingdead,asthen  he  fecmd  in  fight, 
Fleddfaft  away,  to  tell  his  funerall 

Vnto  his  brother,' whom  Cymochks  men  did  call. 

He  was  a  man  of  rare  redoubted  might, 

Famous  throughout  the  world  for  warlike  prayfe, 
And  glorious  (poiles,  purchaft  in  perilous  fight: 
FuiUaany  doughtie  knightes  he  in  his  dayes 
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Had cloeii  to  death,  fubdevvde  in  equall  frayes, 
Whofecarkafes,  for  terrour  of  his  name, 
Of  fowles  and  beaftes  he  made  the  piteous  prayes, 
And  hong  their  conquerd  amies  for  more  defame 
On  gallow  trees^n  honour  of  his  deareft  Dame. 

His  dcarcft  Dame  is  that  Enchaunterefle, 
The  vy\cAcrafiAy\h2Lt  with  vaine  delightcs, 
And  ydle  pleafurcs  in  her  Bowre  of  Bliffe, 
Does  charme  her  louers,and  the  feeble  fprightes 
Can  call  out  of  the  bodies  offraile  wightes: 
Whom  then  (lie  does  trafforme  to  moftroushewes. 
And  horribly  miffhapes  with  vgly  fightes, 
Captiu'd  eternally  in  yron  me  we*, 

And  darkfom  dens,whc-rc  Titanhis  face  neuer  fhewes. 

There  Attn  fown&Cymochks(oiox\xrim<g% 
To  feme  his  Lemans  loue:  for  he  by  kynd, 
Was  giuen  all  to  luft  and  loofe  Iiuing, 
When  euer  his  fers  handes  he  free  mote  fynd: 
And  novvhe  haspourdouthisydlemynd 
In  daintie  delices,  and  lauilli  ioyes, 
Hauinghis  warlike  ^weapons  eaft  behynd, 
And  flowcsinpleafures,and  vaine pleafing  toycs5 

Mingled  emongft  loofe  Ladies  and  lafciuious  boyes. 

And  ouer  him,  art  ft ryuing  to  compayre, 
With  nature;did  an  Arber  greene  djfpred, 

•  Framed  of  wanton  Yuic,  flouring  fayre. 
Through  which  the  fragrant  Eglantine  did  fpred 
His  prickling  armes^ntrayld  with  roles  red, 
Which  daintie  odours  round  about  them  threw, 
And  all  within  with  flowres  was  garnifhed, 
That  when  mykl  Zephyrs  crnongft  them  blew, 
Did  breath  out  bounteous  fineis>&  painted  colors  Chew 

And; 
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And  faftbcfide,  there  trickled  foftlydownc 

A  gentle  ftreame,  whofe  murmuring  waue  did  play 
Emongft  the  pumy  ftones,and  made  afowne, 
To  lull  him  (oft  a  (leepe,  that  by  it  lay; 
The  wearie  Traueiler,  wandring  that  way/ 
Therein  did  often  quench  his  thrifty  heat, 
And  then  by  it  his  wearie  limbes  difplay, 
Whiles  crecpingflomber  made  him  to  forget 
His  former  paync,and  wypt  away  his  toilfom  fwcat. 

And  on  the  other  fyde  a  pie  afaunt  groue 
Was  fhott  vp  high,  full  of  the  (lately  tree, 
That  dedicated  is  t'Oljmpick  Iouc> 
And  to  hisfonne  Alcidesy  whenas  hce 
In  Nctmus  gayned  goodly  vi<2oree; 
Therein  the  mery  birdes  of  cuery  forte 
Chauntedalowd  their  chearcfullharmoncc: 
And  made  emongft  them  felues  a  fweetc  contort, 

That  quickned  the  dull  fpright  with  muficall  comfort. 

There  he  him  found  allcarelefly  difplaid, 
In  fecrete  fliadow  from  the  funny  ray, 
Onafweetbcdoflillies  foftly  laid, 
Amidft  a  flock  of  Damzelles  frefh  and  gay, 
That  rownd  about  him  difTolute  did  play 
Their  wanton  follics,and  light  merimentj 
Euery  of  which  did  loofely  difaray 
Her  vppcr  partes  of  meet  habiliments, 

And  fliewd  them  naked,  decki  with  many  ornaments. 

And  euery  of  them  ftroue,  with  moft  delights, 
Himtoaggrate,andgreateftpleafuresOiew; 
Some  framd  faire  lookes.glancing  like  euening  lights 
Others  fweet  wordes,droppinglike  honny  dew; 

Some 
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Some  bathed  kiflcs,  and  did  (oft  cmbre  w 
Thcfugred  licour  through  his  melting  lips: 
One  boaftes  her  beautie,  and  does  yield  to  vew 
Her  dainty  limbes  aboue  her  tender  hips; 
Another  her  out  boaftes,  and  all  for  tryall  (trips. 

He,  like  an  Adder,  lurking  in  the  weedes, 

His  wandring  thought  in  deepe  defire  docs  fteepe, 
And  his  frayle  eye  with  (poyle  of  beauty  feedes; 
Sometimes  he  falfcly  faines  bimfelfe  to  fleepe. 
Whiles  through  their  lids  his  wanton  eies  dopeepe, 
To  fteale  a  (natch  of  amorous  conceipt, 
Whereby  clofe  fire  into  his  heart  docs  creepe  : 
So,hc  them  deceiues,dcceiudin  his  deceipt, 

Made  dronkc  with  drugs  of  dcare  voluptuous  receipt. 

Attin  arriuing  there,  when  him  he  fpyde , 
1  hus  in  ftill  waucs  of  deepe  deli  ght  to  wade, 
Fiercely  approching  5  to  him  lowdly  cryde, 
Cymocblcs ;  oh  no,  but  Cymochles  (hade. 
In  which  that  manly  perfon  late  did  fade, 
What  is  become  of  great  Aerates  fonne  ? 
Or  where  hath  he  hong  vp  his  mortall  blade, 
That  hath  fo  many  haughty  conquefts  wonne? 

Is  all  his  force  forlorne,  and  all  his  glory  donne  > 

Then  pricking  him  with  his  (harp-pointed  dart, 
Hefaide^  vp,vp,thou  womanifii  weake  knight, 
That  here  in  Ladies  lap  entombed  art, 
Vnmindfull  of  thy  praife  and  prowell:  might, 
And  weetlefle  eke  of  lately  wrought  defpight, 
Whiles  fad  Pyrrbocbles  lies  on  fencelefle  ground, 
Andgrohethouthis  vtmoftgmdgingfprighr, 
Through  many  a  ftroke,&  many  a  dreaming  wound, 

Calling  thy  help  in  vaine,  that  here  in  ioyes  art  dround. 

R  Suddeinly 
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Suddeinly  out  of  his  dclightfull  drcamc 

The  man  awoke,  and  would  haue  queftiond  more; 

But  he  would  not  endure  that  wofull  theamc 

For  to  dilate  at  large,  but  vrged  fore 

With  percing  wordes,  and  pittifull  implore, 

Himhaftytoarife.  As  one  affright 

With  hellifh  feends ,  or  Furies  mad  vprore, 

He  then  vprofe,  inflamd  with  fell  defpight, 

And  called  for  his  amies-,  for  he  would  algates  fight** 

They  bene  ybrought  5  he  quickly  does  him  dight, 
And  lightly  mounted  ,  pafleth  on  his  way, 
Ne  Ladies  loues,  ne  fweete  entreaties  might 
Appeafe  his  heat,  or  haftie  pafTage  ftay, 
For  he  has  vowd,  to  beene  auengd  that  day, 
(That  day  it  fctfe  him  feemed  all  too  long : ) 
On  him,  that  did  PyrrMles  dearc  difenay : 
So  proudly  pricketh  on  his  courfer  ftrong , 

And  Attin  ay  him  pricks  withfpurs  of  fhamc  &  wrong,. 


A Harder  leffon,  to  learne  Continence 
In  ioyous  pleafure ,  then  in  grieuous  paine : 
For  fweetnclfe  doth  allure  the  weaker  Jcnce 
Softrongly ,  that;  vneathesit  cao  refraine 
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From  that,  which  feeble  nature  couets  fame; 
But  griefeand  wrath,  that  be  her  enemies, 
And  foes  of  life,  (he  better  can  abftainc ; 
Yet  vertue  vauntcs  in  both  her  vi&ories, 
And  Guyon  in  them  all  (hewes  goodly  mayfterics. 

Whom  bold  Cytnochles  trauciling  to  findc, 
With  cruellpurpofebent  to  wrcake  on  him 
The  wrath,  which  Atin  kindled  in  his  mind. 
Came  to  a  riuer  5  by  whofe  vtmoft  brim 
W ayting  to  pafie ,  he  (aw  whereas  did  fivim 
A  long  the  fhore,  as  fwift  as  glaunce  of  eye, 
Alitle  Gondelay,  bedecked  trim 
With  boughes  and  arbours  woucn  cunningly, 

That  like  a  Iitle  forreft  feemed  outwardly. 

And  therein  fate  a  Lady  frefh  and  fayre, 
Making  fweetefolace  to  herfelfc  alone; 
Sometimes  Che  fong,  as  lo wd  as  larke  in  ayre, 
Sometimes  (he  laught,  as  merry  as  Pope  lone* 
Yet  was  there  not  with  her  elfe  any  one, 
That  to  her  might  moue  caufe  of  meriment : 
Matter  of  merth  cnough,though  there  were  none 
She  could  deuife  ,  and  thou&nd  waies  inucnt, 

To  feede  her  foolift  humour,  and  vaine  iollimcnt. 

Which  when  far  of  Cymochles  heard,and  faw, 

He  lowdly  cald  to  fuch3as  were  abord, 

Thelittle  barkc  vnto  the  fhorc  to  draw. 

And  him  to  ferry  ouer  that  deepc  ford: 

The  merry  mariner  vnto  his  word 

Soone  hearkned,  and  her  painted  bote  ftrcightway 

Turndtothe  (hore,  where  that  fame  warlike  Lord 

She  in  rceciu'd  $but  Atin  by  no  way 
She  would  admit,  albc  the  knight  her  much  did  pray. 

Kz  Eft. 


158        Tf>e  fecon<?  ®°°ke  °f      Cant<  VI* 

Efcfbones  her  (hallow  fhip  away  did  Aide, 

More  fwift,  then  fwallow  (heres  the  liquid  skye, 

Withouten  oare  or  Pilot  it  to  guide, 

Or  winged  canuas  with  the  wind  to  fly , 

Onely  fhe  turnd  a  pin ,  and  by  and  by 

It  cut  away  vpon  the  yielding  waue, 

Ne  cared  ilie  her  courfe  for  to  apply : 

For  it  was  taught  the  way,  which  fhe  would  haue, 
And  both  from  rocks  and  flats  it  felfe  could  wifely  faue* 

And  all  the  way,  the  wanton  Damfell  found 
New  merth,  her  paffengcr  to  entertaine : 
For  Hie  in  pleafiunt  purpofe  did  abound, 
And  greatly  ioyed  merry  talcs  to  faine, 
Of  which  a  ftore-houfedid  with  her  remaine, 
Yet  fcemcd,  nothing  well  they  h  er  became  -7 
For  all  her  wordes  flic  drown  d  with  laughter  vainc, 
•  And  wanted  grace  in  vtt  ring  of  the  fame, . 

That  turned  all  her  plcalaunce  to  a  fcoffing  game. 

And  other  whiles  vaine  toyes  fhe  would  deuize, 
As  her  fantafticke  wit  did  moft  delight , 
Sometimes  her  head  Che  fondly  would  aguize 
With  gaudy  girlonds,  orfrefh  flowrets  dight 
About  her  necke,  or  rings  of  rufhes  plight; 
Sometimes  to  do  him  laugh ,  fhe  would  aflay 
To  laugh  at  fhaking'ofF the leaues  light, 
Or  to  behold  the  water  worke,  and  play 

About  her  little  frigot,  therein  making  way. 

Her  light  behauiour,  and  Ioofe  dalliauncc 

Gaue  wondrous  great  contentment  to  the  knight, 
That  of  his  way  he  had  no  fouenauncc, 
Nor  care  of  vo  w'd  reucnge,  and  cruell  fight, 

But 
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But  to  wcake  wench  did  yield  his  martiall  might. 
So  eafic  was  to  quench  his  flamed  mindc 
With  one  fweetc  drop  of  fenfuall  delight. 
So  eafie  is,  t'appeafc  theftormy  winde 
Of  malice  in  the  calme  of  pleafaunt  womankind. 

Diucrfc  difcourfes  in  their  way  they  fpent, 
Mongft  which  Cymochles  of  her  queftioned, 
Both  what  fhe  was,  and  what  that  vfage  mcnt, 
Which  in  her  cott  fhe  daily  pra£Uzed# 
Vainc  man  (faide  fhe)  that  wouldeft  be  reckoned 
A  ftraunger  in  thy  home,  and  ignoraunt 
Of  Phadria  ( for  fo  my  name  is  red  ) 
Of  Ph*driay  thine  ownc  fellow  fcruaunc  5 

For  thou  to  feruc  Acra/ia  thy  felfe  doeft  vaunt* 

In  this  wide  Inland  fea,  that  hight  by  name 
The  Idle  lake,  my  wandring  (hip  I  row, 
Thatknowes  her  port,and  thether  faylcs  by  ayme, 
Ne  care,nefcare  I,  how  the  wind  do  blow, 
Or  whether  fwift  I  wend,  or  whether  flow : 
Both  flow  and  fwift  alike  do  ferue  my  tourne, 
Ne  fw  elling  Neptune ,  ne  lo wd  thundring  lone 
Canchaungemycheare,  or  make  mecuermourne; 

My  little  boat  can  fafely  pafle  this  perilous  bourne* 

Whiles  thus  fhe  talked,  and  whiles  thus  fhe  toyd, 

They  were  far  paft  the  paflage,  which  he  fpake, 
And  come  vnto  an  Ifland,  wafte  and  voyd, 
Thatfloted  in  the  midft  of  that  greatlake , 
There  her  fmallGondelay  her  port  did  make, 
And  that  gay  payre  iflewmg  on  the  fhore 
Disburdned  her.  Their  way  they  forward  take 
Into  the  land,  that  lay  them  faire  before,  fftorc. 
Whofe  plcafaunce  fhe  him  fhewd ,  and  plentifull  great 

R  3  It 


2<$o        The  fecond  Booke  of        Qant.  VL 

It  was  a  chofen  plott  of  fertile  land, 

Emongft  wide  waives  fctt,  like  alitle  neft,  - 
As  if  it  had  by  Natures  cunning  hand, 
Bene  choycely  picked  out  from  all  the  reft, 
And  laid  forth  for  enfample  of  the  bed- 
No  dainty  flowre  or  herbe,  that  gcowes  on  grownd, 
No  arborett  with  painted  bloflbmes  dreft, 
And  fmellingfweete3but  there  it  might  be  fowiicJ 

Tobud  out  fa:re,&  throwe  h:r  fweete  fmels  alarownd.. 

No  tree,  whofe  branaches  did  not  brauely  fpringj 
No  braunch,  whereon  a  fine  bird  did  not  fitt: 
No  bird,  but  did  her  flirill  notes  fweetely  fing, 
No  fong  but  did  containe  a  louetyditt: 
Trees,  braunches5  birds,  and  fongs  were  framed  fitty 
For  to  allure  fraile  mind  to  carelelfe  eafe. 
Carelefle  the  man  foone  woxe,and  his  weake  witt 
Was  ouercome  of  thing,  that  did  him  pleafe; 

So  pleafed,  did  his  wrathfullpurpole  faire  appeafe. 

Thus  when  (Tiec  had  his  eyes  and  fences  fed 

With  falfe  delights,  and  fild  with  pleafures  vayn> 

Into  a  fhady  dale  ftie  foft  him  led, 

And  laid  him  downe  vpon  a  gcafly  playn; 

And  her  fweete  fclfe  without  dread,  or  difdayn> 

She  fett  befide,  laying  his  head  difarmd 

In  her  loofe  lap,  it  fof tly  to  fuftayn, 

Where  foone  he  flumbred  fearing  not  be  harmd, 

The  whils  with  a  loue  lay  fhe  thus  him  fweetly  charmd. 

Behold,  O  man,  that  toilefome  paines  docfl  take 
The  flowrs,  the  fields,and  all  that  pleafaunt  gr6wes, 
How  they  them  felues  doe  thine  enfample  make, 
Whiles  nothing  enuious  nature  them  forth  thro  wes 

Out 
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O  ut  of  her  fruitfull  lap;  how  noman  kno  wes, 
They  fpring,  they  bud,  they  bloflbmefrelh  andfaire, 
And  decke  the  world  with  their  rich  popous  thowes; 
Yet  no  man  for  them  taketh  paines  or  care5 
Yet  no  man  to  them  can  his  carefull  paines  compare. 

The  lilly,  Lady  of  the  flo  wring  field, 

The  flowre  deluce,  her  lonely  Paramoure, 
Bid  thee  to  them  thy  fruiclefle  labors  yield, 
And  foonc  leaue  off  this  toylfome  weary  ftourej 
Loeloe  how  braue  fhededes  her  bounteous  boure, 
With  filkin  curtens  and  gold  couerletts, 
Therein  to  fhrowd  her  fumptuousBelamoure, 
Yet  nether  fpinnes  nor  cards,ne  cares  nor  fretts, 

But  to  her  mother  Nature  all  her  care  the  letts. 

YJhy  then  docftthoivO  man,  that  of  them  all 
Art  Lord,  and  eke  of  nature  Soueraine, 
Wilfully  make  thy  felfc  a  wretched  thrall, 
And  wafte  thy  ioyous  howresin  needeleflepainc, 
Seeking  for  daunger  and  aduen  turcs  vaine? 
What  bootes  it  al  to  haue,  and  nothing  vfe? 
W ho  lhall  him  rew.that  fwimming  in  the  maine, 
Will  die  for  thrift,  and  water  doth  refufe? 

Refufc  fuch  fruitlefle  toile,  and  prefent  pleafures  chufe. 

By  this  (he  had  him  lulled  fad  a  ficepe. 
That  of  no  wordly  thing  he  care  did  take* 
Then  fhc  with  liquors  ftrong  hiscies  didfteepe, 
That  nothing  fliould  him  haltily  awake: 
So  fhe  him  Iefte,and  did  her  felfe  be  take 
Vnto  her  boat  again,  with  which  fhe  cleftc 
The  flouthfull  waue  of  thfit  great  griefy  lake; 
Soone  rtiee  that  Ifland  far  behind  her  lefte,  (wefte* 

And  now  is  come  to  that  fame  place,  where firft  fhe 

&4  By 
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By  this  time  was  the  worthy  Guyon  brought 
Vnto  the  other  fide  of  that  wide  ftrond. 
Where  fhe  was  rowing,  and  for  paflage  fought: 
Him  needed  not  long  call,  fhcefoone  tohond 
Her  ferry  brought,  where  him  fhe  bydingfond, 
With  his  fad  guide-iiim  fclfe  fhe  tooke  a  boord, 
Butthe^/^  Palmer  faffred  (till  to  fiond, 
Nc  would  for  price,or  prayers  once  affoord, 

To  ferry  that  old  man  ouer  the  perlous  f oord, 

Cnjon  was  loath  to  leaue  his  guide  behind, 
Yetbeingentred ,  might  notbackcrctyre; 
For  the  flitt  barke,  obaymg  to  her  mind, 
Forth  launched  quickly,  as  fhe  did  defire, 
Ne  gaue  him  leaue  to  bid  that  aged  fire 
Adieu,  but  nimbly  ran  her  wonted  courfc 
Through  the  dull  billowes  thicke  as  troubled  mire* 
Whom  nether  wind  out  of  their  feat  could  forfe, 

Nor  timely  tides  did  driueout  of  their  fluggifhfaurfc. 

And  by  the  way,  as  was  her  wonted  guize, 
Her  mery  fittfoee  frefhly  gan  to  reare, 
And  did  of  ioy  and  iollity  deuizc, 
Hcrfelfeto  chcrifc,  and  her  gueft  tocheare.- 
The  knight  was  courteous5and  did  not  forbcare 
Her  honeft  merth  and  plcafaun  ce  to  partake*, 
But  when  hefaw  her  toy,  and  gibe,and  geare, 
And  paffc  the  bonds  of  modeft  merimakc, 

Her  dalliaunce  he  defpifd,and  follies  did  forfake. 

Yetfheftill  followed  her  former  ftyle, 

Andfaid5anddidall  tharmotc  him  delight, 
Till  they  arriued  in  that  pleafaunt  He, 
\Vhere  flecping  late  (he  leftc  her  other  knjght. 


But 
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But  whenas  Guyon  of that  land  had  fight, 
He  wift  him  felfe  amifle,  and  angry  faid; 
Ah  Dame,  perdy  ye  haue  not  doen  me  right, 
Thus  to  miilcad  mee,  whiles  I  you  obaid: 

Melitle  needed  from  my  right  way  to  haue  ftraid. 

Faire  Sir  (qd.  (he)  be  not  difpleafd  at  all; 

Who  fares  on  fea,  may  not  commaund  his  way, 

Nc  wind  and  weather  at  his  pleafure  call: 

Thcfeais  widc,andcafyfortoftray; 

The  wind  vnftable,  and  doth  ncuer  ftay. 

But  here  a  while  ye  may  in  fafety  reft, 

Till  feafon  feme  new  paflage  to  aflay; 

Better  fafe  port,  then  be  in  leas  diflxeft. 
Therewith  (he  laughr,  and  did  her  earnefl:  end  in  icfh 

But  he  halfc  difcontent,  mote  nathelefTe 
Himfelfeappeafe,and  lfTcwd  forth  on  fhorc: 
The  ioy es  whereof,  and  happy  fuitfulncflc, 
Such  as  he  faw,  fhe  gan  him  lay  before, 
And  all  though  pleafaunt,yet  (he  made  much  more* 
The  fields  did  laugh,  the  flowres  did  frefhly  fpring, 
The  trees  did  bud,  and  early  bloflbmes  bore, 
And  all  the  quire  of  birds  did  fweetly  fing, 

And  told  that  gardins  plcafures  in  their  caroling. 

And  fhe  more  fweeteathcn  any  bird  on  bough, 
Would  oftentimes  cmongft  them  bcare  a  part, 
And  ftriue  to  paffe  ( as  fhe  could  well  enough) 
Their  natiuc  muficke  by  her  skilful  art: 
So  did  (he  all,  that  might  his  conftant  hart 
Withdraw  from  thought  of  warlike  enterprise, 
And  drowne  in  difTolutc  delights  apart, 
Where  noifc  of armcs,  or  vew  of  martiall  guizc 

Might  not  reuiuc  defire  of  knightly  exercize. 

But 
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But  he  was  wife,  and  wary  of  her  will, 

And  eucr  held  his  hand  vpon  his  hart: 

Yet  would  not  feeme  fo  rude,  and  chewed  illj 

As  to  defpife  fo  curteous  feeming  part, 

That  gentle  Lady  did  to  him  impart, 

But  fairly  tempring  fonddefire  fubdewd, 

And  euer  her  defired  to  depart. 

Shelift  not  hcare,  but  her  difports  pourfewd3 
And  euer  bad  him  ftay,  till  time  the  tide  renewd* 

And  now  by  this,  Cy?mcMeshowrc  was  fpent, 
That  he  awoke  out  ofhisydle  dreme. 
And  (haking  off  his  drowfy  dreriment, 
Can  him  auize,  howe  ill  did  him  befeme, 
In  flouthfull  fleepe  his  molten  hart  to  fteme, 
And  quench  the  brond  of  his  concerned  yre. 
Tho  vp  he  ftarted,  ftird  with  fhame  extreme, 
Ne  ftaied  for  his  Damfell  to  inquire, 

But  marched  to  the  Strond^heir  paffage  to  require. 

And  in  the  way  he  with  Sir  Guy  on  mett, 
Accompanyde  with  Phddria  the  faire, 
Eftfoones  hegan  to  rage,  and  in!y  frett, 
Crying ,  Let  be  that  Lady  debonaire, 
Thou recreaunt knight,  andfoone  thy  felfe  prepairc 
To  batteile,  if thou  meane  her  loue  to  gayn: 
Loe/loe  already,  how  the  fowlcs  in  aire 
Doeflocke,  awaiting  fhortly  to  obtayn 

Thy  c areas  for  their  pray>the  guerdon  of  thy  payn. 

And  therewith  all  he  ficrfly  at  him  flew, 
And  with  importune  outrage  him  aflayld; 
Who  foone  prepard  to  field,  his  fword  forth  drew, 
And  him  with  equall  vakw  counteruayld:  v 

Their 
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Their  mightie  ftrokes  their  habericons  difmayld, 
And  naked  made  each  others  manly  fpalless 
The  mortall  fteele  defpiteoufly  entayld 
Deepe  in  their  flclh;  quite  through  the  >  ron  walles,  " 
That  a  large  purple  ftream  adown  their  giambcuxfalles 

Cymocles,  that  had  neuer  mett  Beforey 
So  puiffantfoe,  with  enuious  defpight 
His  pro  wd  prefumed  force  increafed  more, 
Difdeigning  to  bee  held  fo  long  in  fight; 
Sir  Guyon  grudging  not  fo  much  his  might, 
As  thofe  vnknightly  raylkiges,  which  he  fpoke, 
With  vvrathftill  firehis  corage  kindled  bright^ 
Thereof  deuifing  fhortly  to  be  wroke, 

And  doublingall  his  powres,  redoubled  euery  ftroke. 

Both  of  them  high  attonce  their  hands  enhaunft, 
And  both  attonce  their  huge  blowes  down  didfway^ 
Cymochles  fword  on  Guyomttiidd  yglaunft, 
And  there  of  nigh  one  quarter  fheard  away^ 
But  Guyomzngvy  blade  fo  fiers  did  play 
On  th  others  helmett,  which  as  Tz/^ftione, 
That  quite  itcloue  his  plumed  creftin  tway, 
And  bared  all  his  head  vnto  the  bone-, 

Wherewith  aftonifht,ftill  he  ftood,as  fcncelcffe  ftone;. 

Still  as  heftood,  &yvtPh*driay  thatbeheld 

That  deadly  daunger  ,  foone  atweene  them  ran*,. 
And  at  their  feet  her  felfe  moft  humbly  feld, 
Crying  with  pitteous  voyce3  and  count'nance  wan$, 
Ah  well  away,  moft  noble  Lords,how  can 
Your  cruell  eyes  endure  fo  pitteous-fight, 
Toflicd  yourliueson  ground?  wo  worth  the  man,. 
That  firft  did  teach  the  curfed  fteele  to  bight 

in  his  o  wnc  flelli,and  make  way  to  the  liuing  lprighc. 

W 
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If  cucr  louc  of  Lady  did  empierce 

Your  yron  breftes,  or  pittie  could  find  place, 
Withhold  your  bloody  handes  from  battaill  fierce, 
Andfithformcyc  fight,  to  me  this  grace 
Both  yield,  to  ftay  your  deadly  ftryfe  a  fpacc. 
They  ftayd  a  while:  and  forth  fhe  gan  proceed: 
Moft  wretched  woman,  and  of  wicked  race,  j 
That  am  the  authour  of  this  hainous  deed,  (breed. 

And  caufe  of  death  bctweene  two  doughtie  knights  do 

■ 

But  if  for  me  ye  fight,or  me  will  ferue, 

Not  this  rude  kynd  of  battaill,  nor  thefe  armes 
Are  meet,  the  which  doe  men  in  bale  to  fteruc, 
Anddoolefull  forrow  heape  with  deadly  harmes: 
Such  cruellgamc  my  fcarmoges  difarmcs: 
Another  warre,and  other  weapons  I 
Doe  loue,  where  loue  does  giue  his  fwcet  Alarmes, 
Without  bloodfhed, and  where  the  enimy 

Does  yield  vnto  his  foe  a  pleafaunt  vi&ory. 

Debatefull  ftrife,and  cruell  enmity 

The  famous  name  of  knighthood  fowly  fhend; 
But  louely  peacc,and  gentle  amity, 
And  in  Amours  the  pafling  howres  to  fpend, 
The  mighcie  martial!  handes  doe  moft  commend; 
Of  loue  they  cuer  greater  glory  bore. 
Then  of  their  armes:  Mars  is  CupidecshtnA, 
And  is  for  Venu$\oucs>  renowmed  more, 
Then  all  his  wars  and  fpoiles,  the  which  he  did  of  yore. 

Therewith  <he  fweetly  fmyld.  They  though  full  bent, 
To  proue  extremities  of  bloody  fight, 
Yet  at  her  fpeach  their  rages  gan  relent, 
And  calrae  the  fea  of  their  tcropeftuous  fpight, 

Such 
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Such  powre  haue  pleating  wordesrfuch  is  the  might 
Of  courteous  clemcncyingentlehart. 
Now  after  all  was  ceaft,  the  Faery  knight 
Belought  that  Damzell  fuffer  him  depart, 

Andyield  him  ready  palTage  to  that  other  part. 

She  no  lefle  glad,then  he  defirous  was 
Of  his  departure  thence;  for  of  her  ioy 
And  vaine  delight  ihe  faw  he  light  did  pas, 
A  foe  of  folly  and  immodeft  toy, 
Still  folemne  fad,  or  ftill  difdainfull  coy, 
Delighting  all  in  armcs  and  cruell  warre, 
That  her  f weet  peace  and  pleafures  did  annoy, 
Troubled  with  tcrrour  and  vnquietiarre, 

That  fhe  well  pleafed  was  thence  10  amouc  him  farre. 

Tho  him  fhe  brought  abord,  and  her  fwift  bote 
Forthwith  dire&ed  to  that  further  ftrand; 
The  which  on  the  dull  wauesdid  lightly'dote 
And  foone  arriued  on  the  fliallow  fand, 
Where  gladfomc  GnyonhXieA  forth  to  land, 
And  to  that  Damfell  thankes  gauc  for  reward. 
Vpon  thatfhore  hefpyed  Attn  ftand, 
Thereby  his  maifter  left,  when  late  he  far'd 

In  Phddrw  flitt  barck  oucr  that  perlous  fhard. 

Well  could  he  himremember,fith  of  late 
He  with  Pyrrbochics  rtiarp  debatement  made; 
Strei  ght  gan  he  him  reuyle,and  bitter  rate, 
AsShepheardscurre,thatindarke  eueninges  ftadc 
Hath  traaedforthfomefaluagc  beaaes  trade; 
VileMifcreaunt  (faid  he)  whether  doft  thou  flye 
1  Iwfliame  and  death,  which  will  thee  foone  inuade> 
What  coward  hand  iTiall  doe  thee  next  to  dye, 

That  art  thusfowly  Es4d  fromfaawus  enimy/ 

With 
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With  that  he  ftifly  (hooke  his  ftcclhcad  dart: 

1  Butfobcr<j«ye»,hcaringhimforaylCj 
Though  fomcwhat  moucd  in  his  mightic  hart, 
Yet  with  ftrong  reafon  maiftrcd  paflion  fraile, 
And  paflcd  fayrcly  forth.  He  turning  taile, 
Backe  to  ths  ftrond  retyrd,and  there  ftill  ft  ayd, 
Awaiting  p  aflagc,  which  him  late  did  fade; 
The  whiles  Cymocbles  with  that  wanton  mayd 

The  hafty  heat  of  his  auowd  reuengc  dclayd , 

VVhyleft  there  the  varlet  flood,  he  faw  from  farre 
'   An  armed  knight,  that  towardes  him  faft  ran, 
He  ran  on  foot,  as  if  in  luckleffe  warre 
His  forlorne  fteed  from  him  the  vigour  wan, 
He  fcemedbrcathlcffejhartlefle/aint^nd  wan, 
And  all  his  armour  fprinckled  was  with  blood, 
And  foyld  with  durtie  gore,  that  no  m  an  can 
Difcernc  the  hew  thereof.  He  neuer  flood, 
But  bent  his  haftic  courfe  towardes  the  ydle  flood. 

The  vfcrlett  faw,  when  to  the  flood  he  came, 
How  without  flop  or  flay  he  fierfly  lent, 
And  dcepe  him  felfebeducked  in  the  fame, 
That  in  the  lake  his  loftic  creft  was  ftept, 
Ncof  hisfafetiefcemcd  carchekept. 
But  with  his  raging  armes  he  rudely  flaint, 
The  waues  about,and  all  his  armour  fwept, 
Thatallthebloodand  filth  away  was  wajht, 

Yctftill  hebetthe  water,and  thebillowes  daiut. 

jtm  drew  nigh,  to  weet,  what  it  motcbee; 
For  much  he  wondred  at  that  vncouth  fight;  . 
Whom  (houldhcbut  his  own  dcareLord,thereiee, 
His  owns  dcarc  Lord  pjrrbttMtsja  fad  Ph&ht>R^ 
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Ready  to  drownc  him  felfe  for  fell  dcfpight. 
Harrow  now  out,and  well  away,  he  cryde^ 
What  difinall  day  hath  lent  but  dm  his  curfcd  light, 
To  fee  my  Lord  fo  deadly  damnifyde 

?yrrhocbks£>  Fyrrhochles,  what  is  thee  betyde? 

I  burne,  I  burnej  burne,then  lowd  he  crydc, 
O  how  I  burne  with  implacable  fyre, 
Yet  nought  can  quench  mine  inly  flamingfydc, 
Norfea  oflicourcold,norlakeofmyre,' 
Nothing  but  death  tan  doe  me  to  re/pyre. 
Ah  be  it  ( faid  he)from  Pyrrhoctrtesimo. 
After  purfewing  death  once  to  requyre 
Or  think,that  ought  thoft  puifTant  hands  may  marrc 

Death  is  for  wretches  borne  vndcr  vnhappy  ftarrc. 

Perdy  e,  then  is  it  fitt  for  meffaid  he) 

That  am,  I  weene,  mcfft  wretched  man  aliuc, 
Burning  m  dames,yct  no  flames  can  I  fee, 
And  dying  dayly  ,day!y  yet  reuiue: 
O  ^//^helpe  to  me  laft  death  to  giue. 
The  varlet  at  his  plaint  was  grieued  fo  fore, 
That  his  deepe  wounded  hart  in  two  did  riue 

tv  7 ct    S  TM  hcalth  remembringnow  no  morc> 
Did  follow  that  cnfample/vhich  he  bhm'd  afore.j  J 

Into  the  lake  he  lept,his  Lord  to  ayd, 

(So  Loue  the  dread  of  daunger  doth  defpife) 
And  of  him  catching  hold  him  ftrongly  ftayd 
Rom  drowning.  But  more  happy  he, then  wife 
ut  that  leas  nature  did  him  not  auife. 
The  wanes  thereoffo  flow  and  Huggifh  were, 
Jngroft  with  mud,  which  did  them  fowle  asrife 
That  euery  weighty  thing  they  did  vpbearef  ' 

Me  ought  mote  eucr  finck  downe  to  the  bottom  there. 

Whyles 
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Whiles  thus  they  ftrug&3  in  that  y  die  wauc, 

Andftroue  in  vaine,the  one  him  felre  to  drownc, 
The  other  both  from  drowning  for  to  fauc, 
Lo,to  thatfhoreonein  anauncientgowne, 
Whofe  hoary  locks  great  grauitie  did  crowne, 
Holding  in  hand  a  goodly  arming  fword, 
By  fortune  camc,ledd  with  the  troublous  fownc: 
Where  drenched  deepe  he  fownd  in  that  dull  ford 

The  carefull  feruaunt,ftryuing  with  his  raging  Lord.  ( 

Him  Atin  fpyingjenew  right  well  of  yore, 
And  lo  wdly  cald,  Help  helpe,  O  Arching 
To  faue  my  Lord,in  wretched  plight  forlore; 
Helpe  with  thy  hand,or  with  thy  coimfcllfage: 
Weake  handes,  but  counfdl  is  moft  ftrong  in  age. 
Him  when  the  old  rrian,faw  he  woundred  fore, 
To  fee  Pyrrhochles  there  fo  rudely  rage: 
Yet  fithens  helpe,  he  faw,  ht  needed  more 

Then  pitty,he  in  haft  approched  to  the  thore  ♦ 

And  cM^Pjrrhochlesywh2t  is  this,  I  fee? 

W  hat  hellifh  fury  hath  at  earft  thee  hent? 

Furious  euer  I  thee  knew  to  bee. 

Yet  neuer  in  this  ftraunge  aftonifliment. 

Thefeflames,thefeflames(he  cryde)do  me  torment. 

What  flames  (qd.  he)  when  I  thee  prefent  fee, 

Indaunger  rather  to  be  drent,then  brent? 

Harrow,the  flames,  which  meconfume  (faid  hec) 
Nc  can  be  quencht,  within  my  fecret  bovvelles  bee. 

That  curfed  man,  that  cruel  feend  of  hell, 
Furor  >oh  Furor  hath  me  thus  bedight: 
His  deadly  woundes  within  my  liuers  fwell, 
And  his  vvhott  fyre  burnes  in  mine  cntralics  bright, 

Kindled . 
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Kindled  through  his  infernall  brond  of  fpight, 
Sithlate  with  him  I  batteillvaine  would  boftc , 
That  now  I  weene       dreaded  thunder  light 
Does  fcorch  not  halfe  fo  fore ,  nor  damned  ghofte 
In  flaming  vblegcton  does  not  fb  felly  rofte* 

Which  when  as  Archimago  heard,  his  griefe 
He  knew  right  well,  and  him  attonce  difarmd  : 
Then  fearcht  his  fecret  woundes.and  made  a  priefe 
Of  eucry  place,  that  was  withbruzing  harmd, 
Or  with  the  hidden  fier  inly  warmd. 
Which  doen,hc  balmes  and  herbes  thereto  applyde, 
And  euermore  tvith  mightiefpels  them  charmd, 
That  in  fhort  fpace  he  has  them  qualifyde, 

And  him  reftor'd  to  helth,that  would  haue  algatesdyde. 


-**That  to  a  ftedfaft  ftarre  his  courfc  hath  bent, 
When  foggy  miftes,  or  cloudy  tempefts  hauc 
The  faithfiill  light  of  that  faire  lampe  yblent, 
And  coucr'd  heauen  with  hideous  dreriment, 
Vpon  his  card  and  compas  firmes  his  eye, 
The  mayfters  of  his  long  experiment, 
And  to  them  does  the  fteddy  helme  apply, 
Bidding  his  winged  vcffellfairely  forward  fly. 


S  Pilot  well  expert  in  perilous  waue, 


S 
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So  Guyon  hailing  loft  his  truftic  guyde, 
Late  left  beyond  that  Tdlclake,  proceedes 
Yet  on  his  way,  of  none  accompany  dej 
And  euermore  himfelfe  with  comfort  feedes, 
Ofhisowne  vermes,  and  praife-worthie  deedes. 
So  long  he  y  ode,  yet  no  aduenture  found. 
Which  fame  of  her  fhrill  trompct  worthy  reedes: 
For ftill  he  traucild  through  wide  wafifull  ground, 

That  nought  but  defertwildernefiefhewed  all  around. 

At  lad  he  came  vnto  a  gloomy  glade, 

Couer'd  with  boughes  &  fhrubs  from  heauens  light* 
Whereas  he  fitting  found  in  fecret  fhade 
An  vncouth,  faluage,and  vnciuilc  wight, 
Of  griefly  hew,  and  fowle  ill  fauour'd  fight; 
His  face  with  fmokc  was  tand  &  eies  were  bleard 
His  head  and  beard  vyith  fout  were  ill  bedight, 
His  cole-blacke  hands  didfeeme  tohatiebenfeard 

In  fmythes  fire-fpitting  forge,  and  nayles  like  clawes  ap- 

rpearcL 

His  yron  cote  all  oucrgrownc  with  ruft, 
Was  vnderncath  enuelopcd  with  gold, 
Whofe  gliftring  glofle  dat^kjed  with  filthy  duft3 
Weil  yet  appeared ,  to  haue  beene  of  old 
A  worke  of  rich  enuyl^  and  curious  mould, 
Wouen  with  antickes  and  vvyld  y  magery  : 
And  in  his  lap  a  made  of  coyne  he  told, 
And  turned  vpfide  do  wne,  to  feede  his  eye 

And  couetous  defire  with  his  huge  thrcafury* 

And  round  about  him  lay  on  euery  fide 

Great  heapes  of  gold,that  neuer  could  be  fpent : 
Of  which  fome  were  rude  owre,  not  purifide 
Of  Mtlgibw  deuouring  element  i 

Some 
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Some  others  were  new  driuen,and  diftent 
Into  great  Ingowes,  and  to  wedges  fquarc^ 
Some  in  round  plates  withoutcn  moniment : 
But  moft  were  ftampt,  and  in  their  metal  bare 
The  antique  fhapes  of  kings  and  kefars  ftraung  &rare. 

Soone  as  he  Guyon  faw,  in  great  affright 
And  hafte  he  rofe  ,for  to  rcmoue  afidc 
Thofcpretious  hils  from  ftraungers  enuious  fight, 
And  do  wne  them  poured  through  an  hole  full  wide. 
Into  the  hollow  earth  ,  them  there  to  h  ide. 
But  Guyon  lightly  to  him  leaping ,  ftayd 
His  hand,  that  trembled,  as  one  terrifydc; 
And  though  him  felfe  were  at  the  light  difmayd, 

Yet  him  perforce  reftraynd,  and  to  him  doubtfull fayd. 

What  art  thou  man,  (if  man  at  all  thou  art ) 
That  here  in  defert  haft  thine  habitaunce, 
And  thefe  rich  bils  of  welth  doeft  hide  apart 
From  the  worldes  cye,and  from  her  right  vfauncc? 
Thereat  with  (taring  eyes  fixed  askaunce, 
In  great  difdaine,  hcanfwerd, Hardy  Elfe, 
Thatdareft  vew  my  direfullcountenaunce, 
I  read  thee  rafh,and  heedlefle  of  thy  felfe, 

To  trouble  my  ftillfeatc^andheapes  ofpretious  pelfe. 

God  of  the  world  and  worldlings  I  me  call, 
Great  Mammon,  greatefigod  below  the  sky^ 
That  of  my  plenty  pourc  out  vnto  all, 
And  vnto  none  my  graces  do  enuye : 
Riches,  renowme,  and  principality, 
Honour,  eftate,  and  all  this  worldes  good, 
For  which  men  fwinck  and  fweat  incefTantly, 
Fro  me  do  flow  into  an  an  pic  flood, 

And  in  the  hollow  earth  hauc  their  etcrnall  brood. 

S  2  Where 
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Wherefore  if  me  thou  deigne  to  feme  and  fcw3  1 

Atthycommaund  lo  all  thefemountainesbeo; 

Or  if  to  thy  great  mind,  or  greedy  vew 

All  thefe  may  not  fuffife,  there  fhall  to  thee 

Ten  times  fo  much  be  nombred  franckc  and  free. 

Mammon  (faid  he)  thy  godheads  vaunt  is  vaine, 

And  idle  offers  of  thy  golden  fee ; 

To  them,that  couet  fuch  eye-glutting  gaine, 
Proffer  thy  giftes ,  and  fitter  feruaunts  entertaine. 

Me  ill  befits  5  that  in  dcrdoin  g  armes, 

And  honours  fuit  my  vowed  daies  do  fpend, 
Vnto  thy  bounteous  baytes, and  pleafing charmes, 
With  which  weakemen  thou  witcheft,  to  attend  : 
Regard  of  worldly  mucke  doth  fowly  blend, 
And  low  abafe  the  high  heroicke  fpright3 
That  ioyes  for  crovvnes  and  kingdomes  to  contend; 
Faire  fhields,gay  fteedes,  bright  armes  be  my  delight: 

Thofe  be  the  riches  fit  for  an  aduent'rous  knight. 

Vaine  glorious  Elfc  ( faide  he)  doeft  not  thou  weet. 

That  money  can  thy  wantes  at  will  fupply  ? 

Sheilds^rteeds.andarmes^and  all  things  for  thee  meet 

It  can  purvay  in  twinckling  of  an  eye; 

And  crownes  and  kingdomes  to  thee  multiply. 

Doe  not  I  kings  create,  and  throw  the  crowne 

Sometimes  to  him,  that  low  in  duft  doth.ly  ? 

And  him  that  raignd,  into  his  rowme  thruft  downe, 
And  whom  I  luft,  do  heape  with  glory  and  renowne  ? 

All  otherwife  (  faidc  he  )  I  riches  read. 

And  deeme  them  roote  of  all  difquictnefle; 

Firft  got  with  guile,  and  then  preferu'd  with  dread, 

And  after  fpent  with  pride  and  lauifhnefle, 

Leauing 


Lcauing  behind  them  gnefe  and  heauinefle.  . 
Infinite  mifchiefes  of  them  doe  arize, 
Strife,  and  debate,  blood(hed,and  bittcrncflc, 
Outrageous  wrong, and  hellifh  couetize. 
That  noble  heart  in  great  diftionour  doth  deipizc. 

i  Ne  thinebekingdomes3nethefcepters  thine ; 

But  realmes  and  rulers  thou  doeft both  confound, 
And  loyall  truth  to  treafon  doeft  incline; 
Witnefie  the  guiltleffe  blood  pourd  oft  on  ground, 
The  crowned  often  flainc  y  the  flayer  cround  } 
The  facred  Diademe  in  pecces  rent, 
And  purple  robe  gored  with  many  a  wound ; 
Caftles furprizd5great  citties  fackt  and  brent : 
So  mak'ft  thou  kings ,  &  gay  neft  wrongfull  gouernmet. 

Long  were  to  tell  the  troublou s  ftorm  es3that  tofle 
The  priuate  ftate,  and  mske  the  life  vnfweet : 
Who  fwelling  faylcs in  Cafpian  fea  doth  crofle, 
And  in  ftayls  wood  on  Adrian  gulf  doth  fleet, 
Doth  not,  I  weenc,  fo  many  euils  meet. 
Then  Mammon  wexing  wroth3  And  why  then,  foyd, 
Are  mortall  men  fo  fond  and  vndifcieet, 
So  euill  thing  to  fceke  vnto  their  ayd, 

And  hauing  not  complaine,  and  hauing  it  vpbrayd  ? 

Indeedc  (quoth  he)  through  fowle  intempcraunc^ 
Fraylc  men  are  oft  capf  iu'd  to  couetifc : 
But  would  they  thinke,  with  how  fmall  allowaunce 
Vntroublcd  Nature  doth  her  felfe  fuffife , 
Such  fuperfluities  they  would  defpife, 
Which  with  fad  cares  em  peach  our  nadue  ioyes : 
At  the  well  head  the  purcft  ftreames  arifes 
I    But  mucky  filth  hisbraunchingarmes  annoyes, 
1  And  with  vncomely  weedes  the  gentle  waueaccloyes. 

'  S  3  The 


2,76         TJiefecondBooke  of  QanuVIK 
The  antique  world,inhis  firftflo  wring  youth, 
Fownd  no  defedt  in  his  Creators  grace, 
But  with  glad  thankes,  and  vnrcproued  truth, 
The  guifts  offoueraine  bounty  did  embrace: 
Like  Angels  life  was  then  mens  happy  caces 
But  later  ages  pride,like  corn-fed  deed, 
Abufd  her  plenty,  and  fat  fwolne  encreacc 
To  all  licentious  luft,  and  gan  exceed 
(Thc  meafufe  of  her  meane3  and  naturall  firft  need. 

Then  gan  a  curfed  hand  the  quiet  wombe 

Of  his  great  Grandmothec'with  fteeletowound* 

And  rhe  hid  rrcafures  in  her  fecred  tombe, 

With  Saeriledgc  to  dig.  Therein  he  fownd 

Foantaines  of  gold  and  filucr  to  abownd, 

Of  which  the  matter  of  his  huge  defire 

And  pompous  pride  eftfoones  he  did  compownd;  - 

Then  auance  gan  through  his  veines  infbire 

His  greedy  flames.and  kindled  life-deuouring  fire, 

Sonne  (faid  he  then)  Iettbe  thy  bi  tter  fcome, 
.And  leaue  therudeneffe  ofthat  antique  age 
Tothcm^thatliu'dtherin  in  ftateforiome; 
Thou  that  doeft  liue  in  later  times,  mud  wage 
Thy  workes  for  wealth, and  life  for  gold  engage*. 
If  then  thee  lift  my  offred  grace  to  vfe, 
Take  what  thou  plcafc  of  all  this  furplufagcj 
If  thee  lift  not,  leaue  haue  thou  to  refufe: 

Butthingrefufed)  doe  not  after w  ard  accufe. 

Meliftnotffaid  thcElfinknight)  receaue 
Thing  offred,  till  I  know  it  well  be  gort, 
Ne  wote  I,  but  thou  did  ft  thefe  goods  bereauc 
From  rightful!  omvx  by  vnrighteous  lott,.. 
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Or  thacbloodgiiiltQclTeor  guile  them  blott. 
Perdy  (qd.he)  yetneucr  eiedid  vew, 
Ne  tong  did  tell,  ne  hand  thefe  handled  not, 
But  fafe  I  haue  them  kept  in  fecret  mew, 
From  heuens  fight,  and  po  wre  of  al  which  the  pourfew. 

What  fecret  place  (qd.  he )  can  fafrfy  hold 
So  huge  a  mafle,  and  hide  from  beaucns  eie? 
Or  where  haft  thou  thy  wonne,  that  fomuch  gold 
Thou  canftpreferue  from  wrong  and  robbery? 
Come  thou  (qd.he.>andfee.Sobyandby. 
Through  that  thick  couert;  he  him  led,  and  fownd 
A  darkefome  way,  whkh  no  man  could  defcry, 
That  deep  defcended  through  the  hollow  grown d, 

And  was  with  dread  andhbrror  compafl ed  arownd. 

At  length  they  came  into  a  larger  (pace, 
That  ftrctchtit  fclfe  into  an  ample  plaync. 
Through  which  a  beaten  broad  high  way  did  trace,1 
That  ftreight  did  lead  to  Plutoesgrkfly  rayne: 
By  that  way es  fide,  there  fate  in  ternall  Payne, 
Andfaftbefidehim  fat  tumultuous  Strife: 
The  one  in  hand  an  yron  whip  did  ftrayne, 
The  other  brandifhed  a  bloody  knife, 

;  And  both  did  gnafh  their  teeth,5c  both  did  thrcten  life. 

On  thother  fide  in  one  confbrt  there  fate, 
Cruell  Reuenge,  and  rancorous  Defpight, 
Difloyall  Treafon,  and  hart-burning  Hate, 
But  gnawing  Gealofy  out  of  their  fight 
Sitting  aIonc,his  bitter  lips  did  bigh"t, 
And  trembling  Feare  ftill  to  and  fro  did  fly, 
And  found  no  placc9wher  fafe  he  fliroud  him  might, 
Lamenting  Sorrow  did  in  darknes  lye. 

And  ihame  his  vgly  face  did  hide  from  liuing  eye. 

S4  And 
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And  ouer  them  fad  horror  with  grim  hew, 
Did  alwaics  fore;beating  his  yron  wings* 
And  after  him  Owlesand  Night-rauens  ffewy 
Thehatefullmeffengers  of  heauy  things* 
Gf  death  and  dolor  telling  fad  tidings; 
Whiles  fad  Or/<w,  fitting  on  a  clifte, 
A  fong  of  bale  and  bitter  forrow  fings, 
That  hart  of  flint  a  fonder  could  haue  rifte: 

Which  hauingended,  after  him  lhe  flyeth  fwiftc; 

AH  thefe  before  the  gates  of  Pluto  lay, 

By  whom  they  palfing.fpake  vnto  them  nought. 
But  th'Elfin  knight  with  wonder  all  the  way 
Did  feed  his  eyes,  and  fild  his  inner  thought. 
At  laft  him  to  a  litle  dore  he  brought, 
That  to  the  gate  of  Hell,  which  gaped  wide, 
Was  next  adioy nirig,  ne  them  parted  nought.- 
Betwtxt  them  both  was  but  a  litle  ftride, 

ThatdidthchoufeofRichefTe  from  hellmouth  diuidcv 

Before  the  dore  fat  fclfe-confuming  Care, 

Day  and  night  keeping  wary  watch  and  ward, 
For  feare  leaft  Force  or  Fraud  (hould  vnawarc 
Breake  in,  andfpoile  the  treafure  there  in  gardr 
Ne  would  he  fuffer  Sleepe  once  thether-watd 
Approch,  albc  his  drowfy  den  were  next; 
For  next  to  death  is  Sleepe  to  be  compard: 
Therefore  his  houfe  is  vnto  his  annext; 
Here  Sleep,  therRicheffc.&Helgate  the  both  betwexr. 

So  foone  as  Mammon  there  arriud,  the  dore 
To  him  did  open,  and  affoorded  way; 
Him  followed  eke  Sir  Guy  on  euermore, 
Ne  darkcncfliB  him,ne  daungcr  might  diimay. 
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Soonc  as  he  entred  was,  the  dore  ftreighc  way 
Did  fliutt,and  from  behind  it  forth  there  lepc 
An  vgly  feend,  more  fowle  then  difmal!  day, 
The  which  with  ir  on  ftrous  ftalke  behind  him  ftepr5 
Andeuerashe  went,  dew  watch  vpon  him  kept. 

Well  hoped  hee,  ere  long  that  hardy  guefty 
If  euer  couetous  hand,  or  luftfull  eye, 
Or  lips  he  layd  on  thing,  that  likte  him  beft^ 
Or  euer  fleepe  his  eieftrings  did  vntye, 
Should  be  his  pray.  And  therefore  ftill  on  hyc 
He  ouer  him  did  hold  his  cru  ell  cl  awes, 
Threatning  with  greedy  gripe  to  doe  him  dy^ 
And  rend  in  peeces  with  his  rauenous  pawes, 

If  euer  he  tranfgreft  the  fatal!  Stygian  lawes. 

That  houfes  forme  within  was  rude  and  flrong, 
Lyke  an  huge  cauc,hewne  out  ofrocky  clifte, 
From  whofe  rough  vaut  the  ragged  breaches  hong> 
Emboli  with  mafly  gold  of  glorious  guifte, 
And  withrich  metall  loaded  euery  rifte, 
That  heauy  ruine  they  did  fceme  to  threat^ 
And  ouer  them  Arachne  high  did  lifte 
Her  cunning  web,  and  fpred  her  fubtile  nett,  (Iett, 

E  n wrapped  in  fowle  finokc  and  clo  uds  more  black  the& 

Both  roofe,  and  floore,  and  walls  were  all  of  gold, 
Butouergrowne  with  dud  and  old  decay^ 
And  hid  m  darkenes,  that  none  could  behold 
The  hew  thereof:  for  ve w  of  cherefull  day 
Did  neuer  in  that houfe  itfelfe  difplay, 
But  a  faint  fhadow  of  vncertein  light; 
Such  as  a  lamp,  whole  life  does  fadeaway.0 
Or  as  the  Moone  cloathed  with  clowdy  nigbr, 

Docs  fliew  to  him,  that  walkes  in  feare  and  fad  affright. 

la 
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In  all  that  rowmc  was  nothing  to  be  fecne, 
But  huge  great  yron  cherts  and  coffers  ftrong, 
All  bard  with  double  bends,  that  none  could  weenc 
Them  to  efforce  by  violence  or  wrong: 
On  euery  fide  they  placed  were  along. 
But  all  the  grownd  with  fculs  was  fcattered, 
And  dead  mens  bones,  which  round  about  were  flog, 
Whole  liues,  it  fcemed,  whilorne  there  were  (hed, 

And  their  vile  carcafes  now  left  vnburied. 

They  forward  paffe,  ne  Guy  on  yet  fpoke  word, 
Till  that  they  came  vnto  an  yron  dore, 
Which  to  them  opened  of  his  owne  accord, 
And  Ihewd  of  richefTe  fuch  exceeding  ftore, 
As  eie  of  man  did  nener  fee  before, 
Ne  euer  could  within  one  place  be  fownd, 
Though  all  the  wealth,  which  is,  or  was  of  yore, 
Could  gathered  be  through  all  the  world  arownd, 

And  that  aboue  were  added  to  that  vnder  grownd. 

The  charge  thereof  vnto  a  couetous  Spright 
Commaunded  was,who  thereby  did  attend, 
And  warily  awaited  day  and  night, 
From  other  couetous  feends  it  to  defend, 
Who  it  to  rob  and  ranfacke  did  intend. 
Then  Hammon  turning  to  that  warriour,  faid; 
Loe  here  the  worldes  blis  ,loe  here  the  end, 
To  which  al  men  doe  ayme,rich  to  be  made: 

Such  grace  now  to  be  happy  ,is  before  thee  laid. 

Certes  (fayd  he)  I  n'lll  thine  offred  grace, 
Ne  to  be  made  fo  happy  doe  inrend: 
Another  blis  before  mine  eyes  I  place, 
Another  happines,  another  end. 

To 
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Tothem5thatM,  thcfc  baferegardcsllendr 
But  I  in  armes,  and  in  atchieuements  braue., 
Do  rather  choofe  my  flitting  homes  to  ficend, 
And  to  be  Lord  of  thofe ,  that  riches  haue, 
Then  them  to  haue  my  felfe,and  be  their  feruile  fclauc. 

Thereat  the  feend  his  gnafhing  teeth  did  grate, 
And  grieu'd3  fo  long  to  lacke  his  greedie  pray; 
For  well  he  weened ,  that  fo  glorious  bay  te 
Would  tempt  his  gueft,  to  take  thereof  affay: 
Had  lie  fo  doea,  he  had  him  fhatcht  away, 
More  light  then  Culuer  in  the  Faulcons .fift.. 
Eternall  God.thee  faue  from  fuch  decay. 
Butwhenas  Mammon  fay/  his  purpofe  miRy 

Him  to  entrap  vnwar.es  another  way  he  will. 

Thence  forward  he  him  lcdd^nd  fhortly  brought 
Vntoanother  rowme,  whofe  dore  forthright, 
To  him  did  operas  ithad  beene  taught: 
Therein  an  hundred  raunges  weren  pight, 
And  hundred fournaces  all  burning  bright; 
By  euery  fournace  many  feendes  did  byde,. 
Deformed  creatures,  horrible  in  fight,. 
And  cuery  feend  his  bufie  paines  applyde* 

To  melt  thegolden  metall^ready  to  be  try dc 

One  with  great  bello  wes  gathered  filling  ayre, 
And  with  forft  wind  the  fewelldid  inflame;, 
Another  did  the  dying  bronds  repayre 
With  dying  tongs,  and  fprinckledoftc  thefame 
With  liquid  waues,  fiers  V4cans  rage  to  tame,  ] 
Who  mayftringthem5rcnewd  his  former  heat; 
Some  fcumdxhe  droffe,  that  from  the  metall  came- 
Some  ftird  the  molten  owre  with  ladles  great; 

And  euery  one  did  fwincke,and  euery  one  didfweat. 
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But  when  an  earthly  wight  they  prcfent  faw, 
Gliftring  in  atmes  and  battailous  aray, 
From  their  whot  work  they  did  themlelues  withdraw 
To  wonder  at  the  fight:  for  till  that  day, 
They  neuer  creature  faw,that  cam  that  way. 
Their  (taring  cy  es  fparclding  with  feruent  fyrc, 
And  vgly  fhapes  did  nigh  the  man  difmay, 
That  were  it  not  for  fliame,he  would  retyre, 

Till  that  him  thus  befpake  their  foueraine  Lord  &  fyrc. 

Behold,  thou  Faeries  fonne,  with  mortall  eye, 
That  lining  eye  before  did  neuer  fee: 
The  thing,  that  thou  didft  craue  fo  earneftly, 
To  weet,whcncc  all  the  wealth  late  fhewd  by  mce, 
Proceeded,  lo  now  is  rcucald  to  thee. 
Here  is  rhc  fountaine  of  the  worldes  good: 
Now  thcrefore,if  thou  wile  enriched  bee, 
Auifethee  well,and  chaunge  thy  wilfullmood, 

Lead  thou  perhaps  hereafter  wifh;and  be  withftood; 

Suffifeit  then,  thouMoney  God  (qd.  hee) 
That  all  thine  y  die  offers  I  refufe. 
All  that  I  need  I  haue,  what  needeth  mee 
To  couet  more,  thenjl  haue  caufc  to  vfe? 
With  fuch  vaine  fhewes  thy  worldlinges  vyle  abufe: 
But  giuc  me  leaue  to  follow  mineemprife. 
Mammon  was  much  difpleafd,yet  no'te  he  chufe. 
But  beare  the  rigour  of  his  bold  mefprife, 

And  thence  him  forward  ledd,  him  further  to  entife. 

He  brought  him  through  a  darkfbm  narrow  flxayc, 
To  a  broad  gate,  all  built  of  beaten  gold: 
The  gate  was  open,but  therein  did  wayt 
A  flurdie  villein,  ftrydingftiffe  and  bold, 

As 


Qant  V.U.  the  Faery  Queene.  2$  j 

As  if  the  highefl  God  defy  he  would; 
In  his  right  hand  an  yron  club  he  held, 
Andhehimfelfe  was  all  of  yron  mould, 
Yet  had  both  life  and  fencc,and  well  could  weld 

That  curfed  weapon,  when  his  crucll  foes  he  queld. 

Difdayne  he  called  was4and  did  difdayne 
To  befo  cald,  and  who  fo  did  him  call: 
Sterne  was  his  Iooke,and  full  of  ftomacke  vaync, 
His portaunce  terrible,  and  ftature  tall, 
Far  paffing  ch'hight  of  men  terreftriall; 
Like  an  huge  Gyant  of  the  Titamtacc, 
That  made  him  fcorne  all  creatures  great  and  fmall, 
And  with  his  pride  all  others  powre  deface:  (place. 

More  fitt  cioongft  black  fendes,  then  men  to  haue  his 

Soone  as  thofe  glittcrand  armes  he  did  efpye, 

That  with  their  brightneflc  made  that  darknes  light, 
His  harmefull  club  he  gan  to  hurtle  hye, 
And  threaten  batteill  to  the  Faery  knight  j 
Who  likewife  gan  h'imfelfe  to  batteill  dight, 
Till  Mdmmon  did  his  hafty  hand  withhold, 
And  counfeld  him  abftaine  from 'perilous  fiVht  : 
_  For  nothing  might  abafh  the  villein  bold,  °  ' 
Nc  mortall  fteele  emperce  his  mifcreated  moul  j. 

So  hauing  him  with  reafon  pacifyde, 

And  the  fiers  Carle  commaunding  to  forbeare, 
He  brought  him  in.  The  rowme  was  large  and  wyde 
As  it  fomc  Gyeld  or  folemne  Temple  weare; 
Many  great  golden  pillours  did  vpbearc 
The  maffy  roofc,  and  riches  huge  fiiftaync, 
And  euery  pillour  decked  was  full  deare 
With  crownes  and  Diademes,&  titles  vaine;  (raync. 
Which  .mortall  Princes  wore,  whiles  they  on  earth  did 

A 


A  route  of  people  there  affemblcd  were, 
Of  eucry  fore  and  nation  vnder  skye, 
Which  with  great  vprore  preaced  to  draw  ncre 
To  thVpper  part,  where  was  aduaunced  hyc 
A  ftately  fiege  of  foueraine  maicftye, 
And  thereon  fatt  a  woman  gorgeous  gay, 
And  richly  cladd  in  robes  of  royaltye, 
That  ncuer  earthly  Prince  in  fuch  aray 

His  gluiy  did  enhauncc  and  pompous  pryde  difplay* 

Her  face  right  wondrous  faire  did  feeme  to  bee, 

That  her  broad  beauties  beam  great  brightnes  threw 
Through  the  dim  (hade,  that  all  men  might  it  fee: 
Yet  was  not  that  fame  her  owne  natiuc  hew, 

„  But  wrought  by  art  and  counterfeited  fhew, 
Thereby  more  louers  vnto  her  to  call; 
Nath'lcffe  moft  heuenly  faire  in  deed  and  vew  . 
She  by  creation  was,  till  fhe  did  fall,  (all. 

Theceforch  ttie  fought  for  helps  to  clokeher  crimcwith- 

There  as  in  gliftring  glory  fhe  did  fitt, 

She  held  a  great  gold  chaine  ylincked  well, 
W  hofe  vpper  end  to  higheft  heuen  was  knitt, 
And  lower  part  did  reach  to  low  eft  Hell, 
And  all  chat  preacc  did  ro  wnd  about  her  fwell, 
To  catchen  hold  of  that  long  chaine,  thereby 
To  climbe  aloft,  and  others  to  excell: 
That  was  Ambitientiffo  defire  to  fly, 

And  euery  linck  thereof  a  ftep  of  dignity. 

Some  thought  to  raife  themfelues  to  high  degree, 
By  riches  and  vnrightcous  reward, 
Some  by  clofe  fliouldring,fome  by  flattereej 
Others  through  fcicndc$,othcrs  for  bafe  regard} 
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And  all  fay  wrong  waics  for  themfelucs  prcpard 
Thofc  that  were  vp  themfelues,kept  others  low, 
Thole  that  werclow  thcmfelucs,held  others  hard, 
■Ne  luflred  them  to  ryfe  or  greater  grow 
But  euery  onedid  ftnue  his  fellow  downe  to  throw. 

Which  whenas  Guyon  faw,  he  gan  inquire, 

What  meant  that  preace  about  that  Ladies  throne, 
And  what  (he  was  that  did  fo  high  afpyre 
Him  Mtmmon  anfwered,  That  goodly  one, 
Whom  all  that  folke  with  fuch  contention, 
Doe  flock  about,  my  dearc  my  daughter  is 
Honour  and  dignitie  from  her  alone,  \ 
Denned  are,  and  all  this  vvorldes  blis 

For  whtch  ye  men  doe  Urine:  few  gett,  but  many  mis. 

And  fayre  fbilttimt  lhe  rightly  highr, 

Thcfaireft  wight  that  wonneth  vnderskye. 
But  that  this  darkfom  neather  world  he/light 
Doth  dim  with  horror  and  deformity, 
Worth*  of  heuen  and  hyefelicitic, 
From  whence  the  gods  haue  her  for  enuy  thruft: 
Butfithchouhaftfoundfauourinmineeye, 
_  Thy  Ipoufe  I  w.11  her  make,if  that  thou  lull, 
1  hat  /Tie  may  thee  aduance  for  works  and  merits  ,uft. 

Gramercy  Mammom  (fad  the  gentle  knight) 
For  fo  great  grace  and  offted  high  eftate, 
But  I,  that  am  fraile  fleft  and  earthly  wikt, 

Vnworthymatchforfuchimmottalfmate; 
My  felfewell  wote,  and  minevnequallfate, 
And  were  I  not,  yet  is  my  trouth  flight, 
AndloueauowdtootherLadylate, 
That  to  remouc  the  fame  I  haue  no  might: 
10  cHaungelouecaufelcffcisreproch  to  warlikcknigbt 
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Odammon  emmoued  was  with  inward  wrath; 
Yet  forcing  it  to  fayne,him  forth  thence  ledd 
Through  griefly  fhadowes  by  a  beaten  path, 
Into  a  gardin  goodly  garnifhed 
With  hearbs  &  fruits,  whofe  kinds  mote  not  be  redd. 
Not  fuch,  as  earth  out  of  her  fruitfull  woomb 
Throwes  forth  to  men  fweet  and  well  favored, 
Bu  t  direfull  deadly  black  both  leafe  and  bloom, 

Fitt  to  adornc  the  dead  and  deck  the  drcry  toombe. 

There  mournful!  Cypreffi  grew  in  greatcft  ftorcy 
And  trees  of  bitter  <S^//,and  Hcben  fad, 
Dead  deeping  Poppy  ,and  black  Hellebore, 
Cold  CobquintuU)  and  Tetra  mad^ 
Mor  tall  SamnitiS)  and  Cicuta  bad, 
Which  with  thVniuftodT/^wwmadc  to  dy 
Wife  Socrates,  who  thereof  quaffing  glad 
Pourd  out  his  life,aud  hft  Philofophy 

To  the  fayre  Critias  hi  $  dearcft  Belamy . 

The  Gardin  ofProfcrpina  this  hight; 
And  in  the  midft  thereof  a  filuer  feat, 
With  a  thick  Arber  goodly  ouerdight, 
In  which  (lie  often  vfd  from  open  heat 
Her  fclfe  to  fhroud,and  pleafurcs  to  entreat. 
Next  thereunto  did  grow  a  goodly  tree, 
With  braunches  broad  difpredd  and  body  great. 
Clothed  with  leaues,  that  none  the  wood  mote  fee 

And  loaden  all  with  fruit  as  thick  as  it  might  bee. 

Their  fruit  were  golden  apples  gliftring  bright, 
That  goodly  was  their  glory  to  behold, 
O  n  earth"  like  neuer  grew.ne  liuing  wight  ' 
Like  euer  faw7but  they  from  hence  were  fold} 
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For  thofe,  which  Hercules  with  conquefl  bold 
Got  from  great  Atlas  daughters,  hence  began, 
And  planted  there,  did  bring  forth  fruit  of  gold 
And  thofe,  with  which  the  Eubtan young  man  wan 
Swift  Atalanta,  when  through  craft  he  her  out  ran. 

Hercalfofprongthatgoodly  golden  fruit, 
With  which  Acontius  got  his  louer  trew, 
Whom  he  had  long  time  fought  with  fruitlefle  fuit: 
Here  eke  that&mous  golden  Apple  grew, 
The  which  cmongeft  the  Godsfalfe  Ate  threw  : 
For  which  xtildaan  Ladies  difagrecd, 
Till  partiall  Paris  dempt  it  Venus  dew, 
And  had  of  hcr,fayre  Helen  for  his  meed, 

That  many  noble  Greekes  and  Troians  made  to  bleed. 

The  warlike  Elfe,  tmich  wondred  at  this  tree, 
So  fayre  and  great,  that  fhadowed  all  the  ground, 
And  his  broad  braunches, laden  with  richfee, 
Did  ftretch  themfelues  without  the  vtmoft  bound 
Of  this  great  gardin ,  compaft  with  a  mound, 
Which  ouer-hanging ,  they  themfelues  did  ftcepc, 
In  a  blackc  flood  which  flow'd  about  it  round, 
That  is  the  riucr  of  Cocytus  deepe, 

In  whichfull  many  foules  do  endleffe  waylcand  wcepc. 

Which  to  bcliold,;he  clomb  vp  to  the  banckc, 
And  looking  downc,  faw  many  damned  wightes^ 
In  thofe  fad  waucs,  which  direfiill  deadly  ftanckc, 
Plonged  continually  of  cruell  Sprightes, 
That  with  tbeir  piteous  cryes,  and  yelling  rtirightes, 
They  made  the  further  fhore  refounden  wide : 
Emongft  the  reft  of  thofe  fame  ruefullfightes, 
Onccurfcdcrcaturc,  heby  chaunce*fpide, 

Tiiat  drenched  lay  full  deepe,  vndcr  the  Garden  fide. 

I  Deep 
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Dccpc  was  he  drenched  to  the  vpmoft  chin, 
Yet  gaped  (till  as  coueting  to  drinke , 
Of  the  cold  liquour  which  he  waded  in, 
And  ftretching  forth  his  hand,  did  often  thinke 
To  reach  the  fruit  which  grew  vpon  the  brincke : 
But  both  the  fruit  from  hand,  and  flood  from  mouth 
Did  fly  abacke,  and  made  him  vaincly  fwinckc  : 
The  whiles  he  ftern'd  with  hunger,  and  with  drouth 

He  daily  dyde,yet  neuer  throughly  dyen  couth* 

The  knight  him  feeing  labour  fo  in  vaine, 
Askt  who  he  was ,  and  what  he  ment  thereby: 
Who  groningdeepe,thus  anfwerd  him  againe^ 
Moftcurfed  of  all  creatures  vnder skye, 
Lo  Tdfltdlus,  I  here  tormented  lye : 
Of  whom  high  loue  wont  whylome  feaftcd  bec^ 
Lo  here  I  now  for  want  of  food  doe  dye: 
But  if  that  thou  be  fuch,as  I  thee  fee , 

Of  grace  I  pray  thec,giue  taeat  and  drinke  to  mcc* 

Nay,  nay,  thou  greedy  Tantalus  (quoth  he). 

Abide  the  fortune  of  thy  prefentfate  y 

And  vnto  all  that  liue  in  high  degree , 

Enfamplebe  of  mind  more  temperate, 

To  teach  them  how  to  vfe  their  prefent  ftate.. 

Then  gan  the  curfed  wretch  alo  wd  to  cry  , 

Accufing  higheft  lout  and  gods  ingrate, 

And  eke  blafphemingheauen  bitterly, 
As  autbour  of  vniuftice/here  to  let  him  dye* 

He  lookt  a  litle  further,  and  efpy  de 

Another  wretch ,  whofe  carcas  dcepe  was  drene 
Within  the  riuer,which  the  fame  did  hyde  i 
But  bothhishandcsmollfilthy  feculent* 

AboEe 
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Aboue  the  water  were  on  high  extent, 
And  faynd  to  wafti  tbcmfelues  inceflantly, 
Yet  nothing  cleaner  were  for  fuch  intent, 
But  rather  f b wlcr  feemed  to  the  eye, 

So  loft  his  labour  vaine  and  ydleinduftry. 

The  knight  him  calling ,  asked  who  he  was , 
Who  lifting  vp  his  head,  him  anfwerd  thu« 
I  Pilate  am  the  falfcft  Iudge,  alas, 
And  moft  vniuft  that  by  vnrighteous 
And  wicked  doome  to  Jewcs  dcipiteous 
Deliuered  vp  theLord  oflifcto  dye, 
And  did  acquire  a  murdrer  felonous , 
The  whtfes  my  handes  I  wafhr  in  purity, 

The  whiles  my  foule  wasfoyld  wirh  fowle  iniquity. 

Infinite  moe,  tormented  in  like  paine 
Be  there  beheld,  too  long  here  to  be  told  • 

Ne  ^^wouldtherelethimlongremayne, 
For  terrour  of  the  tenures  manifold,        7  ' 
In  which  the  damned  foules  he  did  behold, 
Burroughfyhim  befpake.  Thoufcarefullfoole 
VVhy  takeft  not  ofthatfame  fruite  ofgold, 
Ne  fitteft  do  wne  on  that  fame  filucr  rtoole  * 
To  reft  thy  weary  pcrfon,  in  the  fliadow  coolc. 

All  which  he  did,  to  do  him  deadly  fall, 
In  f  tay  e  intemperaunce  through  finfull  bavt 
To  which  if  heinclyned  had  at  all, 

WouW  him  hauerentin  thoufand  peecesftraytf 

And  well  perceiued  his  deceiptfdl  fleiehr 
Ne  fnffred  loft  his  fafety  to  betray      S  ' 

SogoodlydidbeguiJethkuylero^hispray. 

T  2  And 
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And  now  he  has  fo  long  remained  theare, 

That  vitall  powres  gan  wexe  both  wcake  and  wan, 

For  want  of  food,andfleepe3  which  two  vpbeare, 

Like  mightie  pillours,  this  frayle  life  of  man,. 

That  none  without  the  fame  enduren  can. 

For  now  three  dayes  of  men  were  full  outwrought, 

Since  he  this  hardy  enterprise  began  : 

For  thy  great  Mammon  fayrely  he  befought, 

Into  the  world  to  guyde  him  backe  ,as  he  him  brought^ 

The  God,  though  loth, yet  was  conftraynd  t  obay, 
For  lenger  time,  then  that,  no  liuing  wight 
Below  the  earth,  might  fuffted  be  to  flay  : 
So  backe  againe,  him  brought  to  liuingjight.. 
But  all  fo  foone  as  his  enfeebled  fpright, 
Gan  fucke  this  vitall  ay  re  into  his  breft, 
As  ouercome  with  too  exceeding  might, 
The  life  did  flit  away  out  of  her  neft, 

And  allhis  fences  were  with  deadly  fit  oppreft. 

Cant.  VIII. 

Sir  Guy  on  layd  in  ftyotyne  is  by 

Aerates finnes  de/poyld, 
WhomtArthure foone  hath  reslegtoed 
*s4nd  Vaynitn  brethrenfoyld.  £j£ 

ANd  is  there  care  in  heaucn  ?  and  is  their  loue 
Inheaucnly  fpirits  to  thefe  creatures  bace, 
That  may  compaffion  of  their  eiulks  moue  ? 
Therein  elfe  much  more  wretched  were  the  cace 

Of 
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Of  men  then  beads.  But  O  th  exceeding  grace 
Of  higheft  God,  that  loues  hiscreaturesto, 
And  all  his  workes  with  mercy  doth  embrace, 
That  MelTcd  Angels,  he  fends  to  and  fro  ,  - 

To  feme  to  wicked  man.,  to  feme  his  wicked  foe. 

How  oft  do  they,  their  filuer  bowers  leaue. 
To  come  tofuccour  vs3  that  fuccour  want, 
How  oft  do  they  with  golden  pineons,  cleaue 
The  flitting  skyes,  like  flying  Purfuiuant, 
Againfl: fowle  feendes  to  ayd  vs  militant  : 
They  for  vs  hgh  t,  they  watch  and  dewly  ward. 
And  their  bright  Squadr  ons  round  pboutvsplantj 
And  all  for  Ioue,and  nothing'  for  reward  : 

O  why  fhould  heuenly.God  to  men  hauefuch  regard. 

During  the  while;  that  Gay  on  did  abide 

In  Mamom  houfe,  the  Palmer,  whom  whylcare 
That  wanton  Mayd  ofpaffage  had  decide , 
By  further  fearch  had  paflagc  found  clfe  where, 
And  being  on  his  way ,  approched  neare, 
Where  Guyonhy'm  traunce ,  when fuddeinly 
He  heard  a  vcyce,  that  called  lo  wd  and  cleare, 
Come  nether,  come  hether,  O  come  haftily; 

That  all  the  fields  refounded  with  the  ruefullcry. 

ThePalmer  lenthis  eare  vnto  the  noyce, 
To  wcet,  who  called  fo  importunely  : 

.  Againe  he  heard  a  more  efforccd  voyce, 
That  bad  him  come  in  hafte.  He  by  and  by 
His  feeble  feet  dire&ed  to  the  cry > 
Which  to  that  Oiady  delue  him  brought  at  laft, 
Where  Mammon  earft  did  funne  his  threafury : 
There  the  good  Gujon  he  found  flumbringfaft 
In  lenceles  dreame  5  which  fight  at  firft  him  fore  aghaft 

T  3  Bcfidc 
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Befide  his  head  there  fatt  a  faire  young  man, 
Of  wondtous  beauty,  and  offreflieftyearcs, 
VVhofe  tender  bud  to  bloffome  new  began, 
And  florilh  faire  abouehisequallpeares5 
His  fno wv  front  curled  with  golden  hearcs, 
Like  Pboebvs  face  adornd  with  funny  nyes, 
Diuinely  (hone,  and  two  iharpe  winged  iheares, 
Decked  with  diuerfeplumesjike  painted  Iaycs, 

Were  fixed  at  his  backe,  to  cue  his  aycry  wayes. 

JLike  as  Cuftdo  on  ld<tan  hilf, 

Whea hauing laid  his  cruel!  bow  away, 
And  morcall  arrowes,  wherewith  he  doth  fill 
The  world  with  murdrous  fpoiles  and  bloody  pray;, 
,  With  his  faire  mother  he  him  dights  to  play, 
And  with  his  goodly  fitters,  Graces  three  j 
The  Goddcflc  pleafed  with  his  wanton  play, 
Suffers  her  (dfe  through  fl'ccpe  beguild  to  bee, 

The  whiles  the  other  Ladies  mind  theyr  mery  glee. 

Whom  when  thcPalmer  faw,  abafhthewas 

Through  fear  and  wonder,  that  he  nought  could  fay,. 
Till  him  the  childe  befpoke,Long  lackt,  alas, 
Hath  bene  thy  faithfull  aide  in  hard  a(fay, 
Whiles  deadly  fitc  thy  pupil!  doth  difmay; 
Behold  this  heauy  fight,  thou  reuerend  Sire, 
But  dread  of  death and  dolor  doe  away* 
For  life  ere  long  tlull  to  her  home  retire, 

And  he  that  breathleflcfccms,flialcorage  bold  refpire. 

The  charge,  which  God  doth  vnto  me  arrets 

Of  his  dcare  fafety,  I  to  thee  commend; 

Yet  will  I  not  forgoc,  ne  yet  forgett 

The  care  thereof  my  fclfe  vnto  the  en  d, 

-  But 
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But  euermore  him  fuccour,  and  defend 
Againft  his  foe  and  mine:  watch  thou  I  prayj 
For  euill  is  at  hand  him  to  offend.  * 
So  hauing  '{aid,  eftfboncs  he  gan  difplay 
His  painted  nimble  wings,  and  vanilk  quite  away. 

The  Palmer  feeing  his  lefte  empty  place, 
And  his  flow  eics  beguiled  of  their  fight, 
Woxefore  affraid;and  {landing  ftill  a  {pace, 
Gaz'd  after  him,  as  fowle  cfcapt  by  flight; 
At  laft  him  turning  to  his  charge  benight, 
With  trembling  hand  histroubled  pulfe  gantry, 
Where  finding  life  not  yet  diflodged  quight, 
He  much  reioyft,  and  courd  it  tenderly. 

As  chicken  newly  hatcht,  from  dreaded  defliny. 

At  laft  he  fpide,  where  towards  him  did  pace 
Two  Pay nim  khights^al  armd  as  bright  as  skie," 
And  them  befide  an  aged  Sire  did  trace, 
And  for  before  a  light-foote  Page  did  flie, 
That  breathed  ftrife  and  troublous  enmities 
Thofe  were  the  two  fbnncs  of  Aerates  old, 
Who  meeting  earfl  with  K^irthimago  flic, 
Foreby  that  idle  ftrond,  of  him  were  told, 

That  he,which  earfl  them  combatted,was  Guy  on  bold. 

Which  to  aucngc  on  him  they  dearly  vowd, 

Where  euer  that  on  ground  they  mote  him  findj 
Falfe  Archimage  prouokte  their  corage  prowd, 
And  ftryful  Attn  in  their  ftubborne  mind 
Coles  of  contention  and  whot  vengcaunce  tind. 
Now  bene  they  come3whereas  the  Palmer  fate, 
Keeping  that  flombred  corfe  to  him  aflindj 
Well  knew  they  both  his  perfon,  fith  of  late 

With  him  in  bloody  armcs  they  rafhly  did  debate. 

T4  Whom 
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Whom  when  Pyrochies  faw infiam'd  with  rage. 
That  fire  he  fo  wl  befpake,Thou  dotard  vile, 
TliatwiththybfUtenefTe  fhendft thy  comely  age, 
Abandon foone, 1  read,  the  caytiuefpoile 
Of  that  fame  outcaft  carcas,  that  ere  whfle 
Made  it  felfe  famous  through  falfe  trcchery, 
-  Andcrownd  his  coward  crefl:  with  knightly  itile; 
Loe  where  he  now  inglorious  doth  lye5 
To  prooue  he  liued  il5  that  did  thus  fowly  dye. 

To  whom  the  Palmer  fcarleflc  anfivered, 

Certes,  Sir  knight,  ye  bene  too  much  to  blame. 
Thus  for  to  blott  the  honor  of  the  dead, 
And  with  fowle  cowardize  his  carcas  fhame, 
Whofe  liuing  handes  immortalizd  his  name. 
Vile  is  the  vengcaunce  on  the  allies'  cold, 
And  enuy  bafe,  to  barke  at fleeping  fame: 
Was  neuer  wight,  that  treafon  of  him  told; 

Your  (elf  his  prowaflc  prou'd  &  found  him  fiers  Sc  bold. 

Then  fayd  C^rtM^Palmer,  thou  doeft  dote, 
Nc  canft  of  proweffe,  nc  of  knighthood  deeme, 
Saue  as  thou  feed  or  hearft.  But  well  I  wote, 
That  of  his  puiffaunce  tryall  made  extrceme; 
Yet  gold  al  is  not>  that  doth  golden  fecme, 
Ne  all  good  knights,  that  fhake  well  fpeare  &  fhield: 
The  worth  of  all  men  by  their  endeftecme, 
And  then  dew  praifc,  or  dew  reproch  them  yield; 

Bad  therefore  I  him  deeme,  that  thus  lies  dead  on  field. 

Goodor  bad,  gan  his  brother  fiers  reply, 
What  doelrecke5fith  that  he  dide  entire? 
O r  what  doth  his  bad  death  now  fatiffy. 
The  greedy  hung:r  ofrcucnging  yre3 
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Sith  wrathfull  hand  wrought  not  her  o  wne  defire? 
Yet  fince  no  way  is  lefte  to  wrealce  my  fpiih c, 
I  will  him  reauc  of  armes,  the  vidors  hire, 
And  of  that  fhield,  more  worthy  of  good  knight; 

For  why  fhould a  dead  dog  be  deckt  in  armour  bright? 

Fayr  Sir,  faid  then  the  Palmer  fuppliaunt, 
For  knighthoods  lone,  doe  notfo  fowle  a  deed, 
Ne  blame  your  honor  with  fo  fliamefull  vau  nt 
Of  vile  reuenge.  To  fpoile  the  dead  of  weed 
Is  facrilege,  and  doth  all  finnes  exceed; 
But  Ieaue  thefe  relicks  of  his  lining  might, 
To  decke  his  herce,  and  trap  his  tomblacke'fteed.  - 
What  herce  or  fteed(faid  hejfhould  he  haue  dight 

But  be  entombed  in  the  rauen  or  the  krght? 

With  that,  rude  hand  vpon  his  fhield  he  laid, 
And  thother  brother  gan  his  helmc  vnlace, 
Both  fiercely  bent  to  haue  him  difaraid; 
Till  chat  they  fpyde,  where  towards  them  did  pace 
An  armed  knight,of  bold  and  bounteous  grace, 
Whofe  fcjuire  bore  after  him  an  heben  launce5  : 
A  nd  couerd  (hield.  Well  kend  him  fo  far  fpace 
Thbichaunter  by  his  armes  and  amenaunce, 

When  vnder  him  he  faw  his  Lybian  fteed  to  praunce. 

And  to  thofe  brethren  fayd5  Rife  rife  byline, 
And  vntobatteil  doe  your  felues  addreffe; 
For  yonder  comes  the  pro  weft  knight  aliue, 
Prince  Arthur  y  flowre  of  grace  and  nobilefle, 
That  hath  toPaynim  knights  wrought  gretdiflreile. 
And  thoufand  Sar  zins  fowly  donne  to  dye. 
That  word  fo  deepe  did  in  their  harts  imprefle, 
That  both  eftfoones  vpftarted  furioufly, 

And  gan  themfelues  prepare  to  batteill  greedily. 

Bue 
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But  ficrs  Pyrrhochle$y  lacking  hisowne  fword, 
The  want  thereof  now  greatly  gan  to  plainc, 
And  Archimage  befought,  him  that  afford, 
Which  he  had  brought  for  Braggadochio  vaine. 
So  would  I  (faid  th'enchaunter)  glad  and  fainc 
Beteemetoyou  thisfword,you  to  defend, 
Or  ought  that  els  your  honor  might  maintaine, 
But  that  this  weapons  powre  I  well  hauc  kend, 

To  be  contrary  to  the  wdrke,  which  yc  intend. 

For  that  fame  knights  owne  fword  this  is  of  yore, 
Which  Merlin  mn&chy  his  almightie  art, 
For  that  his  nourfling,  when  he  knighthood  fworc, 
Therewith  to  doen  his  foes  eternallfmarc 
Thcmetallfirfthemixt  with  iMtdmxrty 
That  no.enchauntmentfrom  his  dint  mightfaues 
Then  it  in  flames  of  ^sfetm  wrought  apart, 
And  feuen  times  dipped  in  the  bitter  waue 

Ofhellifhs//*,  which  hidden  vertue  to  it  gaue. 

The  vertue  is,  that  nether  fleele,  norftone 

The  ftroke  thereof  from  entraunce  may  defend* 
Ne  euer  may  be  vfed  by  his  fonc, 
Neforft  his  rightful  owner  to  offend, 
Necuer  will  it  breake,ne  euer  bend. 
Wherefore  Morddurt  it  rightfully  is  hight. 
In  vaine  therefore,  Pyrhochles,  fhould  I  lend 
The  fame  to  thee,  againft  his  lord  to  fight, 

For  fure  y  t  would  deceiuc  thy  labor,  and  thy  mighfr 

Foolifli  old  man ,  faid  then  the  Pagan  wroth, 

That  wcencft  words  or  charms  may  force  withflond: 
Soone  fhalt  thou  fee,  and  then  beieeue  for  troth, 
That  I  can  carue  with  thisiachaunted  broad 

His 
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His  Lords  ownc  flcfh.  I  herewith  out  of  his  hond 
That  vcrtuous  fteele  he  rudely  fnatcht  away* 
And  Guyons  fhield  about  his  wreft  he  bond>; 
So  ready  dight,fi^rce  battailc  to  aflTay, 
And  match  his  brother  proud  in  battailous  aray* 

By  this  that  ftraunger  knight  in  prefence  came, 
And  goodly  falued  them;  who  nought  againe 
Him  anfwered,  as  courtefie  became, 
But  with  fternc  lookes,  and  ftomachous  difdafne* 
Gaue  figncs  of  grudge  and  difcontentment  vainc:. 
Then  turning  to  the  Palmcr,he  ganfpy 
Where  at  his  fee t,  with  forrowfull  demaync 
And  deadly  hew,  an  armed  cojfc  did  lye. 

In  whole  deadface  he  redd  great  magnanimity. 

Sayd  he  then  tothe  Palmer,  Reuercnd  fyre, 

What  great  misfortune  hath  betidd  this  knights 
Or  did  his  1  fe  her  fatall  date  expyre, 
Or  did  he  fail  by  treafon,  or  by  fight  ? 
How  eucr,furel  rew  his  pitteous  plight. 
Not  one,  nor  other,  fcyd  the  Palmer  graue, 
Hath  himbefalne,  but  cloudes  of  deadly  night 
A  while  his  heauy  eylids  couer'd  haue,  * 

And  all  his  fences  drowned  in  deep  fencclefTe  waue*. 

Which ,  thofe  famefoes.that  fiand  hereby, 
Making  aduauntage,co  reuenge  their  fpigh  t, 
Would  him difarme,  and  treaten fibamef ully, 
Vnwprthie  vfage  of  redoubted  knight. 
But you3.faire  Sir,  whofe  honourable  fight 
Doch  promifehope  of  he]pe3andtimcly  grace,, 
Mote  I  befcech  to  fjecour  his  fad  plight, 

-  And  by  your  powre  proteft  his  feeble  cace. 

r  itft  prayfc  of  knighthood  is>  fowlc  outrage  to  deface. 

Palmes 
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Palmer,  (faid  hc)no  knight  fo  rude,  I  wene, 
As  to  doen  outrage  to  a  deeping  ghoft : 
Ne  was  there  euer  noble  corage  leenc. 
That  in  aduauntage  would  his  puilfaunce  boft: 
Honour  is  leaft,  where  oddes  appeareth  moft. 
May  bee.,  that  betterrcafon  will  alwage, 
The  rafh  reuengers  heat.  Words  well  difpoft 
Hauefecretepowrc,t'appeafe  inBamed  rage: 

If  not;  leaue  vnto  me  thy  knights  hit  patronage. 

Tho  turning  to  thofe  brethren,  thus  befpoke, 
Ye  warlike  payre,  whofe  valorous  great  might 
Itfeeraes,  iufl:  wronges  to  vengeaunccdoe  prouoke, 
'  To  wreake  your  wrath  on  this  dead  feeming  knight^ 
Mote  ought  allay  the  ftorme  of  your  defpight, 
And  fettle  patience  in  fo  furious  heat? 
Not  to  debate  the  chalcnge  of  your  right, 
But  for  this  carkas  pardon  I  entreat,  ' 

Whom  fortune  hath  already  laid  in-lowed  feat. 

To  whom  Cymochles  faid,For  what  art  thou, 
That  mak'fi  thy  felfe  his  day es-man,to  prolong 
The  vengeaunce  preft?  Or  who  fhall let  me  now, 
On  this  vile  body  from  to  wreak  my  wrong, 
And  make  his  carkas  £S  t\\z  outcaft  dong? 
Why  fhould  not  that  dead  carrion  fatiffyc 
The  guile,  which  if  he  liued  had  thus  long, 
Hislife  for  dew  reuengc  fhould  deare  abye? 

The  trefpas  ftill  doth  liuc,albee  the  perfon  dye. 

Indeed^then  faid  the  Prince^the  euill  dotine 

Dyes  nor,  when  breath  the  body  firft  doih  leaue, 
But  from  the  grandfyre  to  the  Nephewes  (bnne, 
And  all  his  feede  thecurfe  doth  often  cleaue, 
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Til!  vengeauncevtterly  the  guilt  bereaue: 
So  ftreightly  God  doth  iudge.  But  gentle  knight, 
That  doth  againft  the  dead  his  hand  vprcarc, 
His  honour  ftaines  with  rancour  and  defpight, 
And  great  difparagm  ent  makes  to  his  former  might.- 

fyrrhochles  gan  reply  the  fecond  tyme, 
And  to  him  faid,  Now  felon  fure  I  read, 
How  that  thou  art  partaker  of  his  cryme: 
Therefore  by  T ermagaunt  thou  /halt  be  dead. 
With  that  his  hand^norefad  thenlomp  of  lead, 
Vplifting  highrhe  weened  with  LMorddure, 
His  owne  good  fword  Morddure^  to  cleaue  his  head 
The  faithfull  (leele  fuch  treafon  no'uld  endure, 

Butfwaruing  from  the  raarke,his  Lordes  life  did  atfure. 

Yet  was  the  force  fo  furious  and  fofell, 
That  horfe  and  man  it  made  to  rcele  afyde* 

Nathlefle  the  Prince  would  not  forfake  his  fell: 
For  well  of  yore  he  learned  had  to  ry  de,. 
But  full  of  anger  fierfly  to  him  crydej 
Falfe  traitour  mifcreaunt,  thou  broken  haft 
The  law  of  armes5to  ftrike  foe  vndefidc. 
But  thou  thy  treafons  fruit,  I  hopc,tha!t  tafte 
Right  [owvc.se  feele  the  law,  the  which  thou  haft  defaft 

With  that  his  balefull  fpeare,  he  fiercely  benr 
Againft  the  Pagons  breft,  and  therewith  thought 
His  curfed  life  out  of  her  lodg  haue  rent: 
But  ere  the  point  arriued,  where  it  ought, 
That  feuen  foldfhield,  which  he  from  Guycn  brought 
He  caft  between  toward  the  bitter  ftownd:  (wrought 
Through  all  thofe  foldes  the  fteelehcad  pattagc 
And  through  his  flioulderperftj  wherwkh  togroiid 

Hegrouehiigfell,allgoredinhisgu(hingwound. 

W&efo 
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Which  when  his  brother  faw,fraught  with  great  griefc 
And  wrath,  he  to  him  leaped  furioufly, 
Andfowly  faidc5By  Mahoune ,curfed  thiefc, 
That  dircfull  ftroke  thou  dearely  fhalt  aby . 
Then  hurling  vp  his  harmefull  blade  on  hy, 
Smote  him  fo  hugely  on  his  haughtie  creft, 
That  from  his  faddle  forced  him  to  fly: 
Els  mote  it  needes  do  wnc  to  his  manly  breft 

Haue  cleft  his  head  in  twaine>and  life  thence  difpoflcft 

Now  was  the  Prince  in  daungerous  diftrefle, 

Wanting  his  fword,  when  he  on  foot  fcould  fight: 
His  finglc  fpearc  could  doe  him  fmallredrefle, 
Againft  two  foes  of  fo  exceeding  might, 
The  leaft  of  whic  h  was  match  for  any  knight. 
And  now  the  other,whom  he  earft  did  daunt. 
Had  reard  him  felfe  againe  to  cruel  fight, 
Three  times  more  furious,and  more  puiflaunt, 

Vnmindfull  of  his  wound3of  his  fate  ignoraunt. 

So  both  attoncc  him  charge  on  either  fydcy 
With  hideous  ftrokes^and  importable  powrc, 
That  forced  him  his  ground  to  trauerfe  wyde, 
And  wifely  watch  to  ward  that  deadly  ftowre: 
For  in  his  fhicld,  as  thicke  as  ftormie  fhowre, 
Their  ftrokes  did  rainc,yet  did  he  neuer  quaile, 
Nebackward  fhrinke,but  as  a  ftedfaft  towrc, 
Whom  foe  with  doubly  battry  doth  aflaile,  (uaile. 

Them  on  her  bulwarke  bearcs ,and  bids  them  nought  a- 

So  ftoutly  he  withftood  their  ftrong  affay, 
Till  that  at  laft ,when  he  adu  antage  fpy de, 
Hispoynant/peare  hethruft  with  puiffantfway 
At  proud  Cymochlts,  whiles  his  flueld  was  wyde, 

That 
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That  through  his  thigh  the momllftcele  did  cryde-* 
He  (warning  with  theforce,  within  his flefh 
Did  breake  the  Iaunce,  and  let  the  head  abyde- 
Out  of  the  wound  the  redblood  flowed  frefti 
That  vndcrneath  his  feet  foone  made  a  purpleplefli. 

Horribly  then  he  gan  to  rage5and  rayle, 
Curfing  his  Gods,and  him  felfc  damning  deeper 
AIs  when  his  brotherfaw  theredblood  rayk 
Adownc  fo  faft  and  all  his  armour  fteepe/ 
For  very  felnefle  lo  wd  he  gan  to  weepc. 
And  laid  Caytiue,  curfle  on  thy  cruel!  hond, 
That  twrfe  hath  fpedd3  yet  iliall  it  not  thee  kcepe 
From  the  third  brunt  of  this  my  fatall  brond:  frond 

LowherethedreadfullDeathbehyndthybackedSh 

With  that  he  ftrooke,and  thotherftrooke  withall, 
That  nothing  fcemd  mote  beare  fo  moftrous  mighfc 
Theojie  vpon  his  couered  fliield  didfall,  g 
And  glaimcingdowne  would  not  his  owner  by tei 
But  th  other  d!d  vpon  his  troncheon  fmyte, 
VV  hich  hewing  quite  a  funder,  further  way 
Itmade.and  on  his  hacqueton  did  lyte, 

Tr I- a    uCh dTd}°S wkh importune fway, 
It  feizd  iatw  right  fidc^and  there  the  dint  did  %. 

•^S^  rUud>3nda  Iar8^»kc^rmefl3od, 
Red  as  the  R0fe,thence  gu(hCd  grieuoufly, 
Uat  whcn  the  Pay„ym  fpyde  the  ftfa^  hlood 
Gauehim  great  hart.aud  hopeofvicW * 
On  thother  fide,  in  huge  perplexity, 
The  Prince  now ftoodjiauing  his  weapon  broke. 

<r,Il/W,thh;StrL0rtchc0uhcforu^lyuroke  $ 

.Whoa* 
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Whom  when  the  Palmer  faw  in  fuch  diftrefle, 
Sir  Guyons  fword  he  lightly  to  him  raught, 
And  faid,fayre  Sonne,great  god  thy  right  had  blefle, 
To  vfe  that  (word  fo  well,as  he  it  ought. 
Glad  was  the  knight,&  with  frefh  courage  fraught, 
When  as  againe  he  armed  felt  his  hond; 
Thenlike  a  Lyon,which  hath  longtime  faught 
His  robbed  whelpes  and  at  the  lafl  them  fond 

Emoneft  the  fhcpeheardfwaynes,then  wexeth  wood  & 
D  (yond* 

So  fierce  belaid  about  him,  and  dealt blowes 
On  either  fide,  that  neither  mayle  could  hold, 
fhield  defend  the  thunder  of  his  throwes; 
Now  to  Fyrrbochlcs  many  ftrokes  he  toldj 
Eft  to  Cymochles  twife  fo  many ^fold- 
Then  backe  againe  turnin  g  his  bufi  e  hond, 
Them  bothatoncecompeld  with  courage  bold, 
To  yield  wide  way  to  his  hart-thrilling  brond; 

And  though  they  hoth  ftood  ftiffe,  yet  could  not  both 

(withftond. 

As  faluageBull,  whom  two  fierce  maftiues  bayt, 
When  rancour  doth  with  rage  him  once  engore, 
Forgets  with  wary  warde  them  to  away  t, 
But  with  his  drcadfull  homes  them  driues  afore, 
Or  flings  aloft  or  treades  downe  in  the  flore, 
Breathing  out  wrath,and  bellowing  difdaine, 
That  all  the  foreft  quakes  to  hearehimrore:  ; 
So  rag'd  Prince  Arthur  twixt  hisfoemen  cwaine, 

That  neither  could  his  mightie  puiffaunce  fuftaine* 

But  eucr  at  Vyrrhochles  when  hefmitt, 

Who  Gi^fhieldcafteuer  him  before.  % 
Whereon  the  Faery  Quecnes  pourtra<a  was  write, 
His  handrelentcd,  and  the  ftrokc  forbore, 
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And  his  deare  hart  the  pi&u  re  gan  adore, 
Which  oft  the  Paynim  fau'd  from  deadly  ftowre« 
But  him  henceforth  the  fame  can  faue  no  morej 
For  now  arriucd  is  his  facall  howre, 
Thatno'teauoydedbe  by  earthly  skill  or  powre. 

For  when  Cymochles  faw  the  fo wle  reproch, 

Which  them  appeached,  prickt  with  guikie  fhamc, 
And  inward  griefe,  he  fiercely  gan  approch, 
Refolu'd  to  putaway  that  loathly  blame, 
Or  dye  with  honour  and  defert  of  fame ; 
And  on  the  haubergh  ftroke  the  Prince  fo  fore, 
That  quite  dilpartcd  all  the  linked  frame, 
And  pierced  to  the  skin,  but  bit  not  thore, 

Yet  made  him  twifc  to  reelc,  that  neuer  moou'd  afore. 

Whereat  renfierft  with  wrath  and  fharp  regret, 
He  ftroke  fo  hugely  with  his  borrowd blade, 
That  it  empicft  the  Pagans  burganet, 
And  cleauing  the  hard  ftcele,did  deepcinuade 
Into  his  head, and  cruellpaffage  made  /ground, 
Quite  through  his  hrayne.  He  tombling  downe  on 
Breathd  out  his  ghoft,  which  to  th'infernall  fhadc 
Faft  flying ,  there  etcrnall  torment  found, 

For  all  the  finncs,  wherewith  his  k wd  life  d id  abound. 

Which  when  his  german  faw ,  the  ftony  feare, 
Ran  to  his  harr,  and  all  his  fence  difmayd, 
Nc  thenceforth  life  ne  corage  did  appeare, 
But  as  a  man,  whom  hellifhfeendes  haue  frayd, 
Long  trembling  ftill  he  ftoode :  atlaft  thus  fay  d, 
Tray  tour  what  haft  thou  doen  ?  howeuermuy 
Thy  curfed  handfo  cruelly  hauefwayd  1 
Againft  that  knight :  Hatrow  and  well  away, 

After  lo  wicked  deede  why  liu'ft  thoulenger  day? 

V  With 
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With  that  all  defperate  as  loathing  light, 
And  with  reucnge  defyring  (oone  to  dye, 
AflTemWing  all  his  force  and  v  trnoft  might, 
With  his  owne  fwerd  he  fierce  at  him  did  flye, 
And  ftrooke,  andfoynd5and  lafht  outrageoufly, 
Withouten  reafon  or  regard.  Well  knew 
The  Prince,  with  pacience  and  fufFeraunce  fly 
So  hafty  heat  foone  cooled  to  fubdew : 

Tho  when  this  breathleffe  woxe;  that  baitcilgan  renew* 

As  when  a  windy  tempefl:  bloweth  hye, 

That  nothing  may  withftand  his  ftormy  ftowre, 
The  clowdes,  as  thinges  affrayd,  before  him  flye^ 
But  allfo  foone  as  his  outrageous  powre 
Is  lay d,  they  fiercely  then  begin  toftiowre, 
And  as  in  fcorne  of  his  fpent  ftormy  fpight , 
Now  all  attonce  their  malice  forth  do  poure. 
So  did  Sir  Guy  on  beare  himfelfe  in  fight, 

And  fuffred  rafh  Yyrrhochlts  wafte  his  ydle  might. 

Atlaftwhcnasthe  Sarazin  perceiu'd, 

How  that  ftraunge  fword  refufd  5  to  ferue  his  ncede* 
But  when  he  ftroke  mod  ftrong,  the  dint  decein'd, 
He  flong  it  from  him,  and  deuoyd  of  dreed, 
Vpon  him  lightly  leaping  without  heed, 
Twixt  his  two  mighty  atmes  engrafped  fafh, 
Thinking  to  ouerthrowe  and  downe  bim  tred  : 
But  him  in  ftrength  and  skill  the  Prince  furpaft, 

And  through  his  nimble  Height  di4  vnder  him  down  caft 

Nought  booted  it  the  Paynim  then  to  ftriue  5 
For  asa  Bittur  in  the  Eagles  clawe, 
That  may  not  hope  by  flight  tofcape  aliu.e, 
Stiil  way  tes  fov  death  with  dread  and  trembling  aw, 
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So  he  now  fubic&  to  the  vigours  law, 
Did  not  once  moue,  nor  vp  ward  caft  hi*  eye, 
For  vile  dildainc  and  rancour,  which  did  gnaw 
His  hare  in  t  waine  with  fad  melancholy. 
As  one  that  loathed  life,  and  yet  defpyfd  to  dye. 

But  full  of  princely  bounty  and  great  niincL^ 
The  Conquerour  nought  cared  him  to  flay, 
But  calling  wronges  and  all  reuengc  behind, 
More  glory  thought  to  giuc  life,then  decay, 
And  fayd,Paynim,  this  is  thy  difmall  day; 
Yet  if  thou  wilt  renounce  thy  rnifcreaunce, 
And  my  trc w  liegeman  yield  thy  felfe  for  ay, 
Life  will  I  graunt  thee  for  thy  valiaunce, 

And  all  thy  wronges  will  wipe  out  of  ray  fouenaunce. 

Foole  (fayd  the  Pagan  )  I  thy  gift  defye, 
But  vfe  thy  fortune,  as  it  doth  befall, 
And  fay,  that  I  not  ouercomedoe  dye. 
But  in  defpight  of  life,  for  death  doe  call. 
Wroth  was  the  Prince,  and  fory  yet  withall, 
That  he  fo  wilfully  refufed  grace; 
Yet  fith  his  fate  fo  cruelly  did  fall, 
His  fhining  Helmet  he  gan  foone  vnlace, 

And  left  his  headleffe  body  bleeding  all  the  place* 

By  this  Sir  Guym  from  his  traunceawakt, 
Life  hauing  mayftered  her  fencelefle  foe; 
And  looking  vp,  when  as  his  fhield  he  Iakt, 
And  fword  faw  not,  he  tvexed  wondrous  woe : 
But  when  the  Palmer,  whom  he  long  ygoe 
Hadloft,  he  by  him  fpyde,  right  glad  he  grew, 
And  faide,  Deare  fir/whom  wandr ing  to  and  fro 
I  long  haue  lack ,  I  ioy  thy  face  to  ve  w; 

Firme  is  thyfeith,  whom  daunger  ncucr  fro  me  drew* 

V  z  B 
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But  read,  what  wicked  hand  hath  robbed  mee 
Of  my  good  fwordand  lliield  ?  The  Palmer  glad^ 
Withfo  frelhhew  vpryfing  him  to  fee, 
Him  anfwercd jfayrc  fonne,  be  no  whit  fad 
Forwant.of  weapons,  rhey  fhail  foone  behad. 
So  gan  he  to  difcourfe  the  whole  debate, 
Which  that  flxaunge knight  for  him  fuftained  had. 
And  thole  two  Sarazins  confounded  late, 
Whofe  carcafes  on  ground  were  horribly  proftrate. 

Which  when  he  heard,and  faw  the  tokens  trew, 
His  hart  with  great  affedion  was  embayd. 
And  to  the  Prince  with  bowing  rcuerence  dew, 
As  to  the  Patrone  of  his  life ,  thus  fayd ; 
My  Lord,  my  liege,  by  whofc  mod  gratious  ayd 
I  Hue  this  day,  and  fee  my  foes  fubdewd, 
What  may  fuffife,  to  be  for  meed  e  repayd 
Of  fb  great  graces,  as  ye  haue  mc  fhewd, 

But  to  be  euer  bound: 

To  whom  thelnfant  thus,Fayrc  Sir,  what  need 
Good  turnes  be  counted,  as  a  (eruile  bond. 
To  bind  their  dooers,  to  receiue  their  meed  > 
Are  not  allknightes  by  oath  bound,to  withftond 
Oppreffours  powre  by  armes  and  puiflant  hond? 
Suffife ,  that  I  haue  done  my  dew  in  place. 
So  goodly  purpofe  they  together  fond, 
OfkindnefTeand  of  courteous  aggrace- 

The  whiles  falfe  Archirnage  and  Attn  fled  apacq. 


Cant* 
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Cant.  IX. 

ThehoMfeofTtmpcrancejnVthich 
doth fiber  Alma  dwell, 

Bejiegd  of  many  foes  jtohom fir annger 
knightcs  to  flight  compel!. 


r\V  all  Gods  workes,which  doc  this  world  adornc^ 
^  There  is  no  one  more faire  and  excellent, 
Then  is  m  ans  body  both  for  powre  and  forme, 
Whiles  itis  kept  in  fober  gouernment; 
But  none  then  it,  more  fo  wle  and  incedent, 
Diftempred  through  mifrule  and  paffions  bacc: 
Itgrowes  a  Monfterrand  incontinent 
Doth  loofe  his  dignity  and  natiue  grace. 
Behold,  who  lift,  both  one  and  other  in  this  place. 

After  the  Paynim  brethren  conquer'd  were, 
The  Briton  Prince  recou  ring  his  ftolaefword, 
AndGujon  his  loft  fhield,  they  both  yferc 
Forth  pafled  on  their  way  in  fayre  accord, 
Till  him  the  Prince  with  gentle  court  did  feordj 
Sir  knight,  mote  I  ofyou  this  courtTy  read, 
To  weet  why  on  your  ftieidfo  goodly  fcord 

^  Beare  ye  the  pi&ure  of  that  Ladies  head? 

Full  Kuely  is  the  femblaunt,  though  the  fubftancc  dead. 

Fayre  Sir(fayd  he)  if  in  that  pidure  dead 
Such  life  ye  read;and  vertuc  in  vainc  (hew, 
Whatmoteye  weene,if  thetrcwliucly-head 
Of  that  moft  glorious  vifage  ye  did  vew  ? 

.      "  V  3  But 
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Butyf  the  beauty  of  her  mind  ye  knew, 
That  is  her  boimty,and  imperiall  powre5 
Thoufand  times  fairer  then  her  mortal  hew, 
O  how  great  wonder  would  your  thoughts  deuourc, 
And  infinite  defire  into  your  fpirite  ponre* 

Shee  is  the  mighty  Queene  of  Faery, 

Whofe  faire  retraitc  I  in  my  fhield  doe  beare$ 
Shee  is  the  flowrc  of  grace  and  ehaftity, 
Throughout  the  world  renowmed  far  and  neare, 
My  liefe,  my  liege,  my  Souerainc,  my  deare, 
Whofe  glory  flrincth  as  the  morning  ftarre, 
And  with  her  light  the  earth  enlumines  clearer 
Far  reach  her  mercies,and  her  praifes  farre, 

As  well  in  ftate  of  peace,  as  puiilaunce  in  warre. 

Thrife  happy  man,  (faid  then  the  Brim  knight) 
Whom  gracious  lott,  and  thy  great  valiauncc 
Haue  made  thee  foldicr  of  that  Princeflc  bright. 
Which  with  her  bounty  and  glad  countenaunce 
Doth  blefle  her  feruaunts,  and  them  high  aduauncc* 
How  may  ftraunge  knight  hope  euer  to  afpire,. 
By  faithfull  feruice,and  meete  amenauncc„ 
Vnto  fuch  bliffe  ?  fufficient  were  that  hire 

For  lofle  of  thouland  Hues,  to  die  at  ha  defire,. 

Said  <7^,NobIeLord,  wbatmeed  fo  great, 
Or  grace  of  earthly  Prince  fo  (bueraine, 
But  by  your  wondrous  worth  add  wnrlikefeat 
Ye  well  may  hope,  and  eafely  attaine? 
But  were  your  will,  her  fold  to  entcrtaine, 
Andnumbred  be  mongft  knights  of  Maydenhcd, 
Great  guerdon,  well  I  wore, (hould  you  remaine, 
And  in  her  fauor  high  bee  reckoned, 

As  Atthogdl,  and  Sophy  now  beene  honored. 

i^crtcs 
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Certes  (then  faid  the  Prince)  I  God  auow, 

Thatfith  I  armes  and  knighthood  firft  did  plight, 
My  whole  defire  hath  beene,  and  yet  is  now, 
To  ferue  that  Quecne  with  al  my  powre  and  might. 
Seuen  times  the  Sunne  with  his  lamp-burning  light, 
Hath  walkte  about  the  world,  and  I  no  leffe, 
Sith  of  that  Goddcffe  I  haue  foughtthe  fight, 
Yet  no  where  can  her  find :  fuch  happineffe 
Hcuen  doth  to  mc  enuy,  and  fortune  fauourleflc* 

Fortune,  the  foe  of  famous  cheuifaunce 
Seldome  (faid  Guy  on)  yields  to  vertue  aide, 
But  in  her  way  throwes  mifchiefe  and  mifchaunce, 
Whereby  her  courfeis  ftopt,  and paffage  ftaid. 
But  you,  f  aire  Sir,  be  not  herewith  difmaid, 
But  conftant  keepe  the  way,  in  which  ye  ftandj 
Which  were  it  not,  that  I  am  els  delaid 
With  hard  adventure,  which  1  haue  in  hand, 

I  labour  would  to  guide  you  through  al  Fary  laud. 

Gramercy  Sir  (faid  he)  but  mote  I  wote, 

What  ftraunge  aduenture  doe  ye  now  purfew? 
Perhaps  my  fuccour,or  aduuement  meete 
Mote  ftead  you  much  your  purpofe  to  fubdew. 
Then  gan  Sir  Guy  on  all  the  ftory  fhe  w 
Of  falfe  Acrdfia,  and  her  wicked  wiles, 
Which  to  auenge,  the  Palmer  him  forth  drew 
From  Faery  court.  So  talked  they,  the  whiles 

They  wafted  had  much  way,  and  mcafurd  many  miles. 

And  now  faire  Phoebus  gan  decline  in  hafte 
His  weary  wagon  to  the  Wefterne  vale, 
Whenas  they  fpide  a  goodly  caftle,  plafte 
Foreby  a  riuer  in  a  pleafaunt  dale, 

V4  Which 
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Which  choofing  for  that  eucnings  hofpitale, 
They  thether  marcht:  but  when  they  came  in  fight, 
And  from  their  fweaty  Courfers  did  auale, 
They  found  the  gates  faft  barred  long  ere  night, 
And  euery  foup  faft  lockt,as  fearing  foes  defpight. 

Which  when  they  faw,  they  weened fowle  rcproch" 
*   Was  to  them  doen,their  entraunce  to  forftall, 
Till  that  the  Squire  gannigherto  approch, 
And  wind  his  home  vnder  the  caftlc  wall* 
That  with  the  noifeit  fhooke;  as  it  would  fall 
Efcfoones  forth  looked  from  the  higheft  fpirc 
The  watch,  and  lowd  vnto  the  knights  did  call, 
To  weete,  what  they  fo  rudely  did  require. 
Who  gently  aufwered^They  entraunce  did  defirc^ 

Fly  fly,  good  kni  gh  ts,  (faid  he)  fly  faft  away 
If  thatyour  liuesyelouc,as  meeteye&ould; 
Fly  faft,  and  faue  your  felues  from  neare  decay, 
Here  may  ye  not  haue  entraunce,  though  we  would: 
We  would  and  would  againe,  if  that  wc  couldj 
But  thoufand  enemies  about  vs  raue, 
And  with  long  fiege  vs  in  this  caftle  hould: 
Scuen  yeares  this  wi2C  they  vsbefieged  haue,  *  (faue* 

And  many  good  knights  flaine,  that  haue  vs  fought  to 

Thus  as  he  fpoke,loe  with  outragious  cry 

A  thoufand  villeins  rownd  about  them  iwarm<i 
Out  of  the  rockes  and  causs  adioyning  nye, 
Vile  caitiue  wretches,  ragged,  rude,  deformd, 
AH  thrcaning  death,  all  in  ftraunge  manner  arm  d3 
Some  with  vnweldy  ciubs,fome  with  longfpeares, 
Some  rufty  knifes,  fome  ftaues  in  fier  warmd. 
Sterne  was  their  looke,  like  wild  amazed  fteares, 

Staring  with  hollow  eies,  and  ftiffe  vpftandiiig  hcares. 
°  rierliy 
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Ficrfly  at  firfl:  thofe  knights  they  did  aflayle, 
Anddrouc  them  to  recoile:  but  when  againe 
They  gauefrefli  charge,  their  forces  gan  to  fayle, 
Vnhable  their  encounter  to  fufteine; 
For  wich  fuch  puiffauncc  and  impetuous  maine 
Thofe  Champions  broke  on  them,  that  forfl;  the  fly, 
Like  fcattered  Sheepe,whenas  the  Shepherds  fwaine 
A  Lyon  and  a-Tigre  doth  efpye, 
With  greedy  pace  forth  rufliing  from  the  fore.t  nye. 

A  while  they  fled,  but  foonc  retournd  againc 
With  greater  fury,  then  before  was  fownd; 
And  cuermorc  their  cruell  Captaine 
Sought  with  his  raskall  routs  t'enclofe  them  rownc?, 
And  ouerrone  to  tread  them  to  the  grownd.  (blades 
But  foone  the  knights  with  their  bright-burning 
Broke  their  rude  troupes,  and  orders  didconfownd* 
Hewing  and  flafhing  at  their  idle  (hades;  (fades. 

For  though  they  bodies  fccm,yet  fubftaunccfrom  them 

As  when  a  fwarme  of  Gnats  at  euentide 
Out  of  the  fennes  of  Allan  doe  arife, 
Their  murmuring fmall  trompetts  fownden  wide* 
Whiles  in  the  airctheir  cluftring  army  flies, 
That  as  a  cloud  doth  feeme  todira  the  skies$ 
Ne  man  nor  beaft  may  reft,  or  take  repaft, 
For  th^r  fliarpe  wounds,  and  noyous  iniuries, 
Till  the  fierce  Northerne  wind  with  bluftring  blaft 

Doth  blow  them  quite  away,  and  in  the  Ocem  caft* 

Thus  when  they  had  that  troublous  rout  difperir* 
Vnto  the  cattle  gate  they  come  againe^ 
And  entrauncecrau'd,  which  was  denied  erft. 
Now  when  report  of  that  their  perlous  painc, 

And 
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And  combrous  conflict,  which  they  did  fuftaine, 
Came  to  the  Ladies  eare,  which  there  did  dwell, 
Shee  forth  iflewed  with  a  goodly  traine 
Of  Squires  and  Ladies  equipaged  well, 
And  entertained  them  right  fairely,as  befell. 

Alma  fhe  called  was,  a  virgin  bright; 

That  had  not  yet  felt  Cupides  w  antonragc, 
i     Yet  was  fhee  wooed  of  many  a  gentle  knight, 
And  many  a  Lord  of  noble  parentage, 
That  fought  with  her  to  lincke  in  marriage: 
For  fhee  was  faire,  as  faire  mote  euer  bee, 
And  in  the  flowre  now  of  her  frefheft  age; 
Yet  full  of  grace  and  goodly  modeftee, 

That  euen  heuen  reioy ccd  her  fweete  face  to  fee. 

In  robe  of  Idly  white  fhe  was  arayd, 

That  from  her  fhoulder  to  her  heele  downe  raughc, 
The  traine  whereof  loofe  far  behind  her  ftrayd, 
Braunched  with  gold  &c  perle,  mod  richly  wrought, 
And  borne  of  two  faire  Damfels,  which  were  taught 
That  feruice  well.  Her  yellow  golden  heare 
Was  trimly  wouen>  and  in  treffes  wrought, 
Ne  other  tire  (lie  on  her  head  did  weare, 

But  crownd  with  agarland  of  fweete  Rofiere. 

Goodly  (bee  entertaind  thofe  noble  knights, 
And  brought  them  vp  into  her  caftle  hall; 
Where  gentle  court  and  gracious  delight 
Shee  to  them  made,  with  miidnefle  virginal!, 
Shewing  her  felfe  both  wife  and  liberal!: 
Then  when  they  rcfted  had  a  feafon  dew, 
They  her  befought  of  fauour  fpec  iall, 
Of  chat  faire  Caftle  to  affcerd  them  vew; 

Shccgraunted,&themleadingforth,thefamcdidfhew. 

Fitfl 
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Firft  (lie  him  led  vp  to  the  Cattle  wall, 
That  was  fo  high,  as  foe  might  not  it  clime, 
And  all  fo  faire;  and  fenfible  withall, 
Not  built  of  bricke,  ne  yet  of  ftone  aad  lime, 
Bur  of  thing  like  to  that  AEgyptkn  flime, 
Whereof  king  Nine  whilome  built  BabeU 'towre 
But  O  great  piety,  that  no  lenger  a  time 
So  goodly  workemanlhip  fhotild  not  endure: 

Soone  it  muft  turne  to  earthy  no  earthly  thing  is  (lire. 

The  frame  thereof  feemd  partly  circulare, 
And  part  triangulares  worke  diuine; 
Thofe  two  thefirft  and  Iaft  proportions  are> 
The  one  imperfe<5t,  mortally feminine^ 
Th'other  immortally  perfea;mafculinc, 
And  twixt  them  both  a  quadrate  was  the  bafe* 
Proportioned  equally  by  feuen  and  nine; 
Nine  was  the  circle  fctt  in  heauens  place., 

All  which  compa&edmadeagoodly  Dyapdp. 

Therein  two  gates  were  ptacedfeemly  welt 
The  one  before,by  which  all  in  did  pas, 
Did  th'other  far  in  workmanfhip  excellj 
For  not  ofwood^or  of  enduring  bras, 
But  of  more  worthy  fubftance  fram'd  it  was  % 
Doubly  difparted,  it  did  locke  and  clofe, 
That  when  it  locked,  none  might  thorough  pas. 
And  when  it  opened,  no  man  might  it  clofe, 

Still  open  to  their  friendes,  and  clofed  to  their  foes* 

Of  hewen  ftone  the  porch  was  fayrely  wrought, 
Stone  more  of  valew,  and  more  fmooth  and  fine, 
Then  Iett  or  Marble  far  from  Ireland  brought* 
O  uer  the  which  was  caft  a  wandring  vine, 

Enchaced 
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Enchaced  with  a  wanton  y uie  twine. 
And  ouer  it  afayre  Portcullis  hong, 
Which  to  the  gate  dire&ly  did  incline, 
With  comely  comparand  compa&ure  ftrong, 
Nether  vnfecmly  fhort,  nor  y cc  exceeding  long. 

Within  the  Barbican  a  Porter  fate, 

Day  and  night  ducly  keeping  watch  and  ward, 
Nor  wight,nor  word  mote  paffe  out  of  the  gate, 
But  in  good  order,and  with  dew  regard-, 
Vtterers  of  fecrets  he  from  thence  debard, 
Bablcrs  of  folly,  and  blazers  of  cryme. 
His  larumbell  might  lowd  and  wyde  be  hard, 
W  hen  caufe  requyrd,  but  neuer  out  of  time* 

Early  and  late  it  rong,  at  euening  and  at  prime. 

And  rownd  about  the  porch  on  euery  fyde, 
Twife  fixtecne  wardersfatt5all  armed  bright, 
In  gliftring  fteele,  and  ftrongly  fortifyde: 
Tall  yeomen  feemed  they,and  of  great  might, 
And  were  enraunged  ready,  ftill  for  fight* 
By  them  zsJlmapaffcd  with  hergueftes, 
They  did  obeyfaunce,asbefeemed  right, 
And  then  againe  retourned  to  their  reftes: 

The  Porter  eke  to  her  did  lout  with  humble  geftcs. 

Thence  fhc  them  brought  into  a  (lately  Hall, 
W  herein  were  many  tables  fayredifpred, 
And  ready  dight  with  drapets  feftiuall, 
Againft  the  viaundes  fhould  be  miniftred. 
At  th'upper  end  there  ftte,yclad  in  red 
Downe  to  the  ground,a comely  perfonage, 
That  in  his  hand  a  white  rod  menaged, 
He  Steward  was  ,h  ight  Diet$  rype  of  age, 

And  iademeanure  fobcr3and  in  counfell  Cage. 

'An 
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And  through  the  Hall  there  walked  to  and  fro 
A  iolly  yeoman,Marfhall  of  thefame, 
Whofc  name  was  Appetite^  he  did  befto  w 
Both  gueftcs  and  meatc3when  euer  in  they  came, 
And  knew  them  how  to  order  without  blame, 
As  him  the  Steward  badd.They  both  attone 
Did  dew ty  to  their  Lady,as  became; 
Who  pafling  by/orth  ledd  her  gueftes  anone 

Into  thekitchin  rowme/iefpard  for  nicenelle  none. 

It  was  a  vaut  y built  for  great  difpence, 
With  many  raunges  reard  along  the  wall; 
And  one  great  chimney,  whofe  long  tonnell  thence, 
The  fmoke  forth  threw.  And  in  the  midft  of  all 
There  placed  was  a  caudron  wide  and  tall, 
Vpon  a  mightie  fornace3  burning  whoct, 
More  whotc,  then  Aetn\ or  flaming  Mongibdk 
For  day  and  night  it  brent,  ne  ceafed  not, 

So  long  as  any  ihing  it  in  the  caudron  gott. 

But  to  delay  the  heat,  leaft  by  mifchaunce 
It  migh tbreake  out, and  fet  th  e  whole  on  fyrc, 
There  added  was  by  goodly  ordinaunce, 
An  huge  great  payre  of  belIowes,which  did  Ayr* 
Continually,and  cooling  breath  infpyre. 
About  the  Caudron  many  Cookes  accoyld, 
With  hookes  and  ladles5as  need  did  requyre; 
The  whylcs  the  viaundes  in  the  veilell  boyld 

They  did  about  their  bufineffe  fweat,audforely  toyld; 


jThc  maifter  Cooke  was  cald  Conccaion, 
A  carefull  man,  and  full  of  comely  guyfej 
The  kitchin  clerke,that  hight  Digeftion^ 

|  Did  oidcr all  ch'Achates  infeemely  wife, . 
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And  fet  them  forth,  as  well  he  could  dcuife- 
The  reft  had feuerall  offices  aiTynd,  : 
Some  to  remoac  the  fcum,as  it  did  rife; 
Others  to  beare  the  fame  away  did  mynd; 
And  others  it  to  vfe  according  to  his  kynd. 

But  all  the  liquour,  which  was  fo wle  and  wafte, 
Not  good  nor  feruiceable  clles  for  ought, 
They  in  another  great  rownd  veflell  plafte, 
Till  by  a  conduit  pipe  it  thence  were  brou  ght: 
And  all  the  reft;that  noyous  was,and  nought, 
By  fecret  wayes,that  none  might  it  efpy, 
Was  clofe  conuaid,  and  to  the backgatebrought, 
That  cleped  was  Port  Efqwline,  whereby 

It  w  as  auoided  quite,  and  thro  wne  out  priuily . 

Which  goodly  order,  and  great  workmans  skill  : 
Whenas  thofe  knightcs  behe!d,with  rare  delight, 
And  gazing  wonder  they  their  mindes  did  filh 
For  neuer  had  they  fcenc  fo  ftraunge  a  fight. 
Thence  backeagainefairc  ^Ima  led  them  right, 
And  fooneinto  a  goodly  Parlour  brought. 
That  was  with  royall  arras  richly  dight, 
In  which  was  nothing  pourtrahed,  nor  wrought, 

Not  wrought,  norpourpahcd,butcafic  to  be  thought* 

And  in  the  midft  thereof  vpon  the  floure, 
Alouely  beuy  of  faire  Ladies  fate, 
Courted  of  many  a  iolly  Paramoure, 
The  which  them  did  in  modeft  wife  amatc, 
And  eachone  fought  his  Lady  to  aggratc: 
And  eke  emongfl  them  litle  Cupidphyd 
His  wanton  fportes,bcin g  retonrned late 
From  his  fierce  warres,and  hairing  from  himhyd 

His  cruel  bo  w,whcrewith  he  thouftnds  hath  difmayd. 
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Diucrfc  delights  they  fownd  them  felues  to  pleafej 
Some  fongin  fweet  confort/ome  laught  for  ioy, 
Some  plaid  with  ftrawes/ome  ydly  fatt  at  eafe, 
But  other  fome  could  not  abide  to  toy, 
All  pleafaunce  wai  to  them  griefc  and  annoy: 
This  froud.that  faund,the  third  for  frame  did  blufli, 
Anotherfeemed  enuious,or  coy, 
Another  in  her  teeth  did  gnaw  a  rufh: 
But  at  thefe  ftraungers  prefence  eucry  one  did  hufh. 

Soone  as  the  gracious  Alma  came  in  place, 
Thy  all  attonce  out  of  their  feates  aroie, 
And  to  her  homage  made,  with  humble  grace: 
VV  horn  when  the  knights  beheld,they  gan  difpofe 
Themfelucs  to  court,and  each  a  damzcllchofe: 
The  Prmce  by  chaunce  did  on  a  Lady  light, 
That  was  cighrfaire  and  frefh  as  morningrofe, 
But  lorn  what  fad.and  folemne  eke  in  fight, 

Asiflomepenfiucthoughtcoflraindhergendcfpright 

In  a  long  purple  palLwhofe  skirt  with  gold, 
Was  fretted  all  about,fhe  was  araydj 
And  to  her  hand  a  Poplar  braunch  did  hold; 
To  whom  the  prince  in  courteous  maner  fayd, 
Gentle  Madame,  why  beene  ye  thus  difmayd, 
And  your  faire  beautie  doe  with  fadnes  fpfll> 
Lmes  any,  that  you  hath  thusillapayd? 
Or  doen  your  loue,ordoen  you  lack  your  will* 

What  euer  bee  the  caufc,itfure  befecmes  you  ill. 

Fayre  Sir,  faid  (Tie  halfe  in  difdainefull  wife, 
How  is  it,that  this  word  in  me  ye  blame, 
And  in yourfelfc  doe  not  the  fame  ad  11  ife. 
Htm  ill  befeeraes,anothcrs  fault  to  name, 

That 
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That  Say  vnwares  bee  blotted  with  the  fame: 
Penfiue  1  yceld  I  am, and  fid  in  mind, 
Through  great  defire  of  glory  and  of  fame-, 
Ne  ought  I  weeneareye  therein  behynd,  (find. 

That  haue  three  years  fought  one,yet  no  where  can  her 

The  Prince  was  inly  moued  atherfpeach, 
Well  weeting  tre  w,  what  fhe  had  rafhly  told, 
Yet  with  faire  femblaunt  fought  to  hydc  the  breach, 
Which  chaunge  of  colour  did  perforce  vnfold, 
Now  feeming  flaming whott,now  flony  Qold. 
Tho  turning  foftafide, he  did  inquyre 
What  wight  fhe  was,  that  Poplar  braunch  did  hold: 
It  anfwered  was,her  name  was  Pr*yjdejirey 

That  by  well  doing  fought  to  honour  to  afpyre. 

The  whyles>  the  Faery  knight  did  entertayne 
Another  Damfcll  of  that  gentle  crew, 
That  was  right  fayre,  and  modeft  of  demayne, 
But  that  too  oft  (he  chaung'd  her  natitie  hew: 
Straungc  was  her  tyre,  and  all  her  garment  blew, 
Clofe  ro  wnd  about  her  tuckt  with  many  a  plight: , 
Vpon  her  fift  the  bird,  which  fhonneth  vew 
And  keepes  in  couerts  clofe  from  lining  wight, 

Did  fut,as  yet  afhamd,  how  rude  Pan  did  her  dight. 

So  long  as  Guycn  with  her  co  mmoned, 
Vnto  the  grownd  fhe  caft  her  modeft  eye, 
And  euer  and  anone  with  rofy  red 
The  bafhfuli  blood  her  fnowy  cheekes  did  dye, 
That  her  became.aspolifiityuory, 
Which  cunning  Craftefman  hand  hath  ouerlayd 
With  fayre  vermilion  or  pure  laftcry 
Great  wonder  had  the  knight,to  fee  the  mayd 

So  ftraungely  paffioned ,and  to  her  gently  faid. 


Cant .  1 X.        the  Faery  Qjueene.  j  i  p 

Fayre  Damzell,  fcemeth,  by  your  troubled  clearc, 
That  either  nie  too  bold  ye  weene,  this  wife 
Yoa  to  molcft,  or  other  ill  to  fcare 
That  in  the  fecret  of  your  hart  clofc  lyes, 
From  whence  it  doth,as  cloud  from  (ea  aryfe. 
If  it  be  I,  of  pardon  I  you  pray ; 
But  if  ought  elfe  that  I  mote  not  deuyfe, 
I  will,  if  plcafeyou  it  difcure,  aflay, 

To  eafe  you  of  that  ill,  fo  wifely  as  I  may.  / 

She  anfwerd  nought,  but  more  abaflit  for  fhame, 
Held  downe  her  head,  the  whiles  her  louely  face, 
The  flafhing  blood  with  blufhing  did  inflame, 
And  the  ftrong  paflion  mard  her  modeft  grace, 
That  Guy  on  meruayld  at  her  vncouth  cace  j 
Till  Alma  him  befpake,  why  wonder  y  ec 
Faire  Sir  at  that,  which  yc  fo  much  embrace  ? 
She  is  the  fountaine  of  your  modeftee; 

You  fhamefaft  are,  but  Sbamefaftnts  it  felfe  is  fhec. 

Thereat  the  Elfe  did  blufh  in  priuitec, 
And  turnd  his  face  away;  but  fhe  the  fame 
Diffembled  faire,  and  faynd  tb  oucrfee. 
Thus  they  awhile  with  court  and  goodly  game, 
Themfelucsdid  folace  each  one  with  his  Dame, 
Till  that  great  Lady  thence  away  them  fought, 
To  vew  her  Caftles  other  wondrous  frame. 
Vp  to  a  fhtely  Turret  fhe  them  brought, 

Afcending  by  ten  fteps  of  Alablafter  wrought. 

That  Turrets  frame  moft  admirable  was, 
Like  higheft  heauen  compafled  around, 
And  lifted  high  aboue  this  earthly  maffe, 
Whichitfuruewd,as  hilsdoenlowcrground^ 

X  But 
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But  not  on  ground  mote  like  to  this  be  found, 
Not  that.,  which  andque  Cadm  v  whylome  built 
In  Thebes ^  which  Alexander  did  confound; 
Nor  that  proiid  towre  of  T toy,  though  richly  guilt, 
From  which  young  HecJors  blood  by  cruell  Greekes  was 

ffpilt. 

The  roofe  hereof  was  arched  ouer  head, 
And  deckt  with  flowers  and  herbars  daintily; 
Two  goodly  Beacons,  fet  in  watches  ftead, 
Therein  gaue  light, and  flamd  continually : 
For  they  of  liuing  fire  rooft  fubtilly , 
Were  made,  and  fet  in  filucrfockets  blight, 
CouerM  with  lids  deuiz'doffubftancefly, 
That  readily  they  fhut  and  open  might . 

O  who  can  tell  the  prayfes  of  that  makers  might? 

Ne  can  I  tell,  ne  can  I  ftay  to  tell 

This  parts  great  workemanfhip,&  wondrous  povvrc> 

That  all  this  other  worldes  worke  doth  exccll, 

And  likefl  is  vnto  that  hcauenly  towre. 

That  God  hath  built  for  his  owneblefled  bowre. 

Therein  were  diuer s  rowmes,  and  diners  ftages, 

But  three  the  chiefeft,and  of  greatcft  powre, 

In  which  there  dwelt  three  honorable  fages, 

The  wifeft  men,  I  weene,  that  liued  in  their  ages. 

Not  he,  whom  Greece^thc  Nounfe  of  all  good  arts, 
By  Vh&bm  doome,  the  wifeft  thought  aliue, 
Might  be  compar'd  to  this  by  many  parts  : 
Nor  that  fage  Fyli&n  fyre,  which  did  furuiuc 
Three  ages,  fuch  as  mortallmencontriue3 
By  whofe  aduife  old  Priams  cittie  fell, 
Withthefein  praife  ofpollicies  moteftriue. 
Thefe  three  in  thefe  three  rowmes  did  fondry  dwell, 

And  counfelled  faire  Alma ,  how  to  gouer ne  well. 

The 
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The  firftofthem  could  things  to'comeforcfec; 
The  next  could  of  thinges  prcfent  beft  aduize; 
The  third  things  paft  could  keepe  in  memoree, 
So  that  no  time,  nor  reafon  could  arize, 
But  that  the  fame  could  one  of  thefe  comprize. 
For  thy  the  firft  did  in  the  forepart  fir. 
That  nought  mote  hinder  his  quickepreiudize : 
He  had  a  iliarpe  forefight ,  and  working  wit. 

That  neuer  idle  was,  ne  once  would  reft  a  whit. 

His  chamber  was  diipainted  all  with  in, 

With  fondry  colours,  in  the  which  were  writ 

Infi  nite  (Tiapes  of  thinges  difperfed  thin ; 

Some  fuch  as  in  the  world  were  neuer  yit, 

Ne  candeuizedbe  of  mortallwit; 

Some  daily  feene,andknowen  by  their  names, 

Such  as  in  idle  fantafies  doe  flit  : 

Infernall  Hags,  Centaurs^  kenitsfiippodames, 
Apes.Lyons,  AegIes,Gwlcs,  foolcs,louers, children, 

And  all  the  chamber  filled  was  with  flyes,  Barnes, 
Which  buzzed  all  about,  and  made  fuch  found, 
That  they  encombred  all  mens  eares  and  eyes, 
Like  many  fwarmes  of  Bees  aflembled  round, 
After  their  biues  with  honny  do  abound  : 
All  thole  wereidie  thoughtes  andfantafies, 
Deuices,  dreames,  opinions  vnfound, 

a  ?h^?S?vifion^footh-faVCs^ndprophc-fies; 
Andallthatfainedis,  as  lcafings,  tales,  and  lies. 

Emongft  th  em  all  fate  he,  which  wonned  there, 
Thar  hight  Phantaftes  by  his  nature  trew, 
A  man  of  y cares  yet  frefl^s  moteappcre, 
Of  Iwarth  complexion,  and  of  crabbed  hew, 

X  2  That 
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That  him  full  of  melancholy  did  fhew; 
Bent  hollow  beetle  browes,  fharpe  flaring  eyes, 
That  mad  or  foofifh  (eemd :  one  by  his  vew 
Mote  deeme  him  borne  with  ill  difpofed  skyes, 
When  oblique  Satume  fate  in  the  houfeof  agonyes. 

Whom  K^4lma  hauing  fhewed  to  her  gueftes^ 

Thence  brought  the  to  the  fecond  ro  wmc>whofe  wals 
Were  painted  faire  with  memorable  geftcs, 
Of  famous  Wifards,and  with  pi&urals 
OfMagiftrateSjof  courts,  of  tribunals, 
Ofcommen  wealthes,of  ftatcs,of  pollicy^ 
Oflawcs,ofiudgemsntes3and  of  decretals^ 
All  artes,  all  feience,  all  Philofophy, 

And  all  that  in  the  world  was  ay  thought  wittily. 

Of  thofe  that  rowmc  was  full,and  them  among 
There  fete  a  man  of  ripe  and  perfeft  age , 
Who  did  them  meditate  all  his  life  long  5 
That  through  continuall  praftife  and  vfage, 
He  now  was  growne  right  wife,  and  wondrous  fage. 
Great  plefure  had  thofe  ftraungcr  knighte5,to  fee 
His  goodly  reafon,  and  graue  perfonage  , 
That  his  difciples  both  defyrd  ro  bee$ 

But  Alma  thence  the  led  to  th'hindmoft  rowmc  of  three* 

That  chamber  feemed  ruinous  and  old, 
And  therefore  was  rcmoued  far  behind, 
Yet  were  the  wals,  that  did  the  fame  vphold, 
Right  firme  &  ftrong,  though  fomwhat  they  declind^ 
And  therein  fat  an  old  oldman,  halfe  blind., 
And  all  decrepit  in  his  feeble  corfe, 
Yet  liuely  vigour  refted  in  his  mind^ 
And  recompenft  him  with  a  better  fcorfe: 

Wcake  body  wclis  chang'd  for  minds  redoubled  for/c. 
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This  man  of  infinite  remembratincc  was, 
And  things  foregone  through  many  ages  held, 
Which  he  recorded  ftill,  as  they  did  pas, 
Ne  fuffred  them  to  periih  through  long  eld. 
As  all  things  els,  the  which  this  world  doth  weld, 
But  laid  them  vp  in  his  immorcall  ferine, 
Where  they  for  euer  incorrupted  dwcld  : 
The  warres  he  well  remembred  of  king  Nine, 
Of  old  Jfurtcus,  and:  Inachus  diuine. 

Theyeares  of  Nefior  nothing  were  fo  his, 
Ne  yet  LMathufdlem  though  longcft  liu'd^ 
For  he  remembred  both  their  infancis: 
Ne  wonder  then,  if  that  he  were  depriu'd 
Of  natiue  ftrength  now,  thafrhc  them  iuruiu'd. 
His  chamber  all  was  hangd  about  with  rolls, 
And  old  records  from  auncienttimes  deriud, 
Some  made  in  books/omein  l5g  parchment  fcrolfc, 

That  were  all  worm-eaten,  and  full  of  canker  holes. 

Amidft  them  all  he  in  a  chaire  was  fett, 
Toffing  and  turning  them  withoutcn  cnd$ 
But  for  he  was  vnhable  them  to  fett, 
A  litle  boy  did  on  him  ftill  attend, 
To  reach;  when  euer  he  for  ought  did  fend; 
And  oft  when  thinges  were  loft,  or  laid  amis, 
That  boy  them  fought^nd  vnto  him  did  lend. 
Therefore  he  ^w^^jcleped  is, 

And  that  old  man  Eumnejles^  by  their  propertis. 

Thcknightes  there  entring,  did  him  reuerence  dew 
And  wondred  at  his  endlefle  exercife, 
Then  as  they  gan  his  Library  to  vew, 
And  antique  Regeftcrs  for  to  auife, 

X  3  There 
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There  chatmccd  to  the  Princes  hand  to  rize, 
An  auncient  bookc,  flight  Briton  mcniments, 
That  of  this lands  firft  conqueftdid  deuize, 
And  old  diuifion  into  Regiments, 

Till  it  reduced  was  to  one  mans  gouernements. 

Sir  Gttycn  chaunft  eke  on  another  booke, 
That  basfrt9A*tiquitee  of  Faery  load. 
In  which  whenas  he  greedily  did  looke, 
Th'offpring  of  Elucs  and  Farycs  there  he  fond* 
As  it  deliuered  was  from  hond  to  hond: 
Whereat  they  burning  both  with  lenient  fire, 
Their  countreysaunceftry  to  vnderftond, 
Craudleaueof^,  and  that  aged  fire,  ; 

To  read  thofc  booke$>who  gladly  grauntcd  their  defirc 
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Cant.  X- 

A  chronicle  of  Uriton  \tyigs, 

From  Brute  to  Vtherr  raync. 
And  rolls  of  Elfin  Emperours, 
Till  time  ofg/oriane, 

\ATHo  now  fhall  giuc  vnto  me  words  and  found* 
y  v  Equall  vnto  this  haughty  enterprife?  ' 

Or  who  (hall  lend  rac  wings,  with  which  fro  ground 

My  lowly  vcr fc  may  loftily  arife, 

And  lift  it  felfe  vnto  the  higheft  skyes? 

More  ample  fpiritjthcn  hctherto  was  wount, 

Here  needesme,  whiles  the  famous  a  unccftryes 

Of  my  moft  dreaded  Soueraigne  I  recount, 
By  which  all  earthly  Princes  flic  doth  far  furmounc, 

Ke  vnder  Sunnc,  that  fhincs  fo  wide  and  faire, 

Whence  all  that  Hues,  does  borrow  life  and  light, 

Liues  ought;  that  to  her  linage  may  compaire, 

Which  though  from  earihit  be  deriticd  right, 

Yet  doth  it  felfe  ftrctch  forth  to  hcuens  hight, 

And  all  the  world  with  wonder  ouerfpred; 

A  labor  huge,  exceeding  far  my  might: 

How  fhall  fraile  pen,  with  feare  difparaged, 
Conceiuefuchfouerainc glory >and  great  bountyhed? 

Argument  worthy  of  Ma>omanquil\y 
Or  rather  worthy  of  great  Pbcebw  rote, 
Whereon  the  mines  of  great  qffa  hill, 
And  triumphes  oiphlegr&w  louc  he  wrote> 

X4  That 
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That  all  the  Gods  admird  his  lofty  note 
But  if  fome  relilh  of  thathcucnly  lay 
His  learned  daughters  would  tome  report, 
To  decke  my  fong  withall,I  would  allay, 

Thy  name,  O  foueraine  Queene,  to  blazon  far  away. 

Thy  name  O  foueraine  Queene,  thy  realme  and  race, 
From  this  renowmed  Prince  deriued  arre, 
Whom  mightily  vpheld  that  roy  all  mat  e, 
Which  now  thou  bear'ft,  to  thee  defcended  farre 
From  mighty  kings  and  conquerours  in  wane. 
Thy  fathers  and  thy  great  Grandfathers  of  gold, 
Whofe  noble  deeds  aboucthe  Northern  (hire 
lmmortallfame  for  eucr  hath  enrokh 
As  in  that  old  mans  booke  they  were  in  order  told. 

The  land,  which  warlikeBritons  now  poneflc. 
And  therein  haue  their  mighty  empire  rayfd, 
In  antique  times  was  faluage  wilderneffe, 
Vnpeopled,  vnmannurd,  vnproud,vnprayfd, 
Ne  was  it  Wand  then,  ne  was  it  payfd 
Amid  the  o«4*waues,ne  was  ltfovtght 
Of  merchaunts  faire,  for  profits  therein  prayfd, 
B.nwasalldefolate,andoffomcthought 
By  fea  to  haue  bene  fto  the  Celticke  mayn-land  brought. 

Ne  did  itthen  deferuc  anameto  haue, 
Till  that  the  venturous  Mariner  that  way 
Learning  his  fhip  from  thole  wh;te  rocks  to  faue, 
Which  all  along  the  Southerne  fea-coau  lay, 
Threatning  vnheedy  wrecke  and  ralh  decay, 
Forfafety  that  fame  his  fea-marke  made, 
And  namd  it  Albion.  Butlater  day 
Finding  in  it  fit  ports  for  fibers  trade, 
Gan  more  the  fame  frequent,  and  further  to  muade. 
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But  far  in  land  a  faluagc  nation  dwelt, 

Of  hideous  Giaunts,  and  halfe  beaftly  men, 
That  ncucr  tafted  grace,  nor  goodnes  felt, 
But  like  wild  be^ftcs  lurking  in  loathfome  den, 
And  flying  faft  as  Roebucke  through  the  fen, 
All  naked  without  (hanlc,  or  care  of  cold, 
By  hunting  and  by  fpoiling  liueden; 
Of  ftaturc  huge,  and  eke  of  corage  bold, 
Thatfonnes  of  men  amazd  their  fierneffe  to  behold. 

But  whence  they  {prong ,or  how  they  were  begott, 
Vneath  is  to  aflurs,  vneath  to  wene 
That  monftrous  error,  which  doth  forae  affott, 
That  Diode/ians fifty  daughters  fhene 
Into  this  land  by  chaunee  haucdriuen  bene, 
Where  companing  with  feends  and  filthy  Sprights 
Through  vaine  illufion  of  their  luft  vnclene, 
They  brought  forth  Geaunts  &fuch  dreadful  wights, 

As  far  exceeded  men  in  their  imoicaford  mights. 

They  held  this  land,and  with  their  filthinefle 
Polluted  this  fame  gentle  foyle  long  time: 
That  their  owne  mother  loathd  their  bcaftlincfle, 
And  gan  abhorre  her  broods  vnkindly  crime, 
All  were  they  borne  of  her  owne  tmiuc  flime; 
Vntil  that  Brutus  anciently  deriu'd 
From  roiall  ftocke  of  old  Jflaracs  line, 
Driuen  by  fatall  error,herearriu'd, 

And  them  of  their  vniuft  poffeffion  depriu-d. 

But  ere  he  had  eftabliflied  his  throne, 
And  fpred  his  empire  to  the  vtmoft  fhore, 
He  fought  great  batteils  with  his  faluage  fonc; 
In  which  he  there  defeated  eucrraore, 

And 


j  28  The feconi  Boo  ke  of         Cmt.  X; 

And  many  Giaunts  left  on  groning  flore, 
That  well  can  withes  yet  vnto  this  day 
The  weftcrne  Hogh,  befprincled  with  the  gore 
Of  mighty  Goemotyvt\iomt  in  flout  fray 
Corineut  conquered ,  and  cruelly  did  flay. 

And  eke  that  ample  Pitt,  yet  far  renownd, 
For  the  large  leape,  which  Dtbon  did  compell 
Coulin  to  make,  being  eight  lugs  of  grownd; 
Into  the  which  retourning  backe,  he  fell, 
But  thofe  three  monflrons  ftones  doe  naoft  excel! 
Which  that  huge  fonnc  of  hideous  Albion^ 
Who fe  father  Hercules  in  Raunce  did  quell, 
Great  Godmer  threw,  in  fierce  contention, 

At  bold  Cmutus;  but  of  him  was  flainc  anon. 

In  meed  of  thefe  great  conqucfts  by  them  gott, 
Corineus  had  that  Prouince  vtmoft  weft, 
To  bim  affigncd  for  his  worthy  lott, 
Which  of  his  name  and  memorable  geft 
He  called  Cornwdite,  yet  fo  called  heft: 
•  AndZ>*Wffhayre  was,  that  is  Deucnfbyre: 
But  Canute  had  his  portion  from  the  reft, 
Th  e  which  he  cald  Canutium,  for  his  hyre; 

Now  Cantium>  which  Kent  wc  comenly  inquyre. 

Thus  Brute  this  Realme  vnto  his  rule  fubdawd, 
And  raigned  long  in  great  felicity, 
Lou'd  of  his  freends,  and  of  his  foes  efchewd, 
He  left  three  Tonnes,  his  famous  progeny. 
Borne  of  fayre  Inogene  of  Italy^ 
Mongft  whom  he  parted  his  imperiali  ftate, 
And  Locrine  left  chiefe  Lord  of 'Br 'it any. 
At  lafi:  ripe  age  bad  him  furreader  late 

His  Jifcj  and  long  gopd  fortune  vnto  finail  fate.  „ 

Locrine 
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Locrine  was  left  thefoueraine  Lord  of  all; 
But  Albania  had  all  theNortherne  pan, 
Which  of  him  felfe  Albania  he  did  call; 
And Camber  did  po-fleffe  the  Wefterne  quart, 
Which  Seucrne  now  from  Logris  doth  depart: 
And  each  his  portion  peaceably  cnioyd, 
Ne  was  there  outward  breach,nor  grudge  in  hare, 
That  once  their  quiet  gouernmenc  annoyd, 

But  each  his  pay  nes  to  others  profit  ft  ill  employ  d* 

Vntill  a  nation  ftraung,with  vifage  fwart, 
And  corage  fierce,that  all  men  did  affray, 
Which  through  the  world  the  fwarmd  in  euery  parr* 
And  ouerflow'd  all  countries  faraway, 
Like  Noyes  great  flood,  with  their  importune  fway* 
This  land  inuaded  with  like  violence, 
And  did  themfelues  through  all  the  North  difplayi 
Vntill  that  Locrine  for  his  Realmes  defence, 

Did  head  againft  them  make^and  ftrong  munificence* 

He  them  encountred ,  a  confuted  rout, 

Foseby  the  Riuer,  that  whylomc  was  hight 
The  ancient  Abus^  where  with  courage  ftout 
He  them  defeated  in  vi&orious  fight, 
And  chafte  fofiercely  after  fearefull  flight, 
That  forft  their  Chiefetain,  for  his  fafc ties  fake* 
(Their  Chkktzin  Humber  named  was  arigbt;> 
Vnto  the  mighty  ftteame  him  to  betake, 

Where  he  an  end  of  batteill,  and  of  life  did  make*. 

The  kin  gretourned  proud  of  vi&ory, 

And  inlblent  wox  through  vn wonted  cafe,, 
That  fliortly  he  forgot  the  ieopardy, 
Which  in  his  land  he  lately  did  appeafe, 

And. 
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And  fell  to  vaine  voluptuous  difeafe: 
He  lou'dfaire'Ladic  EfMld,  leudly  lou'd, 
Whofc  wanton  pkafures  him  too  much  didpleafc, 
That  quite  his  hart  from  Guendoltnt  remou'd, 
Fro  Guendoknc  his  wife,though  alwaies  faithful  prou  d. 

The  noble  daughter  of  Ccrineus 

Would  not  endure  to  bee  fo  vile  difdaind, 
But  gathering  force,and  corage  valorous, 
Encountred  him  in  batteill  well  ordaind, 
In  which  him  vanquifhtfhe  to  fly  conftraind: 
But  (he  fo  faft  purfewd,  that  him  (he  tookc, 
And  threw  in  bands,  where  he  till  death  remaind 
Als  his  faire  Leman,  flying  through  a  brooke, 

She  ouerheat,  nought  moued  with  her  piteous  looke. 

But  both  her  felfe,and  eke  her  daughter  deare, 
Begotten  by  her  kingly  Paramoure, 
'  The  faire  Sabrina  almoft  dead  with  feare, 
She  there  attached,  far  from  all  Giccoure^ 
The  one  fhe  flew  vpon  the  prefent  floure, 
But  the  fad  virgin  innocent  of  all,  . 
Adownc  the  rolling  riuer  (he  did  pourc, 
Which  of  her  name  now  Seuernemzn  do  call: 

Such  was  the  end,  thatto  difloyallloue  did  fall. 

Then  for  her  fonne,  which  fhe  to  Lectin  bore, 

Madm  was  young,  vnmect  the  rule  to  fway, 

In  her  o wne  hand  the  crowne fhe  kept  in  ftore, 

Till  ryper  yeares  he  raught,  and .ftronger  flay: 

Daring  which  time  her  povvre  Hie  did  difplay 

Through  all  this  rejlme,thc  glory  of  her  lex, 

And  fird  taught  men  a  woman  to  obay: 

But  when  her  fonnc  to  mans  eftate  did  wex, 

She  it  furrendrcd;  ne  her  felfe  would  lenger  vex. 

The 
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Tho  Madan  raignd,vnworthie  of  his  race: 
For  with  altfhamc  that  facrcd  throne  he  fild: 
Next  LMemprifejis  vnworthy  of  that  place, 
In  which  being  conforted  with  Manild, 
For  thirft  of  (ingle  kingdom  him  he  told. 
JSutEbraptckfalucd  both  their  infamies 
With  noble  deedes,and  warreyd  on  Brunchild 
In  Hemult^  where  yet  of  his  victories 
Braue  monimcnts  remaiae,  which  yet  that  land  enuies. 

An  happy  man  in  his  firft  dayes  he  w as, 
A  nd  happy  father  of  faire  progeny: 
For  all  fo  many  weekes,as  the  yeare  has, 
Somany  children  he  did  multiply* 
Of  which  were  t  weiuie  fonncs,which  did  apply, 
Their  mindes  to  prayfe3and  cheualrous  defyre: 
Thofe  germans  did  fubdew  all  Germany^ 
Of  whom  it  hight;  but  in  the  end  their  Syre 

With  foule  repulfefrom  Fraunce  was  forced  to  retyre, 

Which  blott  his  fonne  fuccecding  in  his  feat, 
The  fecond  Brute      fecond  both  in  name, 
And  eke  in  femblaunce  of  his  puiffaunce  great, 

Right  well  recur'd,and  did  away  that  blame  * 
With  recompence  of  euerlafting  fame. 
He  with  h  is  viftour  fword  firft  opened, 
The  bowels  of  wide  Fraunce,  aforlorne  Dame, 
And  taught  her  firft  how  to  be  conquered;  (kcd. 
Since  which,with  fondrie  fpoUcs  the  hath  bene  ranfac- 

Lct  Scaldis  tell;and  let  tell  Hania,  * 
And  let  the  marfh  of  Efiham  bruges  tell, 
W  hat  colour  were  their  waters  that  fame  day, 
And  all  the  moore  xwixtEberfbam  and  Del/, 

With 
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With  blood  of  Hen  Alois  >which  therein  fell. 
How  oft  that  day  did  fad  Brunchildls  fee 
The  greerie  fhield  dy de  in  dolorous  vermeil? 
That  not  he  mote  feeme  to  bee. 

But 

His  fonne  king  Leillby  fathers  labour  long, 
Enioyd  an  heritage  of  lading  peace, 
And  built  €airlctll,  and  built  Cmrlecn  ftrong. 
Next  Huddibras  his  realme  did  not  encreafe, 
But  taught  the  land  from  wearie  wars  to  ceafe. 
Whofe  footfteps  Bladud following,  in  artes 
Exceld  at  Athens  all  the  learned  preace, 
From  whece  he  brought  them  to  thefe  faluage  parts 
And  with  fweet  fcience  mollifide  their  ftubborne  harts. 

Enfample  of  his  wondrous  faculty, 

Behold  the  boyling  Bathes  at  Cairbadon^ 

Which  feeth  with  fecret  fire  eternally. 

And  in  their  entrailles,  full  of  quick  Brimfton, 

Nourifh  the  flames,  which  they  are  warmd  vpon, 

That  to  her  people  wealth  they  forth  do  well, 

And  health  to  euery  forreyne  nation: 

Yet  he  at laft  contending  to  exccll  .r^>  ccw 

The  reach  of  men,through  flight  into  fond  milchiei  tell. 

♦Next  him  king  Leyr  in  happie  peace  long  rayud, 
But  had  no  iffue  male  him  to  fucceed. 
But  three  faire  daughters,  which  were  well  vptramd, 
In  all  that  feemed  fitt  for  kingly  leed: 
Mongft  whom  his  realme  he  equally  decreed 
To  haue  diuided.  Tho  when  feeble  age 
Nigh  to  his  vtmoftdatehefaw  proceed, 
He  cald  hisdaughters^and  with  fpeechesfage 
Inquyrd,  which  of  them  moftdidloue  her  parentage^ 
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The  eldeft  Goner  ill  gan  to  proteft, 

That  fhe  much  more  then  her  owne  life  him  Wd; 
And  Regan  greater  loue  to  him  profeft, 
Then  all  the  world,  when  euer  it  were  proou'd; 
But  Cordedlhid  flic  lou'd  him,  as  behooud: 

Whofe  fimple  anfwere,  wanting  colours  fayrc 
To  paint  it  forth, ,  him  to  difpleafaunce  moou'd, 
That  in  his  crown  he  counted  her  no  hayre,  (fhayre. 
But  twixt  the  other  twain  his  kingdom  whole  did 

So  wedded  th'one  to  Maglan  king  of  Scottes, 

And  thother  to  the  king  of  Cambria, 

And  twixt  them  fhayrd  his  realme  by  equall  lottes: 

But  without  dowre  the  wife  Cordelia, 

Was  fent  to  Aggannip  of  Celtic* 

Their  aged  Syre,thus  eafed  of  his  crowne, 

A  priuate  life  ledd  in  Albania, 

W ith  Gonorilljiong  had  in  great  renowne,  (downe, 
That  nought  him  grieu'd  to  beene  from  rule  depofed 

But  true  it  is  that  when  the  oyle  is  fpent, 

The  light  goes  out,  and  weeke  is  thro wnc  away; 

So  when  he  had  refignd  his  regiment, 

His  daughter  gan  defpifc  his  drouping  day, 

And  wearie  wax  of  his  continuall  ftay. 

Thotohis  daughter  Regan  he  repayrd, 

Who  him  at  firit  well  vfed  cucry  way; 

But  when  of  his  departure  fhe  defpayrd, 
Her  bountie  fhe  abated,  and  his  cheare  empayrd. 

The  wretched  man  gan  then  auife  to  late, 
That  loue  is  not,  where  moft  it  is  proftft, 
Too  truely  tryde  in  his  extremeft  ftatc; 
At  laft  refolu'd  likewife  to  proue  the  relt, 

He 
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Who  with  entyre  affe&ion  him  receau'd, 
As  for  her  Syrc  and  king  her  teemed  beft; 
And  after  all  au  army  ftrong  ilie  leau'd, 

To  war  on  thofe,  which  him  had  of  his  realme  bereau'd 

So  to  his  crowne  fhe  him  reftord  againe, 

In  which  he  dyde,  made  ripe  for  death  by  eld, 
And  after  wild,  it  fhould  to  her  remaine: 
Who  peaceably  the  famelong  time  did  weld: 
And  all  mens  harts  in  dew  obedience  held: 
Till  that  her  fifters  children,  woxen  ftrong, 
Through  proud  ambition  againft  her  rebeld, 
And  ouercommcn  kept  in  prifon  long, 

Till  weary  of  that  wretchedlifc,her  felfe  fhe  hong* 

Then  gan  the  bloody  brethren  both  to  rainc: 
But  fierce  Ctrndah  gan  fhortly  to  enuy 
His  brother  Morgan  jpixekx.  with  proud  difdainc, 
To  haue  a  pcre  in  part  of  fouerainty, 
And  kindling  coles  of  cruell  enmity, 
Raifd  warre,and  him  inbatteill  ouerthrew: 
Whence  as  he  to  thole  woody  hilles  did  fly, 
Which  hight  of  him  Glamorgan,  there  him  flew: 

Then  did  he  raigne  alone,when  he  none  equal!  knew. 

His  fonne  Emit  his  dead  rowrae  did  fupply, 
In  whofe  fad  time  blood  did  from  heauen  rayne: 
Next  great  Gurguftusfhen  faire  Cecily , 
In  conltant  peace  their  kingdomes  did  contaync, 
After  whom  Lago,  and  Kinmarke  did  rayne, 
And  Gorbogud,  till  far  in  yeares  he  grew: 
Then  his  Ambitious  fonnes  vnto  them  twayne, 
Arraught  the  rule,and  from  their  father  drew. 
Stout  ferrex  and  fterne  Pomx  him  in  prifon  thre  w. 

Bu 
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But  O,  the  greedy  thirft  of royall  cro  wnc, 
That  kno wes  no  ^inred,  nor  regardes  no  right, 
Stird  Porrexvp  to  put  his  brother  downe; 
Who  vnto  him  aflemblingforreigne  might, 
Madewarreon  him,  and  fell  him  felfein  fight : 
Whofe  death  t'auenge,  his  mother  mercilefle, 
Moft  mercileffe  of  women,  Wyden  hight, 
Her  other  fonne  faft  flceping  did  opprefle, 

And  with  mod  cruell  hand  him  murdred  pittileflc. 

Here  ended  Brians  facred  progeny, 

Which  had feucn  hundred  yeares  this  fcepter  borne, 
With  high  renowme.,  and  great  felicity; 
The  noble  braunch  from  th'antiquc  ftocke  was  tornc 
Through  difcord ,  and  theroiall  throne  forlorne : 
Thenceforth  this  Realme  was  intofaftions  rent, . 
Whileft  each  of  Brutus  boafted  to  be  borne, 
That  in  the  end  was  left  no  moniment 

Of  Brutus*  nor  of  Britons  glorie  auncient. 

Then  vp  arofe  a  man  of  matchlefle  might. 
And  wondrous  wit  to  menage  high  affayres, 
Whoftird  withpittyof  theftrefled  plight 
Of  this  fad  realme ,  cut  into  fondry  fhayres 
By  fuch ,  as  claymd  thefelues  Brutes  rightfull  hayres, 
Gathered  the  Princes  of  the  people  loofc, 
To  taken  counfcll  of  their  common  cares ; 
Who  with  his  wifedom  won,him  flreight  did  choofe 

Their  king ,  and  (wore  him  fealty  to  win  or  loofe. 

Then  made  he  head  againft  his  enimies. 
And  Trnner  flew,  of  Z>£r#  mifcreate  5 
Then Ruddoczndi  proud  Stater ,  both allycs, 
This  of  Albany  newly  nominate, 

Y  And 
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And  that  of  Cambry  king  confirmed  late, 
He  ouerthrew  through  hisowne  valiauncc; 
Whofe  countries  he  reduf  d  to  quiet  ftate, 
And  fhortly  brought  to  ciuilegouernaunce, 
Now  one,  which  earft  were  many3made  through  vari- 
ance* 

Then  made  he  facredlawes,  which  fomemen  fay 
Were  vnto  him  reneald  in  vifion, 
By  which  he  freed  the  Traueilers  highway, 
The  Churches  part,  and  Ploughmans  portion, 
Retraining  ftealth,  and  ftrong  extortion  -y 
The  gratious  Numa  of  great  Brit  any : 
For  till  his  dayes,  the  chiefe  dominion 
By  fhength  was  wielded  without  pollicy- 

Therefore  he  firft  wore  crowne  of  gold  for  dignity. 

Dcnwallo  dyde  (for  what  may  liue  for  ay?) 

And  left  two  fbnnes,  of  peareleffe  prowefle  both} 

That  facked  Rome  too  dearely  did  affay, 

The  recompence.  of  their  pen  tir  ed  oth, 

And  ranfackt  Greece  wel  try de^whe  they  were  wrothj 

Befides  fubieded  France,  and  Germany, 

Which  yet  their  praifes  fpeake^U  be  they  loth., 

And  inly  tremble  at  the  memory 

Of  Brehnm  and  Belinw  ^khgQi  of  Britany, 

Next  thein  did  Gurgiunt ,  great  Belinus  fonnc 
In  rule  fucceedc5and  eke  in  fathers  praife; 
He  Eafterland  fubdewd ,  and  Denmarke  wonne, 
And  of  them  both  did  foy  and  tribute  rai(e5 
The  which  was  dew  in  his  dead  fathers  daies : 
He  alfo  gaue  to  fugitiues  otspayne. 
Whom  he  at  fea  found  wandrihg  from  their  waies, 
A  feate  in  Ireland fafely  to  remayne, 

Which  thevihould  hold  of  him,asfubic&  to Britayne. 

—  -~  \  After 
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After  him  raigned  Gmtbeline  his  hayre. 
The  iuftcft  man  and  treweft  in  his  daies^ 
Who  h  ad  to  wife  Dame  Mertia  the  fayre, 
A  woman  worthy-of  immortallpraife, 
Which  for  this  Rcalme  found  many  goodly  layes 
And  wholefome  Statutes  to  her  husband  brought  : 
Her  many  dcemd  to  haue  bcene  of  the  Fayesy 
As  was  Aegerie^  that  Nama  tought : 

Thofcyet  of  her  be  Mertiah  wes  both  nam'd  &  though 

Her  fonnc  Sifillm  after  her  did  rayne. 
And  then  KimartM,  and  then  T>anius  $ 
Next  whom  McrMusdid  thecrowne  fuftayne, 
Who3had  he  not  with  wrath  outrageous, 
And  cruell  rancour  dirn'd  his  valorous 
And  mightie  decdes,  fhoold  matched  haue  the  beft: 
As  well  in  that  fame  field  vi&orious 
Againft  the  forreine  Mounds  he  expreft^ 

Yet  liues  his  memorie,  though  carcas  flcepe  in  reft. 

Fiue  fonnes  he  left  begotten  of  one  wife, 
All  which  fuccclfiuely  by  turnes  didrayne; 
Firft  Gorhomtn  a  man  of  vertuous  life; 
Next  ^rchigald, who  for  his  proud  difdayne, 
Depofed  was  from  princedomc  foueraync, 
And pitteous  Elidureymm  his fted- 
Who  iliortly  it  to  him  reftord  aga/nc, 
Till  by  his  death  he  it  recouered ; 

hutPtridure  and  Vigent  him  disthronized.  ] 

In  wretched  prifon  long  he  did  remaine, 
Till  they  outraigned  had  their  vtmofl: date, 
And  then  therein  refeized  was  againe , 
And  ruled  long  with  honorable  ftate, 

Y  z  Till 
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Till  he  furrendrcd  Realme  and  life  to  fate. 
Then  alJ  the  fonnes  of  thefe  fine  brethren  raynd 
By  dew  fucceffe,  and  all  their  Nephcwes  late, 
Euen  thrife  eleuen  defcents  the  crowneretaynd. 

Till  aged  Hely  by  dew  heritage  it  gaynd. 

He  had  two  fonnes,  whofc  eldeft  called  Lud 
Left  of  his  life  mod  famous  memory. 
And  endleflc  moniments  of  his  great  good  : 
The  ruin'd  wals  he  did  re^difye 
Of  Troynouant)  gainft  force  of  enimy, 
And  built  that  gate,  which  of  his  name  is  highr? 
By  which  he  lyes  entombed  folemnly.J 
He  left  two  fonnes,  too  young  to  rule  aright, 

Androgens  and  Temntim ,  pi&ures  of  his  might. 

Whilfl:  they  were  young,  Cafsibalatte  their  Eme 
Was  by  the  people  chofen  in  their  (ted, 
Who  on  htm  tooke  the  roiall  Diademe, 
And  goodly  well  long  time  it  gouerned , 
Till  the  prowdc  Romanes  him  difquieted, 
And  warlike  O/Sr,  tempted  with  the  name 
Of  this  fweet  Ifland,  neuer  conquered, 
And  enuying  the  Britons  blazed  fame, 

(O  hideous  hunger  of  dominion)  hcchercamc* 

Yet  twife  they  were  repulfed  baefce  againc, 
And  twife  renforft,  backe  to  their  fhips  to  By, 
The  whiles  with  blood  they  all  the  fhore  did  ftain^ 
And  the  gray  Ocean  into  purple  dy : 
Ne  had  they  footing  found  at  laft  perdie, 
Had  not  Androgens  ^h\k  to  natiuefoyle, 
And  enuious  of  Vncles  foueraintie. 
Betray  d  his  countrey  vn  to  forreine  fpoyle  : 

Nought  elsjbuttreafon/rom  the  firft  this  land  did  foyl 
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So  by  him  Cdfar  got  the  vi&ory, 

Through  great  bloodOied,  and  many  a  fad  aflfay. 
In  which  himfclfe  was  charged  heauily 
Of  hardy  Nennim^  whom  he  yet  did  flay, 
But  loft  his  fword ,  yet  to  be  feenc  this  day. 
Thenceforth  this  land  was  tributarie  made 
T'ambitious  Rome,  and  did  their  rule  obay^ 
Till  Arthur  all  that  reckoning  defrayd  5 

Yet  oft  the  Briton  kings  againft  them  ftrongly  fwayd. 

Next  him  Ttntntius  raignd ,  then  Kimbeliney 
What  time  th'eternall  Lord  in  fleihly  flimc 
Enwombed  was,  from  wretched  Jdamslvnz 
To  purge  away  the  guilt  of  fiafull  crime : 
O  ioyous  memorie  of  happy  time, 
That  heauenly  grace  foplenteouflydifplayd; 
(O  too  high  ditty  for  my  fimple  rime.) 
Soone  after  this  the  Romanes  him  warrayd; 

For  that  their  tribute  he  refufd  to  let  be  payd* 

Good  Claudius,  that  next  was  Emperour, 

An  army  brought,  and  with  him  batteile  fought, 
In  which  the  king  was  by  a  Treachetour 
Difguifedflaine,  ere  any  thereof  thought: 
Yet  ecafed  not  the  bloody  fight  for  ought ; 
For  ^Aruirage  his  brothers  place  fupplyde, 
Both  in  his  armes,  and  crowne3and  by  that  draught 
Did  driue  the  Romanes  to  the  weaker  fyde, 

That- they  to  peace  agreed.  So  all  was  pacifyde. 

Was  neuer  king  more  highly  magnifide,  ■ 
Nor  dredd  of  Romanes  >  then  was  Aruirage , 
For  which  the  Emperour  to  him  allide 
His  daughter  Genuifs'ia  marriage : 

Y  2  Yet 
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Yet  fliortly  he  renounft  the  vaffailage 
QiRome  againe,  who  hether  haftly Tent 
Vefpa/ian,  that  with  great  fpoile  and  rage 
Forwafted  all,  till  Genuijfa  gene 

Perfuaded  him  to  ceafle,  and  her  lord  to  relent. 

He  dide^and  him  fuceeeded  iMams, 
Who  ioyd  his  dayes  in  great  tranquillity. 
Then  Coylly  and  after  him  good  Lucius, 
That  firft  receiued  Chriftianity, 
The  facred  pledge  of  Chriftes  Euangelyi 
Yet  true  it  is,  that  long  before  that  day 
iiithcccimslofiphoiArimath}, 
Who  brought  with  him  the  holy  gray  lc,  (they  fay) 

And  preacht  the  truth;  but  fince  it  greatly  did  decay. 

This  good  kingfhorcly  without  iffew  dide, 
Whereof  great  trouble  in  the  kingdome  grew, 
That  did  her  felfe  in  fondry  parts  diuide. 
And  with  her  powre  her  owne  felfe  ouerthrew, 
Whileft  Romanes  daily  did  the  weake  fubdew: 
Which  feeing  ftout  Bundttca,  vp  arofe, 
And  taking  armes,  the  Brit  ens  to  her  drew; 
With  whom  fee  marched  ftreight  againft  her  foes,, 

And  them  vnwares  befides  the  Seuerne  didenebfe. 

There  fhe  with  them  a  cruell  batteilf  tryde,  ^ 
Not  with  fo  good  fuccede,  as  fhee  deferu'd- 
By  rcafon  that  the  Captaines  on  her  fyde, 
Corrupted  by  V^Unm,  from  her  fvveru'd: 
Yet  fuch,  as  were  through  former  flight  prcferuM, 
Gathering  againe,  her  Hoft  (he  did  renew, 
And  with  freih  corage  on  the  vi£tor  fcru  d:: 
But  being  all  defeated,  faue  a  few, 

Rather  then  fly,  or  be  c  aptw'd;hcr  felfe  (he  flow. 
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O  famous  monimcnt  of  women's  prayfe, 

Matchable  either  to  SemirAmts^ 

Whom  antique  hiftory  fo  high  doth  rayfe, 

Or  to  Hypfiphil\oito  Thomiris: 

Her  Hoft  two  hundred  thoufand  numbred  is; 

Who  whiles  good  fortune  fauoured  her  might, 

Triumphed  oft  againft  her  cnemis; 

And  yet  though  ouercome  in  hapleffe  fight, 
Shee  triumphed  on  death,in  enemies  defpight. 

Her  reliques  Fulgent  hailing  gathered, 
Fought  with  Stutru*)  and  him  ouerthrew; 
Yet  in  the  chace  was  flaine  of  them  ,that  fled: 
So  made  them  Yi&ors,  whomehe  didfubdew. 
Then  gan  Cdrgufiw  tirannize  anew, 
And  gainft  the  Rmam  bent  their  proper  powrc, 
But  him  Allcttm  treachcroufly  flew, 
And  tooke  on  him  the  robe  of  Emperoure: 

Kath'lcfle  the  fame  enioyed  but  fhort  happy  howrc: 

For  Afcleftodatehxm  ouercame, 

And  left  inglorious  on  the  vanquifht  playne, 
Without  or  robe,  or  rag,  to  hide  his  fhamc*  ; 
Then  afterwards  he  in  his  ftead  did  raignej 
Butlhortly  wasbyO>y/in  batteill flaine: 
Who  after  long  debate,  {mczlMcm  tyme, 
Was  of  the  Britons  Br&  crownd  Soueraine: 
Then  gan  thisRcalmc  renew  her  pafled  primes 

He  of  his  name  Coykhejltr  built  of  ftone  and  lime. 

Which  when  the  Romanes  heard,  they  hether  (en* 
Conftanttm ,  a  man  of  mickle  might, 
With  whome  king  Coy  11  made  an  agreement, 
And  00  him  gaue  for  wife  his  daughter  bright* 

Y4  Fairs 
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Fayrc  Helena^  the  faireft  liuing  wight; 

Who  in  all  godly  thewes5  and  goodly  praife, 

Did  far  exceU,but  was  moft  famous  flight 

For  skilin  Mufickc  of  all  in  her  daies, 
Alweliin  curious  inftruments  as  cuiminglaies. 

Of  whom  he  did  great  Conftantinc  begett, 
Who  afterward  was  Emperour  oiMme\ 
To  which  whiles  abfent  he  his  mind  did  fett, 
Oct mius  here  lept  into  his  roome, 
Anditvfurpedby  vnrighteous  doome: 
But  he  his  title  iuftifide  by  might, 
Slaying  Traberne  7  and  hauing  ouercome 
The  Romane  legion  in  dreadfull  fight : 

So  fettled  he  his  kingdoms  and  confirmd  his  right. 

But  wanting  y  flew  male,  his  daughter  deare, 
He  gaue  in  wedlocke  to  Maximia* , 
And  him  with  her  made  of  his  kingdome  heyre, 
Who  foone  by  meanes  thereof  the  Empire  wan, 
Till  murdred  by  the  freends  of  Grttikt* 
Then  gan  the  Hunnes  and  Pi&s  inuade  this  land, 
Duringtheraigneof  Maximinun^  < 
Who  dying  left  none  heir  e  them  to  withftand. 

But  that  they  ouerranall  parts  with  eafy  hand. 

The  weary  #r/Vw3whofe  war-habic  youth 
Was  by  Maximim  lately  ledd  away, 
With  wretched  miferyes,  and  wocfullruth, 
Were  to  thofe  Pagans  made  an  open  pray, 
And  daily  fpeftacle  of  fad  decay:  (y  cares, 

Whome  Romane  warres3which  now  fowr  hundred 
And  more  had  wafted,  could  no  whit  difmayj 
Til  by  confent  of  Commons  and  of  Peares, 

They  crownd  the kco&Cotfantwc  withioyous  tcarcs, 
J  Who 
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Who  hauing  oft  in  batteill  vanquifhed 

Thofe  fpoylefull  Pi<fts,and  fwarming  Eafterlings, 
Long  time  in  peace  his  realme  eftablifhed, 
Yet  oft  annoyd  with  fondry  bordmgings. 
Of  neighbour  Scots,  and  forrein  Scatterlings, 
With  which  the  world  did  in  thofe  dayes  abound: 
Which  to  outbarre,  with  painefull  pyonings 
From  fca  to  fca  he  hcapt  a  mighty  mound, 
Which  from  Alclmd  to  Pattwclt  did  that  border  bownd. 

Three  fonnes  he  dying  left,all vnder  age; 
By  meancs  whereof,  their  vncle  Vortigtre 
Vfurpt  the  crowne,during  their  pupillage; 
Which  thlnfants  tutors  gathering  to  feare, 
Them  clofely  into  drmorick  did  bearer 
For  dread  of  whom,  and  for  thofe  Pi&s  annoyes,  ; 
He  fent  to  Germany  ftraunge  aid  to  rcarc,  * 
From  whence  eftfoones  arriued  here  three  hoyes 

Of  S axons y  whom  he  for  his  fafety  imployes. 

Two  brethren  were  their  Capitayns,  which  hi^ht 
HengiftznA  Horfm ,  well  approu'd  in  warre,  ° 
And  both  of  chem  men  of  renowmed  might* 
Who  making  vantage  of  their  ciuile  iarre, 
And  of  thofe  forreyners,  which  came  from  farce, 
Grew  great,  and  got  large  portions  of  land, 
That  in  the  Realme  ere  long  they  ftronger  arre, 
Then  they  which  fought  at  firft  their  helping  hand. 

And  Vmiger  haue  forft  the  kingdome  to  aband. 

But  by  the  helpe  of  Voriimere  his  fonne, 
He  is  againe  vnto  his  rule  reftord, 
And  HengiB  fcemmg  fad,  for  that  was  donne, 
Receiued  is  to  grace  and  new  accord, 

Through 
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Through  his  faire  daughters  face>&  flattring  word, 
Soone  after  which,  three  hundred  Lords  he  flew 
OfBritifh  blood,,aUfitciugathis  bord5 
Whofc  dolefull  moniments  who  lift  to  rew, 

Th'eternall  marksof  treafon  may  uStonheng  vcw. 

By  this  the  fonnes  of  Conftmtine^  which  fled, 
Ambrofe  2x\&Vther  did  ripe yeares  attayne, 
And  here  arriuing,ftrongly  challenged 
The  crowne,  which  Vortigcr  did  longdctayne: 
Who  flying  from  his  guilt,  by  them  was  flayne, 
And  HeHgifi  eke  (bone  brought  to  (ham  efull  death. 
Thenceforth  Aurelw  peaceably  did  raync, 
Till  that  through  poylon  flopped  was  his  breaths 

So  now  entombed  lies  at  Stoneheng  by  die  heath. 

After  "him  Vther,  which  Vendragon  hight, 
Succeeding  There  abruptly  it  did  end. 
Withou  t  full  point, or  other  Cefure  right, 
As  if  the  reft  fome  wicked  hand  did  rend, 
Or  rh  Author  felfe  could  not  at  leaft  attend 
To  firiifh  it :  that  fo  vntimely  breach 
The  Prince  him  felfe  halfe  feemed  to  offend, 
Yet  fecret  pleafure  did  offence  empeach, 

And  wonder  of  antiquity  long  ftopt  his  fpeach, 

Atlafl:  quite  rauifht  with  delight,  to  heare 

The  royall  Offpring  of  his  natiue  land, 

Crydeout,  Deare  countrcy,0  how  dearely  deare 

Ought  thy  rcmembraunce,  and  perpctualband 

Be  to  thy  tofter  Childe,  that  from  thy  hand 

Did  commun  breath  and  nouriture  receaue? 

How  brutiih  is  it  not  to  vnderftand, 

How  much  to  her  we  owe,  that  all  vsgauc, 

That  saue  vnto  vs  all>  what  eucr  good  we  hauc. 

&  But 
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Bat  Guyon  all  this  while  his  booke  did  read, 
Ne  yet  has  ended  .-fork  was  a  great 
And  ample  volume,  that  doth' far  excead 
Myleaf  jre5  fo  Ion  gieaues  here  to  repeat: 
It  told,  how  firfl:  Prometheus  did  create 
A  man,  of  many  parts  from  beafts  deryu'd , 
And  then  ftole  fire  from  hcuen  3  to  animate 
His  wotke,  for  which  he  was  by  Ioue  depryu'd 

Of  life  himfelf,.and  hart-ftrings  of  an  Aegle  ryu'd* 

That  man  lb  made^  hccalled  Elfey  to  weet 
Quick,  the  firfl:  author  of  all  Elfin  Icy  nd: 
Who  wandring  through  the  world  with  wearic  feet* 
Didinthegardinsof  Adorn  fynd 
A  goodly  creature,  whom  he  deemd  in  mynd  • 
To  be  no  earthy  wight,  but  either  Spright, 
Or  Angell,  th'authour  of  all  woman  kynd  $ 
Therefore  a  Fay  he  her  according  highf, 

Of  whom  all  Farjesfpnng,  &  fetch  their  lignage  right. 

Ofthefe  a  mighty  people  fliortly  grew, 

And  puiflant  kinges,  which  all  che  world  warrayd^ 
And  to  them  felues  all  Nations  did  fubdew  : 
The  firfl:  and  eldeft>which  thatfceptcrfvvayd* 
Was  Elfin\  him  all  India  obayd3 
And  all  that  now  America  men  call: 
Next  him  was  noble  Elfivan ywhohid 
CleopoUs  foundation  firft  of  all: 

BwtElfiline  enclofd  it  with  a  golden  wall. 

His  fonne  was  ElfincUyvfho  oucrcamc 
Th$  wicked  Gobbdinesm  bloody  field: 
But  Elfant  was  of  moft  renowmcd  fame, 
Who  allof  Chriftalidid  ?anthta  build:. 

Tlim 
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Then  Elfar,  who  two  brethren  gyauntes  kild3 
The  one  of  which  had  two  headcs,th'other  three: 
Then  Elfinor,  who  was  in  magick  skild; 
He  built  by  art  vpon  the  glafly  See  (bee. 
A  bridge  of  bras,whofe  found  heues  thunder  feem'd  to 

He  left  three  fonnes,the  which  in  order  raynd, 
And  all  their  Offpring,  in  their  dew  defcents, 
Euen  feuen  hundred  Princesyvhich  maintaynd 
With  mightie  deedes  their  fondry  governments; 
That  were  too  long  their  infinite  contents 
Here  to  record,  ne  much  materiall: 
Yet  iliould  they  be  mod  famous  moniments> 
And  braue  enfamplc5both  of  martiaH, 
¥  And  ciuil  rule  to  kinges  and  ftatcs  imperiall. 

After  all  thefe  Elficleos  did  rayne, 
The  wiCe  Elficleos  m  great  Maieftie, 
Who  mightily  that  fcepter  did  fuftayne,  ; 
And  with  rich  fpoyles  and  famous  vi&orie, 
Did  high  aduaunce  the  crowne  of  Faery : 
He  left  twofonnes5  of  which  faire  Elftrou 
s     The  eldeft  brother  did  vnrimcly  dy  ; 

W  hofe  emptie  place  the  mightie  oberon 
Doubly  fupplide^in  fpoufall^and  dominion. 

Great  was  his  power  and  glorie  oner  all, 

Which  him  before,  that  facred  feate  did  fill 
That  yet  rcmaines  his  wide  memoriall: 
He  dying  left  thefaireft  Tanaquill, 
Him  to  fucceede  therein,  by  his  laft  will : 
Fairer  and  nobler  liueth  none  this  howre, 
Nc  like  in  grace,  ne  like  in  learned  skill; 
Therefore  they  Gloria*  call  that  glorious  flowre, 

Long  mayft  thou  GlcrUn hue, in  glory  &  great  po wrc. 

Beguyld 
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Beguyld  thus  with  delight  of  nouelties, 

And  naturall  defire  of  countrycs  Hate, 

So  long  they  tedd  in  thofe  antiquities, 

That  how  the  time  was  fled,  they  quite  forgate, 

Till  gentle  Alma  feeing  it  fo  late, 

Perforce  their  ftudies  broke,  and  them  befought 

To  thinkej  how  fupper  did  them  long  awaite. 

So  hatfe  vnwilling  from  their  bookes  them  brough t5 
And  fayrely  feafted,  as  fo  noble  knightes  fhe  ought. 

Cant  XI 

The  enimies  ofTemperannce  jO* 
>g     befiege  her  duelling  p lace: 
;*§  Trince  Arthure  them refelles^ndfoVple** 
Maleger  doth  deface. 


\A7  Hat  warre  fb  cruel,  or  what  fiege  fb  fore, 
v  v  As  that,  which  ftrong  affe&ions  doe  apply 
Againft  the  forte  of  reafon  euermore* 
To  bring  the  fowle  into  captiuity: 
Their  force  is  fiercer  through  infirmity  " 
Of  the  fraile  flefli,  relenting  to  their  rage, 
And  exerci.fc  moft  bitter  tyranny 
Vpon  the  partes,  brought  intothcir  bondage- 
No  wretchedneffe  isliketofinfiill  vellenage. 

But  in  a  body  which  doth  freely  yeeld 
His  partes  to  reafons  rule  obedient, 
And  Ietteth  her  that  ought  the  fcepter  weeld, 

.  Allhappy  peace  and  goodly  gouernmcnt 

Is 
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Is  fetled  there  in  fure  eftabliftiracnt. 
There  Almi  like  a  virgin  Queene  mod  bright, 
•  Doth  florilli  in  all  beautie  excellent: 

And  to  her  gueftcs  doth  bounteous  banket  dight, 
Attempred  goodly  well  for  health  and  for  delight. 

Early  before  the  Morne  with  cremofin  ray, 
The  windowes  of  bright  heauen  opened  had, 
Through  which  into  the  world  the  dawning  day 
Might  looke,  that  maketh  cuety  creature  glad, 
Vprofe  Sir  Guyo?t  ,in  bright  armour  clad, 
And  to  his  ptirpofdiourney  him  prepard: 
With  him  the  Palmer  eke  in  habit  fad, 
Him  felfe  addreft  to  that  aduenture  hard: 

So  to  the  ritiers  fyde  they  both  together  far'd. 

W-heWthem  awaited  ready  at  the  ford 
The  Ferriman,  as  Alma,  had  behight, 
With  his  well  rigged  bote:  They  goe  abord, 
And  he  efrfoones  gan  launch  his  barke  forthright. 
Ere  long  they  rowed  were  quite  out  of  fight, 
And  faft  the  land  behynd  them  fled  away. 
But  let  them  pas,whiles  winde  and  wether  right 
Doe  ferue  their  turnes:herc  I  a  while  muft  flay , 

To  fee  a  crueil  fight  doen  by  the  prince  this  day. 

For  all  fo  foone,as  Guyon  thence  was  gon 
Vpon  his  voyage  with  his  truftie  guyde, 
That  wicked  band  of  villeins  frefh  begon 
That  caftle  to  aflaile  on  euery  fide, 
And  lay  ftrong  ficge  about  it  far  and  wyde. 
So  huge  and  infinite  their  numbers  were, 
That  all  the  land  they  vnder  them  did  hydej 
So  fowle  and  vgly ,  that  exceeding  feare 

Their  vffages  impreft;when  they  approched  ncare. 

Them 
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Them  in  twcluc  troupes  their  Captein  did  difpart, 
And  round  about  in  fitted  fteades  did  place, 
Where  each  might  beft  offend  his  proper  part, 
And  his  contrary  obie<3  moft  deface,  • 
As  euery  onefeem'd  meeteft  in  that  cace, 
Seuen  of  the  fame  againfl:  the  Caftle  gate, 
In  ftrong  entrenchments  he  did  clofely  place, 

Which  with  incelfaunt force  and  endleffe hate,  ' 
They  battred  day  and  night,and  entraunce  did  awate. 

The  other  fine,  fiuc  fondly  wayes  he  fett, 
Againfl:  the  fiue  gre  it  Bulwarkes  of  that  pyle, 
And 

vnto  each  a  Bulwarked  id  arrett, 
T'affayle  with  open  force  or  hidden  guyle, 
In  hope  thereof  to  win  victorious  fpoile. 
They  all  that  charge  did  ferucntly  apply, 
With  greedie  malice  and  importune  toyle, 
And  planted  there  their  huge  artillery, 
With  which  they  dayly  made  moft  dreadfull  battery. 

Thefirft  troupe  was  a  monftrous  rablement 
Of  fowle  miffhapen  wightes,of  which  fomc  were 
Headed  like  Owles,  with  beckes  vncomely  bent, 
Others  like  Dogs,others  like  Gryphons  dreare,' 
Andfomehad  wings,andfome  had  clawes  to  teare, 
And  euery  one  of  thern  had  Lynces  eyes, 
Arid  euery  one  did  bow  and  arro wes  beare: 
All  thofe  were  lawlefle  Mcs,  corrupt  enuyes 

And  couetous  afpcas,all  cruel  enimyes. 

Thofe  fame  againfl:  the  bulw  arke  of  the  Sight 
Did  lay  ftrong  fiege,  and  battailous  aflaulc 
Ne  once  did  yield  it  refpjtt  day  nor  nipht 
But  foone  as  Trim  gan  his  head  exaujt, 

And 
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And  foone  againe  as  he  his  light  withhault, 
Their  wicked  engins  they  againft  it  bent: 
That  is  each  thing,  by  which  the  eyes  may  fault, 
Bat  two  then  all  more  huge  and  violent, 
Beautie,and  money  they  againft  that  Bui warke lent. 

The  fecond  Bulwarke  was  the  Hearing  fence, 

Gainft  which  the  fecond  troupe  alignment  makes, 
Deformed  creatures,  in  ftraunge  difference, 
Some  hauing  heads  like  Harts,fome  like  to  Snakes, 
Some  like  wilde  Bores  laterouzd  out  of  the  brakes, 
Slaunderous  reproches,and  fowle  infamies, 
Leafinges5backbytinges3and  vaineglorrous  crakes, 
Bad  counfels,  prayfes,and  falfe  flatteries, 

All  thofe  againft  that  fort  did  bend  their  batteries. 

Like  wife  that  fame  third  Fort,  that  is  the  Smell 
Of  that  third  troupe  was  cruelly  aflayd: 
Whofe  hideous  fhapes  were  like  to  feendes  of  hell, 
Some  like  to  houndes,  fome  like  to  Apes,  difmayd, 
Some  like  to  Puttockes,all  in  plumes  arayd: 
All  fhap't  according  their  conditions. 
For  by  thofe  vgly  formes  weren  pourtrayd, 
Foolilh  delights  and  fond  abufions, 

Which  doe  that  fence  befiege  with  light  illufions. 

And  that  fourth  band  which  cruellbattry  bent, 
Againft  the  fourth  Bulwarke,thatis  the  Tdjfe, 
Was  as  therefta  gryfierablement, 
Some  mouth'd  like  greedy  Oyftriges,  fome  fafte 
Like  loathly  Toades,  fome  faflrioned  inthewafte 
Like  1  wine;  for  fo  deformd  is  luxury, 
Surfcat,  mifdicc,  and  vnthriftie  waftc, 
Vaine  feaftes,  and  ydle  fuperfluity  : 

All  thofe  this  fences  Fort  affayle  inccflantly. 
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But  the  fift  troupe  moft  horrible  of  hew, 
And  fcrce  of  Force,  is  dreadfullto  report: 
For  fomc like  Snailes5fome  did  like fpyders  ftievr, 
And  fomc  like  vgly  Vrchins  thick  and  fliort: 
Cruelly  they  aflayed  that  fift  Fort , 
Armed  with  dartes  of  fcnfuall  delight, 
With  ftinges  of  carnall  luft,  and  ftrong  effort 
Of  feeling  pleafures,  with  which  day  and  night 

Againfl:  that  fame  fift  bulwarkc  they  continued  fight. 

Thus  thefe  twelue  troupes  with  drcadfullpuiffauncc 
Againft  that  Caftle  reftlefle  fiege  did  lay, 
And  cuermore  their  hideous  Ordinauncc 
Vpon  the  Bulwarkcs  cruelly  did  play, 
That  now  it  gan  to  threaten  neare  decay. 
And  euermore  their  wicked  Capitayn 
Prouokcd  them  the  breaches  to  aflay, 
Somtimes  with  threats/omtimes  with  hope  of  gayn, 

Which  by  the  ranfack  of  thatpeece  they  fhouldattayn. 

On  th  other  fydc,  th'aflieged  Caftles  ward 
Their  ftedfaft  ftonds  did  mightily  maintaine, 
And  many  bold  reptilfe,  and  many  hard 
Atchicuement  wrought  with  peril!  and  with  payne, 
That  goodly  frame  from  mine  tofuftainc: 
And  thofe  two  brethren  Gyauntes  did  defend 
The  walles  fo  ftoutly  with  their  fturdie  mayne, 
That  neuer  entraunce  any  durft  pretend, 

But  they  to  direfull  death  their  groning  ghpfts  did  fend. 

The  noble  Virgin,  Ladieof  the  Place, 

Was  much  difmayed  with  that  dreadful  fight: 

For  neuer  was  fhe  in  foeuillcace. 

Till  that  the  Prince  feeing  her  wofull  plight, 

Z  Gan 
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Gan  her  rccomfort  from  fo  fad  affright, 
Offring  his  feruice,  and  his  deareft  life 
For  her  defence,  againft  that  Carle  to  fight, 
Which  was  their  chiefe  atld  th'authour  of  that  ftrifc: 
She  him  remercied  as  the  Patrone  of  her  life. 

Eftfoones  himfelfe  in  glitterand  armes  he  dight, 
And  his  well  proued  weapons  to  him  hentj 
So  taking  courteous  conge  he  behight , 
Thofe  gates  to  be  vnbar'd,  and  forth  he  went. 
Fayre  mote  he  thee,  theprowefi:  and  moft  gent, 
That  cuer brandifhed  bright  fteele  on  hye: 
Whom  foone  as  that  vnruly  rablement, 
With  his  gay  Squyre  iflewing  did  efpye, 

They  reard  a  moft  outrageous  dreadfull  yelling  cry. 

And  therewithal!  attonce  at  him  let  fly 

Their  fluttringarrowcs?thicke  as  flakes  offnowj 
And  round  about  him  flocke  impetuoufly, 
Like  a  great  water  flood3  that  tombling  low- 
From  the  high  mounwines,  threates  to  ouerflo  w 
With  fuddem  fury  all  the  fertile  playne, 
And  the  fad  husbandmans  long  hope  doth  throw, 
A  downe  the  ftreame  and  all  his  vowes  make  vaync, 

Nor  bounds  nor  banks  his  headlong  ruine  may  fuftayne. 

Vponhis  fhield  their  heaped  hayle  he  bore, 
And  with  his  fword  difperft  the  raskall  flockes, 
Which  fled  a  fonder,  and  him  fell  before, 
As  withered  lcaucs  drop  from  their  dryedftockes, 
Whe  the  wroth  Weftern  wind  docs  rcauc  their  locks? 
And  vnder  neath  him  his  courageous  fteed, 
The  fierce  Spnmador  trode  them  downe  like  docks, 
The  fierce  Spumadorbovnc  of  heauenly  feed: 

S  uch  as  LAomcdnn  of  pbdbm  rac  e  did  breed 

Which 
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Which  fuddeine  horrour  and  confufed  cry, 
When  as  their  Capteine  heard  ,in  hafte  heyode, 
The  caufe  to  weewnd  fault  to  remedy, 
Vpon  a  Tygre  fwift  and  fierce  he  rode, 
That  as  the  winde  ran  vndemcath  his  lode, 
Whiles  his  long  legs  nigh  rauglit  vnto  the  ground, 
Full  large  he  was  of  limbe,and  fhoulders  brode, 
But  of  fuchfubtilefubftance  and  vnfound, 

Thatlikcaghofthefeem'd,  whofe  graue-clothes  were 

vnbound. 

And  in  his  hand  a  bended  bow  was  fcene, 
And  many  arrowes  vnder  his  right  fide, 
All  deadly  daungerous^U  crueltkeene. 
Headed  with  flint,  and  fethers  bloody  dide, 
Such  as  the  Indians  in  their  quiuers  hide, 
Thofc  could  he  well  direft  and  (height  as  line, 
And  bid  them  flrikc  the  marke  ,  which  he  had  eyde, 
Ne  was  thcirfalue  nc  was  their  medicine, 

That  mote  recure  their  wounds:  fo  inly  they  did  tine. . 

As  pale  and  wan  as  afhes  was  his  looke, 
Hi>  body  leane  and  meagre  as  a  rake, 
And  skin  all  withered  like  a  dryed  rooke, 
Thereto  as  cold  and  drery  as  a  Snake, 
Thatfeemd  to  tremble  euermore,and  quake: 
All  in  a  canuasthinhe  wasbedight, 
And  girded  with  a  belt  of  twitted  brake, 
Vpon  his  head  he  wore  an  Helmet  light, 

Made  of  a  dead  mans  skull,  that  feemd  a  ghaflly  fight. 

Maleger  was  his  name,and  after  him, 
There  follow'd  faft  at  hand  two  wicked  Hags, 
With  hoary  loekes  allloofe,  and  vifagegrim ; 
Theirfeet  vnftiod,  their  bodies  wrapt  in  rags, 

Z  2  And 
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And  both  as  fwift  oivfeot ,  as  chafed  Stags, 
And  yet  the  one  her  other  legge  had  lame, 
Which  with  a  ftaffe,  all  full  of  litis  fnags 
She  did  fupport,  and  Impotence  her  name : 

But  th'other  was  Impatience  7  arm'd  with  raging  flame. 

Soone  as  the  Carle  from  far  the  Prince  efpyde, 
Gli firing  in  armes  and  warlike  ornament, 
His  Beaft  he  felly  prickt  on  either  fy  de, 
And  his  mifchieuous  bow  full  readic  bent, 
With  which  at  him  a  crucll  fhaft  he  fent : 
But  he  was  warie ,  and  it  warded  well 
Vpon  his  fhield,  that  it  no  further  went, 
But  to  the  ground  the  idle  qnarrell  fell: 

Then  he  another  and  another  did  cxpell* 

y 

Which  to  preuent,the  Prince  his  mortall  /peare 
Soone  to  him  raught,  and  fierce  at  him  did  ride, 
To  be  auenged  of  that  fhot  whyleare  : 
But  he  was  not  fo  hardy  to  abide 
That  bitter  ftownd,  but  turning  quicke  afide 
His  light-foot  beaft,  fled  faft  away  for  feare  : 
Whom  to  pourfue,  the  Infant  after  hide , 
So  faft  as  his  good  Courier  could  him  beare. 

But  labour  loft  it  was,  to  weene  approch  him  neare. 

For  as  the  winged  wind  his  Tigre  fled. 

That  ye  w  of  eye  couldfcarfe  him  ouertake, 
Ne  fcarfe  his  feet  on  ground  were  feene  to  tred; 
Through  hils  and  dales  he  fpeedy  way  did  make, 
*  Ne  hedge  ne  ditch  his  readic  paflage  brake , 

And  in  his  flight  the  villein  turn'd  his  face, 
( As  wonts  the  Tartar  by  the  Cafiian  lake, 
When  as  the  Rufsian  him  in  fight  does  chace  )"  ■ 

Vnto  his  Tygres  taile ,  and  (hot  at  him  apace* 

Apace 
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Apace  he  (hot,  and  yet  he  fled  apace , 

Still  as  the  greedy  knight  nigh  to  him  drew, 
And  oftentimes  he  would  relent  his  pace, 
That  him  his  foe  more  fiercely  (hould  pouifew : 
But  when  his  vncouth  manner  he  did  vew, 
He  gan  auize  to  follow  him  no  more, 
But  kcepe  his  {landing ,  and  his  fhaftes  efchew, 
Vntill  he  quite  had  fpent  his  perlous  ftore, 

And  then  aflayle  him  frefti,  ere  he  could  ftiift  for  more. 

But  that  lame  Hag,fti!l  as  abroad  he  ftrew 
His  wicked  arrowes ,  gathered  them  againe, 
And  to  him  brought  frefh  batteill  to  renew : 
Which  he  efpy  ing,  caft  her  to  reftraine 
From  yielding  fuccour  to  that  curfed  S waine, 
And  her  attaching,  thought  her  hands  to  tye$ 
But  (bone  as  him  difmounted  on  the  plainc, 
That  other  Hag  did  far  away  efpye 

Binding  her  fitter,  flic  to  him  ran  haftiiy. 

And  catching  hold  ofhim,as  downe  he  lent, 

Him  backeward  ouertbrew ,  and  downe  him  ftayd 
With  their  rude  handes  and  gryefly  graplement, 
Till  that  the  villein  comming  to  their  ayd, 
Vpon  him  fell,  and  lode  vpqn  him  layd$ 
Full  litle  wanted,  buthe  had  him  flaine, 

,  Andofchebattell  balcfull  end  had  made, 
Had  not  his  gentle  Squire  beheld  his  paine, 

And  eommen  to  his  reskew,  ere  his  bitter  bane* 

So  greateft  and  mod  glorious  thing  on  ground 
May  often  need  the  helne  of  weaker  hand; 
So  feeble  is  mans  ftate  ,and  life  vnfound, 
That  in  affuraunce  itmay  neuer  ftand, 

Z  3  Till 
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Till  ic  diffolued  be  from  earthly  band. 
Proofe  be  thou  Prince,  the  pro  weft  man  alyue, 
And  nobleft  borne  of  all  in  BntcmhnA^  ^ 
Yet  thee  fierce  Fortune  didfo  nearely  driue, 

That  had  not  grace  thee  blcft^thou  fliouldeftnotreuiue^ 

The  Squyre  arriuing,  fiercely  in  his  armes 
Snatch:  firtt  the  one,  and  then  the  other  lade, 
His  chiefeft  lctts  and  authors  of  his  harmes, 
And  them  perforce  withheld  with  threatned  blade^ 
Leaft  that  his  Lord  they  fhould  behindc  inuade; 
The  whiles  the  Prince  prickt  with  reprochfulihamc* 
As  one  awakte  out  of  long  flombring  fhade, 
Rcuiuyng  thought  of  glory  and  of  f  ame> 

Ynitcd  all  his  powres  to  purge  him  felfe  from  blame. 

Like  as  a  fTteythe  which  in  hollow  cauc 

Hath  longbcnc  vnderkept,  and  down  fupprefl, 

With  murmurous  difdayne  doth  inly  rauc, 

And  grudge}in  fo  ftreight  prifon  to  be  prefly 

At  Lift  breakes  forth  with  furious  infeft, 

And  Urines  to  mount  vnto  his  nariuefeati 

All  that  did  carftit  hinder  and  moleft, 

Yt  now  deuoures  with  flames  and  fcorching  heat* 

And  carries intofmoake  with  rage  and  horror  great. 

So  mightcly  the  Briton  Prince  him  rouzd: 

O  ut  of  kis  holde  >  and  broke  his  cay  tiue  bands, 
Andas  a  Beare  whom  angry  curres  haue  toiud, 
Hauing  off-fliakt  thcm,and  cfcapt  their  hands, 
Becomes  more  fell,  and  allthat  him  withftands 
Treads  down  and  ouerthrowes.  Now  had  the  Carle 
Alighted  from  his  Tigre,  and  his  hands 
Difcharged  of  his  bow  and  deadly  quar'le, 

To  fcize  vpon  his  foe  flatc  tying  on  the  marie,  £ 
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Which  now  him  turnd  to  difauantage  deare, 
For  neither  can  he  fly,  nor  other  harme, 
But  truft  vnto  his  (length  and  manhood  meare, 
Sith  now  he  is  far.fronvhis  monfirous  fwarmc, 
And  of  his  weapons  did  him  felfe  difarme. 
The  knigh t  yet  wrothfull  for  his  late  dilgrace, 
Fiercely  aduaunft  his  valorous  right  arme. 
And  him  fo  fore  fmott  with  his  yron  mace, 

That  grouelingto  the  ground  he  fell,  and  fild  his  place. 

Wcl  weened  heerthat  field  was  then  his  owne, 
And  all  his  labor  brought  to  happy  end, 
When  fuddeinvp  the  villeine  ouerthrownc, 
Out  of  his  fwownc  arofe,  frefh  to  contend, 
And  gan  him  felfe  to  fecond  battaill  bend, 
As  hurt  he  had  not  becne.  Thereby  there  lay 
An  huge  great  (lone,  which  flood  vpon  otic  end, 
And  had  not  bene  remoued  many  a  day; 

Some  land-marke  feemd  to  bee,  or  figne  of  fundry  way. 

The  fame  he  fnatcht,and  with  exceeding  fway 
Threw  at  his  foe,  who  was  right  well  aware 
To  (honne  the  engin  of  his  meantdecay; 
It  booted  not  to  thinke  that  throw  to  beared 
But  gro  wnd  he  gaue^  and  lightly  lept  areare: 
Efte  fierce  retourning,  as  a  taulcon  fayre 
That  once  hath  failed  of  her  loufe  full  neare, 
Remounts  againeinto  the  open  ayre, 

And  vnto  better  fortune  doth  her  felfe  prepayre. 

So  braue  retourning,  with  his  brandiflit  blade, 
He  to  the  Carle  him  felfe  agay  n  addreft, 
And  ftrooke  at  him  fo  fternely,  that  he  made 
An  open  paffage  through  his  riuen  brefL, 

Z  4  That 
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Thathalfe  the  ftcele  behind  his  backe  d  id  reft; 
Which  drawing  backe  ,he  looked  euer  more 
When  the  hart  blood  fhould  gufh  out  of  his  cheft, 
Or  his  dead  corfe  fhould  fall  vpon  the  flore; 
But  his  dead  corfe  vpon  the  flore  fell  nathemore. 

Ne  drop  of  blood  appeared  fhed  to  bee, 

All  were  thewowndfo  wide  and  wonderous, 

That  through  his  carcas  one  might  play  nly  fee: 

Halfe  in  amaze  with  horror  hideous, 

And  halfc  in  rage,  to  be  deluded  thus,  j 

Again  through  both  the  fides  he  flrooke  him  quigftt, 

That  made  his  fpri  ght  to  grone  full  piteous: 

Yet  nathemore  forth  fled  his  groniog  fpnght, 

But  frefhly  as'at  firft,  prepard  himfelfc  to  fight. 

Thereat  hefmirten  was  wirh  great  affright, 
And  trembling  terror  did  his  hart  apail, 
N  e  will  he.what  to  thinke  of  that  fame  fight, 
Ne  what  to  fay,  ne  what  to  doe  at  all; 
He  doubted,  leaft  it  were  fome  magical! 
Illufion,  that  did  beguile  his  fenfc. 
Or  wandring  ghoft,  that  wanted  funeral!, 
Or  aery  fpirice  vnder  falfe  pretence, 

Or  hclliih  feend  ray  fd  vp  through  diuelirti  fciencc. 

His  wonder  far  exceeded  rcafons  reach. 
That  he  began  to  doubt  his  dazeled  fight, 
And  oft  of  error  did  him  felfe  appeach;  ; 
Flcfti  without  blood,  a  perfon  without  fpnght, 
Wounds  without  hurt,  a  body  without  might, 
That  could  doe  harmc,yst  could  not  harmed  bee, 
That  could  not  die,  yet  feemd  a .mortal!  wight, 
Th  at  was  mod  ftrong  in  mod  infirmitce; 

Like  did  he  newer  heare^like  did  he  neuer  fee. 
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A  while  he  flood  in  this  aftoni&menr. 
Yet  would  he  not  for  ali  his  great  difmay 
Giue  oner  to  cffe£t  his  firft  intent, 
And  th'v  tmoft  meanes  of  vidory  a  flay, 
Or  th'vtmoft  yflew  of  his  owne  decay. 
His  owne  good  fword  JMordurc,  that  neuer  fayld 
At  need, till  now, he  lightly  thre  w  away, 
And  his  bright  (Weld,  that  noughrtim  now  auayld* 

And  with  his  naked  hands  him  forcibly  aflayld. 

Twixt  his  two  mighty  armcs  him  vp  he  fnatcht, 
And  cruflit  his  carcas  fo  againft  his  brcft, 
That  the.difdainfull  fowle  he  thence  difpatcht, 
And  thydlc  breath  all  vtterly  expreft: 
Tho  when  he  feltbim  dead,  adowne  he  keft 
The  lumpifli  corfe  vnto  the  fencelefle  grownd, 
Adowne  he  keft  it  with  fo  puiflant  wreft, 
That  backe  againe  it  did  alofte  rebo wnd, 

And  gaue  againft  his  mother  earth  a  gronefull  fown«L 

As  when  louts  harnefTe-bearing  Bird  from  hye 
Stoupes  at  a  flying  heron  with  proud  difdaync, 
The  ftone-dead  quarrcy  falls  fo  forciblye, 
That  ytrebownds  againft  the  lowly  play nc, 
A  fecond  fall  redoubling  backe  agayne. 
Then  thought  the  Prince  al!  peril  fure  waspaft, 
And  tfiat  he  vi&or  onely  did  remayne; 
No  fooner  thought,  then  that  the  Carle  as  faft 

Gan  heap  huge  ftrokes  on  him,as  ere  he  down  was  caft* 

Nigh  his  wits  end  then  woxe  th'amazed  knight, 
And  thought  his  labor  loft  and  trauell  vaync, 
Again  ft  his  lifelefleflbadowfo  to  fight: 
Yet  life  he  faw^  and  felt  his  mighty  mayne> 

;  That 
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That  whileshe  marucfld  ftill,  did  flill  him  payne; 
For  thy  he  gan  fome  other  wayes  aduize, 
How  to  take  life  from  that  dead-Iiuingfvvayne, 
Whom  ftiU  he  marked  frefhly  to  arize 
From  th'earth.,&  from  her  wombnew  fpirits  to  reprize* 

He  then  rememhred  well,  that  had  bene  fayd, 

How  th'Earth  his  mother  was,  and  firft  him  bore, 

Shee  eke  fo  often,  as  his  life  decay d, 

Did  life  with  vfury  to  him  rcftore, 

And  reyfd  him  vp  much  ftronger  then  before, 

So  foonc  as  he  vnto  her  wombe  did  fall; 

Therefore  to  grownd  he  would  him  caft  no  more, 

Ne  him  committto  graue  terreftriall, 
But  beare  him  farre  from  hope  of  fuccourvfuall. 

Tho  vp  he  caught  him  twixt  his  puiflant  hands, 
And  hauing  fcruzd  out  of  his  carrion  code 
The  lothfull  life,  now  loofd  from  finfu  II  bands, 
Vpon  his  fhoulders  carried  him  perforfe 
Aboue  threefurlongs,  taking  his  full  courfe, 
Vntill  hecame  vnto  a  (landing  lake; 
Him  thereinto  he  threw  without  remorfe, 
Ne  ftird,  till  hope  of  life  did  him  forlake;  (make. 

So  end  of  that  Carles  dayes,and  his  o  wne  paynes  did 

Which  when  thofe  wicked  Hags  from  far  didfpye, 
Like  two  mad  dogs  they  ran  about  the  lands, 
And  th'onc  of  them  with  dreadfull  yelling  crye, 
Throwing  away  her  broken  chaines  and  bands, 
And  hauing  quencht  her  burning  fier  brands, 
Hedlong  her  felfedid  eait  into  that  lake; 
But  impotence  with  her  ownc  wilfull  hands, 
One  of  M&legtrs  curfed  darts  did  take, 

Soryu'd  her  trcmblinghart,and  wicked  end  did  make. 

Thus 
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Thus  now  alone  he  conquerour  remaines; 
Tho  dimming  to  hisSquyre3  that  kept  his  fleed, 
Thought  to  haue  mounted,  but  his  feeble  vaines 
Him  faild  thereto,an-d  ferued  not  his  need,  (bleed, 
Through  lofle  of  blood,which  from  his  wounds  did 
That  he  began  to  faint^and  life  decay  : 
But  his  good  Squyre  him  helping  vp  with  fpeed. 
With  ftedfaft  hand  vpon  his  horfe  did  ftay, 

And  led  him  to  the  Caftle  by  the  beaten  way. 

Where  many  Groomes  and  Squyres  ready  were  > 
To  take  him  from  his  fteedfull  tenderly, 
And  eke  the  fayreft  Aim  a  mm  him  there 
With  balme  and  wine  and  coftly  fpicery, ' 
To  comfort  him  in  his  infirmity^ 
Eftefbones  fliee  caufd  him  vp  to  be  conuayd* 
And  of  his  armes  defpoyled  eafily, 
In  fumptuom  bed  fhee  made  him  to  be  layd* 

And  al  the  while  his  wouds  were  dreffiing,by  him  fiayd 
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Guyon  through  P  aimers  goHerrtannce, 
through  fajling  f  erj lies  great , 
j^i  Doth  overthrow  the  B ome  of  bits, 
and  Acrafy  defeat. 


N 


Ow  ginncs  this  goodly  frame  of  Temperauncc 
Fayrely  to  rife,  and  her  adorned  hed 
To  prickc  of  higheft  prayfe  forth  to  aduaunce, 
Formerly  grotinded,and  faft  fetteled 
On  firme  foundation  of  true  bountyhedj 
And  this  braue  knight,  that  for  this  vertue  fightes, 
Now  comes  to  point  of  that  fame  perilous  (led, 
Where  Pleafure  dwellesinfenfuall  delights, 
Mongft  thoufand  dagers,&  ten  thoufad  Magick  mights. 

Two  dayes  now  in  thatfea  he  fay  led  has, 
Ne  euer  land  beheld, ne  liuing  wight, 
Ne  ought  faue  perill,ftill  as  he  did  pas: 
Tho  when  appeared  the  third  Morrow  bright, 
Vpon  the  waues  to  fpred  her  ftembling  light, 
An  hideous  roring  far  away  they  heard, 
That  all  their  fences  filled  with  affright, 
And  (height  they  faw  the  raging  furges  rcard 

Vpto  the  skyes,  that  them  of  drowning  made  affeard. 

Said  then  the  Boteman,  Palmer  flere  aright, 
Andkecpe  an  euen  courfe;  for  yonder  way 
Wc  needes  muft  pas(God  doe  vs  well  acquight,) 
That  isthe  Culfe  ofGradmejfe^hty  fay, 

That 


QantX.ll.         the  Faery  Queene.  jrfj 
That  deepe  cngorgcth  all  this  worldcs  pray: 
Which  hauingfwallowd  vp  exceffiuely^ 
He  foonc  in  vomit  vp  againe  doth  lay, 
And  belcheth  forth  his  fupcrfluity, 

That  all  the  feas  for  feare  did  fecme  away  to  fly. 

On  thother  fydc  anhidcousRock  is  pight, 
Ofmightie  Magnes&ont,  vvhofc  craggicclift 
Depending  from  ori  high3dreadf ull  to  fight, 
Ouer  the  waues  his  rugged  armcs  doth  lift. 
And  threatneth  do  w ne  to  throw  his  ragged  rift, 
On  whofo  cometh  nigh,  yet  nigh  it  drawes 
AllpafTcngers,  that  none  from  it  can  fhift: 
For  whiles  they  fly  that  Gulfes  deuouring  iawes, 

Th  cy  on  this  Rock  are  rent,  and  funck  in  helples  wawes. 

Forward  they  pafle,and  ftrongly  he  them  rowes, 
Vntill  they  nigh  vnto  that  Gulfe  arryue, 
Where  ftreamc  more  violen t  and  greedy  growes: 
Then  he  with  all  his  puifaunce  doth  ftryue 
To  ftrike  his  oares,  and  mightily  doth  dryue, 
The  hollow  veflell  through  the  threatfull  wauc, 
Which  gaping  wide,  to  fwallow  them  alyue, 
In  th'huge  abyfleof his  engulfing  graue, 

Doth  rore  at  them  in  vaine,and  with  great  terrour  raue# 

They  paffing  by,  that  grifely  mouth  did  fee, 
Sucking  the  feas  into  his  entralles  deepe, 
Thatfeemd  more  horrible  then  hell  to  bee, 
Or  that  darke  dreadfull  hole  of  7 art  are  fteepe. 
Through  which  the  damned  ghofts  doen  often  creep 
Backe  to  the  world,  bad  liuers  to  torment: 
Butnought  thatfalles  into  this  dircfull  deepe, 
Ne  that  approcheth  nigh  the  wyde  defcent, 

May  backe retourne^but  is  condemnedto  be  drcnt. 

On 
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On  thotlicr  fide,  they  faw  that  perilous  Rockc, 
Threatning  it  felfe  on  them  to  ruinate, 
On  whofefharp  cliftes  the  ribs  of  veffels  broke,' 
And  fliiuered  fhips,which  had  beene  wrecked  late. 
Yet  ftuck,  with  carcafes  exanimate 
Offuch3ashauingall  their  fubftancc  fpent 
In  wanton  ioycs3and  luftes  intemperate, 
Did  afterwardes  make  fhipwrack  violent, 

Both  of  their  life,  and  fame  for  euer  fo  wly  blent. 

For  thy  this  hight  The  Rockof\\\cRcproch, 
A  daungcrous  and  deteftable  place, 
To  which  nor  fifli  nor  fo wle  did  once  approch, 
But  yelling  Meawes,  with  Seagulles  hoars  and  bace, 
And  Cormoyraunts5with  birds  of  rauenous  race* 
Which  ftillfat  weiting  on  that  waftfull  clift, 
For  fpoile  of  wretches,  whofe  vnhappy  cace, 
After  loft  credit  and  confumcd  thrift, 

At  laft  them  driuen  hath  to  this  defpairefull  drift, 

The  Palmer  feeing  them  in  fafetie  part, 

Thus  faide,  behold  th'enfamplesinour  fightes, 
Of  luftfull  luxurie  and  thriftlefle  waft: 
What  now  is  left  of  miferable  wightcs, 
Which  fpent  their  loofer  daies  in  leud  deligh tes, 
But  fhame  and  fad  reproch,  here  to  be  red, 
By  theferentretiques,  fpeakingtheirillplightes? 
Letall  that  Hue,  hereby  be  counfelled, 

To  fhunne  Rock efReprocb  and  it  as  death  to  dread* 

So  forth  they  rowed,  and  that  Ferryman 

With  his  ftiffe  oares  did  brufh  the  fea fo  ftrong, 
That  the  hoare  waters  from  hisfrigotran, 
And  the  light  bubles  daunccd  all  along, 

Whiles 
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Whiles  the  fait  brine  out  of  the  billowes  fprong. 
At  iaft  far  o  ff  the  y  many  Iflandcs  fpy, 
On  euery  fide  floting  the  floodes  eraong: 
Then  faid  the  knight,  Lo  I  the  land  defcry, 
Therefore  old  Syr e  thy  courfe  doe  thereunto  apply. 

That  may  not  bee,  faid  then  the  Ferryman 
Lead  wee  vnweeting  hap  to  be  fordonne: 
For  thofe  fame  Iflands,  teeming  now  and  than, 
Are  not  firme  land,  nor  any  certein  wonne, 
But  flragling  plots,  which  to  and  fro  doe  ronne 
In  the  wide  waters:  therefore  arc  they  hight 
The  wandrmg  Ijlmds.  Therefore  doe  them  lhonne; 
tor  they  haue  ofte  drawee  many  a  wandrine  wight 

Into  moft  deadly  daunger  and  diftrefTed  plight. 

Yet  well  they  feeme  to  him,  thatfarre  doth  vcw, 
Both  faire  and  fruitfully  and  the  grownd  difpred, 
With  grafly  greene  of  delegable  hew, 
And  the  tall  trees  with  leaues  appareled, 
Are  deckt  with  MofToms  dyde  in  white  and  red, 
That  mote  the  paflengers  thereto  allure- 
But  whofoeuer  once  hath  fattened  ' 
His  foot  thereon,  may  neuer  itrecure, 

But wandreth  euer  more  vncertein  and  vnfure. 

As  th'Ifle  o(De!os  whylome  men  report 

Amid  tti Aegean  fca  long  time  did  ftray, 

Ne  made  for  flapping  any  certeine  port, 

Till  that  Latona  traueiling  that  way, 

Flyingfrom  lunoes  wrath  and  hard  aflay, 

Of  her  fayre  twins  was  there  deliuered, 

Which  afterwards  did  rule  the  night  and  day; 

Thenceforth  it  firmely  was  eftabhfhed, 
And  for  AplUts  temple  highly  her  ried. 

They 
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They  to  him  hearken,as  bcfecmeth  mecte,^ 
And  paffe  on  forward:  fo  their  way  does  ly, 
That  one  of  thofe  fame  Iflands,which  doc  fleet 
In  the  wide  fea,they  needes  muft  paflcn  by, 
Which  feemd  fo  fweet  and  pleafaunt  to  the  eye, 
That  it  would  tempt  a  man  to  touchen  there: 
Vpon  the  banck  they  fitting  did  efpy 
A  daintie  damfell,  dreffing  of  her  hearc, 

By  whom  a  little  skippet  floting  did  appearc. 

She  them  efpying,loud  to  them  can  call, 
Bidding  them  nigher  draw  vnto  the  Chore; 
For  fhe  had  caufe  to  bufie  them  withall; 
And  therewith lowdly  laught:  But  nathemorc 
Would  they  once  turnc,  but  kept  on  as  afore 
Whic h  when  flie  faw,  fhe  left  her  lockps  vndighc, 
And  running  to  her  boat  wirhouten  ore, 
From  the  departing  land  it  launched  light, 

And  after  them  did  driue  with  all  her  power  and  might. 

Whom  ouertaking,  fhe  in  merry  fort 
Them  gan  to  bord,  and  purpofe  diuerfly, 
Nowfaining  dalliaunce  and  wanton  fport, 
Now  throwing  forth  lewd  wordes  immodeftly; 
Till  that  the  Palmer  gan  full  bitterly 
Her  to  rebuke,  for  being  loofe  and  light: 
Which  not  abiding,  but  morefcornfully 
Scoffing  at  him,  that  did  her  iuftly  wite, 

She  turnd  her  bote  about,  and  from  them  rowed  quite. 

That  was  the  wanton  Fbcedria,  which  late 
Did  ferry  him  ouer  the  Idle  lake: 
Whom  nought  regarding,thcy  kept  on  their  gate, 
And  all  her  vaine  allurements  did  forfake, 

When 
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When  them  the  wary  Botemaathus  befpake*, 
Here  now  bchoueth  vs  well  to  auyfe, 
And  of  our  fafety  good  hecde  to  takes 
For  here  before  a  perlous  paflage  lyes, 
Where  many  Mermayds  haunt-makingfalfe  melodies. 

But  by  the  way,  there  is  a  great  Quickfand, 
And  a  whirlepoole  of  hidden  icopardy , 
Therefore,  Sir  Palmer,  kecpe  an  eucn  hand? 
For  twixt  them  both  the  narrow  way  doth  ly# 
Scarle  had  he  faidc,  when  hard  at  hand  they  fpy 
That  quickfand  nigh  with  water  coueredj 
But  by  the  checked  waue they  did  defcry 
It  plainc,  and  by  the  fea  difcokmred  : 

It  called  was  the  quickefand  of  Vnthriftyhed. 

They  paflingby,  a  goodly  Ship  did  fee, 
Laden  from  far  with  precious  merchandize, 
And  brauely  furnifhed,as  fhip  might  bee. 
Which  through  great  difauenture,  or  mefprize, 
Her  felfc had ronneinto that  hazardize $ 
Whofc  mariners  and  merchants  with  much  toyle, 
Labour  d  in  vaine,  to  hauc  recur'd  their  prize, 
And  the  rich  wares  to  fauc  from  pitteous  fpoyle, 

But  neither  toyle  nor  traueill  might  her  backe  recoyle. 

On  th'other  fide  they  lee  that  perilous  Poole, 
That  called  was  the  Whirlepoole  ofdecsy , 
In  which  full  many  hadwith  hapleffe  doolc 
Becnefuncke,  of  whom  no  mcmoric  did  ftay : 
Whofc  circled  waters  rapt  with  whirling  fway, 
Like  to  areftleffe  whcele^ill  ronning  round, 
Did  couct,  as  they  parted  by  that  way, 
To  draw  their  bote  within  the  vtmoft  bound 

Of  his  wide  Labyrinth,  and  then  to  haue  them  dround. 

Aa  But 


3(58        Tliefecond  Booke  of       Cant  XI I. 

But  th'earneftBoteman  ftrongly  forth  did  ftretch 
His  brawnie  ar  mes,  and  all  his  bodie  If rainc, 
Thac  th'vtmoft  fandy  breach  they  fhortly  fetch, 
Whiles  the  dredd  daunger  does  behind  remaine* 
Suddeine  they  fee  from  midft  of  all  the  Maine, 
The  furging  waters  like  a  mountaine  rife, 
And  the  great  Tea  puft  vp  with  proud  difdaine  , 
To  fwell  aboue  the  meafure  of  his  guife, 

As  threatning  to  deuoure  all,  that  his  powre  defpife. 

The  waues  come  rolling,  and  the  billowcs  rorc 
Qutragioufiy,as  they  enraged  were, 
Or  wrathfull  Neptune  did  them  driue  before 
His  whirling  charet ,  for  exceedin g  feare : 
For  not  one  puffe  of  winde  there  did  appeare, 
That  all  the  three  thereat  woxe  much  afrayd, 
V  nweeting ,  what  fuch  horrour  ftraunge  did  reare. 
Eftfoones  they  faw  an  hideous  hoaft  array d, 

Of  huge  Sea  monfters  ,fuch  as  liuing  fence  difmayd, 

Moft  vgly  (hapes ,  and  horrible  afpe&s, 

Such  as  Dame  Nature  felfc  mote  feare  to  fee, 
Or  fhame,  that  euer  fhoul  J  fo  fowle  defers 
From  her  moft  cunning  hand  efcaped.bee  $ 
All  dreadfull  pourtraifts  of  deformitec : 
Spring-headed  Hydres^  and  fea-fhouldring  Whales, 
Great  whirlpooles,  which  all  fifhes  make  to  flee, 
Bright  Scolopendraes,  arm'd  with  filuer  fcales, 

Mighty  Monoceros,  withimmeafured  tayles. 

The  dreadfull  Fifa,  that  hath  deferu'd  the  name 
Of  Death ,  and  like  him  lookes  in  dreadfull  hew, 
The  griefly  Waflerman,  that  makes  his  game 
The  flying  fhips  with  fwiftnes  to  purfew, 

Tke 
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The  horrible  Sea-fatyre,  that  doth  fhew 
His  fcatefullfacc  in  time  of  grcateft  ftormc, 
Huge  ZiffitK)  whom  Mariners  efchew 
No  leffe,then  rockes,  (  as  trauellers  informe, ) 
And  greedy  Rofmmnes  with  vifages  deforme. 

All  thefe,  and  thoufand  thoufands  many  more, 
And  more  deformed  Monfters  thoufand  fold, 
With  drcadfull  noifc ,  and  hollow  romblirtg  rorc, 
Came  rufhing  in  the  fomy  waues  enrold, 
Which  feem'd  to  fly  for  fearc,  them  to  behold : 
Ne  wonder,  if  thefe  did  the  knight  appall  5 
For  all  that  here  on  earth  we  drcadfull  hold, 
Be  but  as  bugs  to  fearen  babes  withall, 

Compared,to  the  creatures  in  the  feas  entrall. 

Fearc  nought,  then  (aide  the  Palmer  well  auiVd; 
For  thefe  fame  Monfters  arc  not  thefe  in  deed, 
But  arc  into  thefe  fearefullfhapes  difguk'd 
By  that  fame  wicked  witch,  to  worke  vs  dreed, 
And  draw  from  on  this  iourney  to  proceed. 
Tho  lifting  vp  his  vertuous  ftaffe  on  hye, 
He  fmotc  the  fea,  which  calmed  was  with  fpced, 
And  all  that  dreadfull  Armie  faft  gan  Rye 

Into  great  Tetfysbofomc,  where  they  hidden  lye. 

Quit  from  that  danger/orth  their  courfc  they  kept, 
And  ag  they  went,  they  heard  a  ruefull  cry 
Of  one,  that  way  Id  and  pittifully  wept, 
That  through  the  fea  the  refbunding plaints  did  fly: 
At  laft  they  in  an  Ifland  did  efpy 
A  feemely  Maiden, fitting  by  the  fhorc, 
That  with  great  forrow  and  lad  agony, 
Seemed  fome  great  misfortune  to  deplore, 

And  Io wd  to  them  for  fuccour  called  euermore. 

A  a  z  Whick 
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WhichGujcv  hcaring,ftreight  his  Palmer  bad, 

To  fterc  the  bote  towards  that  dolefull  Mayd, 

That  he  might  know,  and  eafe  her  fbrrow  fad : 

Who  him  auifcing  better,  to  him  foyd* 

Fairc  Sir,  be  not  difpleafd  ifdifobayd: 

For  ill  it  were  to  hearken  to  her  cryj 

For  fhe  is  inly  nothing  ill  apayd, 

But  onely  womanifh  fane  forgery, 
Your  ftubborne  hart  t  affe&  with  traile  infirmity. 

To  which  when  (he  your  courage  hath  inclind 
Through  foolift  pitty,  then  her  guileful!  bayt 
She  will  embofome  deeper  in  your  mind, 
And  for  your  ruine  atthelaft  awayt. 
The  Knight  was  ruled,  and  the  Boteman  ftrayt 
Held  on  his  courfe  with  flayed  ftedfaftnefle/ 
Ne  cuer  fhronckc,  ne  cuer  fought  to  bayt 
His  tyred  armes  for  toylefbme  wearinefTe, 

But  with  his  oares  did  fweepe  the  watry  wilderncflc* 

And  now  they  nigh  approched  to  the  fled, 
Where  as  thole  Mermayds  dwelt :  it  was  a  (till 
And  calmy  bay,  on  th'onc  fide  flickered 
With  the  brode  fliadow  of  an  hoarie  hill, 
On  th'other  fide  an  high  rocke  toured  ftill, 
That  twixt  them  both  a  pleafaunt  port  they  made, 
And  did  like  an  halfe  Theatre  fulfill  : 
There  thofe  fiucfifters  had  continuall  trade. 

And  vfd  to  bath  themfelucs  in  that  deceiptfull  fliadc* 

They  were  faire Ladies,  tffi  they  fondly  ftriu'd 
With  xtiHeliconim  ipaides  for  mayftcry ; 
Of  whom  they  ouer-comen,  were  depriu'd 
Of  their  proud  beiutie»andth'onemoyity 

Transform'*! 
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Transformd  to  fifh, for  their  bold  furquedry, 
But  thVpper  halfe  their  hew  retayned  ftill, 
And  their  fweet  skill  in  wonted  melody  5 
Which  euer  after  they  abufd  to  ill, 
T'allure  weake  traueillers,  whom  gotten  they  did  kill. 
• 

So  now  to  Guyony  as  he  pafled  by, 

Their  pleafaunt  tunes  they  fweetly  thus  apply dej 
O  thou  fayre  fonne  of  gentle  Faery, 
That  art  In  mightiearmes  moftmagnifyde 
Aboue  all  knights,  that  euer  batteill  tryde, 
O  turne  thy  rudder  hethcrward  a  while  : 
Here  may  thy  ftorme-bettveffell  fafelyryde; 
This  is  the  Port  of  reft  from  troublous  toyle, 

The  worldes  fweet  In,  fro  paine  &  wearifome  turmoylc 

With  that  the  rolling  fea  refounding  foft, 
In  his  big  bafe  them  fitly  anfwered , 
And  on  the  rocke  the  waues  breaking  aloft, 
A  folemne  Meane  vnto  them  meafured, 
The  whiles  fweet  Zephyruslowd  whifteled 
His  treble,  a  ftraunge  kinde  of  harmony  % 
Which  Guycns fentesfohly  tickeled, 
That  he  the  boteman  bad  row  eafily, 

And  let  him  heare  fome  part  of  their  rare  melody. 

But  him  the  Palmer  from  that  vanity, 
With  temperate  aduice  difcounfelled, 
That  they  it  paft,  and  fhortly  gan  defcry 
The  land ,  to  which  their  courfe  they  Ieueled; 
When  fuddeinly  a  grofle  fog  ouer  fpred 
With  his  dull  vapour  all  that  defert  has, 
And  heauens  chearefull  face  enueloped, 
That  all  things  one,  and  one  as  nothing  was, 

And  this  great  Vniuerfc  feemd  one  confuled  mas. 

A  a  3  Thereat 
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Thereat  they  greatly  were  difmayd,  ne  wift 

How  to  dire£t  thcyr  way  in  darkenes  wide> 

Butfeard  to  wander  in  that  waftefull  mift> 

For  tombling  into  mifchiefe  vnefpide. 

Worfeis  thedaunger  hidden,then  defcride* 

Suddeinly  an  innumerable  flight 

Of  harmefullfowles  about  them  fluttering,  cride, 

And  with  their  wicked  wings  them  ofte  did  (mighty 
And  fore  annoyed,  groping  in  that  griefly  night. 

Euen  all  the  nation  of  vnfortunate 

Andfatall  birds  about  them  flocked  were, 
Such  as  by  nature  men  abhorre  and  hate, 
The  ill-falle  owle,  deaths  dreadfufl  meflengere, 
The  hoars  Night-rauen,  trump  of dolefull  drerc^ 
The  lether-winged  Batt,  dayes  enimy, 
The  ruefullStrich,  ftill  waiting  on  the  here. 
The  whiftier  (hrill,  that  who  fo  he.ares,doth  dy„ 

The  hellifti  Harpyes,  prophets  of  fad  dcftiny. 

All  thofe,  and  all  that  els  docs  horror  breed, 

About  them  flew,  and  fild  their  fayles  with  fearer 
Yet  ftayd  they  not,  hut  forward  did  proceed, 
Whiles  th'one  did  row,  and  thbther  ftifly  fteare^ 
Till  that  at  laft  the  weather  gan  to  cleare, 
And  the  faire land  it  felfe  did  playnly  flieow. 
Said  then  the  Palmer  Lo  where  does  appeare 
Thefacredfoile,  where  all  our  perillsgrow; 
Therfore;Sirknight,your  ready  arms  about  you  throw- 
He  hearkned*  and  his  armes  about  him  tooke, 
The  whiles  the  nimble  bote  fo  well  her  fped, 
That  with  he* crooked  keele  the  land  (Tie  ftrooke, 
Then  forth  the  noble  Guy  oh  fallied, 

And 
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And  his  fagc  Palmer ,  that  him  gouerned; 
.  But  th'other  by  his  bote  behind  did  ftay. 
They  marched  fayrly  forth,of  nought  ydred, 
Both  firmely  armd  for  euery  hard  affay, 

Wjthconftancy  and  care, gainft  daunger  and  difmay* 

Erelong  they  heard  an  hideous  bellowing 
Of  many  beads,  thatroard  outrageoufly, 
As  if  that  hungers  poynt,or  Fettustting 
Had  them  enraged  wich  fell  furquedry; 
Yet  nought  they  feard,  but  paft  on  hardily, 
Vntill  they  came  in  vew  of  thofc  wilde  beaftss 
Who  all  attonce,  gaping  full  greedily, 
And  rearing  fercely  their  vpftaring  crefts, 

Ran  towards,  to  deuoure  thole  vnexpc&ed  guefts. 

Butfoone  as  they  approcht  with  deadly  threat, 
The  Palmer  oucr  them  his  ftaffe  vpheld, 

.   His  mighty  ftafft,  that  could  all  charmes  defeat: 
Eftefoones  their  ftubborne  corages  were  queld  , 
And  high  aduaunced  crefts  downe  meekely  feld* 
Inflcad  of  fraying,  they  them  feluesdidfearc, 
And  trembled, as  thempaffing  they  beheld; 
Such  wondrous  powre  did  in  that  ftaffe  appeare^ 

All  monfters  to  fubdew  to  him,that  did  it  beare* 

Of  that  fame  wood  it  fram'd  was  cunningly, 
Of  which  Cuduuus  whilomc  was  made, 
Caducew  the  rod  of  Mercury 
With  which  he  wonts  the*ST^/;realmes  inuadc, 
Through  ghaftly  horror,  and  eternall  fhade; 
Th'infernall  feends  with  it  he  can  affwage, 
And       tame,whomc  nothing  can  perfuade, 
And  rule  the  Vuryts,  when  they  mod  doe  rage: 

Such  veriue  in  bis  ftaffe  had  eke  this  Palmer  fage. 

A  a  4  Thence 
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Thence  paffmg  forth,  they  fhortly  doe  arryue, 

Whereas  the  Bo wre  of  Bliffe  was  fituate; 

A  place  picktout  by  choyce  of  beft  alyue, 

That  natures  worke  by  art  can  imitate; 

In  which  what  euer  in  this  worldly  ftate 

Is  fweete,  and  pleafing  vnto  liuing  fenfe, 

Or  that  may  daynteft  fantafy  aggrate, 

Was  poured  forth  with  plentifull  difpence, 
And  made  there  to  abound  with  lauifh  affluence. 

Goodly  it  was  enclofed  rownd  about, 
-  Afwell  iheir  entred  gueftes  to  keep  within, 
As  thofe  vnruly  beafts  to  hold  without; 
Yet  was  the  fence  thereof  but  weakc  and  thin; 
Nought  feard  they r  force,  that  fortilage  to  win, 
But  wifedomes  powre,  and  temperaunces  might, 
By  which  the  migteft  things  efforced  bin: 
And  eke  the  gate  was  wrought  of  fubftaunce  light^ 

Rather  for  pleafure,  then  for  battery  or  fight. 

Yt  framed  was  of  precious  yuory, 

That  feemd  a  worke  of  admirable  wittj 
And  therein  all  the  famous  hiftory 
Of  Ufin  and  UWedta  was  y  writt; 
Her  mighty  charmes,her  furious  louing  fitt, 
His  goodly  couqueft  of  the  golden  fleece,  . 
His  falfed  fay th,  and  loue  too  lightly  flitt, 
The  wondred  Jrgoyvhxch  in  venturous  pecce 
Firft  through  the  Euxwekzs  bore  all  the  flowr  of  Greece. 

Ye  might  hauefcene  tlie  frothy  billowes  fry 
Vnder  the  fliip,  as  thorough  them  fhe  went, 
That  feemd  the  waues  were  into  yuory, 
Or  yuory  into  the  waues  were  fent- 
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And  otherwhere  the  fnowy  fubftauncefprent 
With  vermeil,  like  the  boyes  blood  therein  fhed, 
A  piteous  fpe&acle  didreprefent, 
And  otherwhiles  with  gold  befprinkeled; 
Yt  feemd  thenchaunted  flame,  which  did  Creufa  wed. 

All  this,  and  more  might  in  that  goodly  gate 

Be  red;  that  euer  open  flood  to  all, 

Which  thether  cam  e :  but  in  the  Porch  their  fate 

A  comely  perfbnage  of  ftature  tall, 

And  femblaunce  pleafing,  more  then  naturall, 

That  traueilers  to  him  feemd  to  en  tize; 

Hisloofergarment  to  the  ground  did  fall, 

And  flew  about  his  heeles  in  wanton  wize, 
Not  fitt  for  fp  eedy  pace,  or  manly  exercize. 

They  in  that  place  him  Genius  did  call: 
Not  that  celeftiall  po  wre,  to  whom  the  care 
Of  life,  and  generation  of  all 
That  hues,  pertemes  in  charge  particular?, 
Who  wondrous  things  concerning  our  welfare, 
And  ftraunge  phantomes  doth  lett  vs  ofte  forfee, 
And  ofte  of  ftcret  ill  bids  vs  beware- 
That  is  our  Selfe,  whom  though  we  doe  not  fee, 

Yet  each  doth  in  him  fclfc  it  well  perceiue  to  bee. 

Therefore  a  God  him  (age  Antiquity 
Did  wifely  make/and  good  ^gdiftes  call: 
But  this  fame  was  to  that  quite  contrary, 
The  foe  of  life,  that  good  enuyes  to  all, 
That  fecretly  doth  vs  procure  to  fall, 
Through  guilefull  femblants,  which  he  makes  vsfec. 
He  oft  his  Gardinhadthegouernall, 
And  Pleafures porter  was  deuizd  to  bee, 

Holding  a  ftafle  in  hand  for  more  formalitec 
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With  diuerfc  flowres  he  daintily  was  deckt, 
And  ftrowed  rownd  about,  and  by  his  fide 
A  mighty  Mazer  bowle  of  wine  w  as  fett, 
As  if  it  had  to  him  bene  facrifide; 
Wherewith  all  new-come  guefts  hegratyfidc: 
So  did  he  eke  Sir  Guy  on  palling  by: 
But  he  his  ydle  curtefie  defide, 
And  oucrthrew  his  bowle  difdainfully;  (fly. 
And  broke  his  ftaffc^  with  which  he  charmed  fcmblants 

Thus  being  entred,  they  behpld  arownd 
A  large  and  fpacious  plaine,  on  euery  fide 
Strowed  with  pleafauns,  whofefayre  graffy  grovvnd 
Manded  with  greene,  and  goodly  beautifide 
With  all  the  ornaments  of  Floraes  pride, 
Wherewith  her  mother  Art,  as  halfein  fcorne 
Of  niggard  Nature,  like  a  pompous  bride 
Did  decke  her,  and  too  lauifhly  adorne,  (mornc. 

When  forth  from  virgin  bowre  (he  comes  in  th'early 

Therewith  rhe  Heauens  alwayes  Iouiall, 
Lookte  on  them  louely,  (till  in  ftedfaft  ftatc, 
Ne  fuffrcd  ftorme  nor  frojl  on  them  to  fall, 
Their  tender  buds  or  leaues  to  violate. 
Nor  fcorching  heat,  nor  cold  intemperate 
T'affli&thccreatures^which  therein  did  dwell, 
But  the  milde  ayre  with  feafon  moderate 
Gently  attempred,  and  difpofdfo  well, 

That  ftill  it  breathed  forth  fweet  fpirit  &  holefom  fmell. 

More  fwect  and  holefome,  then  the  pleafaunt  hill 
Of  Rhodope^  on  which  the  Nimphe,  that  bore 
A  gysuntbabe,  her  felfe  for  griefe  did  kill: 
Or  the  Theffalian  T ?mfcy  where  of  yore 
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Fayre  Daphne  Phdbus  hart  with  Jouc  did  gore* 
Or  lday  where  the  Gods  loud  to  rcpayre, 
When  eucr  they  their  heauenly  bo  wres  forlore- 
Or  fweet  PamaJJe,  the  haunt  of  Mufes  fayre; 

OrEdenfclkyif  ought  with  Eden  motecompayrc. 

Much  wondred  Guyon  at  the  fayre  afpe& 
Of  that  fweet  place,  yetfuffred  no  delight 
To  fincke  into  his  fence,  nor  mind  affed, 
But paffed  forth,  and  Ioolctftill  forward  right, 
Brydling  his  will,  and  mayftering  his  might : 
Till  that  he  came  vnto  another  gate, 
No  gate,  but  like  one,being  goodly  dight 
With  bo  wes  and  braunches,  which  did  broad  dilate 

Theirclafping  armes2in  wanton  wreathings  intricate* 

Sofafhioned  a  Porch  with  rare  deuice, 
Archt  ouer  head  with  an  embracing  vine, 
Whofc  bounches  hanging  downe,  feemd  to  entice 
All  palters  by,  to  tafte  their  lufhious  wine, 
And  did  them  felues  into  their  hands  incline* 
As  freely  offering  to  be  gathered: 
Some  deepe  empurpled  as  the  Hyacint, 
Some  as  the  Rubine,  laughing fweetely  red, 

Some  like  faire  Emeraudes,not  yet  well  ripened. 

And  them  amongft,fome  were  of  bttrnifht  gold, 
So  made  by  art,to  beautify  the  reft, 
Which  did  themfelues  emongft  the  Ieaucs  enfold* 
As  lurking  from  the  ve  w  of  couetous  gueft, 
That  the  weake  boughes3with  fo  rich  load  opprefL 
Did  bow  adowne,  as  ouerburdened. 
Vnder  that  Porch  a  comely  dame  did  reft, 
Clad  in  fayre  weedes,  but  fowle  difordered, 

And  garments  Ioofe,that  feemd  vnmeet  for  womanhed. 

In 
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In  her  left  hand  a  Cup  of  gold  flic  held, 
.  And  with  her  right  the  riper  fruit  did  reach, 
Whofe  fappy  liquor  ,that  with  fulrtefTe  fweld, 
Into  her  cup  fhe  fcruzd,-with  daintie  breach 
Of  her  fine  fingers*  without  fowle  empeach, 
That  lb  faire  wineprefle  made  the  wine  more  fweet; 
Thereof  (he  vfd  to  giue  to  drinke  to  each, 
Whom  paflingby  fhe  happened  to  meet: 

It  was  her  guife,all  Straungers  goodly  fo  to  greet. 

So  flie  to  Guyon  offired  it  to  taft, 

Who  taking  it  out  of  her  tender  hond, 
The  cup  to  ground  did  violently  caft, 
That  all  in  peeces  it  was  broken  fond, 
And  with  the  liquor  fhiiied  all  the  lond: 
Whereat  Excefle  exceedinly  was  wroth, 
Yet  no'te  the  fame  amend ,  ne  yet  withftond, 
But  fuffrred  him  to  pafle,all  were  fhe  lott^ 

Who  noughtrcgarding her  difpkafureiorward  goth. 

There  the  mod  daintieParadife  on  ground, 
It  felfe  doth  offer  to  his  fobcr  eye, 
In  which  all  pleafures  plenteoufly  abownd, 
And  none  does  others  happinefle  enuye : 
The  painted  flowres,the  trees  vpfliooring  hye, 
The  daks  for  fhade>  the  hilles  for  breathing  fpace, 
The  trembling  groucs,the  chriftall  running  by; 
And  that,which  all  faire  workes  doth  moft  aggrace, 
The  art,  which  all  that  wrought,appeared  in  no  place. 

One  would  haue  thought,  ffo  cunningly  ,the  rude 
And  fcorned  partes  were  mingled  with  the  fine,) 
Thatnature  had  for  wantonefTccnfude 
Attend  that  Art  at  nature  did  repine; 

So 
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So  ftriuing  each  th'other  to  vndcrminc, 
Each  did  the  others  worke  more  beautifyj 
So  diff'ring  both  in  willes,agrccd  in  fine: 
So  all  agreed  through  fweete  diucrfity, 

This  Gardin  to  adorne  with  all  variety,  h 

And  in  the  midft  of  all,a  fountaine  flood, 
Of  richeft  fubflance,that  on  earth  might  bee, 
So  pure  and  (hiny5thatthe  filuer  flood 
Through  euery  channell  running  one  might  let* 
Moft  goodly  it  with  curious  ymagcrce 
Was  ouerwrought,  and  fhapes  of  naked  boyes, 
Of  which  fomcieemd  with  liuely  iollitee, 
To  fly  about;  playing  their  wanton  toy  es, 

Whyleft  others  did  them  felues  embay  in  liquid  ioyes, 

And  ouer  all,  of  purcft  gold  was  fprcd, 
A  trayle  ofyuie  in  his  natiue  hew: 
.  For  the  rich  metall  was  fo  coloured, 
That'wightjwho  did  not  well  auif  d  it  vevr. 
Would  furcly  deeme  it  to  bee  yuie  trew: 
Low  his  lafciuious  armes  adown  did  creepc, 
That  thcmfelues  dipping  in  the  filuer  dew, 
Their  fleecy  flowres  thcyfearefully  did  fteepe, 

Which  drops  of  Chriftallfeemd  for  wantones  to  weep. 

Infinitftrcames  continually  did  well 

Out  of  this  fountaine,  fweet  and  faire  tofce^ 

The  which  into  an  ample  laucr  fell. 

And  rtiortly  grew  to  fb  great  quanti  tic, 

That  like  a  lide  lake  it  feemd  to  bee; 

Whofe  depth  exceeded  not  three  cubits  highr, 

That  through[the  waues  one  might  the  bottom  fee, 

All  pau'd  beneath  with  Iafpar  fhining  bright, 

Thatfeemdthcfountaineinthatfeadidfaylevpright. 

And 
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And  all  the  margent  round  about  was  fctt, 
With  {hady  Laurell  trees,  thence  to  defend 
The  funny  bcamcs,  which  on  the  billowes  bete, 
And  thole  which  therein  bathed^mote  offend: 
As  Guyon  hapned  by  the  fame  to  wend, 
Two  naked  Damzelles  he  therein  efpyde. 
Which  therein  bathing,  feemed  tocontend, 
And  wrcftlc  wantonly,  ne  car  d  to  hyde, 

Their  dainty  partes  from  vew  of  any,  which  them  eyd* 

Sometimes  the  one  would  lift  the  other  quighc 
Abouc  the  waters 3and  then  downeagaine 
Her  plong,  as  ouer  mayftered  by  might. 
Where  both  awhile  would  couered  remaiac, 
And  each  the  other  from  to  rife  reftrainej 
The  whiles  their  fnowy  limbes^as  through  a  vele, 
So  through  the  chriftall  waucs  appeared  plainc: 
Then  fuddeinly  both  would  themfelues  vnhele, 

Andth'amarousfwectfpoiles  to  greedy  eyes  reuele. 

As  that  fairc  Starre,the  meflenger  ofmorne, 
His  deawy  face  out  of  the  fea  doth  reare: 
Or  as  the  Cyprian  goddefle,  newly  borne 
Of  th'Oceans  fruitfull  froth,  did  firft  appeare: 
Such  feemed  they 5and  fo  their  yellow  heare 

•   Chriftalline  humor  dropped  downe  apace. 
Whom  fuch  when  Guyon  faw5  he  drew  him  ncarc, 
And  fomewhat  gan  relent  his  earneft  pace*, 

His  ftubborne  breft  gan  fecret  pleafaunce  to  embrace. 

The  wanton  Maidens  him  cfpying,  flood 
Gazing  a  while  at  his  vnwonted  guife; 
Then  th'one  her  fclfe  low  ducked  in  the  flood, 
Abafht,that  her  a  ftraunger  did  avifc: 
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But  thothcr  rather  higher  did  arhe,  I 

And  her  two  lilly  paps  aloft  difplayd, 

And  all,that  might  his  melting  hart  entyfe 
_  To  her  delights/ne  vnto  him  bevrrayd: 
Thercft  hidd  vnderneath,him  more  defirous  made. 

With  that,the  other  Iikewifc  vp  arofe, 
And  her  faire  lockes,  which  formerly  were  bownd 
Vp  in  one  knott,fhe  low  adowne  didlofe: 

Which  flowing  long  and  thick, her  cloth'd  arownd,  1 
And  th  yuorie  in  golden  mantle  trownd: 
So  that  faire  fpe&aclc  from  him  was  reft, 
Yet  that,  which  reft  it,  no  leflefaire  was  fownd: 

5o  hidd  m  lockes  and  waues  from  lookers  theft, 
Nought  but  her  louely  face  ihe  for  his  looking  left. 

Withall  ihelaughed,and  flic  blufht  wiihail, 
That  bluflung  to  her  laughter  gaue  more  grace, 
And  laughter  to  her  blufhing,as  did  fall- 
Now  when  they  fpyde  the  knight  to  flacke  his  pace, 
Them  to  behold,  and  in  his  fparklingface 
The  fecrcte  fignes  of  kindled  luft  appeare, 
Their  wanton  mcrimcnts  they  did  encreace, 

'A^£l  a? hcckncd'to aPProch .noreneare, (reare. 
And  Ihcwd  him  many  fights, that  corage  cold  could 

On  which  when  gazing  him  the  Palmer  faw, 

He  much  rcbukt  thofe  wandringcyes  of  his, 

And  counfeld  well,  him  forward  thence  did  draw. 

Now  are  they  come  nigh  to  the  Bcwe  ofblis 

Ot  her  fond  fauoritesfo  nam'd  amis: 

When  thus  the  Pa!mer,Now  Sir,  well  auife; 

For  here  the  end  of  all  our  traueill  is: 

PlcT*  W,?nn"  ^Awhom  we  murt  furprife, 
UsUic  vyxJlflip  away}and  all our  drift defpife. 

Eftfbones 
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Eftfoones  they  heard  a  mod  melodious  found, 
Of  all  that  mote  delight  a  daintie  eare, 
Such  as  attonce  might  not  on  liuing  ground, 
Saue  in  thisParadife,bc  heard  elfwhere: 
Right  hard  it  was,  for  wighc,which  did  it  hcarc, 
To  read,  what  manner  muficke  that  mote  bee: 
For  all  that  pleafingis  to  liuing  earc, 
Was  there  conforted  in  one  harmonee, 

Birdes,Yoiccs>inftrumcnts;windes3watcrs>allagree^ 

The  ioyousbirdesfhrouded  in  chearefull  fhadc, 
Their  notes  vnto  the  voice  attempred  fwectj 
Th'Angelicall  foft  trembling  voyces  made 
To  th'inftruments  diuinc  refpondence  meet: 
Thefiluer founding  inftruments  did  meet  • 
With  the  bafe  murmurc  of  the  waters  fall: 
The  waters  fall  with  difference  difcrcet, 
Now  foft,  now  Ioud,vnto  the  wind  did  call: 

The  gentle  warbling  wind  low  anfwered  to  all. 

There,  whence  that  Mufickfeemcd  heard  to  bee, 
Was  the  faire  Witch  her  felfe  now  folacing, 
With  anew Loucr,whom  through forcercc 
And  witchcrafc?fhe  from  farre  did  thether  bring: 
There  fhe  had  him  now  laid  a  flombcring, 
In  fecret  lhade,aftcrlong  wanton  ioyes: 
Whilft  round  about  them  plcafauntly  did  fing 
Many  fake  Ladies,and  lafciuious  boyes, 

That  cuer  mixt  their  fong  with  light  licentious  toyes. 

And  all  that  while,  right  oucr  him  fhe  hong, 
With  her  falfc  eyes  fafl:  fixed  in  his  fight, 
As  feeking medicine, whence  the  was  (long, 
Or  greedily  depafturing  delight: 
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And  ofc  inclining  downc  with  kifles  light. 
For  fearcpf  waking  him,  his  lips  bedewd,  1 
And  through  his  humid  eyes  did  fuckc  his  fpright, 
Quite  molten  intoluft  and  pleafurc  lewd; 
Wherewith  fhe  fighed  fbft ,  as  if  his  cafe  fhe  rewd. 

The  whiles  fomc  one  did  chaunt  this  louely  lay  5 
Ah  fee,  who  fo  fayre  thing  doeft  faine  to  fee, 
In  fpringing  flowre  the  imagcof  thy  day; 
Ah  fee  the  Virgin  Rofe,  how  fweetly  fhee 
Doth  firft  pcepe  foorth  with  bafhfull  modeftee, 
That  fairer  feemcs,  the  Icffe  ye  fee  her  may  i 
Lo  fee  foone  after ,  how  more  bold  and  free 
Her  bared  bofomc  Hie  doth  broad  difplay; 

Lo  fee  foonc  after,  how  fhe  fades,  and  falls  away. 

So  pafleth,  in  the  pafling  of  a  day, 
Of  mortall  life  the  leafe,  the  bud,  the  flowre, 
Ne  more  doth  florifh  after  firft  decay, 
That  earfl  was  fought  to  deck  both  bed  and  bowrc, 
Of  many  aLady',andmany  aParamowre: 
Gather  therefore  the  Rofc,  w  hileft  yet  is  prime, 
For  foone  comes  age,  that  will  her  pride  deflowrc: 
Gather  the  Rofe  of  loue,  whilcftyctis  time, 

Whileft  louing  thou  mayft  loued  be  with  equall  crime* 

He  ceaft,  and  then  gan  all  the  quire  of  birdes 
Their  diuerfc  notes  t'attunc  vnto  his  lay, 
As  in  approuauneeof  hisplcafihgwordes. 
The  conftant  pay  re  heard  all,  thathe  did  fay, 
Yet  fwarued  net,  but  kept  their  forward  way, 
Through  many  couert  groues,  and  thickets  clofe, 
In  which  they  creeping  did  at  laft  difplay 
Thot  wanton  Lady,  with  her  louer  lofe, 

Whofe  fleepie  head  Ricin  her  lap  did  foft  difpofe. 

Bb  Vpon 
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Vpon  a  bed  of  Rofes  (he  was  layd, 

As  faint  through  heat,  or  dight  to  plcafant  fin, 

And  was  arayd,or  rather  diiarayd, 

All  in  a  uele  of  filke  and  filuer  thin, 

That  hid  no  whit  her  alablafter  skin, 

But  rather  flievvd  more  white,  if  more  might  bee: 

More  fubtile  web  ArAchnc  cannot  fpin, 

Nor  the  fine  nets which  oft  we  wouen  fee 
Of  feorched  deaw ,  do  not  in  th'ayre  more  lightly  flee. 

Her  fnowy  breft  was  bare  to  ready  fpoyle 

Of  hungry  eies,  which  n'ote  therewith  be  fild, 
And  yet  through  languour  of  her  late  fweet  toyle, 
Few  drops,  more  cleare  then  Ne&ar, forth  diftild, 
That  like  pure  Orient  perles  ado  wne  it  mid, 
And  her  faire  eyes  fwcet  fmyling  in  delight, 
Moyftened  their  fierie  beames  ,  with  which  fhe  thrild 
Fraile  harts,  yet  quenched  not;  like  ftarry  light 

Which  fparckling  on  the  filent  waues,docs  feeme  more 

( bright. 

The  young  man  flecping  by  her,feemd  to  be 
Some  goodly  fwayne  of  honorable  place, 
That  certes  it  great  pitty  was  to  fee 
Him  his  nobility  fofowle  deface; 
A  fweet  regard,  and  amiable  grace, 
Mixed  with  manly  fterneffedid  appeare 
Yet  deeping ,  in  his  well  proportiond  face, 
And  on  his  tender  lips  the  downy  heare 

Did  now  but  frefhly  fpring ,  and  iilken  bloffoms bearc. 

His  warlike  Armes,  theydle  inftruments 
Of  flecping  praife,  were  hong  vpon  a  tree, 
And  his  braue  fhield,  full  of  old  moniments, 
Wasfowly  ra'ft  3  that  none  the  fignes  might  fee, 

Ne 
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Ne  for  them,  ne  for  honour  cared  hee, 
Nc  ought,  that  did  tohisaduaunccmcnttend, 
But  in  le  wd  loues,and  waftfull  luxurec, 
His  dayes,  his  goods,  his  bodie  he  did  (pend: 
O  horrible  enchantment,  that  him  fo  did  blend. 

The  noble  Elfe,  and  careful!  Palmer  drew 


That  fuddein  forth  they  on  them  ruflit,  and  threw 
A  fubtile  net,  which  only  for  that  fame 
The  skilfull  Palmer  formally  did  frame. 
So  hekfrhenrrnderfaft,the  whiles  the  reft 
Fled  all  away  for  fearc  of  fowler  fhame. 
Thefaire  EnchauntrefTe,  fo  vnwarcs  oppreft, 
Tryde  all  her  arts,  &  all  her  fleights,  thence  out  to  wreft. 

And  eke  her  louer  ftroue :  but  all  in  vaine; 
For  that  fame  netfo  cunningly  was  wound, 
That  neither  guile,  nor  force  might  it  diftraine. 
They  tooke  them  both ,  &  both  them  ftrongly  bound 
In  captiue  bandes,  which  there  they  readie  found : 
But  her  in  chaines  of  adam  ant  he  ty  de5 
For  nothing  elfe  might  kecpe  her  fate  and  found ; 
But  Verdmt({o  he  hight)  he foone  vntyde, 

Andcounfellfagein  fteed  thereof  to  him  applyde, 

But  all  thofe  pleafaunt  bowres  and  Pallace  braue, 
Guyon  broke  downc,  with  rigour  pictileflcs 
Ne  ought  their  goodly  workmanfhip  mightfauc 
Them  from  the  tempeft  of  his  wrathfulneffe, 
But  that  their  blifTe  he  turn'd  to  balefulnefle  : 
Their  groues  he  feld,  their  gardins  did  deface, 
Their  arbers  fpoyle,  their  Cabinets  fuppreffe, 
Their  banket  houfes  burne,  their  buildings  race, 

And  of  the  fayrell  late,  now  made  the  fowleft  place.- 
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Then  led  they  her  away,  and  eke  that  knight 
They  with  them  led, both  forrowfull  andfad: 
The  way  they  came,  the  fame  retourn  <d  they  right. 
Till  they  arriucd,  where  they  lately  had 
Charm'd  thofe  wild-beafts,  that  rag'd  with  furie  mad* 
Which  now  awaking,  fierce  at  them  gan  fly, 
As  in  their  miftrefle  reskew,  whom  they  lad; 
But  them  the  Palmer  foonc  did  pacify .        f  did  ly. 

Then  Guyon  askt,  what  meant  thofe  beaftes,which  there 

Sayd  he,  thefe  fecming  beads  are  men  indeed, 
Whom  this  EnchauncrefTe  hath  transformed  thus, 
Whylomc  her  louers,  which  her  luftes  did  feed, 
Now  turned  into  figures  hideous, 
According  to  their  mindes  like  monftruous. 
Sad  end  ( quoth  he  )  of  life  intemperate, 
And  mournefull  meed  of  ioyes  delicious : 
But  Palmer,  if  it  mote  thee  fo  aggrar  e, 

Let  them  returned  be  vnto  their  former  ftate. 

Streight  way  he  with  his  vertuous  ftaffe  them  ftrooke; 
And  ftreight  of  beaftes  they  comely  men  became; 
Yet  being  men  they  did  vnmanlylooke, 
And  flared  ghaftly,  fome  for  inward  fhame, 
And  fbme  for  wrath,  to  fee  their  captiueDame : 
But  one  aboue  the  reft  in  fpeciall , 
That  had  an  hog  beene  late,  highc  Grylle  by  name, 
Repyned greatly,  and  did  him  mifcall, 

That  had  from  hoggifh  forme  him  brought  to  natural!. 

Sai  Je  Guyon See  the  mind  of  beaftly  man, 
That  hath  fofoone  forgot  the  excellence 
Of  his  creation ,  when  he  life  began, 
That  now  he  choofeth,with  vile  difference, 
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To  tic  a  bcaft  >  and  lackc  intelligence. 
To  whom  the  Palmer  thus,  The  donghill  Icindc 
Delightes  in  filch  and  fowle  incontinence : 
Let  Gryll  be  Gryll,  and  haue  his  hoggilh  minde- 
But  let  vs  hence  depart ,  whileft  wether  ferues  &  winde 1 
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The  Legend  of  Britomartis. 

OR 

Of  Cbattity. 
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|  T  falls  mc  here  to  write  of  Chaftity,' 
The  fayrett  vertue/ar  aboue  the  reft; 

 For  which  what  needes  me  fetch  from  Faery 

Forreine  cnfamples,it  to  hauc  expreft? 
Sith  itisflirinedin  mySouerainesbreft, 
And  formd  fo  liuely  in  each  pcrfed  part, 
That  to  all  Ladies,  which  haue  it  profeft, 
Necde  but  behold  the  pourtrai&  of  her  hart, 
If  pourtrayd  it  might  bee  by  any  Iiuing  arc. 

But  liuing  art  may  not  leaft  partexprefle, 
Nor  life-relembling pencill  it  can  paynt, 
All  were  it  Zeuxis  or  Praxiteles : 
His  daedale  hand  would  faile5and  greatly  faynf > 

Bb*  And 
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And  her  perfc&ions  with  his  errortaynt: 
Ne  Poets  \vitty  that  pafleth  Painter  farrc 
In  pi&uringthe  parts  of  beauty  daynt, 
So  hard  a  workemanfhip  aduenture  darre, 
For  fear  through  watof  words  her  excellence  to  marre. 

How  then  (hall  I3  Apprentice  of  the  skill, 
That  whilome  ki  diuineft  wits  did  rayne, 
Prefumc  fohigh  toitretch  mine  humble  quill  ? 
Yet  ripwmy  luckelefle  lott  doth  m  e  conftraync 
Hereto  perforce.  But  O  dredd  Soueraync 
Thus  far  forth  pardon,  fith  that  choicett  witt 
Cannot  your  glorious  pourtraift  figure  playne* 
That  I  in  colourd  fhowes  may  (hadow  itt, 

And  antique  praifes  Vnto  prefent  perfons  fitt. 

But  if  in  Iiuing  colours,  and  right  hew, 
Thy  felfe  thou  couet  to  fee  pictured, 
Who  can  it  doe  more  liuely,  or  more  trew, 
Then  that  fweetc  verfe,  with  Neffar  fprinckelecf* 
In  which  a  gracious  feruaunt  pi&ured 
His  Cynthia,  hisheauens  fayreft  light? 
That  with  his  melting  fwcetnes  rauifhed, 
And  with  the  wonder  of  her  beames  bright, 

My  fences  lulled  are  in  flomber  of  delight. 

But  let  that  fame  delitious  Poctlend 

A  little  leaue  vnto  a  ruftickc  Mufe 

To  fing  his  miftreffe  prayfe,  and  let  him  mend, 

If  ought  amis  her  liking  may  abufe : 

Ne  let  his  fayreft  Cynthia  refufe, 

In  mirrours  more  then  one  her  felfe  to  fee, 

But  either  Gkriana  let  her  chufe, 

O  r  in  BdfhoeU  fafhioned  to  bee  : 
In  th'one  her  rule^inth'other  her  rare  chaftitee. 

Cant. 
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fFayre  Tlorimdlis  chaced: 
Dnejjtes  frames  and ]  Mater  aft  acs 
champions  are  defaced, 

HTHe  famous  Briton  Prince  and  Faery  knight, 
t  x  After  long  wayes  and  perilous  painesendur '4 
Hauing  their  weary  limbes  toperfe<a  plight 
R  eftord,  and  fory  wounds  right  well  recur 'd, 
Of  the  faire  Alma  greatly  wereprocur'd, 
To  make  there  leng:r  foiourne  and  abodq 
But  when  thereto  they  might  not  be  allur'd, 
From  feeking  praife,and  deeds  ofarmcs  abrode, 
They  courteous  conge  tooke, and  forth  together  yod< 

But  the  captiii'd^rr^hcfent, 

Becaufe  of  traueilllong.a  nigher  way, 
With  a  ftrong  gard,  all  reskew  to  preuent, 
And  her  to  Faery  court  fafe  to  conuay3 
That  her  for  witnes  of  his  hard  aflay, 
Vnto  his  Faery  Queene he  might  prefent: 
But  he  him  felfe  betooke  another  way, 
To  make  more  triall  ofhis  hardiment, 

And  fecke  aduenturcs,as  he  with  Prince  Arthurc  went< 

Long  fo  they  traueiled  through  waftcfull  wayes, 
Where  daungers  dwelt,and  perils  moft  did  wonne, 
To  hunt  for  glory  and  renowmed  prayfej 
Full  many  Countrey  es  they  did  ouerronne, 

From 
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From  thevprifingto  thcfctting  Sunne, 
And  many  hard  aduenturcs  did  atchicuc, 
O  fall  the  which  they  honour  eucr  wonne, 
Seeking  the  weake  opprefled  to  relieue, 
And  to  recouer  right  for  tuch,  as  wrong  did  grieue. 

At  laftas  through  an  open  plaine  they  yode, 
They  fpide  a  knight,  that  towatds  pricked  fayre, 
And  him  befidean  aged  Squire  there  rode, 
That  feemd  to  couch  vnder  his  fUicld  three-fquare> 
As  if  that  age  badd  him  that  burden  fpare, 
And  yield  it  thofe,  that  ftouter  could  it  wield: 
He  them  efpying,  gan  him  felfe  prepare, 
And  on  his  armc  addrefle  his  goodly  flaield 
That  bore  a  Lion  paffant  in  a  golden  field. 

Which  feeing  good  Sir  Guyott,  dearc  befought 
The  Prince  of  grace,  to  let  him  ronne  that  turne* 
Hegraunted :  then  the  Faery  quickly  raught 
His  poynant  fpcare,  and  rtiarply  gan  to  fpurnc 
Hisfomy  ftccd,  whofe  fiery  feete  didburnc 
The  verdant  gras ,  as  he  thereon  did  tread; 
Nedid  the  other  backe  his  footc  returne, 
But  fiercely  forward  came  withouten  dread, 
And  bent  his  dreadful  fpeare  againft  the  others  head. 

They  bcene  ymctt,and  both  theyr  points  arriu'd, 
But  Guy  on  drouefo  furious  and  fell, 
That  feemd  both  fhield  and  plate  it  would  haue  riu  d* 
Nathelefle  it  bore  his  foe  not  from  his  fell, 
Rut  made  him  ftagger,  as  he  were  not  well: 
But  Guyon  felfe,  ere  well  he  was  aware, 
Nigh  a fpeares  length  behind  his  croupcr  fell, 
Yet  in  his  follfo  well  him  felfe  he  bare, 
That  mifchieuous  mifchauce  his  life  &  limbs  did  fpare. 
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Great  fhamc  andforrow  of  that  fall  he  tooke$ 
For  ncucr  yet,  fith  warlike  armcs  he  bore, 
And  fhiuering  fpearc  in  bloody  field  firft  ihooke, 
He  fo  wnd  him  felfe  difhonored  fo  fore. 
Ah  gen  deft  knight,  that  euer  armor  bore, 
Let  not  the  grieue  demounted  tohaue  beenc, 
And  brought  to  grownd,that  neuer  waft  before; 
For  not  thy  fault,  but  fecret  po  wre  vnfeene,  (  greene. 
That  fpcare  enchaunted  was,  which  layd  thee  on  the 

But  weenedft  thou,what  wight  thee  oucrthrc  w, 
Much  greater  griefeand  fhamefuller  regrett 
For  thy  hard  fortune  then  thou  wouldfl:  renew, 
That  of  a  fingle  damzell  thou  wert  mett 
On  equall  plaine,  and  there  fo  hard  befetf, 
Euen  the  famous  Britomdrt  it  was, 
Whom  ftraunge  aduentnre  did  from  Britaynefctt, 
To  feekc  her  louer  ( louc  far  fought  alas,  J 

Whofe  itaage  fhee  had  fcenein  Venus  looking  glas. 

Full  of  difdaincfull  wrath,  he  fierce  rprofe, 
For  to  reuenge  that  fowle  reprochefull  fhame, 
And  fnatchinghis  bright  fword  began  to  clofe 
With  heron  foot,  and  ftoutly  forward  came  $ 
Dye  rather  would  he,then  endure  that  fame. 
Which  when  his  Palmer faw,  hegan  to  feare 
His  toward  perill  and  vntoward  blame, 
Which  by  that  new  rencounter  he  fhould  reare  : 

For  death  fate  on  the  point  of  that  enchaunted  fpcare. 

And  hafting  towards  him  gan  fay  re  perfwadc, 
Not  to  prouoke  misfortune,  nor  to  weene 
Hi*  fpcares  default  to  mend  with  cruell  blade$ 
For  by  his  mightic  Science  he  had  feene 

The 
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The  fecrete  vcrtue  of  that  weapon  keene, 
'  That  mortall  puiflaunce  mote  not  withftond: 

Nothing  on  earth  mote  alwaics  happy  becne. 

Great  hazard  were  it>and  aducnture  fond, 
To  loofe  long  gotten  honour  with  one  euill  hond. 

B/fuch  goodmeanes  hehimdifcounfelled, 
From  profecu ting  his  reucngingragcj 
And  eke  the  Prince  like  treaty  handeled, 
His  wrathfull  will  with  i;cafon  to  afwagc, 
And  laid  the  blame,  not  to  his  carriage, 
But  to  his  ftarting  fteed,  thatfwaru'd  afyde, 
And  to  the  ill  purueyauncc  of  his  page, 
That  had  his  Furnitures  not  firmely  tydc: 

So  is  his  angry  corage  fayrly  pacifydc. 

Thus  reconcilement  was  betweene  them  knitt, 

Through  goodly  temp-raunce,and  affe&ion  chaftc, 
And  either  vo wd  with  all  their  power  and  witt, 
To  let  not  others  honour  be  defafte, 
Offriendorfoe;who  euer  itembafte, 
Ne  armes  to  beare  againft  the  others  fyde: 
In  which  accord  the  Prince  was  alfo  plaftc^ 
And  with  that  golden  chains  of  concord  tyde. 

So  goodly  all  agreed,  they  forth  yferc  did  ryde, 

O  goodly  vfage  of  thofc  antique  tymes, 

In  which  thefword  was  feruauntvnto  right; 
When  not  for  malice  and  contentious  crvmes3 
But  all  for  prayfe,and  proofe  of  manly  might, 
The  marriall  brood  accuftomed  to  light: 
Then  honour  was  the  meed  of  vi&ory, 
Andyet  thevanquiflied  hadnodefpight: 
Let  later  age  that  noble  vfe  enuy, 

Vyle  rancor  to  avoid,and  cruel  furquedry, 
J  Lone 
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Long  they  thus  traucilcd  infricndly  wife, 
.    Through  countrey  cs  wafte,and  eke  well  edify  dc, 
Seeking  aduenturcs  hard>to  exercife 
Their  puiflaunce,  whylomc  full  dernly  trydc: 
At  length  they  came  into  a  foreft  wyde, 
Whole  hideous  horror  and  fad  trembling  fownd 
Full  gricfly  feemd:  Therein  they  long  did  ryde, 
Yet  trad  of liuing  creature  none  they  fownd, 
SaueBeares,Lyons;&  Bul^whichromed  theraarownd. 

AH  fuddenly  out  of  the  thickeft  brufli, 
Vpon  a  milkwhite  Palfrey  all  alone, 
A  goodly  Lady  did  foreby  them  rufh, 
Whofe  face  did  feeme  as  cleare  as  Chrifbll  ftone, 
And  eke  through  fcare  as  white  as  whales  bone: 
Her  garments  all  were  wrought  of  beaten  gold, 
And  all  her  ftecd  with  tinfell  trappings  fhone, 
Which  fledd  fo  faft,that  nothing  mote  him  hold, 
And  fcarfc  them  leafure  gauc,  her  parting  to  behold. 

Still  as  (lie  fledd,  her  eye  fhe  backward  threw, 
As  fearing  euill,that  pourfe wd  her  faft; 
And  her  faire  yellow  locks  behind  her  flew, 
Loofely  difperft  with  puff  of  eucry  blaft: 
All  as  a  blazing  ftarre  doth  farre  outcaft 
His  hearie  beames,and  flaming  lockes  difpredd, 
At  fight  whereof  the  people  ftand  aghaft: 
But  the  fage  wifard  telles;as  he  has  redd, 

That  it  importunes  death  and  dolefull  drcry  hedd. 

So  as  they  gazed  after  her  a  whyle, 

Lo  where  a  griefly fofterforth  did  rufh, 
Breathing  out  bcaftly  luft  her  to  defyle: 
His  ty rcling  lade  he  fierfly  forth  did  pufh, 

Through 
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Through  thicke  andfthin,both  oucr  banck  and  bu(h 

In  hope  her  to  attaine  by  hooke  or  crookc, 
That  from  his  gory  fydes  the  blood  did  gulh: 
Large  were  his  limbcs,and  terrible  his  looke, 
And  in  his  clo  wnifli  hand  a  fharp  bore  fpeare  he  fliookc. 

Which  outrage  when  thofe  gentle  knights  did  fee/ 
Full  of  great  enuy  and  fell  gealofy, 
They  ftayd  not  to  auife,  who  firft  fliould  bee, 
But  all  fpurd  after  faft,  as  they  mote  fly, 
To  reske w  her  from  fhamefull  villany. 
The  Prince  and  Guyon  equally  byliue 
Her  felfe  purfewd,  in  hope  to  win  thereby 
Moft  goodly  meedc,  the  faireft  Dame  aliue: 

But  after  thefoule  folter  Timias  did  ftriue. 

The  whiles  faire  BritomArt^vthofc  conftant  mind, 
Would  not  fo  lightly  follow  beauties  chace, 
Ne  reckt  of  Ladies  Loue,  did  ftay  behynd, 
And  them  away  ted  there  a  certaine  fpace, 
To  weetif  they  would  turne  backe  to  that  place: 
But  when  fhe  faw  them  goncflie  forward  went, 
As  lay  her  iourncy,through  that  perjous  Pace, 
With  ftedfaftcorage  andftouthardiment; 

Ne  euil  thing  flic  fear  d,  nc  euill  thing  (he  mcnt. 

At  laft  as  nigh  out  of  the  wood  fhc  came, 
A  ftately  Caftle  far  away  flic  fpyde, 
To  which  her  fleps  dire&ly  fhe  did  frame. 
That  Cattle  was  moft  goodly  edify de, 
And  plafte  for  pleafure  nigh  that  forreft  fydc: 
But  faire  before  the  gate  a  fpatious  playne, 
Mantled  with  grecne,it  felfe  did  fpredden  wyde, 
On  which  llic  faw  fix  knights,  that  did  darrayne 

Fiers  battaill  againft  one,  with  cruel  might  and  maync. 

Maincly 
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Mainely  they  all  attoncc  vpon  him  laid, 
And  fore  befct  on  euery  fidearownd 
That  nigh  he  breathlcflc  grew,  yet  nought  difmaid, 
Ne  euer to  them  yielded  foot  ofgrownd  * 
All  had  he  loft  much  blood  through  many  a  wownd 
But  ftoutly  dealt  his  blowes.and  eucry  way  ' 
To  which  he  turned  in  his  wrathfull  ftownd 
Made  th  em  recoiIc3and  fly  from  dredd  decay 

That  none  of  all  the  fix  before,him  durft  aflay. 

Like  dafhrd  Curres,  thathauingata  bay 
The  Cluage  beaft  emboft  in  weariechace, 
Dare  notaduentureon  the  ftubborne  pray, 
Nebyte  before,  butromefrom  place*  place, 
To  get  a  fnatch,  when  turned  is  his  face. P  ' 
Infuch  MtcSh  and  doubtfullieopardy, 
When  »*mm  him  favv?  ^J. '* 

r,,Y?C?  his/«kcw,and  with  earneft  cry, 
Badd  thofefame  fixe  forbeare  that  fingle  enimy. 

Buttohercrytheyliftnotlendeneare, 

-  Ne  ought  the  more  their  mightic  flrokes  furceaffc 

The  direfullrancourrather did encreafie. 

Pvrforcedifpartedtheircompaaedeyre, 
Andfoon^ompeldtohea/enynJSce: 

Thecaufeofthe,rdiffentionandou4eoUsyre. 
1  hefefix  wouldmc  enforce  by  oddes  of  mipht 
Thatdeathmclkferwer^thenfuchdefpigbr; 
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So  vnto  wrong  to  yield  my  wrcfled  right: 
For  I  louc  one,  the  trueft  one  on  gro  wnd, 
Nelift  me  chaungc^the  t\i  Errant  dam^llhxghu 
For  whofe  deare  fake  full  many  a  bitter  ftownd, 
I  haue  cndurd,and  tafted  many  a  bloody  wownd. 

Certes(faid  fhe)  then  beene  yc  fixe  to  blame, 
To  wecneyour  wrong  by  force  to  iuftify: 
For  knight  to  leaue  his  Lady  were  great  flume, 
That  faithfullis,and  better  were  to  dy. 
All  lofle  is  leffe,  and  leffe  the  infamy, 
Then  loffe  of  louc  to  him,  that  loucs  but  one; 
Nc  may  loue  be compcld  by  maiftery; 
For  foone  as  maiftery  comes,  fwcet  loue  anonc 

Taketh  his  nimble  wingcs3andfoonc  away  is  gone. 

Then  fpake  one  of  thofe  fix/There  dwclleth  here 
Within  this  caftle  walla  Lady  fayrc, 
Whofe  foucrainebcautic  hath  no  liuing  pcrc, 
Thereto  fo  bounteous  and  fo  debonay  re, 
That  ncuer  any  mote  with  her  compayre. 
She  hath  ordaind  this  law,  which  we  approue, 
That  euery  knight,  which  doth  this  way  rrpayrc. 
In  cafe  he  haue  ao  Lady,  nor  no  loue, 

Shall  doe  vnto  her  feruicc  neuer  to  remoue. 

But  if  he  hanc  a  Lady  or  a  Loue, 

Then  muft  he  her  forgoe  with  fowle  defame, 
Or  els  with  vs  by  dint  of  fword  approue, 
That  (he  is  fairer,then  our  faireft  Dame, 
As  did  this  knight,  before  ye  hethcr  came. 
Per^y  (faid  Britomart)  the  choifc  is  hard: 
But  what  reward  had  he,  that  ouercame? 
He  fhould  aduaunced  bee  to  high  regard, 

(Said  they)  and  haue  our  Ladies  loue  for  his  reward. 


Cant.  I        the  Faery  Qyeene.  jpp 

Therefore  a  read  Sir;if  thou  haucaloue* 
Loue  haue  I  furc,  (quoth  flie)  but  Lady  none; 
Yet  will  I  not  fro  mine  ownelouc  remouc, 
Ne  to  your  Lady  will  I  feruice  done,  (lone, 
But  wreake  your  wronges  wrought  to  this  knight  a- 
Andproue  his  caufe.  With  that  her  morull  Ipeare 
She  mightily  auentred  towards  one> 
And  downc  him  foot,  ere  well  aware  he  weare, 

Then  to  the  next  fhe  rode,  &  downe  the  next  did  bcare. 

Ne  did  fhe  ftay ,  till  three  on  ground  fhe  layd, 
That  none  of  them  himfelfe  could  rears  againc; 
Thefonrth  was  by  that  other  knight  difinayd, 
All  were  he  wearie  of  his  former  paine, 
That  now  there  do  but  two  of  fix  remaine^ 
Which  two  did  yield,  before  (he  did  them  ftnight. 
Ah  ( (ayd  fhe  then)  now  may  ye  all  fee  plaine, 
That  truih  is  ftrong ,  and  trew  loue  moft  of  mighty 

That  for  his  trufty  feruaun  ts  doth  fo  ftrongly  fight, 

Too  well  we  fee,  ( faide  they  )  and  prouc  too  well 
/  Our  faulty  weakencs,  and  your  matchlefle  might; 
For  thy,  faire  Sir,  yours  be  the  Damozell, 
Which  by  her  owne  lav/  to  your  lot  doth  light, 
And  we  your  liegemen  faith  vntoyou  plight. 
So  vnderneath  her  feet  their  fwords  they  (hard, 
And  after  her  befought,  well  as  they  might, 
To  enter  in,  and  reape  the  dew  reward: 

She  graunted,  and  then  in  they  all  together  far'd. 

Long  were  it  to  defcribe  the  goodly  frame, 
And  ftately  port  of  Cajlle  loyeom, 
(  For  fo  that  Caftle  hight  by  comrnun  name) 
Where  they  were  entertay  nd  with  courteous 

Cc  And 
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And  comely  glec  of  many  gratious 
Fairc  Ladies,  and  of  many  a  gentle  knight, 
Who  through  a  Chamber  long  and  fpacious, 
Eftfboncs  them  brought  vnto  their  Ladies  fight, 
That  of  them  cleeped  was  the  Lady  of  delight. 

But  for  to  tell  the  fumptuous  aray 

Of  th<at  great  chamber,  fhould  be  labour  loft  : 

For  liuing  wit,  I  weene,  cannot  difplay 

The  roiall  riches  and  exceeding  coft, 

Of  euery  pillour  and  of  euery  poft  5 

Which  all  ofpurefl:  bullion  framed  were, 

And  with  great  perles  and  pretious  ftones  emboft, 

That  the  bright  glifter  of  their  beames  cleare 

Did  fparckle  forth  great  light,  and  glorious  did  appeare* 

Thefe  ftranger  knights  through  paffing/orth  were  led 
Into  an  inner  rowme> whole  royaltee 
And  rich  purueyance  might  vneath  be  red; 
Mote  Princes  place  be  feeme  fo  deckt  to  bee. 
Which  ftately  manner  when  as  they  did  fee, 
The  image  of  fuperfluous  riotize, 
Exc  eeding  much  the  (late  of  meane  degree, 
They  greatly  wondred,  whence  fofumpteousguize 

Might  be  maintaynd  ,  and  each  gan  diucrfely  deuize. 

The  wals  were  round  about  appareilcd 

With  coftly  clothes  of  Arras  and  of  Toure, 
In  which  with  cunning  hand  was  pourtrahed 

-  Theloueofr^/^andherParamoure, 
The  fayre  adonis,  turned  to  a  flowre, 
A  worke  of  rare  deuice^  and  wondrous  wic. 
Firft  did  it  (hew  the  bitter  balefull  ftowre, 
Which  her  aflayd  with  many  a  Teruent  fit, 

When  firft  her  tender  hart  was  with  his  beautiefmit. 

~  The* 


Cant  J. 


401 


Then  with  what  Heights  and  fwect  allurements  fhc 
Entyft  the  Boy,  as  w ell  that  art  fhc  knew, 
And  wooed  him  her  Paramoure  to  bee; 
Now  making  girlonds  of  each  flowre  that  grew, 
To  crownc  his  golden  lockes  with  honour  dew ; 
Now  leading  him  into  a  fecrct  fhade 
From  his  Bcauperes  >  and  from  bright  heauens  vew, 
Where  him  to  fleepc  fhe  gently  would  perfwade, 

Or  bathe  him  in  a  fountaine  by  fome  couert  glade. 

And  whilft  he  flept ,  fee  ouer  him  would  (pred 
Her  mantle,  colour'd like  the  ftarry  skyes, 
And  hcrfoftarmclay  vndcrneath  his  hed, 
And  with  ambrofiall  kifles  bathe  his  eyes ; 
And  whilft  he  barh'd,  with  her  two  crafty  fpyes, 
She  fecretly  would  fearch  each  dainticlim, 
And  throw  into  the  well  fwect  Rofemarycs, 
And  fragrant  violets,  and  Paunces  trim, 

And  euer  with  fweetNe&ar  fhe  did  fprinkle  him. 

So  did  fhe  fteale  his  hcedelcffe  hart  away, 
And  ioy  d  his  loue  in  fecret  vnefpyde. 
But  for  fhe  fa  whim  bent  to  crudl  play, 
To  hunt  the  faluagc  bcaft  in  forreft  wy de, 
Drcadfull  of  daunger,that  mote  him  betydc, 
She  oft  and  oftaduiVdhim  to  refraine 
From  chafe  of  greater  bcaftes,whofe  bru tifh  pryde 
Mote  breede  him  fcath  vnwares :  but  all  in  vaine ; 

For  who  can  fhun  the  chance,that  deft  ny  doth  ordaine? 

Lo,  where  beyond  he  !yeth  languifliing , 
Deadly  engored  of  a  great  wildc  Bore, 
And  by  his  fide  the  GoddefTegroueling 
Makes  for  him  endlefle  mone,  and  euermore 


Cc  a 
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With  her  foft  garment  wipes  away  the  gore, 
Which  ftaynes  his  fhowy  skin  with  hatefull  hew : 
But  when  fhe  fa  w  no  helpe  might  him  reftore, 
Him  to  a  dainty  flowrefhe  did  tranfmew, 
Which  in  that  cloth  was  wrought,  as  if  it  liuefy  grew* 

So  was  that  chamber  clad  in  goodly  wize, 
And  rownd  about  it  many  beds  were  dight, 
A  s  whylome  was  the  antique  worldes  guizc, 
Some  for  vntimely  eafe,  fome  for  delight, 
As  pleafed  them  to  vfe,that  vfe  it  might  : 
And  all  was  full  of  Damzels,  and  of  Squyres, 
D^iuicing  and  reueling  both  day  and  night, 
Andfwirnmingdcepe  in  fenfualldefyres, 

And  Cuf  ia f  ffill  emangeft  them  kindled  ludfullfyres. 

And  all  the  while  fweet  Muficke  did  diuide 
Her  loofer  notes  with  LydUn  harmony  5 
And  all  the  while  fweet  birdes  thereto  applide 
Their  daintie  layes  and  dulcet  melody, 
Ay  caroling  of  loueand  iollity, 
That  wonder  was  to  heare  their  trim  confbrt.  (eye, 
Which  when  thofe  knights  beheld ,  with  fcornefuli 
They  fdeigned  fwch  lafciuious  difport, 

Andloath'dtheloofedemeanureof  that  wanton  fort* 

Thence  they  were  brought  to  that  great  Ladies  vcw5 
Whom  they  found  fitting  on  a  fumptuous  bed^ 
That  gliftred  all  with  gold  and  glorious  flicw, 
As  the  proud  Verfian  Queenes  accuftomed : 
Shefeemd  a  woman  of  great  bounrihed, 
And  of  rare  beautie ,  fatting  that  askaunce 
Her  wanton  eyes ,  ill  fignes  of  womanhed, 
Did  roll  too  highly,  and  too  often  glaunce, i 

Withotitfegarciof  grace;or  comely  amcnauncc. 

Long 
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Long  workc  it  were,  and  necdlcfle  to  deuize 
Their  goodl v  cn tertainemen t  and  great  glec : 
She  caufird  them  be  led  in  courteous  wize 
Into  a  bowre,  dilanncd  for  to  be, 
And  chcared  well  with  wine  and  (piccree : 
The  Redcrojfi  Knight  was  foonc  dtfarmed  there, 
But  the  brauc  Mayd  would  not  difarmed  bee, 
But  onely  vented  vp  her  vmbricre, 

And  fo  did  let  her  goodly  vifage  to  apperc. 

As  when  fayre  Cynthia,  in  darkefome  night, 
Is  in  a  noyous  cloud  enuelopcd, 
Where  flie  may  findc  the  fubftance  thin  and  light, 
Breakes  forth  her  filucr  bcamcs,and  her  bright  hed 
Difcoucrs  to  the  world  difcomfitedj 
Of  the  pooretrnueiler,  that  went  aftray, 
With  thoufand  blefllngs  (he  is  hcricd  ; 
Such  was  the  beau  tie  and  the  fliining  ray, 

With  which  fayre  Britomtrt  gauc  light  vnto  the  day. 

And  eke  thofc  fix ,  whicMatcly  with  her  fought, 
Now  were  difarmd,  and  did  them  fclucs  prefene 
Vnto  her  vcw,  and  company  vnfought; 
For  they  all  fecmcd  courteous  and  gent , 
And  all  fixe  brethren ,  borne  of  one  parent, 
Which  had  them  tray  nd  in  all  ciuilitec, 
And  goodly  taught  to  tilt  and  turnamcnt; 
Now  were  they  liegmen  to  this  Ladiefree, 

And  her  knights  leruice  ought,  to  hold  of  her  in  fc«. 

The  firft  of  them  by  name  GarAante  hight, 
Aiollyperfon5andof  comely  vew5° 
The  fecond  was  Variant  e  5  a  bold  knight, 
And  next  to  him  locate  did  enfew; 

Cc  3  Bafciwc 


•404  TheihirdBoohtf         Cant  .ft 

Bafciwte  AiAhim  fclfe  mod  courteous  {"Lew- 
But  fierce  Bacchantefccmd  too  fell  and  kcenc; 
And  yett  in  armes  Noel  ante  greater  grew: 
All  were  fairc  knights,  and  goodly  well  befecne,  j 
But  to  foiizBritcmm  they  all  but  fliadowes  beene*. 


For  fliee  was  full  of  amiable  grace, 
And  manly  terror  mixed  therewithal!, 
That  as  the  one  ftird  vp  affe&ions  bace, 
So  th'othcr  did  mens  rafh  defires  apall? 
And  hold  them  backe,  that  would  in  error  fallj 
As  hee,that  hath  efpide  a  vermeill  Rofe, 
To  which  fliarpe  thornes  and  breres  the  way  fotttall* 
Dare  not  for  dread  his  hardy  hand  expofc, 

But  wifhing  ic  far  offyiis  ydle  wiQvdoth  lofe. 

Whom  when  the  Lady  faw  fo  faire  a  wight. 
All  ignorant  of  her  contrary  fex, 
(For  llicc  her  weend  a  fiefh  and  lufty  knight) 
Shee  greatly  gan  enamoured  to  wex, 
And  with  vainc  thoughts  her  falfed  fancy  vex: 

Her  fickle  hart  conceiued  hafty  fyre, 
Like  fparkes  of  fire,  that  fall  in  (clender  flex3 
That  (hortly  brent  into  extreme  defyre, 
And  ranfackt  all  her  vcines  with  paffion  entyre. 

Eftfoones  fhee  grew  to  great  impatience 
And  into  termcs  of  open  outrage  brufiy 
That  plaine  difcouered  her  incontinence, 
Ne  reckt  fhee,  who  her  meaning  did  miftruft. 
For  (he  was  giuen  all  to  fleihly  luft, 
And  poured  forth  in  fenfuall  delight, 
That  allrcgard  of  fhame  (he  had  difcuft, 
And  meet  refpeft  of  honor  putt  to  fligha 

So  Oiamclcfle  beauty  foone  becomes  a  loathly  light.  # 
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Faire  Ladies,  that  to  loue  captiued  arre^ 
And  chaftcdefiresdoe  nourifli  in  your  mind, 
Let  not  hcrfault  your  fwee tc  aflfe&ions  marrc,  \ 
Neblott  the  bounty  of  all  womankind; 
'Mongfl:  thoufands  good  one  wanton  Dame  to  find*1 
Emongft  the  Rofes  grow  feme  wicked  weeds; 
For  this  was  nottoIoue,butluftinclind; 
For  loue  does  al  waies  bring  forth  bounteous  defedsj 

And  in  each  gentle  hat  defirc  of  honor  breeds. 

Nought  fo  of  loue  this  loofcr  Dam*  did  still, 
But  as  a  cole  to  kindle  fledily  flame, 
Giuiftg  the  bridle  to  her  wanton  will, 
And  treading  vnder  foote  her  honeft  name: 
Such  loue  is  hate,  and  fuch  defire  is  ilhamc. 
Still  did  fhc  roue  at  her  with  crafty  glauncc 
Ofhcrfalfe  eies,  that  at  her  hart  did  aymc, 
And  told  her  meaning  in  her  countcnauncej 

But  Brtiomartditfembkdit  with  ignorauncc, 

.Supper  was  fhortly  dight  and  downe  they  fatt, 
Where  they  werefcrued  with  all  fumptuousfare, 
Whiles  fruitfull  Ceres,  and  Lyms  fatt 
Pourd  out  their  plcnty,withoutfpightor  fpare: 
Nought  wanted  there,  that  dainty  was  and  rare; 
And  aye  the  cups  their  bancks  did  ouerflo  w, 
And  aye  betwecne  the  cups,  fhe  did  prepare  * 
Way  tQ-her  loue,  and  fecret  darts  did  throw; 

But  Britomtrt  would  not  fuch  guilfuUmcfTage  know. 

So  when  they  flaked  had  thefcrucnt  heat 

Of  appetite  with  meates  of  cuery  forr, 

The  Lady  didfaire  Britomart  entreat, 
,  I  Her  to  difarmc ,  and  with  dclightfull  /port 

Cc  4  >      ;  ./To 


^06  The  third Bookeof  Cant.  I 

To  loofe  her  warlike  limbs  and  ftrong  effort, 
But  when  fhec  mote  not  thereunto  be  wonnc, 
(For  fhee  her  Ccxc  vnder  that  Itraunge  purport 
Did  vfe  to  h  ide,  and  plaine  apparauncc  fhonne:) 
In  playner  wife  to  tell  her  grieuaunce  fhe  begonne. 

And  allattonce  difcouered  herdefirc 

With  fighes,  and  fobs,  and  plaints,&  piteous  griefc. 

The  outward  fparkes  of  her  inhuming  fire; 

Which  fpent  in  vaine,  at  laft  fhe  told  her  bricfe. 

That  but  ifllie  did  lend  her  fhort  reliefe, 

And  doe  her  comfort,  fhe  mote  algates  dye. 

But  the  chafte  damzell,  that  had  neuer  pricfc 

Of  fuch  malengine  and  fine  forgcrye, 
Did  eafcly  bclecue  her  ftrong  extremityc. 

i&jii  ifgki  wiv '  •■>.:'-;.  -^vf v%  4'  '  'i* 

Fulleafy  was  for  her  tohauebeliefe, 
Who  by  felf-feding  of  her  feeble  face* 
And  by  long  triallof  the  inward  griefc. 
Wherewith  imperious  loue  her  hart  did  vexe, 
Could  iudge  what  paincs  doe  louing harts  perplex** 
Who  meanes  no  guile,  be  guiled  foonefifhall, 
And  tofairtfemblauncc  doth  light  faith  annexe-. 
The  bird,  that  knowes  not  the  faife  fowlers  call. 

Into  his  hidden  nett  full  cafely  doth  fall. 

For  thy  fhe  would  not  in  difcourtdfe  wife, 
Scornethefaire  offer  of  good  willprofeft; 
For  great  rebuke  it  is^oue  to  defpifc, 
Or  rudely  fddgnc  a  gentle  harts  requeft; 
But  with  faireeouittenaunce,3$befeemcd  befty 
Her  entertaynd ;  nathlefte  fhec  inly  dcemd 
Her  loue  toolight,  to  wooe  a  wandring  guefl; 
Which  fhe  mdconftruing,thereby  clteemd(fteemd. 

That  from  like  inward  fire  that  outward  fmoke  had 

Therewith 


C*nt .  L  theFaery  Qnetne.  407 

Therewith  a  while  fhc  her  flit  fancy  fedd, 
Till  flie  mocc  winne  fit  time  for  her  defire, 
Butyet  her  wound  ftill  inward  fre/hly  bledd, 
And  through  her  bones  the  falfe  Milled  fire 
Did  fpred  it  felfe,  and  venimcclofcinfpire. 
Tho  were  the  tables  taken  all  away, 
And  euery  knight,  and  euery  gentle  Squire 
Gan  choofc  his  dame  with  Bafcimano  gay, 

With  whom  he  ment  to  make  his  fport  sc  courtly  play, 

Some  fell  to  daunce,  fome  fel  to  hazardry, 
Some  to  make  loue,  fome  to  make  meryment, 
As  diuerfe  witts  to  diuerfe  things  applyj 
And  all  the  while  faire  CMalecafla  bent 
Her  crafty  engins  to  her  clofe  intent. 
By  this  theternalllampcs,  wherewith  high  loue 
Doth  light  the  lower  world ,  were  halfe  yfpent^ 

And  the  moid  daughters  of  huge  ^//4/ftroue  * 
Into  the  Ocean  deepe  to  driue  their  weary  droue. 

...        Wj  ppA  ml  ^t*^^f#^  . 

High  time  it  fecmed  then  for  euerie  wight 
Them  to  betake  vnto  their  kindly  reft; 
Eftcfooncs  long  waxen  torches  weren  light, 
Vnto  their  bo wrcs  to  guyden  euery  gucft  : 
Tho  when  the  Britonefle  faw  all  the  reft 
Auoided  quite,  fhc  gan  her  felfc  defpoile, 
Andfafe  committ  to  her  foft  fethcrcd  neft, 
Wher  through  long  watch,  &latc  daies  weary  toile, 

Shefoundlyflept.&  carcfuII thoughts  did  quite  Mile? 


Now  whenasallthe  worldinfilcnccdeepe 
Yftrowded  was,  and  *ucty  mortall  wight 
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Could  find  no  reft  in  fuch  perplexed  plight, 
Lightly  arofebut  of  her  weanebed, 
And  vnder  the  blackevcle  of  guilty  Night, 
Her  with  afcarlott  matrtlecouered, 
That  was  with  gold  and  Ermines  fairc  enuelopci. 

Then  panting  fofte,  and  trembling  cucry  ioynt, 
Herf carfull  feetc  towards  the  bo  wre  fhc  mou  d. 
Where  fhc  for  fecrct  purpofe  did  appoynt 
To  lodge  the  warlike  maidc  ynwiiely  loou'd, 
And  to  her  bed  approching>  firft  fhe  proou'd, 
Wither  fhe  flept  or  wakte  j  with  her  fofte  hand 
She  foftely  felt,  ir  any  member  moou'd, 
And  lent  hep  weary  care  to  v nderftand, 

If  any  puffc  of  breath,  or  figne  of  fence  fhee  fond* 

Which  whenas  none  (he  fond,  with  ealy  fhifte, 
For  feare  leaft  her  vn wares  fhe  fhould  abrayd, 
Th'embroderd  quilt  fhe  lightly  vp  did  lif  tc, 
And  by  her  fide  her  fclfe  fhe  (of  tly  layd, 
Of  euery  fineft  fingers  touch  affraydj 
Ne  any  noife  (he  made,  ne  word  fhe  fpakc. 
But  inly  figh'd.  At  laft  the  royallMayd 
Out  of  her  quiet  flomber  did  awake, 

And  chaungd  her  weary  fide,the  better  eafe  to  take* 

Where  feeling  oncclofccouchcdby  Jicr  fid?, 
f    She  lightly  lept  out  of  her  filed  bedd. 
And  to  her  weapon  ran,  in  minde  to  gride 
The  loathed  leachour.  But  the  Dame  halfe  dedd 
Through  fuddein  feare  and  ghaftlydrerihedd. 
Did  fhneke  alowd,  that  through  the  hous  it  rong, 
And  the  whole  family  therewith  adredd, 
Rafhly  ou%  of  their  rouzed  couches  fprbn  g, 
And  to  the  troubled  chamber  all  in  armes  did  throng. 
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And  thofc  fixe  knights  thatkdiesChampions, 
And  eke  thcReacroffe  knight  ran  to  the  ftownd, 
Halfe  armd  and  halfe  vnaraid, with  them  auons: 
Where  when  confufedly  they  came,  they  fowhd 
Their  lady  lying  on  the  fcnceleffe  grownd; 
On  thothcr  fide,  they  faw  the  warlike  Mayd 
Al  in  her /how-white  fmocke>  with  locks  vnbownd, 
Thrcatning  the  point  of  her  aucnging  bhed, 

That  with  fo  troublous  terror  they  were  alldifmayd. 

About  their  Ladye  firft  they  flodt  aro  wnd, 
Whom  hatiing  latd  in  comfortable  couch, 
Shortly  they  rcard  out  of  her  frofen  fwownd; 
And  afterwardes  they  gan  with  fowfereproch 
To  ftirre  vp  flrife;and  Troublous  contecke  broch: 
But  by  enfamplc  of  the  laftdayes  lbffc, 
None  of  them  rafhly  durft  to  her  approch, 
Ne  in  fo  glorious  fpoile  thcmfelues  embofTe, 

Her  fuccourd  eke  th  c  Champion  of  the  bloody  Crofle* 

But  one  of  thofe  fixe knighisgtrdattc  liight, 
Drew  out  a  deadly  bow  and  arrow  kecne, 
Which  forth  he  lent  with  feldnous  defpight, 
And  fell  intent  agiinft  the  virgin  fhecne: 
Themortallfteelc  ftaydnot;tillit  wasfecnc 
To  gore  her  fide ,  yet  was  the  wound  not  dcepe, 
But  lightly  rafed  her  foft  filken  skin, 
That  drops  of  purple  blood  thereout  did  weepc, 

Which  did  her  Idly  fmock  with  ftaines  of  vermeil  fteep- 
y r-  V";  :    -         -  •         \.  . 

Wherewith  enrag'd,  fhefiercely  at  them  flew, 
And  with  frer  Banning  fword  about  her  layd, 
That  none  of  them  foulc  mifchiefe  could  efchew, 1 
Bat  w  i  th  her  dreadful!  ftrokes  were  all  difmayd  : 

Here* 

hah  .  x 
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Here,thcre,and  cucry  where  about  her  fwayd 
Her  wrachf  ull  ftccle,  that  none  mote  it  abydc; 
And  eke  the  Redcrojfeknight  gaue  her  good  ayd, 
Ayioyningfoottofoot,andfyde  tofydc, 
That  in  fhort  fpace  their  foes  they  hauc  quite  terrify de, 

Tho  whenas  all  were  put  to  fliamefull  flight. 
The  noble  Britomartis  herarayd, 
And  her  bright  armes  about  her  body  dight: 
For  nothing  would  flic  lenger  there  be  ftayd, 
Where  fo  loofc  lifc,and  fo  vngentle  trade 
Was  vfd  of  knighcs  and  Ladies  feeming  gent: 
So  carely  ere  the  grofle  Earthes  gryely  ihadc, 
Was  all  difperft  out  of  the  firmament, 

They  tookc  their  fteeds,& forth  vpo  their  iourney  went 

Cant.  II. 


The  T^edcrofe  knight  to  Britomart 

defcribeth  Artegalk 
The  Wondrous  myrrhour,  by  which  Jhe  \ 

in  to  tie  \\> it  h  him  did  fall. 


TT  Erehauelcaufe  in  men  iuft  blame  to  find, 
*     That  in  their  proper  praife  too  partial!  bee, 
And  not  indifferent  to  woman  kind. 
To  whom  no  (hare  in  armes  and  cheualrce, 
They  doe  impart,  ne  maken  memoree 
Of  their  braue  geftes  and  proweffc  martially 
Scarfe  doe  they  fpare  to  one  or  two  or  three, 
Row  me  in  their  writces;yetthe  fame  writing  fmall 
Does  all  their  dcedes  deface,  and  dims  their  glories  all, 

But 
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But  by  record  of  antique  times  1  finde, 

That  vvemen  wont  in  warres  to  bearc  mod:  fway. 
And  to  all  great  exploites  them  fclues  inclind; 
Of  which  they  (till  th£  girlond  bore  away, 
Till  enuious  Men  fearing  their  rules  decay, 
Gan  coyne  ftreight  lawes  to  curb  their  liberty,- 
Yet  fith  they  warlike  amies  haue  hideaway, 
They  haue  exceld  in  artes  and  pollicy, 

That  now  we  foolifh  men  that  prayfe  gin  eke  t'enuy. 

Ofwarlikepuiflauncein  agesfpent, 

Be  thou  faire  Britcmtrt,  whofe  prayfe  I  vvryte, 
But  of  all  wifedom  bee  thou  precedent, 
O  foueraine  Que enc,  whofe  prayfe  I  would  endy  te 
Endite  I  would  as  de wtie  doth  excy te; 
But  ah  my  rymes  to  rude  and  rugged  arrc, 
When  in  fo  high  an  obieft  they  doe  ly  te, 
And  ftriuing,  fittomake,Ifearedoemarre: 
Thy  fclfe  thy  prayfes  tcll,and  make  them  kno  wen  farre. 

She  traueiling  with  Guyon  by  the  way, 
Offondry  thinges  faire  purpofe  gan  to  find, 
T'abridg  their  iournsy  tong^ndlingringday* 
Mongft  which  it  fell  into  that  Fairies  mind, 
To  aske  this  Briton  Maid,  what  vncouth  wind, 
Brought  her  into  thofc  partes,and  what  inqueft 
Made  her  diflembleher  difguifed  kind: 
Faire  Lady  fhc  him  feemd,  like  Lady  dreft, 

But  faireftknight  aliue,when  armed  was  her  brefi 

Thereat  fhe  fighing fo%, had  no  powre 
To  fpeake  a  while,nc  ready  anfwerc  make, 
But  with  hart-thrilling  throbs  and  bitter  ftowre, 
Asif'ihchadafcucrfitt,  did  quake, 

•  :  ••  u  And 
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And  cuery  daintic  limbe  with  horrour  fhakc, 
And  cucr  and  anone  therofy  red, 
Flaftn  through  her  face,  as  it  had  becne  a  flake 
Of  lightning,  through  bright  heuen  fulmincdj 
At  laft  the  paffion  paft  flic  thus  him  anfwered. 

Faire  Sir,  I  let  you  weete,  that  from  the  howre 
I  taken  was  from  nourfes  tender  pap, 
I  haue  beene  trained  vp  in  warlike  ftowre, 
To  toffen  fpeare  and  fhield,  and  to  affhp 
The  warlike  ryder  to  his  moft  mi&ap; 
Sichence  I  loathed  haue  my  life  to  lead, 
As  Ladies  wont,  in  pleafurcs  wanton  lap, 
To  finger  the  fine  needle  and  nyce  thread, 

Meleuer  were  with  point  of  foemans  fpeare  be  dead. 

All  my  delight  on  dcedes  of  armes  is  fett, 
To  hunt  ou t  perilles  and  aduentures  hard, 
By  fca,  by  land,  where  fo  they  may  be  mett, 
Onely  for  honour  and  for  high  regard, 
Without  refpeft  of  richeflfe  or  reward. 
For  fuch  intent  into  thefe  partes  I  came, 
Withouten  compafle,  or  withouten  card. 
Far  fro  my  natiue  foyle,  that  is  by  name 

The  greater  Brjtajnc^tic  to  feeke  for  praife  and  fame. 

Fame  blazed  hath,  that  herein  Faery  lond 

Doe  many  famous  knightes  and  Ladies  wonne, 
And  many  ftraunge  aduentures  to  bee  fond, 
Of  which  great  worth  and  worfhip  may  be  wonncj 
Which  to  prouc,I  this  voyage  haue  begonne. 
But  mote  I  wcet  of  you,right  courteous  knight, 
Tydings  of  one,  that  hath  vnto  me  donne 
Late  foule  difhonour  and  reprochfull  fpight, 

The  which  I  feeke  to  wj*akc,and  Arthegdl  he  hight. 
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The  word  gone  out,  fhe  backe  again  e  would  call 
As  her  repenting  fo  to  baue  miflayd, 
But  that  he  it  vptaking  ere  the  fall, 
Her  fhortly  anfwered;  Faire  martiall  Mayd 
Certes  ye  mifauifed  bcene,  t'vpbrayd, 
A  gentle  knight  with  fo  vnknightly.blame- 
For  weet  ye  well  of  all,  that  euer  playd 
At  tilt  or  tourney ,or  like  warlike  game, 

The  noble  Arthegdlhnh  euer  borne  the  name. 

For  thy  great  wonder  were  it,  if  fuch  fhamc 
Should  euer  enter  in  his  bounteous  thought. 
Or  euer  doe,  that  mote  deferuen  blame: 
The  nobheorage  neucr  weencth  ought, 
That  may  vnworthy  of  1 1  felfe  be  thought. 
Therefore,  faire  Damzell,be  ye  well  aware, 
Leaft  that  too  farre  ye  haueyour  forrow  fought: 
You  and  your  countrey  both  I  wifli  welfare. 

And  honour  both;  for  each  of  other  worthy  arc. 

The  royall  Maid  woxe  inly  wondrousglad, 

To  heare  her  Loue  fo  highly  macrnifyde 

And  ioyd  that  euer  fhe  affixed  had,  * 

Her  hart  on  knight  fo  goodly  glorifyde, 
i   How  euer  finely  fheitfaind  tohyde: 

The  Iouing  mother,  that  nine  monethes  did  beare 

In  the  dcare  clofett  of  her  painefull  fyde, 

Her  tender  babe,  itfeeingfafe  appeare, 
Doth  not  fo  much  reioyce,as  fhe  rcioyced  theare. 

But  to  occafion  him  to  further  talke, 

To  feed  her  humor  with  his  pleafinelfyle, 
Her  lift  m  ftryfull  termes  with  him  to  balfce» 
And  thus  replyde,  How  euer  sSir,  ye  fyle 

Your 
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Your  courteous  tDnguchis  prayfes  to  compyle, 
It  illbefeeraes  a  knight  of  gentle  fort, 
Such  as  ye  haue  him  boaftcd  >  to  beguyle 
A  fimplc  maidc,  and  worke  fo  hainous  tort, 

In  fhamc  of  knighthood,as  I  largely  can  report. 

Let  bee  therefore  my  vengeaunce  to  diffwade, 
'  And  read,  where  I  that  faytour  falfe  may  find. 
Ah,  but  if  reafon  faire  might  you  pcrfwade, 
To  Hake  your  wrath,  and  mollify  your  mind, 
(Said  he)  perhaps  ye  fhould  it  better  find: 
For  hardie  thing  it  is,  to  weenc  by  might, 
That  man  to  hard  conditions  to  bind, 
Or  eucr  hope  to  match  in  equall  fight, 
Whofe  proweffeparagonciawneuer  lining  wight. 

Ne  foothlich  is  it  eafie  for  to  read, 

Wh:rc  now  on  earth,or  how'hemay  be  fownd; 
For  he  ne  wonneth  in  one  ccrteinc  ftcad, 
ButrcMeffe  walketh  all  the  world  arownd, 
Ay  doing  things,  thatto  his  fnneredownd, 
Defending  Ladies  caufe,and  Orphans  right, 
Where  fo  he  heares ,  that  any  doth  confownd 
Tlicm  corafortlelTc,  throagh  tyranny  or  might; 

So  is  his  foueraine  honour  raifde  to  heuens  hight. 

His  feeling  wordes  her  feeble  fence  much  pleafed, 
And  fofdy  funck  into  her  molten  hart; 
Hart  that  is  inly  hurt,  is  greatly  eared 
With  hope  of  thing,  that  may  allegge  his  fmarfc> 
For  pleafing  wordes  are  like  to  Magick  art, 
That  doth  the  charmed  Snake  in  flomber  lay: 
Such  fecrete  eafe  felt  gentle  Britomart, 


Yet  lift  the  fame  efforce  with  faind  gainefay, 
So  difchord  ofce  in  Mufick  makes  the  fweeter  lay* 


Am 
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Andfayd,  Sir  knight,  thcfc  ydlc  tcrmcs  forbeare, 
And  fich  it  is  vneath  to  findc  his  haunt, 
Tell  mc  fome  markes,  by  which  he  may  appeare, 
If  chaunce  I  him  encounter  parauaunt; 
For  perdy  one  fhall  other  flay,or  daunt :  (what  ftedd, 
What  fhape ,  what  £hield ,  what  armes,  what  ftecd, 
And  what  fo  clfe  his  perfon  moft  may  vaunt  ? 
All  which  thtRedcroJfe  knight  to  point  aredd, 

And  him  in  euerie  part  before  her  faftiioncd. 

/ 

Yet  him  in  euei  ie  part  before  fhe  knew. 

How  euer  liff  her  now  her  knowlc  Jgc  fayne, 
Sith  him  whylome  in  Brytaytte'fticdid  vew, 
To  herreuealed  in  a  minhour  playne, 
Whereof  did  grow  her  firft  engrafted  paync, 
Whofe  root  and  ftalke  fo  bitter  yet  did  tafte, 
That  but  the  fruit  morefwectnes  did  contayne, 
Her  wretched  dayes  in  dolour  fhe  more  wafte, 

And  yield  the  pray  of  louc  to  lothfome  death  atlaft. 

By  ftraungc  occafion  fhe  did  him  behold, 

And  much  more  ftraungely  gan  to  loue  his  fight, 
As  it  in  bookes  hath  written  becne  of  old. 
In  Debeubartb  that  now  South- wales  is  hight, 
What  time  king  Ryeme  raign'd,  anddealcdriftht, 
The  great  Magitien  Merlin  had  deuiz'd, 
By  his  deepe  Icicnce ,  and  hell-dreaded  might, 
A  looking  glaffe,  right  wondroufly  aguiz'd, 

Whofe  vertucs  through  the  wyde  worlde  foone  were 

(folemniz'd. 

It  vertue  had,to  fhew  in  perfed  fight, 

What  euer  thing  was  in  the  world  contaynd, 
Betwixt  the  loweft  earth  and  heuens  hight, 
So  that  it  to  the  looker  appcrtaynd  5 

Dd  What 
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What  euer  foe  had  wrought,  or  frend  had  faynd, 
Therein  difcouered  was,ne  ought  mote  pas, 
Ne  ought  in  lecret  from  the  fame  remaynd  5 
For  thy  it  round  and  hollow  flhaped  was, 
Like  to  the  world  it  felfe,  andfeemda  worldof  glas. 

Who  wonders  not,that  reades  fo  wonderous  workci 
Bnt  who  does  wonder  >  that  has  red  the  Towre, 
Wherein  th' Aegyptian  Phao  long  did  lurke 
From  all  mens  vew,  that  none  might  her  difcourc, 
Yet  fhc  might  all  men  vew  out  of  her  bowre? 
Great  Ptolom&e  it  for  his  lemans  fake 
Ybuilded  all  of  glaffe ,  by  Magicke  powre, 
And  alfo  it  impregnable  did  make; 

Yet  when  his  loue  was  falfe,  he  with  a  peazc  it  brake. 

Such  was  the  glafTy  globe  that  Merlin  made, 
Andgaucvnto  king  for  h  is  gard, 

Thit  neuer foes  his  kingdomemight  inuade, 
Bat  he  it  knew  at  home  before  he  hard 
Tydings  thereof,  and  fo  them  ftill  debar'd. 
It  was  a  famous  Prefentfor  a  Prince, 
And  worthy  worke  of  infinite  reward 5 
That  treafons  could  bewray  .and  foes  conuincc; 

Happy  thisRealmc,  had  it  rcmayncd  euer  fince. 

One  day  it  fortuned,  fay  re  Britomart 
Into  her  fathers  dofet  to  rcpayre; 
For  nothing  he  from  her  referu'd  apart, 
Being  his  onely  daughter  and  his  hayrc : 
Where  when  (lie  had  efpyde  that  rairrhour  fayrc> 
Her  felfe  awhile  therein  fhe  vewd  in  vaine  j 
Thoherauizing-of  the  vermes  rare, 
Which  thereof  f poken  were,  fhc  gan  againc 

Her  to  bethinks  of,  that  mote  to  her  felfe  pertainc. 

But 
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But  as  it  fallcth>  in  the  gentleft  harts 

Imperious  Loue  hath  higheftfet  his  throne  y 
And  tyrannizeth  in  the  bitter  fmarts 
OF  them,  that  to  him  buxomc  are  and  prone : 
So  thought  this  Mayd  (  as  maydens  vfe  to  done  J 
Whom  fortune  for  her  husband  would  allot, 
Not  that  fhc  lufted  after  any  one; 
For  fhc  was  pure  from  blame  of  finfull  blot, 
Yet  wift  her  life  at  laft  m  uft  linckc  in  that  fame  knot, 

Eftfooncs  there  was  prefented  to  ber  eye 

A  comely  knight,  all  arm'd  in  complete  wizc, 
Through  whofe  bright  ventayle  lifted  vp  on  hyc 
His  manly  face-,  that  did  his  foes  agrizc, 
And  frends  to  termes  of  gentle  truce  eatize, 
Lookt  foorth,  as  Phcchu6  face  out  of  the  eaft. 
Betwixt  two  fhady  mountaynes  doth  arize; 
Portly  his  pcrfon  was,  and  much  increaft 

Through  his  Heroickc  grace,  and  honorable  geft. 

His  crcft  was  coucred  with  a  couchant  Hownd, 
And  all  his  armour  feemd  of  antique  mould, 
But  wondrous  mafly  and  aflured  fownd. 
And  round  about  yfrctted  all  with  gold, 
In  which  there  written  was  with  cyphres  old, 
Achilles  armcs,  -which  Arthogall  didroin. 
And  on  his  (hield  enueloped  feucnfold 
He  bore  a  crowned  litle  Ermilin, 

That  deckt  the  azure  field  with  hcrfayrepouldrcd  skin. 

The Damzcll  well  did  vcwhis  Perfonage, 
And  liked  well,  ne  further  faftned  not, 
But  went  her  way  5  nc  her  vnguilty  age 
Did  weene,  vnwarcs,  that  her  vnlucky  lot 
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Lay  hidden  in  the  hottome  of  the  pot; 
Of  hurt vnwiftmoftdaunger  doth  redound: 
But  the  falie  Archer,  which  that  arrow  fhot 
So  flyly,  that  (lie  did  notfeele  the  wound, 
Did  (my le  full  fmoothly  at  her  wectlcfle  wofull  ftound. 

Thenceforth  thefether  in  her  lofty  creft, 
Ruffed  of  lone,  gan  lowly  to  atiaile, 
And  her  prowd  porraunce,  and  her  princely  geft, 
With  which  (lie  earft  tryumphed,  now  did  quaile: 
Sad,fo!emne,lbwre,and  full  of  fancies  fraile 
She  woxe,  yet  wift  (he  nether  how ,  nor  why, 
She  wift  not,  filly  Mayd,  what  (he  did  aile, 
Yet  wift,  fhe  was  not  well  at  eafe  perdy, 

Yet  thought  it  was  not  loue,  but  fome  melancholy. 

So  foone  as  Night  had  with  her  pallid  hew 
Defafte  thebe.uitie  of  the  fhyning  skye, 
And  reft  from  men  the  worldcsdefired  vew, 
She  with  her  Nourfe  adownc  to  fleepc  did  lye* 
But  fleepe  full  far  away  from  her  did  fly  : 
In  ftead  thereof  fad  fighes,  and  forro wes  deepe 
Kept  watch  and  ward  about  her  wanly, 
That  nought  fhe  did  but  wayle,and  often  fteepe 

Her  dainty  couch  with  tcares,  which  clofely  fhe  did 

(weepe. 

And  if  that  any  drop  of  flombring  reft 
Did  chaunce  to  ftill  into  her  weary  fpright, 
When  feeble  nature  felt  her  idfe  opprtft, 
Streight  way  with dreames,  and  with  fantaftick £ght 
Of  dreadfull  things  the  fame  was  put  to  flight  y 
That  oh  out  of  her  bed  fhe  did  aftarr, 
As  one  with  vew  of  ghaftly  feends  affright: 
Tho  gan  fhe  to  renew  her  former  firnrt, 

And  thioke  of  that  fayrc  vifage,  written  in  her  hart. 

One 
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One  night,  when  fhe  was  toft  with  fuch  vnrcft, 
-  Her  aged  Nourfe3whofe  name  was  Glaucehight, 
Feeling  her  leape  out  of  her  loathed  neft, 
Betwixt  her  feeble  armes  her  quickly  keight, 
And  do wnc  againe  her  in  her  warme  bed  dight> 
Ah  my  deare  daughter5ah  my dcarcft  dread, 
Whatvncouth  fit  (faydfhe)  what  euill  plight 
Hath  thee  oppreft,  and  with  fad  dreary  head 
Chaunged  thy  liucly  cheare,&  liuing  made  thee  dead? 

For  not  of  nought  thefefuddcin  ghaftlyfearcs 
All  night  afflid  thy  naturall  rcpofe., 
And  all  the  day,  when  as  thine  equall  pcares 
Their  fit  difports  with  f  aire  delight  doe  chofc, 
Thou  in  dull  corners  doeft  thy  felfe  inclofc, 
Nc  tafteft  Princes  plcafurcs,  ne  doeft  fprcd 
Abroad  thy  frefh  youths  ftyreft  flo  wre,  but lofc 
Both  leafe  and  fruite,  both  too  vntimely  fhed, 

As  one  in  wilfull  bale  for  euer  buried. 

The  time,  that  mortall  men  their  weary  cares 
Do  lay  away,  and  all  wilde  beaftcs  do  reft, 
And  euery  riuer  eke  his  courfe  forheares. 
Then  doth  this  wicked  euill  thee  infeft, 
And  riuc  with  thoufand  throbs  thy  thrilled  breft  • 
Like  an  huge  Aetit  of  deepc  engulfed  gryefe. 
Sorrow  is  heaped  in  thy  hollow  cheft, 
Whence  foorth  it  breakes  in  fighes  and  anguifh  ryfe, 

As  fmokc  and  fulphure  mingled  with  confufed  ftryfe. 

Ay  me,  how  much  I  feare,  leaft  loue  it  bee. 
But  if  that  loue  it  be5  a* fare  I  read 
By  kno wen  fignes  and  paffions,  which  I  fee, 
Be  it  worthy  of  thy  race  and  royall  fcad, 

Dd  3  Then 
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Then  I  auo  w  by  this  n.  oft  facred  head 
Of  my  dcare  foftcr  childc,  to  cafe  thy  gricfe, 
And  win  thy  will:  Therefore  away  doe  dread- 
For  death  nor  daunger  from  thy  dcwreliefc 
Shall  me  debarre.  tell  me  therefore  my  liefeft  liefc. 

So  hauing  fayd,  her  twixt  her  armes  twainc 
Shec  llreightly  ftraynd,  and  colled  tenderly, 
And  cuery  trembling  ioynt,  and  cuery  vainc 
Shce  foftly  felt,  and  rubbed  bufil/, 
To  doc  the  frofen  cold  away  to  fly; 
And  her  fairc  deawy  cies  w  ith  kiffes  dcare 
Shec  ofte  did  bathe,  and  ofte  againc did  dry* 
And  eucr  her  importund,  not  to  tearc- 

To  let  the  fecret  of  her  hart  to  her  appeare. 

ThcDamzellpaufcd,  and  then  thus  fearfully; 
Ah  Nurfc,  what  nee  Jeth  thee  to  eke  my  painc  > 
Is  not  enough ,  that  I  alone  doc  dye, 
But  it  muft  doubled  bee  with  death  of  twainc? 
For  nought  for  me  but  death  there  doth  rcraaine* 
O  daughter  dcare  (/aid  fhe)  ddpeire  no  whit, 
Fo* ncucr  fore,  but  might  a  falue  obraine: 
That  blinded  God,  which  hath  ye  blindly  fmit, 

Another  arrow  hath  your  louers  hart  to  hit. 

But  mine  is  not  (quoth  fhe)  like  other  wownd; 
For  which  no  reafon  can finde remedy. 
Was  ncucr  fuch,but  mote  the  like  be  fownd, 
(Said  flic)  and  though  no  rcafon  may  apply 
Salue  to  your  fore,  yet  loue  can  higher  fty  c, 
Then  reafons  reach,  and  oft  hath  wonders  donnc* 
But  neither  God  ol  loue,  nor  God  of  skyc 
Can  doe  ([aid  fhe)  that,  which  cannot  be  donne- 

Things  ofteimpoffible  (quoth  flic)  fceme  crc  begonnf ♦ 

Thcfc 
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Thefc  i  lie  wordet  (faid  Qkc)  doc  nought  afwage 
My  ftubbornc  (hurt,  but  more  annoiauncc  breed* 
For  no  no  vfuall  fire,  no  vfuall  rage 
Ytis,  O  Nourfe,which  on  my  lite  doth  feed, 
And  fucks  the  blood,  which  fro  my  hart  doth  bleed* 
But  fincc  thy  faithfull  zele  lets  me  not  hyde 
My  crime,  (if  crime  it  be)  I  will  it  reed. 
Nor  Prince,  nor  pere  it  is,  whofclouc  hath  gryde 

My  feeble  breft  of  late,  and  launched  this  wound  wydeJ 

Norman  it  is,  nor  other  Iiuing  wight; 
For  then  fomehope  I  might  vn  to  me  draw, 
Bur  th'only  fhadc  and  fcmblant  of a  knight*, 
Whofc  (hape  or  perfon  yet  I  ncucr  faw, 
Hath  me  fubie&ed  to  loues  crueli  law : 
The  fame  one  day,  as  me  misfortune  lecf; 
I  in  my  fathers  wondrous  mirrhourftw, 
And  plcafed  with  that  fee  ming  goodly- hed, 

Vn  wares  the  hidden  hookc  with  baite  I  (wallowed* 

Sithcns  it  hath  infixed  fafter  hold 

Within  my  bleeding  bowells,  and  fb  fore 
Now  rancklcth  in  this  fame  fraile  flefhly  mould, 
That  all  mine  cntrailes  flow  with  poifhous  gore, 
And  th'vlcer  groweth  daily  more  and  morcj 
Nc  can  my  ronningfore  ftndcrcmcdce? 
Other  then  my  hard  fortune  to  deplore, 
And  languish  as  the  leafe  fain  from  the  tree, 

Till  death  make  one  end  of  my  daics  and  mifcrec. 

Daughter  (faid  fhe )  what  need  ye  be  difmayd, 
Or  why  makcye  fuch  Monfterofyour  mindc? 
Of  much  more  vncouth  thing  I  was  affrayd; 
Of  filthy  luft,  contraiy  vn  to  kinde: 

D  d  4  But 
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But  this  affe&ion  nothing  ftraunge  I  fi  nde5 
For  who  with  reafon  can  you  aye  reproue, 
To  louc  the  femblaunt  plcafing  moft  your  minde, 
And  yield  your  heart,  whence  ye  cannot  rcmoue? 

No  guilt  in  you,  but  in  the  tyranny  of  loue. 

Not  fo  iW  Arabian  Myrrhe  did  fett  her  mynd, 
Not  fo  did  Biblisfyend  her  pining  hart, 
But  lou'd  their  natiue  flefh  againtt  al  kynd, 
And  to  their  purpofe  vfed  wicked  art: 
Yet playd  Pafiph&e zmoxc  monftrous part, 
That  lou'd  a  Bui,  and  learnd  a  beaft  to  bee; 
Such  fhamefulllufts  who  loaths  not,  which  depart 
From  courfe  of  nature  and  of  modeftce? 

Swete  loue  luch  lewdnes  bands  from  his faire  copanec. 

But  thine  my  Dcare(welfare  thy  heart  my  dcare) 
Though  ftraungc  beginning  had ,  yet  fixed  is 
On  one,  that  worthy  may  perhaps  appeare; 
Andccrcesfeemcs  beftowed  not  amis: 
Ioy  thereof  haue  thou  and  eternall  blis. 
With  thatvpleaningon  her  elbow  weake, 
Her  alablafter  breft  fhc  foft  did  kis, 
Which  ail  that  while  flice  felt  to  pant  iand  quake, 

As  it  an  Earth-quake  were,  at  laftfhe  thus  befpake. 

Beldame,  yout  words  doe  workc  me  Ktf  e  cafe; 
For  though  my  loue  be  not  fo  lewdly  bent, 
As  thofc  ye  blame,  yet  may  it  nought  appeafc 
My  raging  fmart, ne ought  my  flame  relent, 
But  rather  doth  my  helpelefTegriefe  augment. 
For  they,  how  euer  (hamefull  and  vnkinde, 
Yet  did  pofleflc  their  horrible  intent: 
Short  end  of  forowes  they  therhy  did  findc;  (rainde. 

So  was  their  fortune  good,though  wicked  were  their 

But 
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But  wicked  fortune  mine,  though  mindebegood. 
Can  hauc  no  end,  nor  hope  of  my  defirc,  ? 
But  feed  on  fliadowes,  whiles  I  die  for  food, 
And  like  a  ftiado  w  wexe,  whiles  with  entire* 
Affe&ion,  I  doe  languid  and  expire. 
I  fonder,  then  Ceph/fus  foolifh  chyld, 
Who  hauing  vewed  in  a  fountainc  fhere 
His  face,  was  with  the  loue  thereof  becruyldr 

I  fonder  loue  a  (hade,. the  body  far  exyld,  ° 
S-'  j '« •  •  *.t  t.  ** fX' »C|  '.vf^rj.i . iji I  ,^1  •» ft*?  oiri * f 

Nought  like  (quoth  fhcc)for  that  fame  wretched  boy 
Wa^  of  him  fclfc  the  ydle  Paramoure; 
Both  loue  and  loner,  wj  thout  hope  of  ioy, 
For  which  he  faded  to  a  watry  flowre. 
But  better  fortune  thine,  and  better  howre 
Which  lou'ft  the  fliadow  of  a  warlike  knightj 
No  fhado  w}  but  a  body  hath  in  po  wre  : 
That  body^wherefocuerthatitlight, 

May  learned  be  by  cyphers,  or  by  Magickc  might. 

But  if  thou  may  with  reafon  yet  repreflc 
The  growing  euili,  ere  it  ftrcngth  hauegott, 
And  theeabandond  wholy  doepofTcffe, 
Againftitftrongly  ftriue,  and  yield  thee  nott, 
Til  thouin  open  fielde  adowne  be  fmott. 
But  if  the  paffion  mayfter  thy  fraile  might, 
So  that  n ceds  loue  or  death  m  ufl  bee  thy  lott, 
Then  I  auow  to  thee,  by  wrong  or  right 

To  compas  thy  defirc,and  find  that  loucd  knight. 

Her  chearefuil  words  much  cheard  the  feeble  fpright 
Of  the  ficke  virgin,  that  her  downe  fte  lay  d 
In  her  tvarmc  bed  to  (bepe,  if  that  (Tie  might, 
And  the  old- woman  carefully  difplayd 

The 


The  clothes  about  her  round  with  bufy  ayd, 
So  that  at  latt  a  htlc  creeping  flcepe 
Surprifd  her  fence :  Shee  therewith  well  apayd, 
The  dronken  lamp  down  in  the  oyl  did  ftecpe, 
And  feu  her  by  to  watcb,and  feit  her  by  to  weepe. 

Earcly  the  morrow  next,  before  that  day 
His  ioyous  face  did  to  the  world  rcuele, 
They  both  vprofe.and  toolce  their  ready  way 
Vnto  the  Church,  their  praicrs  to  appele, 
With  great  deuotion,  and  with  litlc  zel  e: 
For  the  faire  Damzel  from  the  holy  hcrfc 
Her  loue-ficke  hart  to  other  thoughts  did  ftealc- 
And  that  old  Dame  faid  many  an  idle  vcrfe, 

Out  of  her  daughters  hart  fond  fancies  to  rcuerfc. 

Retourued  home,  the  royall  Infant  fell 
Into  her  former  fitt  h  for  why  no  powrc, 
Nor  guidauncc  of  her  fclfe  in  her  did  dwell. 
But  ch'agcdNourfe  her  calling  to  her  bowre, 
Had  gathered  Rew,  and  Sauine,  and  the  8owrc 
Of  Cdwpbord ,  and  Calamint,  and  Dill, 
AH  which  fhe  in  a  earthen  Pot  did  poure, 
And  to  the  brim  with  Colt  wood  did  it  fill, 

And  many  drops  of  milk  and  blood  through  it  did  fpill. 

Then  taking  thrife  three  heares  from  of  her  head, 
Then  trebly  breaded  in  a  threefold  lace, 
And  round  about  the  Pots  mouth,  botid  the  thread, 
And  after  hauing  whifpered  a  fpace 
Certein  fad  words,  with  hollow  voice  and  bacc, 
Shee  to  the  virgin  fayd,  thrife  fayd  fhe  itt; 
Come  daughter  come,  come;  (pit  vpon  my  face, 
Spitt  thrife  vpon  me;  thrife  vpon  mefpitt; 

Th'vneuen  nomber  for  this  bufincs  is  moft  ntt. 

Inac 
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That  fayd,  hcrrownd  about  flic  from  her  turnd, 
She  turned  her  contrary  to  the  Sunnc, 
Thnfe  flic  her  turnd  contrary,  and  returnd, 
All  contrary,  for  fhe  the  right  did  fhunne, 
And  euer  what  (Tic  did ,  was  ftreight  vndonne. 
So  though:  flic  to  vndoe  her  daughters  loue : 
Butloue,  that  is  in  gentle  brcfl:  begonne, 
No  ydle  charmcs  fo  Jightly  may  remoue, 

That  well  can  witneffc,  who  by  tryall  it  does  proue. 

Ne  ought  it  mote  the  noble  Mayd  auayle, 
Ne  flake  the  fury  of  her  cruell  flame, 
But  that  flice  Hill  did  wafte,and  ftill  did  wayle, 

aJLtflrouSh  long!anguoar,&  hart-burning  brame 
She  lhortly  like  a  pyned  ghoft  became, 
Which  long  hath  waited  by  the  Stygian  ftrond. 
That  when  old  <7Wfaw,  for  feareleaft  blame 
Of  her  mifcarriagc  ihou  Id  in  her  be  fond, 
She  wift  not  how  t'amcnd,nor  how  it  to  withftoad. 

Cant.  II  I. 

Merlm  betorayes  to  Britomart, 
TheftatcofArthegall. 
^      AndfheVps  the  famous  "Progeny 

f Which from  themfprtngen Jhall. 

\A  Oft facrcd fy re, that burneft: mightily 
x  In  liuing  brefts5ykindled  fir  ft  aboue, 
Emongft  th'eccrnall  fphcres  and  lampingsty, 
And  thence  pourd  into  men,  which  men  call  Loue* 

No* 
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"  Not  that  fame,  which  doth  bafc  affe&ions  mouc 
In  brutiih  mindcs,and  filthy  luft  inflame. 
But  that  fwecte  Gejthat  doth  true  beautieloue, 
And  chofcth  vertae  for  his  deareft  Dame. 

Whence  fpring  all  noble  deedes  and  neucr  dying  fame: 

Well  did  Antiquity  a  God  thee  deeme, 

That  ouer  mortall  raindes  haft  fo^rcat  might, 
To  order  them,  as  beft  to  thee  doth  feeme, 
And  all  their  anions  to  diredt  aright ; 
The  fatall  purpofe  of  diuine  forehght, 
Thou  doclt  efFed  in  deftined  defcents, 
Through  deepe  imprdfion  of  thy  fecret  might. 
And  ftirredft  vp  th'Hetoes  high  intents, 

Which  the  late  world  admyres  for  wodrous  monimets 

But  thy  dredd  dartes  in  none  doe  triumph  more, 
Nebrauerproofein  any,  of  thy  powre 
Shew'dft  thou,  then  in  this  royall  Maid  of  yore, 
Making  her  feeke  an  vnknowne  Paramoure, 
From  the  worlds  end,  through  many  a  bitter  ftowre: 
From  whofetwoloyncs  thou  afterwardes  didrayfe 
Moft  famous  fruites  of  matrimoniall  bowre,(prayfc, 
Which  through  the  earth  hauefpredd  their  liuing 

Thatfrmc  in  tromp  of  gold  eternally  difplayes. 

Begin  then,0  my  deareft  facred  Dame, 
Daughter  of  Pbcebus  and  of  Memerye, 
Thatdoeft  ennoble  with  immortall  name 
The  warlike  Worthies,  from  antiquitye, 
In  thy  great  volume  of  Eternitye: 
Begin,  O  c/r*,  and  recount  from  hence 
My  glorious  Soueraincs  goodly  aunceftrye, 
Till  that  by  de  w  degrees  and  long  protenfe> 

Thou  haue  it  laftly  brought  vnto  her  Excellence. 

Full 
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Full  many  wayes  within  her  troubled  mind, 
Old  Gtauce  caft,  to  cure  this  Ladies  gricfe: 
Full  many  waies  {he  fought,but  none  could  find,  * 
Nor  herbes,  norcharmes,nor  counfelthatis  chicfe^ 
And  choifeft  med  cine  for  fick  harts  relicfe: 
For  thy  great  care  fhe  tooke,and  greater  feare, 
Leaft  that  it  fhould  her  turnc  to  fowle  repriefe, 
And  fore  rcproch,  whenfo  her  father  dearc 
Should  of  his  deareft  daughters  hard  miffortunc  hcare. 

At  laft  (he  her  auifde,that  he,  which  made 
That  mirrhour,  wherein  the  ficke  Damofell 
Softraungely  vcwed  her  ftraunge  louersfhadc, 
To  weet,  the  learned  Merlin, well  could  tell, 
Vnder  what  coaft  of  heauen  the  man  did  dwell,  ' 
And  by  what  means  his  loue  might  beft  be  wrought: 
For  though  beyond  the  Africk  Ifmael, 
.    Orthlndian/V^he  were,  fhe  "thought 
Him  forth  through  infinite  endeuour  to  haue  fought. 

Forthwith  them  felues  difguifingboth  in  ftraungc 
And  bafe  a  tyre,  that  none  might  them  bewray, 
To  CMaridunumy  that  is  now  by  chaunge 
Otnzme  Cayr-Merdin  cald,  they  tooWtheir  way: 
There  the  wife  Merlin  whylome  wont  (they  fay) 
To  make  his  wonne,  low  vndcrneath  the  ground^ 
In  a  deepe  dclue,farre  from  the  vew  of  day, 
That  of  no  liuing  wight  he  mote  be  found, 

When  fo  he  coufeld  with  his  fprights  cncopalt  rounds 

And  if  thou  cuer  happen  that  fame  way 
To  traueili ,  go  to  fee  that  dreadful!  place: 
It  is  an  hideous  hollow  caue  (they  fay) 
Vnder  a  Rock  that  lyes  alide/pace 

Fron^ 
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From  the  fwiftffirry^tombling  do wnc  apace, 
Emongft  the  woody  hillcs  of  Dyneuowrci 
But  dare  thou  not3I  charge,  in  any  cace, 
To  enter  into  that  fame  bakfull  Bowrc,       (uo  wre. 
For  fcare  the  cruell  Fecndes  fhould  thee  vnwares  de- 

But  (landing  high  aloft,  low  lay  tjtjine  care, 
And  there fuch  ghaftly  noyfeofyron  chaincs, 
And  brafenCaudrons  thou  fhalt  romblingheare, 
Which  thoufand  fprights  with  long  enduring  paines 
Doe  tofle3that  it  willftonn  thy  feeble  braines, 
And  oftentimes  great  groncs,&  grieuous  ftownds, 
When  too  huge  toile  and  labour  them  conPraincs: 
And  oftentimes  loud  ftrokes,and  rmgingfowndes 

From  vnder  that  decpe  Rock  moft  horribly  rebowndes. 

The  caufe  fomc  fay  is  this:  A  litle  w  hyle 
Before  that  Merlin  dyde,  he  did  intend,  „ 
A  braftn  wall  in  compas  to  compyle 
About  Cairmardin,  and  did  it  commend 
Vnto  thefc  Sprights,  to  bring  to  perfect  end. 
During  which  worke  the  Lady  of  the  Lake, 
Whom  long  he  lou'd,  for  him  in  haft  did  fend, 
Who  thereby  forft  his  workemen  to  forfake, 
Them  bo wnd  till  his  retournc,thcir  labour  not  to  flake. 

In  the  meane  time  through  that  falfe  Ladies  trainc, 
He  was  (urprifd,  and  buried  vnder  beare, 
Ne  euer  to  his  worke  rcturnd  againe: 
Nath'lefle  thofc  feends  may  not  their  work  forbcare, 
So  greatly  his  commandementtheyfeare, 
But  there  doe  toyle  and  traueile  day  and  night, 
Vntill  thatbrafen  w^llthey  vp  doerearc: 
For  Merlin  had  in  Magick  more  infight, 

Then  euer  him  before  or  after  liuing  wight* 

For 
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For  he  by  wordes  could  call  out  of  the  sky 
Both  Sunne  andMoone,and  make  them  him  obay: 
The  Land  to  fea.and  fea  to  maineland  dry, 
And  darkfom  night  he  eke  could  turne  to  day: 
Huge  hoftcs  of  men  he  could  alone  difmay, 

A'rf.  b°rCf  of men  of mcancft  thing«s  «>uld  frame, 
W hen  lo  him  lift  his  enimies  to  fray: 

That  to  this  day  fof  terror  of  his  fame, 

Thefeends  do  quake,whe  any  him  to  them  does  name. 

And  footh.mtn  fay  that  he  was  not  thefonnc 
Of mortall  Sy  rc,or  other  liuing  wight, 
But  wondroufly  begottcn,and  begonne 
By  falfe  illufion  of  a  guilefull  Spright, 
On  a  faire  Lady  Nonne,that  whilorae  hight 
^;//<&,daughtcr  to  Pubtdins, 
Who  was  the  Lord  of  Mathrwal  by  right 
And  coofenvnto  king  Ambrojius: 

Whence  he  indued  was  with  skill  fo  merueilous. 

They  here  ariuing,  ftaid  a  while  without, 
Nedurftaduenturerai'hlyintowend, 
But  of  their  firft  intent  gan  make  new  dout 
For  dread  of  daunger,  which  it  mightportend: 
Vntill  the  hardy  Mayd(with  loue  to  frend) 
Rrft  entering,  t!ie  dreadfull  Mage  there  fownd 
Deepe  bufied  bout  worke  of  wondrous  end, 
L ^^^"."^^"nge  characters  in  thegrownd, 
With  which  the  ftubbornc  fcendes  he  to  his  feruice 

u        ,  ,  fbownd. 

He  nought  was  moued  at  their  entraunce  boM: 
Foroftheir  comming  well  he  wift  afore, 
Yet  lift  them  bid  their  bufmefTe  to  vnfold, 
As  if  oughtin  this  worldin  fecrcteftore 

Were 
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Were  from  him  hidden,or  vnknowne  of  yore. 
Then  Glaucc  thus,  let  not  it  thee  offend, 
That  wc  thus  rafhly  through  thy  darkfom  dorc, 
Vnwares  haue  preft:  for  cither  fatall  end. 
Or  other  mightie  caufc  vs  two  did  hether  fend. 

Hebad  tell  on;  And  then  flic  thus  began.  (light, 
Now  haue  three  Moones  with  borrowd  brothers 
Thrift  fhined  fairc,and  thrife  feemd  dim  and  wan, 
Sithaforeeuill,whichthisvirginbright 
Tormenteth,and  doth  plonge  in  dolefull  plight, 
Firfl:  rooting  tooke^  but  what  thing  it  mote  bee, 
Or  whence  it  fprong,I  can  not  read  aright: 
But  this  I  read,  that  but  if  remcdee, 

Thou  her  afford/ull  fliortly  I  her  dead  {hall  fee. 

Therewith  th'Enchaunter  foftly  gan  tofmyle 
Atherfmooth  fpeeches,  wceting  inly  well, 
That  fhe  to  him  diffembled  womanilh  guyle, 
Andtoher  faid,  Beldame,  by  thatyetell,  ' 
More  needc  of  lcach-crafte  hath  your  Damozcll, 
Then  of  my  skill:  who  hclpc  may  haue  elfwherc, 
In  vaincfeekes  wonders  out  of  MagicHpcll. 
Th'old  woma  wox  half  blanck,thofe  words  to  heare; 

And  yet  was  loth  to  let  her  purpofc  plaine  appearc 

And  to  him  faid,Yf  any  leaches  skill, 

Or  other  learned  meanes  could  haue  rcdreit 
This  my  dearc  daughters  decpe  engrafted  ill, 
Certes  I  ftiould  be  loth  thee  to  molcft: 
But  this  fad  euill,  which  doth  her  infeft, 
Doth  courfe  of  naturall  caufe  farre  exceed, 
And  houfed  is  within  her  hollowbreft, 
That  either  fecnocs  forac  curfed  witches  deed, 

Or  euill  fpr ight,  that  in  her  doth  fuch  torment  breed. 
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The  wilard  could  no  lenger  bcare  her  bord, 
But  brufting  forth  in  laughter,  to  her  fayd  5 
GUuce^  what  needes  this  colourable  word, 
To  cloke  the  caufe,  that  hath  it  felfe  bew  ray  d? 
Ne  ye  fayre  Britomarti$>  thus  arayd, 
More  hidden  arc,  then  Sunne  in  cloudy  velc; 
Whom  thy  good  fortune,  hauing  fate  obayd, 
Hath  hether  brought,  for  fuccour  to  appelc : 

The  which  the  powres  to  thee  are  pleafed  to  reuelc. 

The  doubtfull  Mayd,  feeing  her  felfe  defcryde, 
Was  all  aba(ht,and  her  pure  yuory 
Into  a  clcare  Carnation  fuddeine  dydej 
As  fayre  Aurora  ryfing  haftily, 
Doth  by  her  blufliing  tell,  that  (he  did  lyc 
All  night  in  old  7//^/^rfrofenbed, 
Whereof  fhe  feemes  afhamed  inwardly. 
But  her  okle  Nourfe  was  nought  difhartened, 

But  vauntage  made  of  that,  which  Merlin  had  ared. 

AndTayd,  Sith  then  thou  kno  weft  all  our  griefe , 
(For  what  docft  not  thou  kno  we  >)  of  grace  1  pray, 
Piety  our  playnt,  and  yield  vs  meet  rcliefe. 
With  that  the  Prophet  ftill  awhile  did  ftay, 
And  then  his  fpirite  thusgan  foorth  difplay ; 
Moft  noble  Virgin,  that  by  fatalllore 
Haft  learnd  to  louc,  let  no  whit  thee  difmay 
The  hard  beginnejthat  meetes  thee  in  thedore, 

And  with  ftiarpe  fits  thy  tender  hart  opprcflcth  fore. 

For  fo  muft  all  things  excellent  begin, 

And  eke  enrooted  decpe  muft  be  that  Tree, 
Whofe  big  embodied  braunches  (hall  not  lin, 

-  Till  they  to  hcuens  hight  forth  ftretched  bee. 

Ec  For 
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For  from  thy  wombe  a  famous  Progence 
Shall  fpring ,  out  of  the  auncient  Troian  blood. 
Which  (hallrcuiuc  the  deeping,  memoree 
Of  thofc  fame  antique  Peres,  the  heuens  brood, 
Which  Greeke  &  Jfan  riuers  ftayned  with  their  blood, 

Renowmcd  kings,  and  facred  Emperours, 

Thy  fruitfull  Ofspring,lhall  from  thee  defcend; 
Braue  Captaines,  and  moft  mighty  warriours, 
That  (hall  their  conqueftsthrough  all  lands  extend, 
And  their  decayed  kingdomes  (hall  amend  : 
The  feeble  Britons,  broken  with  long  warre 
They  (hall  vpreare,  and  mightily  defend 
Again  ft  their  forren  foe,that  commes  from  farre, 

Till  vniuerfall  peace  compound  all  ciuill  iarre. 

It  was  not,  Britomarty  thy  wandring eye, 

Glauncing  vnwares  in  charmed  looking  glas, 
But  the  (height  court  of  heucnly  deftiny, 
Led  with  eternallproLiidence,that  has 
Guydcd  thy  glaunce,  to  bring  h  is  will  to  pas  :■ 
Ne  is  thy  fate,  ne  is  thy  fortune  ill, 
To  lone  the  proweft  knight,  that  euer  was. 
Therefore  fubmit  thy  wayes  vnto  his  will, 

And  doe  by  all  dew  meanes  thy  deftiny  fulfill* 

But  read  ( (aide  Gkucc)  thou  Magitian 

What  meanes  fliall  flic  outfceke,or  what  waies  take? 
How  fliall  (he  know,  how  (hall  (he  finde  the  man? 
Or  what  needes  her  to  toyle,  fith  fates  can  make 
Way  for  themfelues ,  their  purpofe  to  pertake  > 
Then  Mtrlin  thus,  Indeede  the  fates  are  firme, 
And  may  not  (hrinck,though  all  the  world  do  (hake : 
Yet  ought  mens  good  endeuours  them  confirme. 

And  guy de  the  heauenly  caufes  to  their  conftant  terme. 
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The  man  whom  heauens  haue  ordaynd  to  bec 
The  fpoufc  of Britomart,  is  AtthegM: 
He  wonneth  in  the  land  of  Fayeree^ 
Yet  is  no  Fary  borne ,  ne  fib  at  all 
To  Elfes,  but  fprong  of  feed  tcrreftriall, 
And  whylome  by  falfe  Tories  ftolnc  away, 
Whyles  yet  in  infant  cradle  he  did  crall ; 
Ne  other  to  himfelfe  is  knowne  this  day,  fci- 
But  that  he  by  an  Eife  was  gotten  of  a  Fay* 

Butfoothheisthefonneof  Gorlois, 
And  brother  vnto  Cador  Cornifh  king , 
And  for  his  warlike  featesrenowmed  iSj 
From  where  the  day  out  of  the  fea  doth  fpring, 
Vntill  the  elofure  of  the  Euening . 
From  thence3him  firmely  bound  with  faithfullband, 
To  this  his  natiue  foyle  thou  backe  fhalt  bring, 
^  Strongly  to  ayde  his  countrcy,  to  withftand 

The  powre  of  forreinc  Paynims,  which  invade  thy  land. 

Great  ayd  thereto  his  mighty  puiflauncc, 
And  dreaded  name  iliall  giuein  that  fad  day  : 
Where  alfo  proofe  of  rhy  prow  valiaunce 
Thou  then  flialt  make,t'increafe  thy  louers  pray- 
Long  time  ye  both  in  armes  fhall  beare  great  fway, 
Till  thy  wombes  burden  thee  from  them  do  call, 
And  his  laft  fate  him  from  th ee  take  away, 
Too  rathe  cut  off  by  pra&ife  criminal!, 

Of  fecrete  foes,  that  him  fhall  make  in  mifchiefe  fall. 

With  theeyetfliallheleauefor  memory 
Or  his  latepuifTaunce,  his  ymagc dead, 
Thatliuinghimin  all  aftiuity 
To  thee  (hall  reprefent.  Hefrom  the  head 

Eci  Of 


434         The  third  $ooke  of      Qant.  Ul. 

Of  his  coofen  Conftdntius  without  dread 
Shall  take  the  crowne  0  that  was  his  fathers  right/* 
And  therewith  crowne  himfelfe  in  thothers  ftead : 
Then  fhall  he  iffew  forth  with  dreadfull  might, 
Againft  his  Saxon  foes  in  bloody  field  to  fight. 

Like  as  a  Lyon,  that  in  drowfie  caue 

Hath  long  time  flept,  himfelfe  fo  fhall  he  fhakc, 
And  comming  forth,  fhall  fprcd  his  banner  braue 
Ourt  the  troubled  South,  that  it  fhall  make 
The  warlike  CMertians  for  feare  to  quake : 
Thrife  fhall  he  fight  with  them,  and  twife  fhall  win, 
But  the  third  time  fliall  fayre  accordaunce  make  : 
And  if  he  then  with  vidorie  can  lin, 

He  fhall  his  dayes  with  peace  bring  to  his  earthly  In, 

Hisfonne,  hight  Vortipore ,  fliall  himfuccccdc 
In  kingdomc,  but  not  in  felicity  ^ 
Yet  (hall  he  long  time  warre  with  happy  fpeed, 
And  with  great  honour  many  batteills  try  : 
But  at  thelaft  to  th'importunity 
Of  froward  fortune  fhall  be  forft  to  yield. 
But  his  fonne  Afalgo  fhall  full  migh  tily 
Aucngc  his  fathers  lofTe,  with  fpeare  and  fhield, 

And  his  proud  foes  difcomfit  in  vi&orious  field. 

Behold  the  man,  and  tell  mtBritomart^ 
If  ay  more  goodly  creature  thou  didft  fee; 
How  like  a  Gyaunt  in  each  manly  part 
Beaies  he  himfelfe  with  portly  maieftce, 
That  one  of  th'old  Heroes  feemes  to  bee : 
He  the  fix  Iflands^  comprouinciall 
In  auncient  times  vnto  great  Britaince, 
Shall  to  the  fame  reduce,  and  to  him  call 

Their  fondry  kings  to  doc  their  homage  feucwll* 
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AH  which  his  fonnc  Careticus  awhile 

Shall  well  defend,  and  Saxons  powre  fupprcfle, 
Vntill  a  ftraungcrking  from  vnknownefoyle 
Arriuing ,  him  with  multitude  opprefle ; 
Great Gormond^  hauing  with  hugemighiineflc 
Ireland  fubdeMd,  and  therein  fixt  his  throne, 
Like  a  fwift  Otter ,  fell  through  cmptincflc, 
Shall  ouerfwim  the  fea  with  many  one 

Of  his  Norueyfcs;to  affift  the  Britons  fone. 

He  in  his  furie  all  fhall  ouerronne, 

And  holy  Church  with  faithlefle  handes  deface, 

That  thy  (ad  people  vtterly  fordonne, 

Shall  to  the  vtmoft  mountaines  fly  apace : 

Was  neiicr  fo  great  wafte  in  any  place, 

Nor  fo  fowle  outrage  doen  by  liuing  men : 

For  all  thy  Citties  they  fhall  facke  and  race, 

And  the  grcene  grade,  that  growcth3they  (hall  bren, 

That  eucn  the  wildc  beaft  fhall  dy  in  ftarued  den. 

Whiles  thus  thy  Britons  doc  in  languour  pine, 

Proud  Etbeldred  fhall  from  the  North  arife, 

Seruing  th 'ambitious  will  of  Augujlinc , 

And  palling  Dee  with  hardy  enterprifc, 

Shall  backe repulfe  the  valiaunt  Brockwell  twife, 

And  Bangor  with  maffacred  Martyrs  fill ; 

Butthe  third  time  fhallrew  hisfoolhardife: 

VotCadwan  pittying  his  peoples  ill, 
Shall  iloutly  him  defea t}  and  thoufand  Saxons  kill. 

But  after  him,  Cadwallin  mightily 

On  his  fonnc  Edwin  all  thofe  wrongs  fhall  wrcakej 
Nefliall  auaile  the  wicked  forcery 
Of  falfe  Petite ,  his  puroofes  to  breake, 

Ee  3  But 
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But  him  fhall  flay,  and  on  a  gallowcs  bleak 
Shall  giuc  th'enchaunter  his  vnhappy  hire : 
Then  (hall  the  Britons,  late  difmayd  and  weake, 
From  their  long  vafTallage  gi  n  to  refpire, 
And  on  their  Pay  aim  foes  auenge  their  rancklcd  ire* 

Ne  fhall  he  yet  his  wrath  fo  mitigate, 

Tillboth  thefonnes  oiEdwin  he  haue  flaync, 
offricke  and  OJricke^  twinnes  vnfortunate, 
Bothflaine  in  battaile  vpon  Layburne  playne3 
Together  with  the  king  of  Lonthianey 
Y\[»\\l  Adiny  and  the  king  of  Orkenj^ 
Both  ioynt  partakers  of  their  fatall  payne : 
But  Penda.)  fearefull  of  like  defteny, 

Shall  yield  him  felfe  his  liegeman,  and  fweare  fealty. 

Him  fhall  he  make  his  fatall  Inftrument,, 
Tafflift  the  other  Saxons  vnlubdewdj 
He  marching  forth  with  fury  infolent 
Againft  the  good  king  ofwald,  who  inde  wd 
With  heauenly  powte,  and  by  Angels  reskewd, 
Al  holding  crolTes  in  their  hands  on  hye, 
Shall  him  defeate  withouten  blood  imbrewd: 
Of  which,  that  field  for  cndlcflc  memory, 

Shall  Hevenfield  be  cald  to  all  poftenty. 

Whereat  Cadwdlin  wroth,  fhall  forth  iffew, 
And  an  huge  hoftc  into  Northumber  lead, 
With  which  he  godly  ofrvald  fhall  fubdew, 
And  crowne  with  martircdome  his  facred  head. 
Whofe  brother  ofwin ,  daunted  with  like  dread, 
With  price  of  filuer  (hall  his  kingdome  buy. 
And  Pendakcking  him  adownc  to  tread, 
Shall  tread  ado  *vne,  and  doe  him  fowly  dye, 

But  fhall  with  guifts  hi;  Lord  Cadwdlin  pacify. 

Then 
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Then  fhall  Cadwallin  die,  and  then  rhe raine 

Of  Briton;  eke  with  him  attonccihali  dye; 

Ne  fhall  the  good  CadwalUder  with  painc, 

Or  po  wre,  be  hable  it  to  remedy, 

When  the  full  time  prefixt  by  deftiny,  • 

Shaibe  expird  of  Brttons  regiment. 

For  hcuen  it  felfe  fhall  their  fuceeffe  enuy, 

And  them  with  plagues  and  murrins  peftilent 
Confume,  till  all  their  warlike  puiflaunce  be  fpent. 

Yet  after  all  thefe  forrowes,  and  huge  hills 
Of  dying  people,  during  eight  yeares  fpace, 
Cadwdlader not  yielding  to  his  ills, 
From  Armoricke^  where  long  in  wretched  cace 
He  liu'd,retourning  to  his  natiue place, 
Shalbe  by  vifion  (hide  from  his  intent: 
For  th'hea  uens  haue  decreed  ,  to  difplace 
The  Britons,  for  their  finnes  dew  punifhment, 
And  to  the  Saxons  oaer-give  their  gouernment. 

Then  woevand  woe,  and  euerlafting  woe, 
Be  to  the  Briton  babe,  that  fhalbc  borne, 
To  liue  in  thraldome  of  his  fathers  foe- 
Late  king,  now  captiue,  late  lord,  now  forlorne, 
The  worlds  reproch,  the  cruell  vigors  fcornc, 
Bani&t  from  princely  bowre  to  wafteful  wood  : 
O  who  fhal  hclpe  me  to  lamented  mourne 
The  royall  feed,  the  antique  Troim  blood, 

Whofc  empire  lenger  here,  theneuer  any  flood. 

The  Damzell  was  full  deepc  cmpaflioned, 
Both  for  his  griefe,  and  for  her  peoples  fake, 
Whofe  future  woes  fo  plainc  he faflrioned, 
And  fighing  fore,  at  length  him  thus  befpakej 

E*-4  i  Ah 
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Ah  but  will  bcucns  fury  neuer  flake, 

Nor  vengcaunce  huge  relent  icfcltc  atlafl? 

Will  not  long  mifery  late  mercy  make, 

But  fhal!  thtir  name  for  euer  be  defatte, 
And  quite  from  th  earth  their  memory  be  raftc? 

Nay  but  the  tcrme(fayd  he)is  limited, 
That  in  thi  thraldome  BritomfazW  abide, 
And  che  iuftteuolution  meafursd, 
That  they  as  Stnungers  fhalbe  tjotifidc. 
For  twife  fowrc  hundreth  yeare*  fhalbe  fupplidc, 
Ere  they  vnto  their  former  rirfe  rcftor  d  iliatace. 
And  cheir  importune  fates  all  fatisfide: 
Yet  during  this  their  mod  obfeuritec,       (may  fee. 

Their  bcamcs  fhall  of te  breake  forth,  that  men  the  fairc 

For  Rhodcricke,  whofefurname  fhalbe  Great, 
Shall  of  him  felfc  a  braue  enfample  fhew, 
That  Saxon  kings  his  frendOiip  lhall  intreat; 
And  Howell  Dh*  (hall  goodly  well  indew 
Thefalua2;e  minds  with  skill  of  iuft  and  trcw; 
ThzviGrjjfythConm  alfo  fhall vpreare 
His  dreaded  head,  and  the  odfparkes  renew 
Of  natiue  corage,  that  his  foes  (hail  feare,  (beare* 

Lcaft  back  agaiae  the  kingdom  he  from  them  fhould 

Ne  (hall  the  Saxons  fclucs  all  peaceably 

Enioy  the  crownc ,  which  they  from  Britons  wonnc 

Firft  ill,  and  after  ruled  wickedly  : 

For  ere  two  hundred  yeares  be  full  outronnc, 

There  (hall  a  R  auen  U  from  rifing  Sunnc, 

With  his  wide  wings  vpon  them  fiercely  fly. 

And  bid  his  faitblef  I'c  chickens  oueronne 

The  fruitfidl  plaines,  and  with  fell  cruelty, 

In  their  auenge^tread  dewne  the  vigors  lurquedry. 
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Ycc  fhall  a  third  both  thefe,  and  thine  fubdew- 
There  fhalla  Lion  from  the  fea-bord  wood 
Of Neuftria  come  roring,  with  a  crew 
Of  hungjy  whclpes ,  his  battailous  bold  brood, 
Whofe  clawes  were  newly  dipt  in  cruddy  blood,  \ 
That  from  the  Daniske  Tyrants  head  fliallrend 
Th'vlurpcd  crowne,as  if  that  he  were  wood, 
A  n  J  the  fpoile  of  the  countrey  conquered 
Emo.igft  his  young  ones  rtialldiuide  with  bountyhed. 

Tho  when  the  terme  is  full  accomplifhid , 

There  fhall  a  fpar!<e  of  fire,  which  hath  long-while 

Bene  in  his  afhes  raked  vp,  and  hid, 

Bee  freihly  kindled  in  the  fruitfull  lie 

Ot  Mm&)  where  it  lurked  in  exile; 

Which  fliiillbrcakc forth  into  bright  burning  flame, 

And  reach  iato  the  houfe,  thatbeares  theflile 

Of  roiall  maicfty  and  fouerainc  name; 
So  fhall  the  Briton  blood  their  crowne  agayn  reclame* 

Thenceforth  eternall  vnion  fhall  be  made. 
Betwcenc  the  nations  different  afore, 
And  facred  Peace  finll  louingly  perfuade 
The  warlike  minds,  to  learne  her  goodly  lore, 
And  ciuile  armes  to  e  xercifc  no  more: 
Then  (hall  a  royall  Virgin  raine,  which  fhall 
Stretch  her  white  rod  ouer  the  Belgicke  fhore, 
And  the  great  Cattle  fmite  fo  fore  with  all, 

That  it  fhall  make  him  fhake,  and  /hortly  learn  to  fall 

But  yet  the  end  is  not.  There  Merlin  ftayd, 
As  ouercomen  of  the  fpiiices  powrc, 
Or  other  ghaftly  fpcdlacle  difmayd, 
Thatfecretly  he  faw,  yetnote  difcourc; ; 

•  n  •  hum  v  m  Which 
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Which  fiiddein  fitt,  and  halfe  extatick  floure 
When  the  two  fearefull  wemen  fa  w,  they  grew 
Greatly  confufed  in  behaueoure; 
Atlaft  the  fury  paft;  to  former  hew 

Shee  turnd  againe,  aad  chearfull  looks  did  fhewu 

Then  .>  when  them  felues  they  well  inftru&ed  Had 
Ofall,that  needed  them  to  beinquird, 
They  both  concerning  hope  of  comfort  glad, 
With  lighter  hearts  vnto  their  home  retird; 
Where  they  in  fecret  counfell  clofe  confpird, 
How  to  effedl  fo  hard  an  enterprize, 
And  to  poffefle  the  purpofe  they  defird: 
Now  this;  now  that  twixt  thorn  they  did  dcuizc, 

And  diuerfc plots  did  frame3  to  masks  in  ftrage  difguife. 

At  laft  theNourfcin  her  foolhardy  wit 

Conceiud  a  bold  deuife,  and  thus  befpake; 
Daughter,I  deeme  that  counfel  aye  mod  fie, 
That  of  the  time  doth  dew  aduauntage  take* 
Ye  (ee  that  good  king  Vtber  now  doth  make 
Strong  warre  vpon  the  Paynim  brethren,  hight 
Off  a  and  0%a ,  whome  hee  lately  brake 
Befide  Cayr  Verokme^w  vi&orious  fight, 

That  now  all  Britany  doth  burne  in  armcs  bright. 

That  therefore  nought  our  pafTage  may  empeach, 
Letvs  in  feigned  armes  our  felues  difguize,  (teach. 
And  our  weake  hands  (need  makes  good  fchollers) 
The  dreadful  (peare  and  fhicld  to  exercize: 
Ne  certes^laughter  that  fame  warlike  wize 
I  wecne,  wouldyou  miffeemf  jforyebcenetallj 
And  large  of limbe,  t'atchieue  an  hard  emprize, 
Ne  ought  ye  wan t^butskil, which  pradHzefmall 

Wil  bring,  andfhortly  make  you  a  niaydMaittall. 

Ani 
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And  footh,  it  ought  your  corage  much  inflame, 
To  hcare  fo  often,  in  that  royall  hous, 
From  whence  to  none  inferior  ye  came: 
Bards  tell  of  many  wemen  valorous, 
Which  hauc  full  many  feats  ad  ucnturous, 
Performd,  in  paragone  of  proudeft  men; 
The  bold  Bunduca7whofc  victorious 
Exploytsmade#^  to  quake,  ^o\xtGuendokny 

Renowmed  Martia^  and  redoubted  Emmilen^ 

And  that,  which  more  then  all  the  reft  may  fway 
Late  dayes  enfample,  which  thefe  eyes  beheld, 
Inthelaft  field  before  LMentuia 
Which  Vther  with  thofe  forrein  Pagans  held, 
I  faw  a  Saxon  Virgin,  the  which  feld 
Great  Vlfin  thrife  vpon  the  bloodly  plaync, 
And  had  not  Carados  her  hand  withheld 
From  rafh  reuenge ,  (he  had  him  furely  (layne> 

Yet  Carados  himfdfe  from  her  efcapt  with  pay  ne» 

Ah  read,  (quoth  Britomart )  ho  w  is  (he  hight? 
Fay  re  AngeU  (quoth  ilie)  men  do  her  call, 
No  whit  leffe  fayrc,  then  terrible  in  fight : 
She  hath  the  leading  of  aMartiall 
And  mightie  people.dreaded  more  then  all 
The  other  Saxons,  which  doe  for  her  fake 
And  loue,themfclues  of  her  name  Angles  call. 
Therefore  faire  Infan  t  her  enfample  make 
Vnto  thy  felfc,  and  equall  corage  to  thee  take. 

Her  harty  wordes  fo  deepe  into  the  mynd 
Of  the  y  ong  Damzell  funkc,  that  great  defire 
Of  warlike  armes  in  her  forthwith  they  tynd, 
Andgcncrous  flout  courage  did  infpyre, 
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That  fhc  refolu'djVnweeting  to  her  Syre, 
Aduentrous  knighthood  on  her  felfe to  don, 

.  And  ccunfcld  with  her  Nourfe,her  Maides  attyrc 
To  turnc  in  to  a  maffy  habergeon, 

And  bad  her  all  things  put  in  readmeffe  anon. 

Thbld  woman  nought,  that  needed,did  omit* 
But  all  thinges  did  conueniently  puruay: 
It  fortuned  (fo,  time  their  turnc  did  fitt) 
A  band  of  Britons  ryding  on  forray . 
Few  dayes  before,  had  gotten  a  great  pray 
Of  Saxon  goods,  emongft  the  which  was  feenc 
A  goodly  Arrnour^and  full  rich  aray, 
Which  long'd  to  Angela,  the  Saxon  Queenc, 

All  fretted  round  with  gold,  and  goodly  wcl  befcenc. 

The  fame,with  all  the  other  ornaments, 

King  Ryence  caufed  to  be  hanged  h  / 

In  his  chiefe  Church,for  endlefle  moniments 

Of  his  fucceffe  and  gladfull  vi&ory: 

Of  which  her  felfc  auifing  readily, 

In  th'euening  late  ol J  Glance  thcther  led 

Faire  Britomart^mA  that  fame  Armory 

Downe  taking,  her  therein  appareled. 
Well  as  fhe  might,  3c  with  brauc  bauldrick  garnifhed. 

Befide  thofc  armes  there  flood  a  mightie  fpeare, 
Which  BlaJad  made  by  Magick  art  of  yore, 
And  vfd  the  fame  in batteill  aye  to  beare-, 
Sith  which  it  had  becne  here  prefem'd  in  florc, 
For  his  great  vcrcuesproued  long  afore: 
For  ncuer  wight  fo  faft  in  fell  could  (it, 
But  him  perforce  vnto  the  ground  it  bore: 
Both  fpeare  fhe  tooke,and  fhield,  which  hong  by  it; 

Both  fpeare  &  fhield  of  great  powre,for  her  PurP^jj* 
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Thus  when  fhe  had  the  virgin  all  arayd, 
Another  harne(Te,whic h  did  hang  thereby, 
About  her  felfe  fhe  dight,  that  theyong  Mayd 
She  might  in  cquall  armes  accompany, 
And  as  her  Squyrc  attend  her  carefully: 
Tho  to  their  ready  Steedes  they  clombe  full  light, 
And  through  back  waies,  that  none  might  the  clpy, 
Couercd  with  fecrct  cloud  of  filent  night, 
Themfelues  they  forth  conuaid,&  pafled  forward  right. 

Ne  refted  they,  till  that  to  Faery  lond 
They  came,as  Merlin  them  directed  late: 
Where  meeting  with  this  Redcrtfe  knight;fhe  fond 
Of  dinerfc  thinges  difcourfes  to  dilate, 
But  moftof  Arthegall,zii(l  his  cftate. 
At  laft  their  wayes  fo  fell,  that  they  mote  part: 
Then  each  to  other  well  affe&ionate, 
Frendfhip  profefled  with  vnfained  hart, 
The  knight  diuerft,  but  forth  rode  Brit  mart. 


Cant.- 
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Cane.  IIII. 


Bold  MarinellofBritomart, 
=v€  IsthrowneontheKJchftrend: 
F*ire  Fhrimellof '  Arthure  it 
Long  follotoedjbut  not  fond- 

St 
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Here  is  the  Antique  glory  now  become, 
That  whylomc  wont  in  wemen  toappeare? 
Where  be  thebraue  atchieuements  doen  by  fomc? 
Where  be  the  batteilles,  where  the  fhield  &  fpearc, 
And  alhheconquefts,which  them  high  did  reare, 
That  matter  made  for  famous  Poets  vetfe, 
And  boaftfulfmen  fo  oft  abafht  to  heare? 
Beene  they  all dead,  and  laide  in  dolcfull  herfe? 
Or  doen  they  onely  fleepe,  and  (hall  againe  reuerfe? 

If  they  be  dead,  then  woe  is  me  therefore: 
But  if  they  fleepe,  O  let  them  foone  awake: 
Tor  all  too  long  I  burne  with  enuy  fore, 
To  heare  the  warlike  feates,  which  HcmerefyzU 
Of  bold  ?enthcfilee>  which  made  a  lake 
O(Greekijl)  blood  fo  ofte  in  T roian  plaine; 
But  when  I  readc,  how  flout  Dehor  a  ftrake 
Proud  Siferd9  and  how  C^///'hathflaine 

The  huge  Orfilochm^  fwc#  with  grcat  aiaC* 

Yet  thefcand  all  that  els  had  puiffauncc, 
Cannot  with  noble  Britomart  compare, 
Afwell  for  glorie  of  great  valiaunce, 
As  for  pure  chaftitic  and  vertue  rare, 
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That  all  her  goodly  decdes  do  well  declare 

Well  worthieftock5fro  which  the  branches  fpron^ 

That  in  late  yeares  fo  faire  a  bloffome  bare, 

™£S^iCC'0  Qiieene'  the  matter  of  my  fong. 
Whole  hgnage  from  this  Lady  I  deriue  along. 

Who  when  through  fpeaches  with  the  Redcrop  knieht 
She  learned  had  th'cftate  of  Arthegdl^  * 
'  And  in  each  point  her  fclfe  informd  aright, 
A  frendly  league  of  lo  ue  perpetual! 
She  with  him  bound.and  Conge  x.ooV<t  withall, 
Theq  he  forth  on  his  iourney  did  proceede, 
Tofeekeaduentures^vhich  mote  him  befall, 
■^."^  win  h™  worfhip  through  his  warlike  deed, 

Which  alwaie^ofhispaineshcmadethechiefeftmced 

twtBrhomart  kept  on  herformer  courfe3 
Ne  euer  dofte  her  armes^but  all  the  way 
Grew  penfiue  through  that  amarous  difcourfe* 
By  which  the  Redcrojfe knight  did  earft  difj  lay 
Her  louers  fliape,and  cheualrous  aray^ 
A  thoufand  thoughts  flic  fafliiond  in  her  mind, 
And  in  herfeigningfanciedid  pourtray 
Him  fuchjasfitteft  he  for  loue could  find, 

W^warlike^perfonable.courteous.andkmd. 

With  fuch  felfc-pleaffng  thoughts  her  wound  flicfedd,, 
And  thought  fo  to  beguile  her  grieuous  fmartj 
Butfo  herfmartwas  much  moregrieuous  bredd, 
And  the  deepc  wound  more  deep  engorcl  her  hart, 
That  nought  but  death  her  dolour  mote  depart. 
So  forth  (lie  rode  without  repofe  or  reft, 
Searching  all  lands  and  each  rcmorcft  part, 

v-J7  °lUo  Wing  the  guy  daunce  of  ber  Winded  cucft,. 
Till  chat  toe  he  feacoaft  at  length  fhe  her  addrcft. 

There 
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There  fhe  alighted  from  herlight-footbeaft, 
And  fitting  downe  vpon  the  rocky  fliorc, 
Badd  her  old  Squyrc  vnlace  her  lofty  creaftj 
Tho  hailing  vcwda  while  the  furges  hore, 
That  gainft  the  craggy  clifts  did  loudly  rorc, 
Andin  their  raging  furqucdry  difdaynd, 
That  the  faft  earth  affronted  them  fo  fore, 
And  their  deuouring  couetize  reftray  nd, 

Thereat  fhe  fighed  deepe,  and  after  thus  complaynd. 

Huge  fea  of  forrow,and  tempeftuous  griefe, 
Wherein  my  feeble  barke  is  toffed  long, 
Far  from  the  hoped  hau en  of  reliefe, 
Why  doe  thy  cruel  billowes  beat  fo  ftrong, 
And  thy  moyft  mountaines  each  on  others  throng, 
Threatningtofwallow  vp  my  fearefull lyfe? 
O  doe  thy  cruell  wrat  h  and  fpightfull  wrong 
At  length  allay,  and  flint  thy  ftormy  ftryfc, 

Which  in  thy  troubled  bowels  raignes,  &  rageth  ryfe. 

For  els  my  feeble  vefTell  crazd,  and  crackt 

Through  thy  ftrong  buffets  and  outrageous  blowcs, 
Cannot  cndure,but  ncedes  it  muft  be  wrackc 
On  the  rough  rocks,or  on  the  fandy  fhailowes, 
The  whiles  that  loue  it  ftercs,  and  fortune  rowesj 
Loue  my  lewd  Pilott  hath  a  rcftleffe  mindc 
And  fortune  Botefwaineno  affurauncc  know cs, 
But  faile  withouten  ftarres5gainft  tyde  and  winder 

How  can  they  other  doe/ith  both  are  bold  and  bhndc? 

Thou  God  of  windes,that  raigneft  in  the  feas, 
That  raigneft  alfoin  the  Continent, 
At  laft  blow  vp  fome  gentle  gale  of  eafe, 
The  which  may  bring  my  fhip,ereit  be  rent, 
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Vntothc  gladfomcportof  her  intent: 
Then  when  I  fhall  my  fclfc  in  fafcty  fee, 
A  table  for  eternal  monimcnt 
Of  thy  great  grace,  and  my  great  ieopardee, 
Great  Neftune ,  I  avow  to  hallow  vnto  thee. 

Then  fighing  foftly  fore,  and  inly  deepc, 
She  (hut  vp  all  her  plaint  in  priuy  griefe; 
For  her  great  courage  would  notletherweepe, 
Till  that  old  Glauce  gan  with  fliarpe  repricfc, 
Her  to  reftraine,and  giuc  her  good  reliefc, 
Through  hope  of  thofe,  which  CMerlinhaA  her  told 
Shouldof  her  name  and  nation  be  chiefe, 
And  fetch  their  being  from  the  facred  moufd 

Of  her  iramortall  womb,  to  be  in  heauen  enrold. 

Thus  as  flic  her  recomfortcd ,  fhefpyde, 
•  Where  far  away  one  all  in  armour  bright, 
With  hafty  gallop  towards  her  did  ryde; 
Her  dolour  foone  fhe  ceaft3and  on  her  dight 
Her  Helmet^  to  her  Courier  mounting  light : 
Her  former  forrow  into  fuddein  wrath, 
Both  coofen  pafiionsof  diftroubled  fpright, 
Conucrting  3  forth  (he  beates  the  dtifty  path; 
Loue  and  defpight  attonce  her  courage  kindled  hath. 

As  when  a  foggy  mift  hath  ouercaft 

The  face  otheuen,  and  the  clearc  ayre  cngrofte, 
The  world  in  darkenes  dwels,  till  that  at  laft 
The  watry  Southwinde  from  the  feabord  cofte 
Vgblowing  ,  dothdifperfe  the  vapour  lo'fte, 
And  poures  it  felfe  forth  in  a  ftor my  fhowre; 
So  the  fayre  Britom&rt  hauing  difclo'fte 
Her  clowdy  care  into  a  wrathfull  ftowre, 

The  mift  of  griefe  diiTo!u'd,did  into  vengeance  po wrc. 

Ff  Eftfoones 
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Eftfooncs  her  goodly  fhield  addrefling  fayre, 
That  mortall  fpeare  fhc  in  her  hand  did  take, 
And  vnto  battaill  did  her  felfe  prepayre. 
The  knight  approching,  ftcrnely  her  befpake ; 
Sic  knight  ,  that  doeft  thy  voyage  rafhly  make 
By  this  forbidden  way  in  my  defpight, 
Ne  doeft  by  others  death  enfample  take, 
I  read  thee  (bone  retyre,  whiles  thou  haft  might, 

Leaft  afterwards  it  be  too  late  co  take  thy  flight. 

Ythrild  with  deepe  difdaine  of  his  proud  threat, 
She  fhortly  thus ;  Fly  they,  that  need  to  fly; 
Wordes  fearen  babes.  I  meane  not  thee  entreat 
To  paffe;  but  maugre  thee  will  pafle  or  dy. 
Ne  lenger  ftayd  for  th'other  to  reply, 
But  with  fharpe  fpeares  the  reft  made  dearly  knowne. 
Sctongly  theftraunge  knight  ran, and  fturdily 
Strooke  her  full  on  the  breft,  that  made  her  downe 

Decline  her  head,&  touch  her  crouper  with  her  crown. 

But  fhc  againc  him  in  the  fhield  did  finite 
With  fo  fierce  furie  and  great  puifTaunce, 
That  through  histhreefquarefcuchin  percing  quite. 
And  through  hismaykdhauberque,  by  mifchaunce 
The  wicked  fteele  through  his  left  fide  didglaunce^ 
Him  fo  transfixed  fhe  before  her  bore 
Beyond  his  croupe ,  the  length  of  all  her  launce, 
Till  fadly  foucing  on  the  fandy  fliore, 

He  tombled  on  an  heape,  and  wallowd  in  his  gore* 

Like  as  the  facred  Oxe,  that  careleflc  ftands, 

With  gilden  homes ,  and  flowry  girlonds  crownd, 
Proud  of  his  dying  honor  and  deare  bandes, 
Whiles  th'alcars  fume  with  frankincenfe  arownd. 
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Allfuddeinly  withmortallftroke  aftownd, 
Doth  groueling  fall,  and  with  his  ftreaming  gore 
Diftaincs  the  pillours,and  the  holy  grownd, 
And  the  faire  flo  wres,  that  decked  him  afore; 
So  fell  proud  M&rinell  vpon  the  pretious  fhorc. 

The  martiallMaydftayd  not  him  to  lament, 
But  forward  rode,  and  kept  her  ready  way 
Along  the  ftrond,  which  as  (Tie  ouer-went, 
She  faw  beftrowed  all  withjich  aray 
Of  pearles  and  pretious  ftoncs  of  great  affay, 
And  all  the  graucll  mixt  with  golden  o wrc$ 
Whereat  fhe  wondred  much^  but  would  not  flay 
For  gold;  or  perles ,  or  pretious  ftones  an  howrc, 

But  them  defpifed  allj  for  all  was  in  her  powre. 

Whiles  thus  he  lay  in  deadly  ftonifhment, 
Tydings  hereof  came  to  his  mothersearc  5 
His  mother  was  the  blacke-browd  Cymocnt, 
The  daughter  of  great  Nereus,.which  did  bearc 
This  warlike  fonne  vnto  an  earthly  peare. 
The  famous  Dumarin ;  who  on  a  day 
Finding  the  Nymph  a  flcepe  in  fecret  wheare, 
As  he  by  chauncc  did  wander  that  fame  way, 

Was  taken  with  her  loue;and  by  her  clofely  lay* 

There  he  this  knight  of  her  begot,  whom  borne 
She  of  his  father  Mmnell  did  name. 
And  in  a  rocky  caue  as  wight  forlornc, 
Long  time  flie  foftred  vp,  till  he  became 
A  mighty  man  at  armes,  and  mickle  fame 
Did  get  through  great  aducntures  by  him  donne : 
For  neuer  man  he  fuffred  by  that  fame 
Klchftrend  to  trauell,  whereas  he  did  wonne, 

But  that  he  muft  do  battaii  with  the  Sea-nymphes  fonne 

Ff  2  An 
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An  hundred  knights  of  honorable  name 
He  hadfubdew'd,  and  them  his  vaflals  made, 
That  through  all  Farie  lond  his  noble  fame 
Now  blazed  was,  and  fcare  did  all  inuadc, 
That  noncdurftpaflen  through  that  perilous  glade. 
And  to  aduaimce  his  name  and  glory  more, 
Her  Sea-god  fyrc  fhe  dearc  ly  did  perfwade, 
T'cndow  her  lonne  with  threafure  and  rich  ftorc, 

Boueallthefonnes,  that  were  of  earthly  wombesybore* 

The  God  did  graunt  his  daughters  dearedemaund, 
To  doen  his  Nephew  in  all  riches  flow  j 
Eftfoones  his  heaped  waues  he  did  commaund> 
Out  of  their  hollow  bofbme  forth  to  throw 
All  the  huge  threafure,  which  thefea  below 
Had  in  his  greedy  gulfe  deuourcd  deepc, 
And  him  enriched  through  the  ouerthrow 
And  wreckes  of  many  wretches,  which  did  wecpe, 

And  often  wayle  their  wealth ,  which  he  from  them  did 

(keepc. 

Shortly  vpon  that  fhorc  there  heaped  was, 
Exceeding  riches  and  all  prctious  things, 
The  fpoyle  of  all  the  world,  that  it  did  pas 
The  wealth  of  th'Eaft,and  pompcof  Pe rjian  kings^ 
Gold,amber,yuorie3  perles,owches3rings, 
And  all  that  els  was  prctious  and  deare, 
The  fea  vnto  him  voluntary  brings. 
That  fhortly  he  a  great  Lord  did  appcare, 

As  was  in  all  the  lond  of  Faery,  or  elfe  whearc* 

Thereto  he  was  a  doughty  dreaded  knight, 
Tryde  often  to  thefcath  of  many  Deare, 
That  none  in  equall  armes  him  matchen  might, 
The  which  his  mother  feeing,  gan  to  fearc 

Leaf* 
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Leaft  his  too  haughtie  hardincs  might rearc 
Some  hard  mifhap,  in  hazard  of  his  life  : 
For  thy  (he  oft  him  counfeld  to  forbearc 
The  bloody  batteill,  and  to  ftirre  vp  ftrife, 
But  after  all  hi s  warre ,  to  reft  his  wearie  knife. 

And  for  his  more  affiiraunce,  flic  inquir'd 
One  day  of  Prote w  by  his  mighty  fpell, 
("For  Proteus  was  with  prophecy  infpir'd  ) 
Her  deare  fonnes  deftiny  to  her  to  tell, 
And  the  fad  end  of  her  fweet  MarinelL 
Who  through  forefight  of  his  eternall  skill. 
Bad  her  from  womankind  to  keepe  him  well: 
For  of  a  woman  he  fliouldhauc  much  ill, 

A  virgin  ftraungeand  flout  him  fhould  difmay,or  kill. 

For  thy  fhe  gaue  him  warning  euery  day, 
The  loue  of  women  not  to  entertainc; 
A  leffbn  too  too  hard  for  liuing  clay, 
From  loue  in  courfc  of  nature  to  refraine  : 
Yet  he  his  mothers  lore  did  well  retaine, 
And  euer  from  fayre  Ladies  loue  did  fly ; 
Yet  many  Ladies  fayre  did  oft  complaine, 
That  they  for  loue  of  him  would  algates  dy: 

Dy,  who  fo  lift  for  him,  he  was  Ioucs  enimy.' 

But  ah,  who  can  deeeiue  his  deftiny, 
Or  wcene  by  warning  to  auoyd  his  fate  ? 
That  when  neflcepesin  moft  fecurity, 
And  fafeft  feemes,himfooneftdoth  amate, 
And  findeth  dew  effect  orfoone  or  late. 
So  feeble  is  the  powre  of  flefhy  arme. 
His  mother  bad  him  wemens  loue  to  hate. 
For  fhe  of  womans  force  did  feareno  harme; 

So  weening  to  haue  arm'd  him,  fhe  did  quite  difarmc. 

Ff  3  This 
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This  was  that  woman,  this  that  deadly  wownd„ 
That  Proteus  prophecide  fhould  him  difmay, 
The  wich  his  mother  vainely  did  expownd, 
To  be  hart-wownding  loue,  which  fhould  aflay 
To  bring  her  fonnevnto  his  laft  decay* 
So  tide  be  the  tetmes  of  mortall  ftate, 
And  full  of  fubtile  fophifmcs,  which  doe  play 
With  double  fences,  and  with  falfe  debate, 
Tapproue  the  vnknowen  purpofc  of  cternall  fate* 

Too  trew  the  famous  Mdrmllxt  fownd, 

Who  through  late  triall,  on  that  wealthy  Strond 
Inebrious  now  lies  infencelefle  fwownd, 
Through  hcauy  ftrokc  of  Britcm&rtis  hond* 
Which  when  hismother  deare  did  vnderftond* 
And  heauy  tidings  heard,  whereas  flic  playd 
Amongft  her  watry  filters  by  a  pond, 
GatheringfwectedafFadillyes,tohauemade 

Gay  girlonds/rom  the  Sun  their  f orheads  fayr  to  fhadc* 

Eftefoones  both  flowres  and  girlonds  far  away 
Shee  flong,  and  her  faire  deawy  locks  yrcnr* 
Toforrow  hugefaeturnd  her  former  play, 
And  gamefon  merth  to  grieuous  dreriment: 
Shee  threw  her  felfe  downc  on  the  Continent 
Ne  word  didfpeake,but  lay  as  in  afwownd, 
Whiles  al  her  filters  did  for  her  lament, 
With  yelling  outcries, and  with  ftriekingfownfc 

And  euery  one  did  teare  her  gitlondfrom  her  crowns 

Soone  as  fiiee  vp  out  of  her  deadly  fitt 

Arofe,  fhee  bad  her  charett  to  be  brought 
And  all  her  fillers,  that  with  her  did  fitt, 
Bad  eke  attonce  their  charetts  to  be  fought* 

Tn<* 
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Tho  full  of  bitter  griefc  and  penfife  thought, 
She  to  her  wagon  clorabe ;  clombe  all  the  reft, 
And  forth  together  wen  t ,  with  foro w  fraught  • 
The  waues  obedient  to  theyr  beheaft, 
Them  yielded  ready  paflage,and  their  rage  furccaft. 

Great  Neptune ftoode  amazed  at  their  fight, 

Whiles  on  his  broad  ro wnd  backe  they  fbftly  Aid 
And  eke  him  felfc  mournd  at  their  mournfull  plight, 
Yet  wift  not  what  their  wailing  ment,yet  did 
For  great  companion  of  their  (brow,  bid 
His  mighty  waters  to  them  buxome  bee: 
Eftefbones  the  roaring  billowes  ftill  abid, 
And  all  the  griefly  Monftes  of  the  See 

Stood  gaping  at  their  gate,and  wondred  them  to  fee 

A  teme  of  Dolphins  raunged  in  aray, 
Drew  the  fmooth  charett  of  fad  Cymoent* 
They  were  all  taught  by  Triton^  to  obay 
To  the  long  rayncs3  at  her  commaundement: 
Asfwifteasfwallowes,  on  the  waues  they  went, 
That  their  brodc  flaggy  finnes  nofome  did  reare, 
Ne  bubling  rowndell  they  behinde  them  fentj 
The  reft  of  other  fifties  drawen  weare, 

Which  with  rheirfinny  oars  the  fweliing  fea  did  fliearc, 

Soonc  as  they  bene  arriu'd  vpon  the  brim 
Of  the  Rich ftrwd,  their  charets  they  forlore, 
And  let  their  tcmed  fifties  foftly  fwim 
Along  the  margent  of  the  fomy  fhore, 
Lcaft  they  their  finnes  fliould  bruze,  and  furbate  fotc 
Their  tender  feete  vpon  the  ftony  gro wnd: 
And  cotnming  to  the  place,  where  all  in  gore 
And  cruddy  blood  enwallowed  they  fownd 

The  lucklefle  MarineU^  lying  in  deadly  fwo wnd* 

F  {  4  His 
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His  motherfwownedtbrife,and  the  third  time 
Could  fc  arce  rccouercd  bee  out  of  her  paine; 
Had  (he  not  becne  deuoidc  of  mortall  flimc, 
Shee  fhould  not  then  haue  bene  relyu'd  againe* 
But  foonc  as  life  recouered  had  the  raine, 
Shee  madefb  piteous  moneanddeare  waymcnt, 
*    That  the  hard  rocks  could  fcarfe  from  tears  refraine, 
And  all  her  fitter  Nymphes  with  one  confent 

Supplidc  her  fobbing  breaches  with  fad  complement, 

Deareimageofmyfelfe,  (fhcfayd)  thatis. 

The  wretched  tonne  of  wretched  mother  borne, 
Is  this  thine  high  aduauncemen^O  is  this 
Th'immortall  name,  with  which  thee  yet  vnborne 
Thy  Granfirc  Nereus  promift  to  adorne  ? 
Now  lycft  thou  of  life  and  honor  refte$ 
Now  lyeft  thou  a  lumpe  of  earth  forlorne, 
Nc  of  thy  late  life  memory  is  lefte, 

Ne  can  thy  irreuocable  defteny  bee  wefte  ? 

Fond  Proteus,  father  offalfc  prophecis, 

And  they  more  fond,  that  credit  to  thee  giue. 

Not  this  the  worke  of  womans  hand  y wis,    ( driuee 

That  Co  deepe  wound  through  thefedearc  members 

I  feared  lone:  but  they  that  louc  doe  liuc, 

But  they  that  dye,  doe  nether  loue  nor  hate. 

Nath'lefle  to  thee  thy  folly  I  forgiue, 

And  to  myfeIfe,andto  accurfedfate 

The  guilt  I  doe  afcribc:  deare  wifedom  bought  too  late. 

O  whatauailesit  ofimmortallfeed 
To  beene  ybredd  and  neuer  borne  to  dye  ? 
Farre  better  I  it  deeme  to  die  with  fpecd, 
Then  waftc  in  woe  and  waylfull  miferye. 

Who 
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Who  dyes  the  vtmoft  dolor  doth  abyc, 
But  who  that  Lues,  is  lefre  to  waile  his  lofft  ; 
So  life  is  loffe ,  and  death  tchcity. 
Sad  life  worfe  then  glad  death;  and  greater  crofTe 
Tofeefrendsgrauc;thedeadthe  grauefeifto  engrofTe. 

But  if  the  heauens  did  his  dayes  enuie, 
And  my  fhort  Wis  maligne,  yet  mote  they  well 
Thus  much  afford  me,  ere  that  he  did  die 
That  the  dim  eies  of  my  dzaxcMarinell 
I  mote  haueclofed,and  him  bed  farewell, 
Sith  other  offices  for  mother  meet 
They  would  notgraunr. 
Yett  maulgre  them  farewell,  my  fwceteft  fweer, 

Farewell  my  fweeteft  fonne,  till  we  againe  may  meet. 

Thus  when  they  all  hadforowed  their  fill, 
They  fofcly  gan  to  fearch  his  griefly  wo'wnd: 
And  that  they  might  him  handle  more  at  will, 
They  him  difarmd,  and  fpredding  on  the  gro  wnd 
Their  watchet  mantles  frindgd  with  filuerrownd, 
They  foftly  wipt  away  the gelly  blood 
From  th'orifice ;  which  hauing  well  vpbownd, 
They  pourd  in  foucraine  balmc,  and  Neftar  good, 

Good  both  for  erthly  m  ed'eine,  and  for  heuenly  food. 

Tho  when  thelilly  handed  Liagorc, 

(This  LUgore  wh  ilomc  had  learned  skill 

In  leaches  craft,  by  grear  Apfolhes  lore, 

Sith  her  w hilome  vpon  high  PindushiW, 

He  lotied,  and  at  laft  her  wombe  did  fill 
•  With  heuenly  feed,  whereofwife/^fprong) 

Did  feele  his  pulfe,  fheeknew  their  ftaied  ftill 

Some  litle  life  his  feeble  fprites  emong; 
Which  to  his  mother  told,  defpeyre  fhe fro  her  flong. 

Tho 
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Tho  vp  him  taking  in  their  tender  hands, 
They  cafely  vnto  her  charett  beare: 
Her  tcme  at  her  commaundement  quiet  (lands, 
Whiles  they  thecorfeinto  her  wagon  reare, 
And  ftrowe  withflowres  the  lamentable  beare: 
Then  all  the  reft  into  their  coches  dim, 
And  through  the  brackifh  waues  their  pafTage  flicar; 
Vpon  great  Neptunes  necke  they  fofcly  fwim, 
And  to  her  watry  chamber  fwiftly  carry  him. 

Deepe  in  the  bottome  of  the  fea3  her  bowre 
Is  built  of  hollow  billo wes  heaped  hyc, 
Like  to  thicke  clouds,that  threat  a  ftormy  fhowrc, 
And  vauted  all  within,  like  to  the  Skye, 
In  which  the  Gods  doe  dwell  eternally : 
There  they  him  laide  in  eafy  couch  well  dightj 
And  fent  in  hafte for  Tryphon,  to  apply 
Salues  to  his  wounds,  and  medicines  of  might: 

For  Try?  fan  of  fca  gods  the  foueraine  leach  is  Eight. 

Tht  whiles  the  Nymphs  fitt  all  about  him  rownd, 
Lamenting  his  mifhap  and  heauy  plight^ 
And  ofte  his  mother  vewing  his  wide  wownd, 
Curfed  the  hand,  that  did  fo  deadly  fmight 
.  Her  deareft  fonne,  her  deareft  harts  delight. 
But  none  of  all  thofc  curfes  ouertooke 
The  warlike  Maide,  th'enfample  of  that  might, 
But  faircly  well  (hee  thryud,  and  well  did  brooke 

Her  noble  deed^ne  her  right  courfe  for  ought  forfooke. 

Yet  did  falfe  Archimtge  her  ftill  purfe w, 
To  bring  to  pafle  his  mifchieuous  intent, 
Now  that  he  had  her  finglcd  from  the  crew 
Of  courteous  knights,  the  Prince,  and  Fary  gent, 

'  Whomc 
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Whom  late  in  chace  of  beauty  excellent 
Sheelefte,  purfewing  that  fame  fofter  ftrong; 
Of  whole  fowle  outrage  they  impatient, 
And  full  of  firy  zele,  him  followed  long, 
To  reske vv  her  from  fhame,and  to  reucngc  her  wrong. 

Through  thick  and  thin  ^through  mountains  &  through 
Thole  two  gret  chapions  did  attoncepurfew  fplayns* 
The  fearefull  damzellj  with  inceiTantpayns: 
Whofrom  them  fled,as  light-foot  hare  from  vcw 
Of  hunter  fwifte,  and  fent  of  howndes  crew. 
Atlaft  they  came  vnto  a  double  way, 
Where,  doubtfull  which  to  take,  her  to  reskew,, 
T  hemfelues  they  did  difpart,  each  to  allay, 

Whether  more  happy  were,to  winfo  goodly  pray* 

But  Ttmias,  the  Princes  gentle  Squyrc, 
That  Ladies  loue  vnto  his  Lord  forlen^ 
And  with  proud  enuy,and  indignant  yre., 
After  that  wicked  fofter  fiercely  went. 
So  beene  they  three  three  fondry  wayes  y bent. 
But  fayreft  fortune  to  the  Prince  befell, 
Whofechaunceitwas,  thatfoone  he  did  repent^ 
To  take  that  way,  in  which  that  Damozcll 

Was  fledd  afore,  affraid  of  him,  as  feend  of  hell 

At  laft  of  her  far  of  he  gained  vcw: 

Thengan  hefreihly  pricke  his  fomy  ftcad> 

Andeuer  as  henighertoherdrew, 

So  euermorc  he  didincreafe  hisfpecd, 

And  of  each  turning  flill  kept  wary  heed: 

Alo wd  to  her  he  oftentimes  did  call, 

To  doe  away  vaine  doubt,  and  needleflc  dreed: 

Full  myld  to  her  he  fpake,  and  oft  let  fall 

Many  meeke  wordes^to  flay  and  comfort  her  wichalll 

But 
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But  nothing  might  relent  her  hafty  flight; 

So  dcepe  the  deadly  feare  of  that  foulc  fvraine 

W as  earft  impreffed  in  her  gentle  fpright: 

Like  as  a  fearefull  Doue,  which  through  the  raine, 

Of  the  wide  ayre  her  way  does  cut  amaine, 

Hauing  farre  offefpyde  a  Taffell  gent. 

Which  after  her  his  nimble  winges  doth  ftraine, 

Doubleth  her  haft  for  feare  to  bee  for-hent, 

And  with  her  pineons  clcaucs  the  liquid  firmament. 

With  no  lefle  haft,  and  eke  with  no  lefle  dreed, 
That  fearefull  Ladiefledd  from  him^that  mcnt 
To  hernoeuill  thought?noreuilldeed; 
Yet  former  feare  of  being  fowly  fhcnt> 
,  Carried  her  forward  with  her  firft  intent: 
And  though  oft  looking  backward,  well  fhe  vewde, 
Her  felfe  freed  from  that  fofter  infolent. 
And  that  it  was  a  knight,which  now  her  (ewde, 

Yet  fhe  no  leffe  the  knight  feard, then  that  villein  rude. 

His  vncouth  fhie!d  and  ftraunge  armcs  her  difraayd, 
Whofe  likein  Faery  lond  were  feldom  fecne, 
Thatfaft  fhe  from  him  fledd,no  lefle  afrayd, 
Then  of  wilde  beaflestffhe  had  chafed  becne: 
Yet  he  her  followd  ftill  with  coragc  keene, 
So  longthat  now  thegolden  Hefpems 
Was  mounted  high  in  top  of  heauen  fheene, 
And  warnd  his  other  brethren  ioyeous, 

To  light  their  blefled  lamps  in  low  eternall  hous. 

Allfuddeinly  dim  wox  the  dampifh  ayre, 

And  griefly  fhadowes  couercd  heauen  bright. 
That  now  with  choufand  ftarres  was  decked  fayre; 
Which  when  the  Prince  beheld,  a  lothfull  fight, 

And 
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And  that  pcrforcc,for  want  of  Icngcr  light, 
He  motcfurceaffc  his  fuit.and  lofc  the  hope 
Of  his  long  labour,  he  ganfowly  wyte 
His  wicked  fortune,  that  had  turnd  aflopc, 

And  curfed  nighty  thatrcfefrom  him  fo  goodly  fcopc. 

Tho  when  her  wayes  he  could  no  more  defcry, 
But  to  and  fro  at  difauenture  ftrayd; 
Like  as  aihip^whofe  Lodeftar  fuddeinly 
Couered  with  cloudes,  her  Pilott  hath  difmayd, 
His  wearsome  purfuit  perforce  he  ftayd, 
And  from  hisloftie  ftecd  difmountinglow, 
Did  let  him  forage.  Downc  himfelfe  he  layd 
Vpon  the  grafly  ground,  to  fleepe  a  throw- 

The  cold  earth  was  his  couch^he  hard  ftcele  his  pilldw. 

But  gentle  Slecpe  enuydc  him  any  reft; 
In  ftead  thereof  fad  forow,and  difdaine 
Of  his  hard  hap  did  vexe  his  noble  breft, 
And  thoufand  fancies  bett  his  ydlc  braync 
With  their  light  wingS)the  fights  of  fcmblants  vainc: 
Oft  did  he  wifli,  that  Lady  faire  mote  bee 
His  faery  Queene,  for  whom  he  did  complainc: 
Or  chat  his  Faery  Queene  were  fuch.as  fhee: 

And  euer  hafty  Night  he  blamed  bitterlie. 

Night  thou  foule  Mother  of  annoyaunce  fad, 
Sifter  of  heauie  death,  and  nourfe  of  woe, 
Which  waft  begot  in  heaucn,  but  for  thy  bad 
And  brucifh  fhape  thruft  downe  to  hell  below, 
Whereby  the  grim  floud  of  Cocytus  flow 
Thy  dwelling  is,  in  Herebus  black  hous, 
(Black  Herebus  thy  husband  is  the  foe 
Of  all  the  Ga>ds)  where  thou  vngratious, 

Halfc  of  thy  d  *yes  docft  lead  in  honour  hideous. 

What 
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What  had  th'eternall  Maker  nccdofthcc, 
The  world  in  his  continuall  courfe  to  keepe, 
That  doeft  all  thinges  deface,ne  letteft  fee 
The  beau  tie  of  his  worke?  Indeed  in  fleepe 
The  flouthfnll  body,  that  doth  loue  to  fteep 
His  luftlefle  limbcs,and  drowne  his  bafer  mind, 
Doth  praife  thee  oft,and  oft  from  Stygian  deepe 
Calles  thee,  his  goddefle  in  his  crrour  blind,  (kind. 

And  great  Dame  Natures  handmaide;chearing  cuery 

But  well  I  wote,that  to  an  heauy  hart 

Thou  art  the  roote  and  nourfe  of  bitter  cares, 
Breeder  of  new,renewer  of  old  fmarts: 
In  ftead  of  reft  thou  lendeft  rayling  tcarcs, 
Inftead  of  fleepe  thou  fendeft  troublous  feares, 
And  dreadfull  vifions,in  the  which  aliue 
The  dreary  image  of  fad  death  appeares: 
So  from  the  wearie  fpirit  thou  doeft  driuc 

Defired  reft,  and  men  ofhappinefledepriue* 

Vndcr  thy  mantle  black  there  hidden  lye. 
Light-  fhonning  thcfte5and  traiterous  intent, 
Abhorred  bloodi"hcd5and  vile  felony, 
Shamefull  deGeipt,and  diunger  imminent^ 
Fowle  horror  >and  eke  hcllifh  drcriment: 
All  thefe  I  wote  in  thy  prote&ion  bee, 
And  light  doc  flionnc,  for  fearc  of  being  Qient: 


And  all  that  lewdncffe  loue,doe  hate  the  light  to  fee. 

For  day  difcoucrs  all  difhoneft  wayes, 
And  fhevreth  each  thing,as  it  is  in  deed: 
The  prayfes  of  high  God  he  faire  difplaycs, 
And  his  large  bountie  rightly  doth  aieed. 
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The  children  of  day  be  the  blefled  feed, 
Which  darknefle  fhall  fubduc.and  heauen  win: 
Truth  is  his  daughter;  he  her  firft  did  breed, 
Mo[tfacredvirgin,witho!itfpotoffinne. 

Our  life  is  day,  but  death  with  darknefle  doth  begin. 

°  aH j1Wi11  day  then  turne  to  meagaine, 
And  bring  with  him  his  long  expected  light? 
U  Titav>ha.(t  to  reare  thy  ioyous  wainc- 
Speed  thee  to  fpred  abroad  thy  beames  briVht> 
And  chace  away  this  too  longlingring  nigfit, ' 
Chace  her  away/rom  whence  (he  came^o  hell. 
SJic,llie  it  is,  that  hath  mcdone  defpieht: 
A  nTCrf  i her  With  thedam"ed  fpirits  dwell, 
And  yield  her  ro  wme  to  day,  that  can  it  gouerne  well. 

ThIn  S  ff  PrinCe/|hat r an'C  ni§ht 
•  In<-ertlcfleangui(TiandvnquietPaine: 
And I  earely,ere  the  morrow  did  vpreare 
His  deawy  head  oat  of  the  Ocem  maine, 
He  vp  arofe,as  halfcin  great  difdaine, 
And  clombe  vnto  his  fteed.  So  forth  he  went, 
Inti f"7  IO,°kC  and  lumPifll  P3c^atplain« 
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Prince  Arthur  heares  ofFlorimell: 


three  fofters  Timias  Veottnd, 
Belphebefindes  him  almoftdead. 


and  rear eth  ont  offiwnd. 


Ondcr  itis  to  fee,  in  diuerfe  mindes, 


VV  How  diucrfly  loue  doth  his  pageaunts  play, 
And  fhewes  his  powrc  in  variable  kindes: 
The  bafer  wit,whofe  ydle  thoughts  alway 
Are  wont  to  cleauevnto  the  lowly  clay, 
It  ftirrcth  vp  to  fenfuall  defire, 
And  in  lewd  flouth  to  waft  his  carclcffc  day: 
But  in  braue  fprite  it  kindles  goodly  fire, 
That  to  all  high  defert  and  honour  doth  afpirc. 

Ne  fuffcreth  it  vncomcly  idleneflfc, 

In  his  free  thought  to  build  her  fluggifo  neft: 

Ne  fuffereth  it  thought  ofvngcntlencflc, 

Euerto  creepe  into  his  noble  breft, 

But  to  the  higheft  and  the  worthiefl: 

Lifteth  it  vp ,  that  els  would  lowly  fall: 

It  lettes  not  fall,it  lcttcs  it  not  to  reft: 

It  le  ttes  not  fcarfe  this  Prince  to  breath  at  all, 

But  to  his  firft  pourfuit  him  forward  ftill  doth  call. 

Who  long  time  wandrcd  through  the  foreft  wyde, 
To  finde  fome  ifTuc  thence ,  till  that  at  laft 
He  met  a  Dwarfc,  that  feemed  terrifyde 
With  fome  late  penll,  which  he  hardly  paft7 


Or 
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Or  other  accident,  which  him  aghaft; 
Of  whom  he  asked,  whence  he  lately  came, 
And  whether  now  he  traueiled  fo  faft : 
For  fore  he  fwat,  and  ronning  through  that  fame 
Thicke  foreft,was  befcracht,  &  both  his  feet  nigh  lame. 

Panting  for  brcath3and  almoft  outof  hart, 
The  Dwarfc  him  anfwerd,  Sir^Il  mote  I  ftay 
To  tell  the  fame.  I  lately  did  depart 
From  Faery  court,  where  I  haue  many  a  day 
Scrued  a  gentle  Lady  of  greatfway, 
And  high  accompt  through  out  all  Elfin  land, 
Who  lately  left  the  fame ,  and  tooke  this  way  : 
Her  now  I  fceke,  and  if  ye  vnderftand 

Which  way  fhe  fared  hath,  good  Sir  tell  out  of  hand. 

.What  mifter  wight,  (faidc  he) and  how  arayd> 
Royally  clad  (quoth  he)  in  cloth  of  gold, 
As  mceteft  may  befecme  a  noble  mayd^ 
Her  faire  lockes  in  rich  circlet  be  enrold, 
A  fayrer  wight  did  neucr  Sunne  behold, 
And  on  a  Palfrey  rydes  more  white  then  fnow, 
Yet  fhc  her  felfe  is  whiter  manifold :  , 
The  fureft  figne,  whereby  ye  may  her  know, 

Is,thatfheis  the  faircft  wight  aliue,I trow. 

Now  certes  fwaine  ((aide he)  fuch  one  I  wcene, 
Faft  flying  through  this  foreft  from  her  fo, 
A  foule  ill fauoured  fofter,  I  haue  feene 5 
Her  felfe,  well  as  I  might,  I  reskevtf  d  tho, 
But  could  not  ftay ;  fo  faft  fhe  did  foregoc, 
Carried  away  with  wings  of  fpeedy  feare. 
Ah  deareftGod  (quoth  he )  that  is  great  woe, 
And  wondrous  ruth  to  all, that  fhall  it  heare. 

But  can  ye  read  Sir;ho\v  I  may  her  finde,  or  where* 

G  g  Per«dy 
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Perdy  me  lcucr  were  to  weeten  that, 

fSaidehe)  thenranfomeof  the  richefl:  knight, 
Or  all  the  good  that  euer  yet  I  gat  : 
But  froward  fortune,and  too  forward  Night 
Such  happineflTe  did,mau!gre,to  me  fpight, 
And  fro  me  reft  both  life  and  light  attonc. 
But  Dwarfc  aread,  what  is  that  Lady  bright. 
That  through  this  forrefhvandrcth  thus  alone-, 

For  of  her  errour  ftraungc  I  haue  great  ruth  and  mone. 

That  Ladie  is  ( quoth  he)  where  fo  fhe  bee, 
Thebountieft  virgin,  and  moft  debonaire, 
That  euer  liuing  eye  I  weene  did  fee  j 
Liues  none  this  day,  that  may  with  her  compare 
In  ftedfaft  chaftitie  and  vertue  rare. 
The  goodly  ornaments  of  beau  tie  bright^ 
And  is  ycleped  Tlorimcll  the  fay  re, 
Faire  F  lorime/Ibelou'd  of  many  a  knight, 

Yet  fhc  loues  none  but  one,  that  Mxr  'mell  is  highr. 

A  Sea-nymphesfonne,  that  Marinelt  is  highr, 
Of  my  deare  Dame  is  loued  dearely  wells 
In  other  none.but  him,fhe  fcts  delight, 
All  her  delight  is  fet  on  Mar  well ; 
But  he  fets  nought  at  all  by  Flcrimell  : 
For  Ladies  loue  his  mother  long  ygoc 
Did  him, they  fay,  forwarne  through  facred  fpcll. 
But  fame  now  flies,  that  of  a  forreine  foe 

He  is  yflaine,  which  is  the  ground  of  all  our  woe* 

Fiue  daies  there  be,  fince  hc(thcy  fay)  was  flaine, 
And  fo  wrc,  fince  Florimeil  the  Court  forwent, 
And  vowed  neuer  to  rcturne  againe, 
Till  him  aliue  or  dead  fhe  did  inucnt. 

There- 
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Therefore,  fairc  Sir,  for  loue  of  knighthood  gent, 
And  honour  of  trcw  Ladies,  if  ye  may 
B v  your  good  council,  or  bold  hardimcnt, 
Orfuccour  her,  ormcdired  the  way, 
Do  one,  or  other  good,l  you  moft  humbly  pray. 

So  may  ye  gainc  to  you  full  great  renowme, 
Of  all  good  Ladies  through  the  world  fb  wide, 
And  haply  in  her  hart  finde  highefl:  rowmc, 
Of  whom  ye  feckcto  be  moltmagnifide : 
At  Icaft  eternall  meede  fhaU  you  abide. 
To  whom  the  Prince  •,  Dwarfe,  comfort  to  thee  take, 
For  till  thou  tidings  Iearne,  what  her  betide, 
I  here  auo w  thee  neucr  to  forfake. 

IU  weares  he  armcs,  that  nill  them  vfe  for  Ladies  fake. 

So  with  the  D  warfe  he  backc  retourn'd  againe, 
To  feeke  his  Lady,  where  he  mote  her  findej 
But  by  the  way  he  greatly  gan  complainc 
The  want  of  his  good  Squire  late  left  bchinde, 
For  whom  he  wondrous  penfiue  grew  in  minde, 
For  doubt  of  daungcr,  which  motehim  betide^ 
For  him  he  loucd  abouc  all  mankinde, 
Hauing  him  trew  and  faithfull  eucr  tride, 

And  bold,  as  euer  Squyre  that  waited  by  knights  fide. 

Who  all  this  whilefull  hardly  was  aflayd 
Of  deadly  daunger,  which  to  him  betidd  • 
For  whiles  his  Lord  purfewd  that  noble  Mayd, 
After  that  foflerfowlc  he  fiercely  ridd, 
To  bene  aucnged  of  the  ftiame,  he  did 
TothatfaireDamzcli:Himhcchacedlong  (hid 
Through  the  thicke  woods,  wherein  he  would  hauc 
His  fhamcfull  head  from  his  auengementftrong, 

And  oft  him  threatned  death  for  his  outrageous  wrong. 

Gg  2  Nathleflc 
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Nathlcfle  the  villein  fped  hfciifelfe  fo  well, 

Whether  through  fwiftnefleof  his  fpecdie  beaft; 

Or  knowledge  ot  thofe  woods,  where  he  did  dwell* 

That  fliortly  he  from  daunger  was  releaft, 

And  out  of  fight  efcaped  at  the  leaft; 
*    Yet  not  efcaped  from  the  dew  rew  ard 

Of  his  bad  dcedes,  which  daily  he  increaff, 

Nc  ceafed  not,  till  him  opprefled  hard 
The  heairie  plague,that  for  fuch  leachours  is  prepard* 

For  foone  as  he  was  vanifht  out  of  fight, 
His  coward  courage  gan  emboldned  bee, 
And  caft  t'auenge  him  of  that  fowle  delpight, 
Which  he  had  borne  of  his  bold  enimee. 
Tho  to  his  brethren  came :  for  they  were  three 
Vngratious  children  of  one  graceleflelyre, 
And  vnto  them  complayned,  how  that  he 
Had  vfed  beencof  thatfoolehardie  Squyrcj 

So  them  with  bitter  words  he  ftird  to  bloodieyrc. 

Forthwith  themfelues  with  their  fad  inftruments 
Of  fpoyle  and  murder  they  gan  arme  byliue, 
And  with  him  foorth  into  thefoireft  went, 
To  wreake  the  wrath,  which  he  did  earft  reuiuc 
In  their  fterne  brefts,  on  him  which  late  did  driue 
Their  brother  to  reproch  and  (hamefull  flight  : 
For  they  had  vow'd,  that  neucr  he  aliuc 
Out  of  that  foreft  fliould  efcape  their  migh  t; 

Vile  rancour  their  rude  harts  had  fild  with  fuch  defpighr 

Within  that  wood  there  was  a  couert  glade, 
Foreby  a  narrow  foord,  to  them  wefl  knownc, 
Through  which  it  was  vneath  for  wight  to  madcj 
And  now  by  fortune  it  was  ouerflo  wne: 
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By  that  fame  way  they  knew  that  Squyre  vnknowne 
Mote  algates  paflc;  for  thy  themfelues  they  fct 
There  in  awair,  with  thicke  woods  ouer  growne, 
And  all  the  while  their  malice  they  did  whet 
With  cruell  threats,his  paflage  through  the  ford  to  let. 

It  fortuned,  as  they  deufzed  had, 

The  gentle  Squyre  came  ryding  that  fame  way, 
Vnweeting  of  their  wile  and  treafon  bad, 
And  through  the  ford  to  paffen  did  allay; 
But  that  fierce  fofter,  which  late  fled  away. 
Stoutly  foorth  flepping  on  the  further  fhore, 
Him  boldly  bad  his  paflage  there  to  ftay, 
Till  he  had  made  amends,  and  full  reftorc 

For  all  the  damage,  which  he  had  him  doen  afore. 

With  that  at  him  a  quiuring  dart  he  threw, 
With  fo  fell  force  and  villeinous  defpitc, 
That  through  his  haberieon  the  forkehead  flew, 
And  through  the  linked  mayles  empicrced  quite, 
But  had  now  po wre  in  his  foft  flefh  to  bite : 
That  ftroke  the  hardy  Squire  did  fore  difplcafc, 
But  more  that  him  he  could  not  come  to  (mite; 
For  by  no  meanes  the  high  banke  he  could  feafc, 

But  labour'd  long  in  that  dcepe  ford  with  vainc  difcafe. 

m 

And  ftill  the  fofter  with  his  long  bore-fpeare 

Him  kept  from  landing  at  his  wifhed  will, 

Anone  oneient  out  of  the  thicket  nearc 

A  cruell  (haft,  headed  with  deadly  ill, 

Andfethered  with  an  vnlucky quill; 

The  wicked  ftecle  ftayd  not ,  till  it  did  light 

In  his  left  thigh ,  and  deepcly  did  it  thrill  ; 

Exceeding griefe  that  wound  in  him  empight, 
But  more  that  with  his  foes  he  could  noccome  to  fight. 

Gg  3  At 
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At  laft  through  wrath  and  vengcaunce  making  way, 
He  on  the  bancke  arryud  with  mickle  payae, 
Where  the  third  brother  him  did  fore  allay, 
And  drove  at  him  with  all  his  m  ight  an  d  mayne 
Aforcftbill,  which  both  his  hands  did  flrayne^ 
But  warily  he  did  auoide  the  blow, 
And  with  his  fpeare  requited  him  agayne, 
That  both  his  fides  were  thrilled  with  the  throw, 

And  a  large  ftreame  of  flood  out  of  the  wound  did  flow. 

He  tomblingdowne,  with  gnafhing  teeth  did  bite 
The  bitter  earth,  and  bad  to  lett  him  in 
Into  the  balefull  houfe  of  endlefle  nighf, 
Where  wicked  ghofts  doc  waile  their  lormerfiru. 
Tho  gan  the  battaile  frefhly  to  begin; 
For  natherot  re  for  thatff>cd:ac!c  bad, 
Did  th'other  two  their  cruell  vengeaunce  Win, 
But  both  attonce  on  both  fides  him  beftad, 

And  load  vpon  him  layd,  his  We  for  to  haue  had., 

Tho  when  that  villayn  he  aub'd,  which  late 

Affrighted  had  the  faireft  Fiorimelly 

Full  of  fiers  fury,  and  indignant  hate,, 

To  him  he  turned,  and  with  rigor  fell 

Smote  him  fo  rudely  on  t^c  Pannikell, 
-Sfcat  to  the  chin  he  clefte  his  head  in  twaine: 

X)owne  on  the  ground  his  carkas  grouelingfellj- 

His  finfullfowle  with  defperate  difdaine, 
Out  of  her  flcfhly  ferme  fled  to  the  place  of  pa  inc. 

That  feeing  now  the  only  lait  of  three, 

Who  wkh  that  wicked  lTiaftc  him  wounded  had, 
Trembling  with  horror,  as  that  did  forefee 
ThefearcfuUend  of  his  auengemcnt&d, 

Through 
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Through  which  he  follow  fhould  his  brethren  bad, 
His  booteleflc  bow  in  feeble  hand  vpcaught, 
And  therewith  fhott  an  arrow  at  the  lad; 
Which  fayndy  fluttring,fcarce  his  helmet  raught, 

And  glauncingfelto  ground^  but  him  annoyed  naught* 

With  that  he  would  haue  fled  into  the  wood; 
But  Ttmias  him  lightly  ouerhent,  • 
Right  as  he  entring  was  into  the  flood, 
And  ftrooke  at  him  with  force  fo  violent, 
That  headlefle  him  into  the  foord  he  fcnt  : 
The  carcas  with  the  ftreame  was  carried  downe, 
But  th'head  fell  backc  ward  on  the  Continent, 
So  mifchief  fel  vpon  the  meaners  cro  wncj  (rfenownc 

They  three  be  dead  with  iTiame,the  Squire  liucs  with 

He  liucs,  but  takes  fmall  io/  of  his  reno  wne; 
For  of  that  cruell  wound  he  bled  fo  fore, 
That  from  his  fteed  he  fell  in  deadly  (wowne; 
Yet  ftill  the  blood  forth  gullit  in  (b  great  ftorc, 
That  he  lay  waliowd  all  in  his  o  wne  gore. 
Now  God  thee  keepe,  thou  gentleftfquirc  aliue* 
Els  (hall  thy  louing  Lord  thee  fee  no  more, 
But  both  of  comfort  him  thou  (halt  depriue, 

And  eke  thy  felfe  of  honor,  which  thou  didft  atchiue, 

Prouidencc  hcucnly  pafleth  Kuing  th  ought, 
And  doth  for  wretched  mens  reliefe  make  way; 
For  locgreat  grace  or  fortune  thether  brought 
Comfort  to  him,  that  comfortleflc  now  lay. 
In  thofe  fame  woods,  ye  well  remember  may, 
How  that  a  noble  hunterefledid  wonnc, 
Shec  ,  that  bafe  Braggadochio  did  affray, 
And  tn  adc  jii  m  faft  out  of  th  e  f ore  ft  r  o  nne; 

Mfbccbc  was  her  name;as  faire  as  Piths funnc, 

G  g  4  Shce 
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She  on  a  day,  as  fhce  purfewd  the  chace 

Of  Tome  wildebeaft,  which  with  her  arrowes  kcenc 
She  wounded  had,  the  fame  along  did  trace 
By  trad:  of  blood,  which  fhe  had  frefhly  feene, 
To  haue  befprinckled  all  the  grafly  greenc, 
By  the  great  perfue,  which  (he  there  perceau'd, 
Well  hoped  fhec  rhe  beaft  engor'd  had  bcenc, 
And  made  more  hafte,  the  life  to  haue  bereav'd: 

But  ahjhetexpe&ation  greatly  was  deceau'd, 

Shorcly  Hie  came,whereas  that  woefuIJ  Squire 
With  blood deforwed,  lay  in  deadly  fwowrid: 
In  whofefaireeyes,  like  lamps  of  quenched  fire. 
The  Chriftall  humor  flood  congealed  rownd* 
His  locks,  like  faded  leaues  fallen  to  grownd, 
Knotted  with  blood  ,in  bounches  rudely  ran, 
And  his  fwecte  lips,  on  which  before  that  ftownd 
The  bud  of  youth  to  blofTome  faire  began, 

Spoild  of  their  rofy  red,  were  woxen  pale  and  wan. 

Saw  ncucr  liuing  cie  more  hcauy  fight, 

That  could  haue  made  arocke  of  ftonc  to  rew, 
Or  riuc  in  twaine:  which  when  that  Lady  bright 
Bcfidcs  all  hope  with  melting  cics  did  vcw, 
Andfuddeinly  abaflicflieechaunged  hew,  « 
All  with  fterne  horror  backward  gan  to  ftart: 
But  when  fhec  bitter  him  beheld ,  ftiec  grew 
Full  of  fofe  paflion  and  vnwontcd  fmart: 

The  point  of  pitty  perced  through  her  tender  hart, 

Meekely  fliee  bowed  downe,  to  weete  if  life 
Yen  in  his  frofervmcmbers  did  rcmainc, 
And  feeling  by  his  pulfes  beating  rife, 
That  the  weake  fowlc  her  feat  did  yctt  rctaine, 

Shee 
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She  caft  to  comfort  him  wich  bufy  paine: 
His  double  folded  necke  ftie  reard  vpright. 
And  rubd  his  temples,  and  each  trembling  vaine* 
His  mayled  habeneon  (he  did  vndighc, 
And  from  his  head  his  heauy  burganecdid  light. 

Into  the  woods  thenceforth  in  hafte  fliee  went, 

To  feeke  for  hearbes,  that  mote  him  remedy; 

For  fliee  of  herbes  had  great  intendiment, 

Taught  of  the  Ny  mphe,  which  from  her  infancy 

Her  nourced  had  in  tre w  Nobility : 

There,  whether  yc  diuine  Tobacco  were, 

Or  Pantch&a ,  or  Polygony, 

Shee  fownd,  and  brought  it  to  her  patient  deare 
Who  al  chis  while  lay  bleciingout  his  hart-blood  ncarc. 

The  fouerainc  wecde  betwixt  two  marbles  plainc 
Shee  powndcdfmall,  and  did  in  peeees  bruze. 
And  then  atwecne  her  lilly  handes  twaine, 
Into  his  wound  the  iuice  thereof  did  (cnue, 
And  roundabout,  as  fhc  could  well  it  vze, 
The  flefh  therewith  fliee  fuppled  and  did  Itecpe, 
Tabatc  all  fpafmc,  and  foke  the  fwelling  bruzc, 
And  after  hauing fearcht  the  intufe  deepe, 

She  with  her  fcarf  did  bind  the  woud  fro  cold  to  keepe 

By  this  hchadfWeet  liferecur'd  agayne,  > 
And  groning  inly  deepe,  at  laft  his  eies, 
His  watry  cies,drizling  like  deawy  raync, 
He  vp  gan  lifte  toward  the  azure  skies, 
From  whence  defcend  all  hopeleflc  remedies 
Therewith  he  figh'd,  and  turning  him  afide, 
The  goodly  Maide  fulof  diuinities, 
And  gifts  of  heauenly  grace  he  by  him  fpidc, 

Her  bow  and  gilden  quiuer  lying  him  befidc, 

Mcrcf 
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Mercy  deare  Lord  (faid  he)  what  grace  is  this, 
That  thou  haft  fhewed  to  me  finfull  wight, 
To  fend  thine  Angell  from  her  bowrcof  blis, 
To  comfort  me  in  my  diftrefTed  plight? 
Angell,  or  Goddeffe  doe  I  call  thee  right  ? 
Whatfcruice  may  I  doe  vnto  thee  meete, 
That  haft  from  darkenes  meteturnd  to  light, 
And  with  thyheuenly  falues  and  med'eincsfweete, 

Haftdreft  my  finfull  wounds?  IkilTethyblefTedfeetc. 

Thereat  flic  blufhingdid,  Ah  gentle  Squire, 
Nor  Goddefle  I,  nor  Angell,  but  the  May  dt 
And  daughter  of  a  woody  Nymphc^efirc 
No  feruice,  but  thy  fafcty  and  ayd, 
Which  if  thou  gaine,  I  fhalbe  well  apayd. 
Wee  mortall  wights,  whofc  liucs  and  fortunes  bee 
Toeommun  accidents  ftil  open  hyd, 
Are  bownd  with  comraun  bond  of  frailtee, 

To  fuccor  wretched  wights,  whom  we  captiued  fee, 

3 y  this  her  Damzells,  which  the  former  chace 
Had  vndertaken  after  her,  arryu'd, 
As  did  BelpMe,  in  the  bloody  place, 
And  thereby  deemd  the  beaft  had  bene  depriu'd 
Of  life,  whom  late  their  ladies  arrow  ryu'd: 
For  thy  the  bloody  tra&  they  followd  faft. 
An  d  euery  one  to  ronne  the  fwifteft  ftry  u'd$ 
But  two  of  them  the  reft  far  ouerpaft, 
And  where  their  Lady  was,  arriued  at  the  laft- 

Where  when  they  faw  that  goodly  boy,  with  blood 
Dcfowled,and  their  Lady  drefie  his  wownd, 
They  wondred  much,  and  fhortly  vnderftood, 
How  him  in  deadly  cafe  theyr  Lady  fowfcd, 

Aad 
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And  rcskcwed  out  of  the  heauy  ftownd. 
Eftfoones  his  warlike  courfer,  which  was  flrayd 
Farre  in  the  woodcs,  whiles  that  he  lay  in  fwowncf, 
She  made  thofe  Damzels  fcarch,which  being  ftayrJ, 
They  did  him  fet  theron,and  forth  with  them  conuay d* 

Into  that  foreft  farre  they  thence  him  led, 
Where  wastheirdwelling,in  apleafantgladc, 
With  mountaines  rownd  aboutenuironed, 
And  mighcie  woodes,  which  did  the  valley  flude* 
And  like  a  (lately  Theatre  ic  made, 
Spreading  ic  (elfe  into  a  fpatious  plains* 
And  id  the  midft  a  little  riuerplaidc 
Emongft  the  pumy  ftoncs,  which  feemd  to  plaine 

With  getle  mnrmure^hat  their  courf  they  did  rcftrainc. 

Befidcthe  fame  a  dainty  place  there  lay,, 
Planted  with  mirtle  trees  and  laurcils  greene,, 
In  which  the  birds  fotig  many  a  lonely  lay 
Of  gods  high  praifc,  and  of  their  fweet  loucs  tccnc, 
As  it  an  earthly  Paradize  had  beene: 
In  whofc  endofed  fhadow  there  waspight 
A  fairc  Pauilion,  fcarcely  to  be fcene, 
The  which  wasal  within  moft  richly  dight, 

That  grcaceft  Princes  liking  ic  mote  well  delight.. 

Thether  they  brought  that  wounded  Sqiiyre,andJayd 
In  eafie  couch  his  feeble  limbes  to  reft , 
Herefted  him  a  while,  and  then  the  Mayd 
His  readie  wound  with  better  falues  new  dreft* 
Daily  (Tie  dreiled  him,  and  dfd  the  beft 
His  grieuous  hurt  to  guarifh,  that  (he  mighty 
That  fliortly  (he  his  dolour  hach  redreft, 
And  his  foule  (ore  reduced  co  faire  plight  i 

It(hereduced,biuhimfelfcdeftroyed  cjuight. 

OfoCK 
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O  foolifh  phyfick,  and  vnfruitfull  paine,  / 
That  healcs  vp  one  arid  makes  another  wound: 
She  his  hurt  thigh  to  him  recurd  againe, 
But  hurt  his  hart,  the  which  before  was  found, 
Through  an  vnwary  dart,  which  did  rebownd 
From  her  f aire  eyes  and  gratious  countenaunce. 
What  bootes  it  him  from  death  to  be  vnbownd, 
To  be  captiued  in  endleflTe  duraunce 

Offorrow  and  defpeyrc  without  aleggcaunce? 

Still  as  his  wound  did  gather,  and  grow  hole. 
So  ftill  his  hart  woxe  forehand  health  decayd: 
Madneffe  to  faue  a  part,  and  lofe  the  whole. 
Still  whenas  he  beheld  the  heauenly  Mayd, 
Whiles  dayly  playfters  to  his  wownd  fhe  layd, 
So  ftill  his  Malady  the  more  increafi, 
The  whiles  her  matchlefle  beautie  him  difmayd* 
Ah  God,  what  other  could  he  doe  at  leaft, 

But  loue  fo  fayre  a  Lady,  that  his  life  relcaft? 

Long  while  he  ftroue  in  his  corageous  breft, 
With  rcafbn  dew  the  pallion  to  fubdew5 
And  loue  for  to  diflodge  out  of  his  neft: 
Still  when  her  excellencies  he  did  vew, 
Her  fbueraincbountic,and  ccleftiall  hew, 
The  fame  to  loue  heftrongly  was  conftraynd: 
But  when  his  meane  cftatc  he  did  rcuew. 
He  from  fuch  hardy  boldnefle  was  reftraynd, 

And  of  his  lucklefTe  lott  and  cruel!  loue  thus  playnd. 

Vnthankfull  wretch  (faid  he)  is  this  the  meed, 
With  which  her  fouerain  mercy  thou  doeft  quight? 
Thy  life  (he  faucd  by  her  gratious  deed. 
But  thou  doeft  wecne  wkh  villeinous  defpight, 

To 
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To  blot t  her  honour,  and  her  heauenly  light. 
Dye  rather, dye,  then  fo  difloyally 
Dee  me  of  her  high  defert,or  feeme  fo  light: 
Fayre  death  it  is  to  fhonne  more  fhame,to  dy:  ' 
Dye  rather,  dy;then  euer  loue  difloyally. 

But  if  to  loue  difloyalty  it  bee, 

Shall  I  then  hate  hcr,that  from  deathes  dore 
Me  brought?  ah  farre  be  fuch  reoroch  fro  mee. 
What  can  I  lefle  doe,  then  her  loue  therefore, 
Sith  I  her  dew  reward  cannot  reftore : 
Dye  rather,  dye,and  dying  doe  her  ferue, 
Dying  her  ferue,and  lining  her  adore; 
Thy  life  i*he  gaue,  thy  life  fhc  doth  deferuc: 

Dye  rather,dye,then  euer  from  her  feruicc  fwerue. 

Butfoolifh  boy,  what  bootes  thy  feruicebace 
To  her,  to  whom  the  heuens  doe  ferue  and  few? 
Thou  a  meane  Squyre,  of  meeke  and  lowly  place 
She  heuenly  bornc,and  ofceleftiallhew. 
How  then?  of  all  loue  taketh  equall  vew: 
And  doth  not  higheft  God  vouchfafe  to  take 
The  loue  and  feruice  of  the  bafeft  crew> 
If  fhe  will  not,  dye  meekly  for  her  fake; 

Dye  rather,  dye,then  euer  fo  faireloue  forfake. 

Thus  warreid  he  long  time  againfl:  his  will, 
Till  that  through  weakneflc  he  was  forft  at  M? 
To  yield  himfelfe  vnto  the  mightie  ill: 
Which  as  a  yiftour  proud,  gan  ranfack  faft 
His  inward  partes,  and  all  his  entrayles  waft? 
That  neither  blood  in  face,  nor  life  in  hart 
It  left,  but  both  did  quite  drye  vp3and  blaftj 
As  percing  leuin,  which  the  inner  part 

Ofeuery  thing confumes^dcalcincth  by  art. 
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Which  feeing hyxcBe^taete^ffLn  to  fcare, 
Leaft  that  his  wound  were  inly  well  not  hcald, 
Or  that  the  wicked  fteelc  cmpoy  fned  were: 
Litle  fhee  wecnd,that  loue  he  clofe  conceald; 
Yet  ftill  he  wafted.as  the  fnow  congcald, 
When  the  bright  funne  his  beams  thcron  doth  beat* 
Yet  ncuer  he  his  hart  to  her  rcueald, 
But  rather  chofc  to  dye  for  foro w  great, 

Then  with  difhonorable  terracs  her  to  entreat. 

She  gracious  Lady , yet  no  paines  did  fpare, 

To  doe  him  cafe,  or  doe  him  remedy; 

Many  Refloratiues  of  vermes  rare, 

And  coftly  Cordialles  (he  did  apply, 

To  mitigate  his  ftubborne  malady: 

But  that  fwect  Cordiall,  which  can  rcftore 

A  loue-fick  hart,  (he  did  to  him  enuy; 

To  him,and  to  all  th'vnworthy  world  forlorc 
She  did  cnuy  that fouerainc  falue,  in  fecret  ftorc. 

That  daintie  Rofc,the  daughter  of  her  Morne, 
More  dearc  then  life  flic  tendered*  whofe  flowrc 
The  girlond  of  her  honour  did  adorne: 
Ne  fuffrcd  fhe  the  Middayes  fcorching  powre, 
Ne  the  fliarp  Northerne  wind  thereon  to  fto  wre, 
But  lapped  vp  her  filken  leaucs  mod  chayrc, 
Whcnfo  thefroward  skyc  began  to  lowre; 
But  foone  as  calmed  was  the  chriftall  ayre, 

She  did  it  fayre  difpred,and  let  to  florifh  fay  re. 

Eternall  God  in  his  almigh tie  powrc, 
To  make  enfample  of  his  hcauenly  grace, 
In  Paradizc  whylome  did  plant  this  flowrc; 
Whence  he  it  fetcht  out  of  her  natiucplacc, 
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And  did  in  ftocke  of  earthly  flefh  enrace, 
That  mortall  men  her  glory  fhould  admyre 
In  gentle  Ladies  brefte3and  bounteous  race 
Of  woman  kinditfayreft  flowre  doth  fpyre/ 
And  beareth  fruit  of  honour  and  all  chaft  defyrc. 

Fayre  y  mpes  of  beau  tic,  whofe  bright  rtiining  beames 
Adorne  the  world  with  like  to  heauenly  light, 
And  to  your  willes  both  royalties  and  Reames 
Subdew,  through  coqueft  of  your  wondrous  might 
With  this  fayre  flowre  your  goodly  girlonds  dight, 
Of  chaftity  and  vertue  virginall, 
That  fliall  cmbcllini  more  your  beau  tie  bright, 
And  crowne  your  heades  with  heauenly  coronall, 

Such  as  the  Angels  were  before  Gods  tribunall. 

Toyourefaircfeluesafaircenfampleframe, 
Of  this  fairc  virgin,  this  Belphebe  fayre, 
To  whom  in  perfeaiouc3and  fpotleffefame 
Of chaftitie,  none  liuing  may  compayre: 
Nc  poyfnous  Enuy  iuftiy  can  cmpayre 
Theprayfe  of  her  frefh  flowringMaydenhead^ 
For  thy  flie  ftandeth  on  the  higheft  ftayre 
Of  th  'honorable  ftagcofwomanhead, 

That  Ladies  all  may  follow  her  enfample  dead. 

In  fo  greatprayfe  of  fledfaft  chaftity, 
Nathlefle  fke  was  fo  courteous  and  kynde, 
Tempred  with  grace,  and  goodly  modefty, 
Thatfeemed  thofc  two  vertues  ftroue  to  fynd 
The  higher  place  in  her  Heroick  mynd: 
So  ftriuing  each  did  other  more  augment, 
And  both  encreaft  the  prayfe  of  woman  nde, 
And  both  encreaft  her  beautie  excellent; 

So  all  did  make  in  her  a  perfect  complement* 

Cant, 
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WEll  may  I  wcene,  faire  Ladies,  all  this  while: 
Ye  w onder ,how  this  no  ble  Da m o zcll 
So  great  perfe&ions  did  in  her  compile, 
Sith  that  in  faluageforcfts  (he  did  dwell, 
So  farre  from  court  and  royall  Citadcll, 
'  The  great  fchoolmairtrefle  of  all  courtefy  : 
Seemrth  that  fuch  wilde  woodes  fhould  far  expcll 
Allciuile  vfage  and  gentility, 
And  gentle  fprite  deforme  with  rude  rufticity. 

But  to  this  faire  Behhccbe  in  her  berth 
The  heuens  fo  fauorable  were  and  free, 
Looking  with  myld  afped  vpon  the  earth, 
In  th?Horofcepe  of  her  natiuitee, 
That  all  the  gifts  of  grace  and  chaftitee 
On  her  they  poured  forth  of  plenteous  home, 
loue  laugh t  on  Venus from  his  fouerayne  fee, 
And  phcebus  with  faire  bearaes  did  her  adornc, 

And  all  the  Graces  ioc\x  her  cradle  being  borne. 

Her  berth  was  of  the  wombe  of  Morning  dew, 
And  her  conception  of  the  ioyous  Prime, 
And  all  her  whole  creation  did  her  (hew 
Pure  and  vnfpocted  from  all  loathly  crime, 


|Cr/;e  birth  offayrc  Helfhoebeand, 
jS        Of  zAmorett  is  told. 
S&T  he  gar  dins  of  Adonis  fraught 
jE       Withfleafures  manifold. 
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That  is  ingcneratc  in  flefhly  {lime. 
So  was  this  virgin  borne,  la  was  (lie  brcds 
So  was  {he  tray  ned  vp  from  time  to  time. 
In  all  chaftcvercue,  and  true  bounti-hed 
Till  to  her  dew  pcrfc&ion  {he  were  ripened* 

Her  mother  was  the  fairc  Chryfogonet> 

The  daughter  of  Jmpbifajwho  by  race 

A  Faerie  was,yborne  of  high  degree , 

She  bore  Belphtbe^  fhc  bore  in  like  cace 

Fayre  Amcrettt,  in  the  fecond  place : 

Thefe  two  were  twinncs,&  twixt  them  two  did  {"hare 

The  heritage  of  all  celcftiall  grace. 

That  all  the  reft  it  feemd  chey  robbed  bare 
Of  bounty;and  of  beautic,and  all  vertucs  rare* 

It  were  a  goodly  ftorie, to  declare, 

By  what  ftraunge  accident  fairc  chryfegone 
Concciu'd  thefe  infants,  and  how  them  (he  bore, 
In  this  wilde  forreft  wandring  all  alone, 
After  flie  had  nine  monethsfulfild  and  gone : 
For  not  as  other  wemen^communc  brood, 
They  were  enwombed  in  the  facrcd  throne 
Of  her  chaftc  bodie,  nor  with  commune  food, 

As  other  wemens  babes,  they  fuclced  vitall  blood* 

But  wondroufly they  were  begot,  and  bred 
Through  influence  of  th'heucns  fruitfull  ray, 
As  it  in  antique  bookes  is  mentioned. 
Itwasvpona  Sommersfhinieday, 
When  Yitm  fairc  his  beames  did  difplay, 
In  afrefh  fountainc^for  from  all  mens  vew, 
Shebath'd  her  breft,the  boyling  heat  t'allays 
She  bath'd  with  rofes  rcd,and  violets  blew, 

And  all  the  fwecteft  flowres ,that  in  the  forreft  grew, 

Hh  Till 
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Till  faint  through  yrkefome  vvearines ,  adownc 
Vpon  the  gralTy  ground  her  felfe  ihe  layd 
To  fleepe,  the  whiles  a  gentle  flombring  fvvowne 
Vpon  her  fell  all  naked  bare  difpjayd  5 
The  funbeames  bright  vpon  her  body  playd, 
Being  through  former  bathing  mollifide, 
And  pierft  into  her  worn  be ,  where  they  embayd 
With  fo  fvveet  fence  and  fecret  power  vnfpide, 

That  in  her  pregnant  flefh  they  fhortly  frudifide. 

Miraculous  may  fecme  to  him,  that  reades 
So  ftraunge  enfample  of  conception, 
But  reafon  teacheth  that  the  fruitfull  feades 
Of  all  thingsliuingjthrough  impreffion 
Of  the  funbeames  in  moyft  complexion. 
Doe  life  conceiue  and  quickned  are  by  ky  nd : 
So  after  Nilus  invndation. 
Infinite  fhapes  of  creatures  men  doe  fynd, 

Informed  in  the  mud  >  on  which  the  Sunne  hath  fhynd, 

Great  father  he  of  generation 

Is  rightly  cald,  th'authour  of  life  and  lighr- 
And  his  faire  fifter  for  creation 
Mitiiftreth  matter  fit,  which  tempred  right 
With  heate  and  humour, breedes  the liuing  wight. 
So  fprong  thefe  twinnes  in  womb  oiChry(ogoney 
Yet  wiftthe  nought  thereof,  but  fore  affright, 
Wondred  to  fee  her  belly  fo  vpblonc, 

Which  ftill  increaft  >  till  fhe  her  terme  had  full  outgone. 

Whereof  concerning  fhame  and  foule  difgracc, 
Albe  her  guiltleflc  confciencc  her  cleard, 
She  fled  into  the  wilder  nefle  a  fpace, 
Till  that  vnwceldy  burden  (he  had  reard, 

:v  And 
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And  fhund  difhonor >  which  as  death  fhc  fcard: 
Where  wcaric  of  long  traueill,downc  to  reft 
Her  felfe  (he  fet,  and  comfortably  chcard  5 
There  a  fad  cloud  of  flcepc  her  ouerkeft, 
Andfeizcd  euery  fence  with  forrow  fore  oppreft* 

It  fortuned,  fairc  Venus  hauing  loft 

Her  little  fonne,  the  winged  god  of  loue, 

Who  for  fome  light  difpleafure,  which  him  croft, 

Was  from  her  fled,  as  flit  as  ayery  Douc, 

And  left  her  blisfull  bowre  of  ioy  aboue, 

(So  from  her  often  he  had  fled  away, 

When  (he  for  ought  him  fharpcly  did  reproue, 

And  wandred  in  the  world  in  ftraungc  aray, 

Difguiz'd  in  thoufand  (hapes ,  that  none  might  him  bc- 

(wray.) 

Him  for  to fcekc ,  (he  left  her  heauenly  hous, 
The  houfe  of  goodly  formes  and  fairc  afpe&s, 
Whence  all  the  world  deriues  the  glorious 
Features  of  beautie,  and  all  fhapes  (cleft, 
With  which  high  God  his  workmanfhip  hath  deckt; 
And  fearched  euerie  way,  through  which  his  wings 
Had  borne  him ,  or  his  trad  (he  mote  detect: 
She  promift  kiffes  fwect,  and  fweeter  things, 

Vnto  the  man;  that  of  him  tydings  to  her  brings, 

Firft  (he  him  fought  in  Court,  where  moft  he  vfd 
Whylome  to  haunt, but  there  (he  found  him  not; 
But  many  there  fhe  found,  which  fore  accuf'd 
His  falfhoodj  and  with  fowle  infamous  blot 
His  cruell  deedes  and  wicked  wyles  didfpor : 
Ladies  and  Lordes  fhe  euery  where  mote  beare 
Complayning ,  how  with  his  empoyfhed  fhot 
Their  wofull  harts  he  wounded  had  whylearc, 

And  [p  had  left  them  languiftung  twixt  hope  and  fcarc. 

Hh  2  She 
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She  then  the  Cities  foughr  from  gate  to  gate, 
An  J  cucrie  one  did  askc.did  he  him  fee; 
And  cuerie  one  her  anfwerd ,  th;:r  too  late 
He  had  him  feene,  and  felt  the  cruelcee 
Of  his  fharpe  dartes  and  whot  artillcree; 
And  cuery  one  threw  forth  rcproches  rife 
Of  his  mifchieuous  dcedes,  and  fayd.  That  hce: 
Was  the  difturber  of  all  ciuill  life , 

The  enimy  of  peace,  and  authour  of  all  ftfcife. 

Then  in  the  countrcy  fhe  abroad  him  fought^ 
And  in  the  rurall  cottages  inquir'd,-  ' 
Where  alfo  many  plaintes  to  her  w<  re  brought, 
How  he  their  heedelcfle  harts  with  loue  had  fir'd5 
And  his  falfc  venim  through  their  veines  infpirdj 
And  eke  the  gentle  Shepheard  fwaynes,  which  fat: 
Keeping  their  fleecy  flockes  ,as  they  were  hyr'd, 
Shefweetly  heard  complaine,  both  how  and  what 

Her  fonne  had  to  them  doen^  jret  fhe  did  fmile  thereat^ 

But  when  in  none  of  all  thefe  fhe  him  got, 
She  gan  auize,  where  els  he  mote  him  hyde: 
At  laft  fhe  her  bethought,  that  fhe  had  not 
Yet  fought  the  faluage  woods  and  forefts  wy  de. 
In  which  full  many  louely  Nymphesabyde, 
Mongft  whom  might  be,  that  he  did  clofely  lye, 
Or  that  the  loue  of  fome  of  them  him  tyde  : 
For  thy  (he  thethcr  caft  her  coarfc  t 'apply, 

To  fearch  the  fecret  haunts  oiDUnes  company. 

Shortly  vnto  the  waftefull  woods  fhe  came, 

Whereas  fhe  found  the  Goddcfle  with  her  crew, 
After  late  chace  of  their  emhrewed  game, 
Sitting  befide  a  fountains  in  a  rcw, 
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And  foylc  which  did  deformc  their  liucly  hew, 


Some  of  them  wafhing  with  the  liquid  dew 
From  of  their  dainty  limbs  the  dufty  fvveat, 


The  reft  vpon  her  perfon  gaue  attendance  great. 


Others  lay  (haded  from  the  fcorching  heat ; 


She  hauing  hong  vpon  a  bough  on  high 


Her  bow  and  painted  quiuer,  had  vnlaftc 
Her  filuer  buskins  from  her  nimble  thigh, 
And  her  lanck  loy nes  vngirt,and  brefts  vnbrafte, 
After  her  heat  the  breathing  cold  to  tafte; 
Her  golden  loekes,  that  late  in  trefTes  bright 
Embreaded  were  for  hindring  of  her  haftc, 
Now  loofe  about  her  fhoulders  hong  vndight, 
And  were  with  fweet  Ambrofia,  all  bcfpnnckled  light. 

Soone  as  (he  Venus  faw  behinde  her  backe, 
She  was  afham'd  to  be  fo  loofe  furpriz'd 
And  woxe  halfe  wroth  againft  her  damzels  flackc, 
That  had  not  herthercof  before  auiz'd, 
But  fuffred  her  fo  carelefly  difguiz'd 
Be  ouertaken.  Soone  her  garments  loofe 
Vpgath'ring ,  in  her  bofome  (he  comprize, 
Well  as  the  might,and  to  the  Go  Jdeffe  rofc, 

Whiles  all  her  Ny  mphes  did  like  a  girlond  her  cnclofe. 

Goodly  fhe  gan  faire  Cytherea  greet, 

And  Ihortly  asked  her,  what  caufe  her  brought 
Into  that  wilderneffe  for  her  vn  meet,  (fraught: 
From  her  fweetebowres,  and  beds  with  pleafures 
Thatfuddeinchaungftc ftraung  aducnturc thought. 
To  whpm  halfe  weeping ,  flic  thus  anfwercd, 
That  (he  her  deareft  fonne  Cupido  fought, 
Who  in  his  frowardnes  from  her  was  fled- 


to  haue  him  angered. 
Hh  3 


Thereat 
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Thereat  Diana  gan  to  fmilc,  in  fcorne 

Of  her  vaine  playnt ,  and  to  her  fcoffing  fayd; 
Great  pitty  hire,  that  ye  be  fo  forlorne 
Of  your  gay  fonnc,that  giues  ye  fo  good  ayd 
To  your  difports :  ill  mote  ye  bene  apayd> 
But  fhe  was  more  engricued,and  rcplide; 
Faire  fifter,ill  befcemes  itto  vpbrayd 
A  dolefull  heart  with  fo  difdainfull  pride; 

The  like  that  mine,  may  be  your  paine  another  tide. 

As  you  in  woods  and  wanton  wilderneflc 
Your  glory  fctt,  to  chace  the  faluage  beaffs, 
So  my  delight  is  all  in  ioyfulnelfe, 
In  beds,  in  bowres,  in  banckets,  and  in  feafts: 
And  ill  becomes  you  with  your  lofty  creafts, 
To  fcorne  the  ioy,  that  loue  is  glad  to  feeke; 
We  both  are  bownd  to  folio  w  heauens  behead 
.   And  tend  our  charges  with  obeifaunce  meekc: 
Spare^gcntle  fifter,  with  reproeh  my  paine  to  eeke. 

And  tell  me,  if  that  ye  my  fonne  hauc  heard, 
Tolurke  cmongll  your  Nimphes  in  fecret  wizc; 
Or  keepe  their  cabins :  much  I  am  affeard, 
Leafl:  he  like  one  of  them  him  {elfe  difguize, 
Andturnchis  arrowes  to  their  exercize: 
So  may  he  long  him  felfe  full  eafic  hide:: 
For  he  is  faire  and  frefli  in  face  and  guizc, 
As  any  Nimphe  (let  not  it  be  enuidej 

So  faying  euery  Nimph  full  narrowly  fhee  eide* 

But  vhoohe  therewith  fore  was  angered, 
And  lharply  faide,  Goc  Dame,  goe  feeke  your  boy,. 
Where  you  him  lately  lefte,in  Mars  his  bed* 
He  comes  nothere,  we  fcorne  his  foolifh  ioyy 
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Nc  lend  we  Ieifure  to  his  idle  toy: 
But  if  I  catch  him  in  this  company, 
By  Stygian  lake  I  vow,  whofe  fad  annoy 
The  Gods  doe  dread,  he  dearly  fhall  abye: 

lie  clip  his  wanton  wings,  that  he  no  more  fhall  flye. 

Whom  whenas  Vems  fa w  (b  fore  difpleafd, 
Shcc  inly  fory  was,  and  gan  relent, 
What  fhee  hadfaid ;  fo  her  (he  foone  appeafd, 
With  fugred  words  and  gentle  blandifhment, 
From  which  a  fountaine  rrom  her  fwcetc  lips  went, 
And  welled  goodly  forth>  that  in  fliort  (pace 
She  was  well  pleafd,  and  forth  her  damzclls  fent 
Through  all  the  woods,  tofearch  fro  place  to  place. 

If any  trad  of  him  or  tidings  they  mote  trace. 

Tofearch  the  God  oflouchcrNimphes  flie  fent^ 
Throughout  the  wandring  foreft  euery  where: 
And  after  them  her  felfe  eke  with  her  went 
Tofeeke  the  fugitiue. 
So  long  they  fought,  till  they  arriued  were 
In  that  fame  fhady  couert,  whereas  lay 
Faire  Cryfogcne  in  flombry  trauncc  whilcre: 
Who  in  her  fkepe  (a  wondrous  thing  to  fay ) 

Vnwares  had  bornetwo  babes,as  faire  as  fpringingdayj 

Vn  wares  fhe  them  eoncemd,  vnwares  fhe  bore: 
She  bore  withouten  paine,  that  (he  conceiu'd 
Withouten  plcafure :  ne  her  need  implore 
Lucmaesziic  i  which  when  they  both  perceiu'd, 
They  were  through  wonder  nigh  offence  bereu'd, 
And  gazing  each  on  other,  nought  befpake: 
At  laft  they  both  agreed,  her  teeming  gricu'd 
Out  of  her  heauie  fwowne  not  to  awake, 
B  ut  from  her  louing  fide  the  tender  babes  to  take.' 

Hh4  Vp 
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Vp  they  them  tooke,eachone  a  babe  vptooke, 
And  with  them  carried,  to  be  foftcred; 
Dame  vh&bt  to  a  Nymphe  her  babe  betooke, 
To  be  vpbrought  in  perfe&  Maydenhed, 
And  of  her  felte  her  name  Btlfhxbe  red  : 
But  Vtntts  hers  thence  far  away  conuayd, 
To  be  vpbrought  in  goodly  womanhed, 
And  in  her  litle  loucs  ftead,  which  was  ftrayd, 

UtiAmoretta  cald,to  comfort  her  difmayd. 

Shee  brought  her  to  herioyous  Paradize, 

Whcr  moft  (he  wonnes,whe  lhe  on  earth  does  dwell* 

So  faire  a  place,  as  Nature  can  deuize: 

Whether  in  Paphosy  or  Cyt heron  hill, 

Or  it  in  Gnidds  bee,  I  wote  not  well-, 

But  well  I  wote  by  triall,  that  this  fame 

All  other  pleafaunt  places  doth  exccll, 

And  called  is  by  her  loft  louers  name, 
The  Gar  Jin  oi  Adonis  Jin  renowmd  by  fame. 

In  that  fame  Gardin  all  the  goodly  flowrcs, 
Wherewith  dame  Nature  doth  her  beautify, 
And  decks  the  girlonds  of  her  Paramoures, 
Are  fetcht :  there  is  the  firft  feminary 
Of  all  things,  that  are  borne  to  Hue  and  dye, 
According  to  their  kynds ;  Lon g  worke  it  were, 
Here  to  account  the  endleffe  progeny 
Of  all  the  weeds,  that  bud  and  bloflbme  there-, 

But  fo  much  as  doth  need,muft  needs  be  counted  here, 

It  fited  was  in  fruitful!  foyle  of  old , 

And  girt  in  with  two  walls  on  either  fide; 

The  one  of  yron,  the  other  of  bright  gold, 

That  none  might  thorough  breake,nor  ouer-ftride: 
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And  double  gates  it  had,  which  opened  wide. 
By  which  both  in  and  out  men  motcn  pas5 
Thbne  faire  and  fre(h5  ihe  other  old  and  dridc: 
Old  Genius  the  porter  of  them  was, 
Old  Genius  1  the  which  a  double  nature  has. 

He  lctteth  in,  he  letteth  out  to  wend, 
All  that  to  come  into  the  world  defircj 
A  thoufand  thoufand  naked  babes  attend 
About  him  day  and  night,  which  doe  require, 
That  he  with  flclhly  weeds  would  them  attire: 
Such  as  him  lift,  fuch  as  eternallfate 
Ordained  hath,  he  clothes  with  finfull  mire 
4    And  fendeth  forth  to  Hue  in  mortall  ftatc,  ' 
Till  they  agayn  returnc  backc  by  the  hinder  gate. 

After  that  they  againe  rctourned  bcenc, 
They  in  that  Gardin  planted  bee  agayne; 
Aad  grow  afrcrti,  as  they  had  neuer  fecne 
Flcfhly  corruption,  nor  mortall  paync. 
Some  thoufand  yearcsfo  doen  they  there  remayne, 
And  then  of  him  are  clad  with  other  hew, 
Or  fcnt  into  the  chaungefuli  world  agayne, 
Till  thcther  they  retourne,  where  firft  they  grew: 

So  like  a  wheele-aro  wnd  they  ronne  from  old  to  new. 

Nc  needs  there  Gardiner  to  fett,  or  fow, 

I?i  PtUt  °r  prune ;  for  of  their  0vvne  accord 
Alkhings,  as  they  created  were,  doe  grow, 
And  yet  remember  well  the  mighty  word, 
Which  firft  was  fpoken  by  th'Almightylord,  I 
That  bad  them  to  incrcafcand  multiply : 
Nc  doe  they  need  with  water  of  the  ford, 
Or  oftheclouds  to  moyften  their  roots  dry-  - 
For  m  themfelues  cternall  moifturc  they  imply. 

Infinite 


48g  ThethirdBookeof  Cant.VI. 

Infinite  (hapesofcreatures  there  arc  bred, 

And  vncouth  formes,  which  none  yet  cuer  knew, 

And  euery  fort  is  in  a  fondry  bed 

Sett  by  it  felfe,  and  ranclct  in  comely  rew: 

Somefittfoiueafonablefowlest'indew, 

Some  made  for  beafts,  fome  made  for  birds  to  weare, 

And  all  the  fruitfullfpawnc  of  fifties  hew 

In  endlcffe  rancks  along  enraunged  were, 

That  feemd  the  Ocean  could  not  containc  them  there. 

Daily  they  grow,  and  daily  forth  arc  fent 
Into  the  world,  it  to  rcpleniih  more, 
Yet  is  the  ftocke  not  Icflened,  nor  fpent, 
But  (till  remaines  in  cucrlafting  ftore, 
As  it  at  firft  created  was  of  yore* 
For  in  the  wide  wombe  ofthc  world  there  lyes, 
In  hatefull  darknes  and  in  deepe  horrorc, 
An  huge  eternal  Chaos,  which  fupplycs 

The  fubftaunces  of  natures  fruitfull  progenyes. 

AH  things  from  thence  doe  their  firft  beingfetch, 
And  borrow  matter,  whereof  they  are  made, 
Which  whenas  forme  and  feature  it  docs  ketch, 
Beco mcs  a  body,  and  doth  then  inuade 
The  ftate  of  life,  out  of  the  griefly  (hade. 
That  lubftaunce  is  ctcrne3  and  bideth  fo, 
Ne  when  the  life  decay  es,  and  forme  does  fade, 
Doth  it  confume,and  into  nothing  goe, 

But  chaunged  is,  and  often  altred  to  and  froe. 

Thefubftuinceis  notchaungd,nor  altered, 
But  th  only  forme  and  outward  faftuon; 
For  euery  fubftaunce  is  conditioned 
To  chaungehcr  he w,and  fondry  formes  to  don 
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Meet  for  her  temper  and  complexion  : 
For  formes  are  variable  and  decay, 
By  courfe  of  kinde,and.by  occafion; 
And  that  fiire  flowre  of  beautie  fades  away> 
As  doth  the  liliy  frefh  before  the  funny  ray. 

Great  cnimy  to  it,  and  to  all  the  reft, 
That  in  the  Gardin  of  adonis  fixings, 
Is  wicked  Tyme^  who  with  his  fcyth  addrefi,. 
Does  mow  the  flowring  herbes  and  goodly  things^, 

And  all  their  glory  to  the  ground  downe  flings,  &  * 
Where  they  do  wither,  and  are  fawly  mard  : 
He  flyesabout3and  wich  his  flaggy  winges 
Beates  downe  bothleaues  and  buds  without  re*ar4 
Nc  euer  pitty  may  relent  his  malice  hard . 

Yet  pitty  often  did  the  gods  relent, 

To  fee  fo  fake  thinges  mard,and  fpoiled  quighfc 
And  their  great  mother  Venus  did  lament 
The  lofle  of  her  deare  brood,  her  deare  delight? 
Her  hart  was  picrfl:  with  pitty  at  the  fight, 
When  walking  through  the  Gardin,  them  fte  fpycfc 
Yet  no'te  (he  find  redreffe  for  fuch  defpight;  " 
For  all  that  liues,is  fiibied  to  that  law: 

All  things  decay  in  time,  and  to  their  end  doc  draw. 

But  were  it  not,  that  Time  their  troubfer  is, 
All  that  in  this  delightfull  Gardin  growes,. 
Should  happy  bee,  and  haue  immortall  blist 
For  here  all  plenty,  and  all  plcafurc  flo wes, 
And  fweete  loue  gentle  fitts  emongft  them  throwes* 
Without  fell  rancor,  or  fond  gealofyj 
Franckly  each  Paramor  his  leman  knowes, 
Each  bird  his  mate,  ne  any  does  enuy 

Their  goodly  meriment,  and  gay  felicity. 

tTherc 
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There  is  continuall  Spring3and  harueft  there 
Continuall,both  meeting  at  one  ty  me: 
For  both  the  boughes  doe  laughing  bloflbmsbeare, 
And  with  frefh  colours  decke  the  wanton  Prymc, 
And  eke  attonce  the  heauenly  trees  they  clyme, 
*  W  hich  feeme  to  labour  vnder  their  fruites  lode: 
The  whiles  the  ioyous  birdes  make  their  paflyme 
Emongft  the  (hady  leaues,  their  fweet  abode, 

And  their  trew  loues  without  fufpition  tell  abrode. 

Right  in  the  middcftofthatParadifc, 

There  flood  a  ft ately  Mount,on  whofe  round  top 
A  gloomy  grouc  of  mirtle  trees  did  rile, 
Whofe  fhady  boughes  fharp  ftcele  did  neuerlop, 
Nor  wicked  beaftes  their  tender  buds  did  crop, 
But  like  agirlond  compafled  the  hight, 
And  from  their  fruitfull  fydes  fweet  gum  did  drop, 
That  all  the  ground  with  pretious  deaw  bedight, 

Threw  forth  moll  dainty  odours,  &  moft  fweet  delight. 

And  in  the  thickefl:  couert  of  that  fliade, 
There  was  a  pleafaunt  Arbcr,  not  by  art, 
But  of  the  trees  owne  inclination  made, 
Which  knittingtheirranckebraunches  part  to  part, 
With  wanton  y uie  twyne  entrayld  athwart, 
And  Eglantine,  and  Caprifole  emong, 
Fafhiondaboue  within  their  tnmoft  part, 
That  nether  Phoebus  beams  could  through  the  throg. 

Nor  Aeolus  (harp  blaft  could  worke  them  any  wrong. 

And  all  about  grew  cuery  fort  of  flo wre, 

To  which  fad  louers  were  transf  ormde  of  yore^ 
Frefh  Hymnihusfhcebus  paramoure, 
Foolifhc>/^^that  likes  the  watry  (hore, 
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Sad  Amdranthusjnz&c  a  flovvrc  but  late, 
Sid  Amarantkus  jnwhofc  purple  gore 
Me  fcemes  I  fee  Amintas  wretched  fate, 

To  whom  fwect Poets  vcrfe  hathgiucn  cndJcfle  date. 

There  wont  fayre  Venus  often  to  cnioy 
Her  deare  Adonis  ioy  ous  company, 
And  rcapc  fwect  pleafure  of  the  wanton  boy? 
There  yet/ome  iuy,  in  fecret  he  does  ly, 
Lapped  in  flowrcs  and  prctious  fpycery, 
By  her  hid  from  the  world,and  from  the  skill 
Of  Stygian  Gods,  which  doe  her  louc  cnuy$ 
But  (he  her  felfe, when  euer  that  flic  will, 

PoffclTeth  hiai>and  of  his  fweetnefle  takes  her  fill. 

And  footh  it  feemcs  they  fay:  for  he  may  not 
For  euer  dye3and  euer  buried  bee 
In ibalefull  night,  where  all  thinges  are  forgo  ti 
All  be  he  fubied  to  mortalities 
Yet  is  eternc  in  mutabilitie, 
And  by  fucceflion  made  perpetual!, 
Transformed  oft,  and  chaunged  diuerflie: 
Forhim  the  Father  of  ail  formes  they  calls 

Thcrforc  needs  mote  heliuc,  thatliuinggiucs  to  all. 

There  now  hcliueth  in  eternal!  blis, 
Ioying  his  go  Jcfcflejand  of  her  cnioyd: 
Ne  fearcth  he  henceforth  that  foe  of  his, 
Which  with  his  cruelltnske  him  deadly  cloyd: 
Forthatwilde  Bore.the  which  him  once  annoyd' 
Shefirmclyhathemprifond  foray, 
That  herfweetloue  his  malice  mote  auoyd, 
In  a  ftrong  rocky  Cane,  which  is  they  %  (mw, 

Hewn  vnderccadithat  Mountj  chat  none  himiofen 
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There  now  he  liues  in  euerlafting  ioy, 
With  many  of  the  Gods  in  company, 
Which  thether  haunt,and  with  the  winged  boy 
Sporting  him  ftlfe  in  fafe  felicity: 
Who  when  he  hath  with  fpoiles  and  cruelty 
Ranfackt  the  world,and  in  the  wofull  harts 
Of  many  wretches  fet  his  triumphes  hye, 
Thether  refortes^and  laying  his  fad  dartes 

Afyde,  with  faire  Adonis  playcs  his  wanton  partes. 

And  his  trew  Ioue  faire  Pfycbe  with  him  playcs, 

.  Fayrc  Pfycbe  to  him  lately  reconcyld, 
After  long  troubles  and  vnmeet  vpbrayes, 
With  which  his  mother  Venus  her  reuyld, 
And  eke  himfelfe  her  cruelly  exyld: 
But  now  in  ftedfaft  loue  and  happy  ftate 
She  with  him  liues,  and  hath  him  borne  a  chy  Id, 
Pleajure,  that  doth  both  gods  and  men  aggrate, 

Pleafure,  the  daughter  of  Cupd  and  Pfycbe  late. 

Hether  great  Venus  brought  this  infant  fay  re, 
The  yonger  daughter  of  Cbryfogonee, 
And  vnto  Pfy  cbe  with  great  truft  and  care 
Committed  her,yfoftered  to  bee, 
And  trained  vp  in  trew  femtnitee: 
Who  no  lefTe  carefully  her  tendered, 
Then  her  owne  daughter  Pleafure,  to  whom  lhcc 
Made  her  companioned  her  leffoned 

In  all  thelorc  of  loue,and  goodly  womanhead. 

In  which  when  Hie  to  perfed  ripencs  grew, 
Of  grace  and  beautie  noble  Paragone, . 
She  brought  her  forth  into  the  worldes  vcw, 
To  be  th'cnfample  of  true  loue  alone, 
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And  Lodeftarre  of  all  chafte  affcdion, 
T  o  all  fayre  Ladies,  that  doc  liuc  on  gro wnd . 
To  Faery  court  fhe  came,whcre  many  one 
Adrayrd  her  goodly  haueour,and  fownd 

His  feeble  hart  wide  launch  withloues  cruel  wownd. 

But  fhe  to  none  of  them  her  Ioue  did  caft, 
Saue  to  the  noble  knight  SkScudamore, 
To  whom  her  louing  hart  fhe  linked  faft 
In  faithful!  Ioue,  tabide  for  euermore, 
And  for  his  dcareft  fake  endured  fore, 
Sore  trouble  of  an  hainous  enimy, 
Who  her  would  forced  haue  to  haue  forlore 
Her  former  loue^and  ftedfaft  loialty, 

As  ye  may  clfwhcrc  readc  that  ruefull  hiftory. 

But  well  I  weenr,  ye  firft  defire  to  Iearne, 
What  end  vnto  that  fearefull  Damozell, 
Whichflcdd  fo  faftfrom  thatfamefofterftearne, 
Whom  with  his  brethren  r/W^flcw.befclI: 
That  was  to  weet,the  goodly  Florimell, 
Who  wandring  for  tofeekc  her  louer  dcare, 
Her  louer  deare,  her  deareft  Marinell, 
Into  miffortunefell,  as  ye  did  hearc, 

And  from  Prince  Arthur c  fled  with  wings  of  idle  fcare 
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l&The  pitches  fonne  louts  Florimell: 
^  She f lyes  ,be  faines  to  dy. 
J&Satyrane  pines  the  Sqnyre  of  Dames 
^£      From  Cjynunt,  tyranny. 

Like  as  an  Hynd  forth  fingled  from  the  heard, 
That  hath  efcaped  from  a  raucnous  beaft, 
Yec  flyes  away  of  her  ownefeete  afeard, 
And  eueryleafe,thatfhaketh  with  the  lead 
Murmure  of  winde,  her  terror  hath  encreaft;  i 
So  fledd  fayrc  Florimellftom  her  vaine  fearc, 
Long  after  fhe  from  perill  was  releaft: 
Each  fhadc  (he  faw,and  each  noy fe  he  did  heare. 
Did  fceme  to  be  the  fame,  which  fhe  cfeapt  whilearc. 

All  that  famccucning  fhe  in  flying  fpent, 
And  all  that  night  her  courle  continewed: 
Ne  did  (he  let  dull  flccpe  once  to  relent, 
Nor  wearincfle  to  flack  her  haft,  but  fled 
Euer  alike,  as  if  her  former  drcd 
Were  hard  behind,  her  ready  to  arreft: 
And  her  white  Palfrey  hauing  conquered 
The  maiftring  raincs  out  of  her  weary  wreft, 

Perforce  her  carried,  where  euer  he  thought  befh 

So  long  as  brcath,and  hable  puiflTauncc 
Did  natiuccorage  vnto  him  fupply, 
His  pace  he  frefhly  forward  did  aduaunoc, 
And  carried  her  beyond  allieopardy, 
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But  nought  that  wanteth  reft,  can  long  aby. 
He  hauing  through  inceflant  traueill  (pent 
His  force,  at  laft  perforce  adowne  did  ly, 
Ne  foot  could  further  mouc:  The  Lady  gent 
Thereat  was  fuddein  ftrook  with  great  aftonifhenctn. 

And  forft  t'alight,on  foot  mote  algates  fare, 
A  traueiler  vn wonted  to  fuch  w3y: 
Need  teacheth  her  this  leffbn  hard  and  rare, 
That  fortune  all  in  equall  launce  doth  fway, 
And  mortall  miferies  doth  make  her  play. 
So  long  (he  traueijd,  till  at  length  fhe  came 
To  an  hillcs  fide,  which  did  to  her  bewray 
A  Jitle  valley /ubicd  to  the  fame, 

All  couerd  with  thick  woodes, that  quite  it  ouercamc. 

Through  the  tops  of  the  high  trees  fhe  did  defcty 
A  litle  fmokc,whofe  vapour  thin  and  light, 
Reeking  aIoft,vprolled  to  the  sky: 
Which,  chearefull  figne  did  fend  vnto  her  fight, 
That  in  the  fame  did  wonne  fome  liuing  wight. 
Eftfoones  her  fteps  fhe  thereunto  applyd. 
And  came  at  laft  in  weary  wretched  plight 
Vnto  the  place,  to  which  her  hope  did  guyde, 

To  finde  fome  refuge  there,  and  reft  her  wearie  fyde. 

There  in  a  gloomy  hollow  glen  fhe  found 
A  little  cottage,  built  of  ftickes  and  reedes 
In  homely  wizc ,  and  wald  with  fods  around. 
In  which  a  witch  did  dwell,  in  loathly  weedes, 
And  wilfull  want,  all  carelefle  of  her  needes, 
Sochoofingfolitaiietoabide, 
Far  from  all  neighbours,  that  her  diuelifh  deedes 
Andhellifli  arts  from  people  fhe  might  hide, 

And  hurt  far  off  vnkno  wne,  whom  euer  fhe  envide. 

li  The 
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The  Damzell  there  atriuing  entred  in ; 

Where  fitting  on  the  flore  the  Hag  Hie  found, 

Bufie  (as  feem'd)  about  fome  wicked  gin : 

Whofoone  as  fhe  beheld  that  fuddein  ftound, 

Lightly  vpftarted  from  the  duftie  ground. 

And  with  fell looke  and  hollow  deadly  gaze 

Stared  on  her  awhile  ,  as  one  aftound, 

Ne  had  one  word  to  fpeake,  for  great  amaze,  (daze. 

But  (hewd  by  outward  fignes,  that  dread  her  fence  did 

At  laft  turning  her  feare  to  foolifli  wrath, 

She  askt3  what  deuill  had  her  thether  brought, 
And  who  fhe  was,  and  what  vnwonted  path 
HaJ  guided  her,vnwelcomed,vnfought. 
To  which  the  Damzell  full  of  doubtfull  thought, 
Her  mildly  anfwer'd;  Beldame  be  not  wroth 
With  filly  Virgin  by  aduenturc  brought 
Vnto your  dwelling ,  ignorant  and  loth, 

That  craue  but  rowme  to  reft,while  tempeft  ouerblo'tb. 

With  that  adowne  out  of  her  chriftail  eyne 
Few  trickling  teares  fhe  fofrly.  forth  let  fall, 
That  like  two  orient  pedes,  did  purely  l"hyne 
Vpon  her  fnowy  cheeke ;  and  therewithal! 
She  fighed  foft,  that  none  fo  beftiall, 
Nor  faluage  harr,  but  ruth  of  her  fad  plight 
Would  make  to  melt,  or  pitteoufly  appall ; 
And  that  vile  Hag  5  all  were  her  whole  delight 

In  mifchiefe,  was  much  moued  at  fo  pitteous  light. 

And  ganrccomforther  in  her  rude  wyfe, 
With  womanifh  compaflion  of  her  plaint, 
Wiping  the  teares  from  her  fuffufed  eyes, 
And  bidding  her  fit  do  wne;  to  reft  her  faint 

And 
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And  wcaric  limbs  a  while.  She  nothing  quaint 
Nor  f'dcignfull  of  fo  homely  fafhion, 
Sith  brought  fhe  was  now  tofbhardconftraint, 
Sate  downe  vpon  the  dufty  ground  anon, 
As  glad  of  that  finall  reft  >  as  Bird  of  tcmpeft  gon# 

Thogan  (he  gather  vp  her  garments  rent, 
And  her  loofc  Iockes  to  dight  in  order  dew, 
With  golden  wreath  and  gorgeous  ornament; 
W horn  liich  whenas  the  wicked  Hag  did  vew, 
She  was  aftonifht  at  her  heauenly  hew, 
And  doubted  her  to  deeme  an  earthly  wight, 
But  or  fomie  Goddefle,  or  of  Dianes  crew, 
And  thought  her  to  adore  with  humble  fpright; 

T'adore  thing  fo  diuine  as  beauty,  were  but  right. 

This  wicked  woman  had  a  wicked  Tonne, 
The  comfort  of  her  a  ge  and  weary  dayes, 
A  laefyloord,  for  nothing  good  to  donne, 
But  ftrctched  forth  in  ydlencfle  alwayes, 
Ne  cuer  caft  his  mind  to  couet  prayfe, 
Or  ply  him  felfe  to  any  honeft  trade , 
But  all  the  day  before  the  funny  rayes 
He  vfd  to  Aug,  or  fleepe  in  flothfull  fhade : 

Such  lacfinefle  both  lewd  and  poore  attoncc  him  made. 

He  comming  home  at  vndcrtime,  there  found 
The  fayreft  creature,  that  he  eucr  faw, 
Sitting  befide  his  mother  on  the  ground  5 
The  fight  whereof  did  greatly  him  ada  w, 
And  his  bafc  thought  with  terrour  and  with  aw 
So  inly  fmot,  that  as  one,  which  hath  gazd 
On  the  bright  Sunnc  vn wares,  doth  fbone  withdraw 
His  feeble  eyne,with  too  much  brightnes  daz'd, 

So  flared  he  on  her,  and  flood  long  while  amaz'd, 

I  i  2  Softly 


Softly  at  Iaft  he  gan  his  mother  aske5 

What  mifter  wight  that  was,  and  whence  deriu'd^ 
That  in  fo  ftraunge  difguizement  there  did  maske, 
And  by  what  accident  (he  there  arriu'd  t 
Butfhe,  as  one  nigh  of  her  wits  depriu'd, 
With  nought  but  ghaftlylookes  him  anfwered, 
Like  to  a  ghoft  j  that  lately  is  reuiu'd 
From  Stjrgian&ates,  where  late  it  wandered? 

So  both  at  her ,  and  each  at  other  wondered. 

But  thefayrc  Virgii>t*as  fo  meekc  and  myld5 
That  the  to  them  vouchfafed  to  embaee 
Her  goodly  port,  and  to  their  fenfes  vyld, 

Hergentlefpeachapplyde5thatinfhortfpacc 
She  grew  familiare  in  that  defert  place. 
During  which  time ,  the  Chorle  through  her  fo  kind: 
And  courteife  vfe  conceiu'd  affe&ion  bacc, 
And  caft  to  loue  her  in  his  brutifti  mind, 
No  loue,  but  brutiflh  luft  ?  that  was  Co  beaftly  tind* 

Clofely  the  wicked  flame  his  bowels  brent^ 
And  fhortly  grew  into  outrageous  fire; 
Yethad  he  not  the  hart^nor  hardiment, 
As  vn to  her  to  vtter  his  defire  ^ 
His  caytiue  thought  durft  notfo  high  afpire, 
But  with  fbft  fighes>and  louely  femblaunces, 
He  wecn'd  that  his  affe&ion  entire 
She  fhould  aread ;  many  rcfemblaunces 

To  her  he  made,  and  many  kinde  remembraunces. 

Oft  from  the  forreft  wjldings  he  did  bring, 

Whofe  fides  empurpled  were  wjth  fmylingred, 
And  oft  young  birds,  which  liehad  taught  to  fing 
His  maxftrefle'praifes;  fweerly  caroled, 

GirJoncfs 


Girlonds  offlowres  fometimes  for  her  fairehcd 
He  fine  would  dight ;  fometimes  the  fquirrcll  wild 
He  brought  to  her  in  bands,  as  conpuered 
To  be  her  thrall,  his  fellow  feruant  vild-  (mild. 
All  which,fhe  of  him  tooke  with  countenance  meeke  & 

But  pad:  awhile,  when  fhc  fit  feafon  faw 
To  leaue  that  defcrt  manfion,  fhe  caft 
In  fecret  wize  her  felfe  thence  to  withdraw, 
For  feare  of  mifchicfe,  which  fhc  did  forccaft 
Might  by  the  witch  or  by  her  fonnc  compaft : 
Her  wcaric  Palfrey  clofcly,  as  fhe  might, 
Now  well  recouercd  after  long  repaft, 
In  his  proud  furnitures  (Tie  frefhly  dight, 
His  late  mifwandred  wayes  now  to  rcmcafiirc  right. 

And  carcly  crc  the  downing  day  appcard, 
She  forth  iflewed ,  and  on  her  iourncy  went* 
She  went  in  peril!,  of  each  noyfe  aff eard, 
And  of  each  fhadc,  that  did  it  fclfc  prefent ; 
For  dill  iTic  feared  to  be  oucrhent, 
Of  that  vile  hagvor  her  vnciuile  fonnc  : 
Who  when  too  late  awaking ,  well  they  kent, 
That  their  fayre  gueft  was  gone,  they  both  begonne 

To  make  exceeding  monc,  as  they  had  becne  vndonnc. 

But  that  lewd  louer  did  the  moft  lament 
For  her  depart,  that  euer  man  did  hcare  5 
Hcknockt  his  breft  with  defperate  intent, 
And  fcratcht  his  face,  and  with  his  teeth  did  tcarc 
His  rugged  flcih,  and  rent  his  ragged  heare  : 
That  his  fad  mother  feeing  his  fore  plight, 
Was  greatly  woe  begon,  and  gan  to  feare, 
Lead  his  fraile  fenfeswereempctilhtquight, 

And  loue  to  freji2y  turnd,  fitb  loue  is  franticke  hight. 

I  i  3  All 
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All  way cs  flicc  fought,  him  to  rcftore  to  plight, 

With  herbs,witn  charms,with  coufcl,  &  with  tcarcsj 
But  tears,nor  charms,nor  herbs,  nor  counfell  might 
Affwagc  the  fury,  which  his  entrails  teares: 
So  ftrong  is  paffion,that  no  rcafon  heares. 
Tho  when  all  other  helpcs  lhe  faw  to  f  aile* 
She  turnd  her  felfe  backe  to  her  wicked  leares 
And  by  her  diuelifh  arts  thought  to  preuaile, 

To  bring  her  backe  againe,or  worke  her  fiaallbalc 

Eftcfbones  out  of  her  hidden  caue  fhe  cald 
An  hideous  beaft,  of  horrible  afped, 
That  could  the  ftoutcfl:  corage  hauc  appald; 
Monftrous^  raifhapt,and  all  his  backe  was  fpc& 
With  thoufand  fpots  of  colours  queint  ele#, 
Thereto  fo  fwiftc,  that  it  all  beads  did  pas: 
Like  neuer  yet  did  liuing  eie  dere&  j 
But  liked  it  to  an  Hyena  was, 

That  feeds  on  wemens  flefh, as  others  feede  on  gras* 

It  forth  fhe  cald,  and  gauc  it  (height  in  charge, 
Through  thickc  and  thin  her  to  pourfew  apace^ 
Nc  once  to  ftay  to  reft,  or  breath  at  large, 
Till  her  fhe  had  attaind,  and  brought  in  place, 
Or  quite  deuourd  her  beauties  fcornefull  grace. 
The  Monfter  fwiftc  as  word,  that  from  her  went, 
Went  forth  in  hafte,  and  did  her  footing  trace 
So  fure  and  fwiftly,  through  his  perfc&  fcnt, 

And  pafling  fpeede,  that  fhortly  he  her  ouerhent* 

Whom  when  the  fearefull  Damzcll  nigh  clpidc* 
No  need  to  bid  her  faft  away  to  flie^ 
That  vgly  fhape  fo  fore  her  terrifide* 
That  it  fhe  fhund  no  leflc,  then  dread  to  die, 

An<t 
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And  her  flltt  palfrey  did  fo  well  apply 
His  nimble  feet  to  her  coneeiucd  feare, 
That  whileft  his  breath  did  ftrcngth  to  hitn  fuppltr, 
From  perill  free  he  her  away  did  bcare: 
But  when  his  force  gan  failc,his  pace  gan  wex  arearc. 

Which  whenas  fhe  perceiu'd,  fhe  was  difinayd 
At  that  fame  laft  extremity  ful  fore,  4 
And  of  her  fafety  greatly  grew  afray  d; 
And  now  flic  gan  approch  to  the  fca  (bore, 
As  it  befell,  that  flic  could  flie  no  more, 
But  yield  her  felfc  to  fpoile  of  grcedincfle. 
Lightly  flic  leaped,  as  a  wight  foriorc, 
From  her  dull  horfc3'in  defperate  diftrefle,1 

And  to  her  feet  bctooke  her  doubtfull  fickcrncflc, 

Not  halfc  fo  faft  the  wicked  Myrrh*  fled 
From  dread  ofherreucnging  fathers  honds 
Nor  half  c  fo  faft  to  fauc  her  maydenhed, 
FIedfcarfulIZ)^^on  th'^^-^ftrond, 
As  Fbrimell&zA  from  that  Monfter yond, 
To  reach  the  fca,  ere  fhe  of  him  were  rau  ghts 
Forinthefeato  drowne  her  felfe  fhe  fond, 
Rather  then  of  the  tyrant  to  be  caught: 
Thereto  fear  gauc  her  wings,&  need  her  corag*  taught* 

Itfommed  (high  God  did  fo  ordaine) 
As  fhec  arriued  on  theroring  fliorc, 
In  mindetoleapc  into  the  mighty  maine, 
A  little  bote  lay  hoving  her  before, 
In  which  there  flept  a  fiflier  old  and  pore, 
The  whiles  hi*  nets  were  drying  on  thefands 
Into  the  fame  fihee  lept,  and  with  the  ore 
Did  thruft  the  fhallop  from  the floting ftrand: 
So  ftfety  fowad  at  fca5  which  fee  fownd  not  at  land* 

I  i  +  The 
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The  Monftcr  ready  on  the  pray  to  feafe, 

Was  of  his  forward  hope  decerned  <juight, 

Nc  durft  aflay  to  wade  the  perlous  feas, 

But  greedily  long  gaping  at  the  fight, 
.  Atlaftin  vaine  wasforft  to  turne  his  flight, 

And  tell  the  idle  tidings  to  his  Dame  : 

Yet  toauengehisdiuelifbedefpighc, 

He  fettvpon  her  Paffrey  tired  lamr, 
And  flew  hiiri  cruelly,  ere  any  rcskew  came. 

And  after  hauing  him  cmbowelled, 

To  fill  his  helhfh  gorge,it  chaunfl  a  knight 

To  pafle  that  way,  as  forth  he  traucilcd  5 

Yt  was  a  goodly  Swaine,  and'of great  might, 

As  cuer  man  that  bloody  field  did  fightj 

But  in  vain  fhcows,thac  wont  yong  knights  bewitch* 

And  courtly  fcruices  tooke  no  delight, 

But  rather  ioyd  to  bee,  then  fecmcn  fich: 

For  both  to  be  and  fecrae  to  him  was  labor  lich. 

It  was  to  weete  the  good  Sir  Satyrane^ 

Thatrauagd  abrodetofeckcaduenturcs  w3dc3 
As  was  his  wont  in  foreft,  and  ioplainc; 
He  was  all  armd  in  rugged  fteele  vnfildc> 
As  in  the  fmoky  forge  it  was  compilde, 
And  in  his  Scutchin  bore  a  Satyres  hedd  : 
He  comming  prcfent,  where  the  Monfter  vilde 
Vpon  that  milke-white  Palfreyct  carcas  fedd, 

Vnto  his  rcskew  ran,  and  greedily  him  fpedd. 

There  well  pcrceiuJ  he,  that  it  was  the  horfc. 
Whereon  firire  Tlorimdl was  wont  to  ride, 
That  of  tbatfeend  was  rent  without  remorfc  : 
Much  feared  he,  leafltought  did  ill  betide 

T6 
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To  that  fairc  Maidc3  the  flowrc  of  wcmcns  pridcj 
For  her  he  dearely  loued,  and  in  all 
His  famous  conquers  highly  magnifide: 
Bcfides  her  golden  girdle.,  which  did  fall 
From  her  in  flight,hc  fownd,that  did  him  fore  apall. 

Full  offad  fearejanddoubtfull  agony, 
Fiercely  he  flew  vpon  that  wicked  fcend, 
And  with  huge  ftrokes,  and  cruell  battery 
Him  forft  to  leaue  his  pray,  for  to  attend 
Him  felfc  from  deadly  daunger  to  defend : 
Full  many  wounds  in  his  corrupted  flefh 
He  did  cngraue,  and  muchell  blood  didlpcnd, 
Yet  might  not  doc  him  die,  but  aic  morefreflv 

And  fierce  he  ftill  appeard,  the  more  he  did  him  threfli. 

He  wift  nor,  how  him  to  defpoile  of  life, 
Ne  how  to  win  the  wifhed  vi&ory, 
Sith  him  he  faw  ftill  ftronger  grow  throughftrife, 
And  him  felfe  weaker  through  infirmity  ^ 
Greatly  he  grew  enrag'd,  and  furioufly  * 
Hurling  his  fword  away,  he  lightly  lept 
Vpon  the  beaft,  that  with  great  cruelty 
Rored,  and  raged  to  be  vndcrkept  : 

Yet  he  perforce  him  held,  and  ftrokes  vpon  him  hept. 

As  he  that  ftriues  to  flop  a  fuddcin  flood, 
And  in  ftrong  bancks  his  violence  coclofe, 
Forceth  it  fwell  ^Jboue  his  wonted  mood, 
And  largely  oucrflow  the  fruitfullplainc, 
ThatallthccouatreyfecmestobeaMaine,  j 
And  the  rich  furro  we$  flote,  all  quite  fordonnc? 
The  wofull  husbandman  doth  lowdcomplainie, 
To  fee  his  whole  ycarcs  labor  loft  fo  foonp,.  ,  fjf 

For  which  to  God  he  madefo  many  an  idle  boonc. 

So 
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So  him  he  held,  and  did  through  might  amatc  : 
So  long  he  held  him ,  and  him  bett  fo  long* 
That  at  the  laft  his  ficrcenes  gan  abate, 
And  mcekely  ftoup  vnto  thevi&or  ftfcong : 
Who  to  aucnge  the  implacable  wrong, 
Which  he  fuppofed  donne  to  Florimell, 
Sought  by  all  meanes  his  dolor  to  prolong, 
Sith  dint  of  fteelc  his  carcas  could  not  quell : 

His  maker  with  her  charmcs  had  framed  him  fo  well- 

The  golden  ribband ,  which  that  virgin  wore 
About  her  fclcndcr  wafte,  he  tooke  in  hand, 
And  with  it  bownd  the  beaft.  that  low  d  did  rorc 
For  great  defpight  of  that  rnwonted  band, 
Yet  dared  not  his  vi&or  to  withftand, 
But  trembled  like  a  lat»bc,  fled  from  the  pray, 
And  all  the  way  hiti)  followd  on  the  ftrand, 
As  he  had  long  bene  learned  to  obay$ 

Yet  neuer  learned  he  fuch  feruicc,  till  that  day. 

Thus  as  heled  the  Beaft  along  the  way, 
He  fpide  far  of  a  mighty  Giauntcfle, 
Faft  flying  on  a  Courfer  daplcd  gray, 
From  a  bold  knight,  that  with  great  hardineffc 
Her  hard  purfewd,  and  (ought  for  to  fupprcflcj 

"  She  bore  before  her  lap  a  dolefull  Squire, 
Lying  athwart  her  horle  in  great  diftrcfle, 
Faft  bounden  hand  and  foote  with  cords  of  wire, 

Whom  flic  did  meane  to  make  the  thrall  of  her  defire. 

Which  whcn&Sttyrane  beheld,  in  hafte 
He  lefte  his  captiue  Beaft  at  liberty, 
And  croft  the  ncareft  way,  by  which  he  caft 
H*  r  to  encounter,crc  (he  palfed  by: 

But 


-  raery  ^ueme.  joj 
But  fcc  the  way  ftiund  nathemorcfor  thy, 
But  forward  gallopt  faft,  which  when  he  fpydc, 
His  mighty  fpearc  he  couched  warily, 
Andatherran:  ihc  hauinghim  defcryde, 
Her  fcJfe  to  fight  addreft,  and  threw  her  lode  afide. 

Like  a?  a  Gofhaulce,  that  in  foote  doth  bcare 
A  trembling  Culuer ,  hauing  fpidc  on  hight 
An  Eagle,that  with  plumy  wings  doth  (heare 
The  fubtileayrejftouping  with  all  his  might. 
The  quarrey  throwes  to  ground  with  fell  defpighc, 
And  to  the  batteill  doth  her  fclfc  pscparc: 
So  ran  the  Geaunteflfc  vnto  the  fight  5 
Her  fyric  eyes  with  furious  fparkes  did  flare, 

And  with  blafphcmous  banncs  high  God  in  pceccs  tarn 

She  caught  in  hand  an  huge  great  yroii  mace, 
Wherewith  Hie  many  had  of  lifedepriu'd; 
But  ere  the  flrokc  could  feiae  his  aymed  placed 
His  fpearc  amids  her  fun-brode  fhicld  arriu'd/ 
Yet  nathemore  the  fteele  a  fonder  riu'd, 
All  were  the  beanje  in  bignes  like  a  mail, 
Ne  her  out  of  the  ftedfaft  ladle  drit*'d, 
But  glauncing  on  the  temprcd  mctall,  braft 

In  thoufandfhiuers,  and  fo  forth  befidc  her  pafc 

Her  Steed  did  dagger  with  thatpuiflaunt  ftrooke-,} 
But  flic  no  more  was  moucd  with  that  might. 
Then  it  had  lighted  on  an  aged  Qkes  > 
Or  on  the  marble  Piliour,  that  is  pight 
Vpon  the  top  ofMount  ofympushight, 
For  the  brauc  youthly  Champions  to  aflTay, 
With  burning  charct  whcelcs  it  nigh  to  fmi'tc: 
But  who  that  fmitcs  it,  mars  his  ioyous  play, 

And  is  the  fpe&acle  of  ruinous  decay. 

Vet 


Yet  therewith  (ore  enrag'd,with  ftcrne  regard 
Her  dreadfull  weapon  (he  to  him  addreft, 
Which  on  his  helmet  martelled  fo  hard, 
That  made  him  low  incline  his  lofty  creft, 
And  bowd  his  battrcd  vifour  to  his  brcft: 
Wherewith  fhe  wasfoftuned3  that  he  n'ote  rydc 
But  reeled  to  and  fro  from  eafl  to  weft: 
Which  when  his  cruell  cnimy  cfpyde, 

She  lightly  vnto  him  adioyncd  fydc  to  fydej 

And  on  his  collar  laying  puiflaunt  hand, 

Gut  of  his  wauenngfeat  him  pluckt  pcrforfe, 
Perforfc  him  pluckt,  vnable  to  withftand. 
Or  helpc  himfclfe,and  laying  thwart  her  horfe, 
In  loathly  wife  like  to  a  carrion  corfe, 
She  bore  him  faft  away.  Which  when  the  knighf, 
That  her  purfewed,  faw  w  ith  great  remorfe, 
He  were  was  touched  in  his  noble  fpright, 

And  gan  cncrcafc  his  fpeed,  as  (he  encreaft  her  flight. 

Whom  when  as'nigh  approchingfteefpyde, 
She  threw  away  her  burden  angrily} 
For  fhe  lift  not  the  batteill  to  abide, 
But  made  her  felfe  more  light,  away  to  fly: 
Yet  her  the  hardy knightpurfewd  io  nyc 
That  almoft  in  the  backe  he  oft  her  ftrake: 
But  ftill  when  h  im  at  hand  fhe  did  efpy, 
Sheturnd,andfemblaimceoffaire  fightdid  make; 

But  when  he  ftayd,  to -flight  againe  fhe  did  her  take* 

By  this  the  good  Sir  Sttyrane  gan  wake 

Out  of  his  dreame,  that  did  him  long  entraunce, 
And  feeing  none«in  place,-  he  gan  to  make 
Exceeding  raone,  and  curft  that  cruell  chaunce, 

Which 
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Which  reftfromhimfofaireacheuifauncc: 
At  length  he  fpyde,  whereas  that  wofull  Squyrc, 
Whom  he  had  reskewed  from  captiuaunce 
Ofhis  ftrongfoe,lay  tombled  in  the  myre, 
Ynablc  to  arifc,  or  foot  or  hand  to  ftyrc. 

To  whom  approching,  well  he  mote  perceiue 
In  that  fowle  plight  a  comely  perfonage , 
And  louely face,  madefitfor  todeceiue* 
Fraile  Ladies  hattwithloues  confumingrage, 
Nowin  the  bloflbme  of  hisfre(heftage : 
Hereardhim  vp,  andloofd  his  yron  hands, 
And  after  gan  inquire  his  parentage, 
Andihow  he  fell  into  theGyaunts  hands, 

And  who  that  was,  which  chaccd  her  along  thelaiids. 

Then  tremblingyet  through  fcare ,  the  Squire  befpakc* 
That  Geaunte/Te  Argmteh  behight, 
A  daughter  of  the  Titans  which  did  make 
Warrc  agahft  heuen,  and  heaped  hils  on  highr, 
To  fcale  the  skyes,  and  put  Ioue  from  his  right: 
Her  lyre  Tyfboem  was,  who  mad  through  merth, 
And  dronke  with  blood  ofraen.flaineby  his  mighty 
t  x  I .  Ug  Inceft>her  ofhis  ownc  mother  Earth 
Whylome  begot,  being  but  halfe  twin  of  that  berth, 

For  at  that  berth  another  Babe  fhe  bore, 

To  weet  the  mightie  Ollyfhant,  that  wrought 
Great  wreakc  to  many  errant  knights  of  yore, 
Tdl  him  Chylde  Thepas  to  confufion  brou^hc . 
Thefe  twinnes,men  fay,  (a  thing  far  paffingthought) 
Whiles  mthor  mothers  wombe  endefd  they  were, 
Ere  they  into  thelighrfom  world  were  brought, 
Inflemlyluftweremingledbothyfcre,'  w 

AndinthatmonaroiiswifedidtoihcvYorlJapp:re. 

■So 
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So  liu'd  they  cu  cr  after  in  like  fin, 

Gainlt  natures  law,  and  good  behaueoure: 
But  grcatcft  (hame  was  to  that  maiden  twin, 
Who  not  content  fo  fowly  to  dcuoure: 
Her  natiue  flefh,  and  ftaine  her  brothers  bowre, 
Did  wallow  in  all  other  flefhly  myre, 
Andfuflfred  beaftes  her  body  to  deflowrc: 
So  whot  (he  burned  in  thatluftfull  fyrc, 

Yet  all  that  might  not  flake  her  fenfuall  defyre. 

But  ouer  all  the  countrie  flic  did  raunge, 

Tofeekeyoungmen,to  qucmch  her  flaming  thruft, 
And  feed  her  fancy  withdelightfullchaunge: 
Whom  fo  fhe  fitteft  findes  to  ferue  her  luft, 
Through  her  maine  flregth,in  which  fhe  moft  doth 
She  with  her  bringes  into  a  fecret  He,  (truft, 
Where  in  cternall  bondage  dye  he  muft, 
Or  be  the  vaffallofherpleafures  vile, 

And  in  all  fhamefull  fort  him  fclfe  with  her  defile. 

Me  feely  wretch  (he  fo  at  vauntage  caught, 
After  (belong  in  waite  for  medid  lye, 
And  meant  vnto  her  prifon  to  hauc brought, 
Her  lothfom  pleafure  there  to  fatifiye; 
That  thoufand  deathes  me  leuer  were  to  dye, 
Then  breake  the  vo  w,that  to  faire  Columbell 
I  plighted  haue,and  yetkecpe  ftedfaftly: 
As  for  my  name,  it  miftreth  not  to  tells 

Call  me  the  Sftyrc  ofDmcs  that  me  befecmeth  well* 

But  that  bold  knight,  whom  ye  purfuing  faw 
That  GeauritefTe,  is  not  fuch,  as  fhe  fcemd, 
But  a  faire  virgin,  that  in  martiall  law, 
And  dcedes  of  armcs  aboue  all  Dames  it  deemd. 


And  abouemany  knightcs  is  eke  cftcemd, 
—    For  her  great  worth;  She  PtlUdine  is  hight: 

She  you  from  death,  you  me  from  dread  redcemd. 
Ne  any  may  that  Monfter  match  in  fight, 
But  (hc}  or  fuch  as  fhe,  thac  is  fo  chafte  a  wight. 

Her  well befecmcs  that  Queft(quoth  Satyrane) 
But  read,  thou  So[uyrc  of  Dames,  what  vow  is  this 
Which  thou  vpon  thy  felfe  haft  latel  y  ta'ne,  ' 
That  fhall  I  you  recount  (quoth  he)  y  wis, 
So  be  ye  pleafd  to  pardon  all  amis. 
That  gentle  Lady,  whom  I  lone  and  fcrue, 
After  long  fait  and  wcaric  feruicis, 
Did  aske  me,how  I  could  her  loue  deferue, 

And  howfhe  might  before,  that  I  would  neucr  fwerue# 

I  glad  by  any  meanes  her  grace  to  gainc, 
Badd  hcrcommaund  my  life  to  faue,orfpilL 
Eftfoones  fne  badd  me3  with  incefTaunt  paine 
To  wander  through  the  world  abroad  at  will, 
And  euery  where,  where  with  my  power  or  skill 
I  might  doe  fcruice  vnto  gentle  Dames, 
Thac  I  the  fame  fhould  faithfully  fulfill,  (names 
Andatthetweluemoiiethesend  fhould  bring  their 

And  pledges;  as  the  fpoiles  of  my  vidorions  games. 

So  well  I  cofaire  Ladies  feruice  did, 

And  found  fuch  fauour  in  their  louing  hartes, 
That  ere  the  yeare  his  courfe  had  compaffid, 
Thre  hundred  pledges  for  my  good  defartes, 
And  thrife  three  hundred  thanks  for  my  good  partes 
I  with  me  brought,  and  did  to  her  prefent: 
Which  when  fhe  fa w,morc  bent  to  eke  my  fmartcs, 
^  Then  to  reward  my  trufty  true  intent, 
Sheganfor  medeuife  a  grieuous  punilhmcnt. 

To 
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To  weet,  that  I  my  traueill  (kould  refume, 
And  with  like  labour  walke  the  world  arownd, 
Ne  eucr  to  her  prefencefhould  prefurac, 
Till  I  fo  many  other  Dames  had  fo  wnd, 
The  which,for  all  the  fuit  I  could  propo  wnd> 
Would  me  refufe  their  pledges  to  afford. 
But  did  abide  for  euer  chafte  and  fo  wnd. 
Ah  gentle  Squyre  (quoth  he)  tell  at  one  word, 

How  many  fo  wndfl;  thou  fuch  to  put  in  thy  record?  \ 

In  deed  Sir  knight(faid  he)  one  word  may  tell 
All,  that  I  euer  fo  wnd  lb  wifely  ftayd; 
For  onely  three  they  were  difpofd  fo  well, 
And  yet  three  yeares  I  now  abrodc  haue  ftrayd, 
To fynd  them  out. Mote  1  (then laughing foyd 
The  knight)  inquire  of  thee,  what  were  thofe  three, 
The  which  thy  proffred  curtefic  denayd? 
Or  ill  they  fcemed  fure  auizd  to  bee, 

Or  brutifhly  brought  vp,that  neu'r  did  fafhions  fee. 

The  firft  which  then  refufed  me  (faid  hee) 
Certes  was  but  a  common  Courtifane, 
Yet  flat  refufii  to  haue  adoe  with  mee, 
Becaufe  I  could  not  giue  her  many  a  lane. 
(Thereat  full  hartely  laughed  Satyrane) 
The  fecond  was  an  holy  Nunne  to  chofc, 
Which  would  not  let  me  be  her  Chappellanc, 
Becaufe  fhe  knew,  fhe  fayd,  I  would  difclofe 

Her  counfell3if  fhe  fliould  her  truft  in  me  repofe. 
^dtti&b  d  odg  \<n  10I  i?£telqb&  In  ml 

The  third  a  Damzell  was  of  low  degree, 

Whom  I  in  countrey  cottage fownd  by  chaunce; 

Full  litle  weened  I,  that  chaftitee 

Had  lodging  in  fo  meanc  a  maintenauncc* 

Tec 
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Yet  was  flic  fayre,  and  in  her  countcnaunce 
Dwelt  fimple  truth  infecmelyfaftiion. 
Long  thus  I  woo'd  her  with  de  w  obferuaunce, 
In  hope  vnto  my  plcafure  to  hauc  won, 
But  was  as  far  at  laft,  as  when  I  firfl;  began. 

Safe  her,  I  ncucr  any  woman  found, 
That  chaftity  did  for  it  felfe  embrace, 
But  were  for  other  caiifes  firmc  and  found, 
Either  for  want  of  handfome  time  and  place, 
Or  elfe  for  feare  of  fliame  and  fowle  difgracc. 
Thus  am  I  hopclefle  eucr  to  attaine 
My  Ladies  loue,  in  fuch  a  defperate  cafe, 
But  all  my  dayes  am  like  to  wafte  in  vainc,  (trainc. 

Seeking  to  match  the  chaftc  with  ih'vnchaftc  Ladies 

Perdy,  (CaydSatyranc  )  thou  Squyrcof  Ddmcs, 
Great  labour  fondly  haft  thou  hent  in  hand, 
To  getfmall  thankes,  and  therewith  many  blames, 
That  may  emongft  chides  labours  ftand. 
Thence  bace  returning  to  the  former  land, 
Where  late  he  left  the  Beaft,  he  ouercamc, 
He  found  him  not;  for  he  had  brok£  his  band, 
And  was  returnd  againe  vnto  his  Dame, 

To  tell  what  tydings  of  fayre  Florimell became. 


Cant. 
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Cant.  VIII. 


§T he  Witch  creates  a  fno^y  Lady,  ^ 
like  to  Florimell ,  wsf 
Who  XVrongd  by  Carle  by  Trot  ens  /andi1^* 
is  fought  by  ParidelL 


SO  oft  as  I  this  hiftory  record, 
My  hart  doth  melt  with  meere  compaflion, 
To  thinke,how  caufeleffe  of  her  owne  accord 
This  gentle  Damzell,  whom  1  write  vpon, 
Should  plonged  be  in  fuch  affli&ion, 
Without  all  hope  of  comfort  or  reliefe, 
That  fure  I  wcene,  the  hardeft  hart  of  ftone, 
Would  hardly  findc  to  aggrauate  her  griefe; 
For  mifcry  craues  rather  mercy  ?  then  repriefe. 

But  that  accurfedilag,  her  hofteffe  late, 
Had  fo  enranckled  her  malitious  hart, 
That  fhe  defyrd  th'abridgement  of  her  fate, 
Or  long  enlargement  of  herpainefull  fmart. 
Now  when  the  Beaft,  which  by  her  wicked  art 
Late  f  oorth  (he  fent,  fhebacke  retourningfpyde, 
Tyde  with  her  golden  girdle,  it  a  part 
Of  her  rich  fpoyles,  whom  he  had  earft  deftroyd, 

She  weend,  &  wondrous  gladnes  to  her  hart  applydc* 

And  with  it  ronning  haft'ly  to  her  fonne, 

Thought  with  that  fight  him  much  to  haue  reliu  fr7 
Who  thereby  deeming  fure  the  thing  as  donne, 
Hisfornoergrieftwuhfuricfrcfhrcuiu'd, 
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Much  more  then  earft ,  and  would  hauc  algatcs  riu#d 
The  hart  out  of  his  breft :  for  fith  her  dedd 
He  furcly  demp  t,  himfelfe  he  though  t  depriu'd 
Quite  of  all  hope,  wherewith  he  long  had  fedd 
His  foolifh  malady,  and  long  time  had  miflcdd. 

With  thought  whereof,  exceeding  mad  he  grew, 
And  in  his  rage  his  mother  would  haue  flkine, 
Had  (he  not  fled  into  a  fecret  mew, 
Where  fhe  was  wont  her  Sprightes  to  entertainc 
The  maifter s  of  her  art :  there  was  fhe  fainc 
To  call  them  all  in  order  to  her  ay  de, 
And  them  coniure  vpon  ctcrnall  paine, 
To  counfell  her  fo  carefully  difmayd,  (cayd* 

How  lhe  might  healc  her  fonnc,  whofe  fenfes  were  de- 

By  their  deuice,and  her  ownc  wicked  wir, 

She  there  deuiz'd  a  wondrous  worke  to  frame, 
Whofe  like  on  earth  was  neuer  framed  yit, 
That  euen  Nature  felfe  enuidc  the  fame, 
And  grudg'd  to  fee  the  counterfet  fhould  fiiame 
The  thing  it  felfe :  In  hand  fhe  boldly  tookc 
To  make  another  like  the  former  Dame, 
Another  Florimell>  in  fhape  and  lookc 

So  liuely  and  fo  like,  that  many  it  miftookc. 

The  fubftance,  whereof  fhe  the  body  made, 
Was  purcft  fhow  in  mafly  mould  congcald, 
Which  flie  had  gathered  in  a  fhady  glade 
Of  the  Riphxan  hils,  to  her  reueald 
By  errant  Sprights>  but  from  all  men  conceald : 
The  fame  fhe  temprcd  with  fine  Mercury, 
And  virgin  wcx,  that  neuer  yet  was  feald, 
And  mingled  them  with  pcrfed  vermily, 

That  like  a  liuely  fanguinc  it  feerad  to  the  eye. 

Kki  Inflead 


In  ftead  of  eyes  two  burning  lampes  (he  fee 
In  filucr  fockets,  fhyninglike  the  skyes, 
And  a  quicke  mouing  Spirit  did  arret 
To  ftirre  and  roll  them,like  to  womens  eyes* 
In  ftead  of  yellow  lockes  (he  did  deuy  fc, 
With  golden  wyre  to  wcaue  her  curled  head; 
Yet  golden  wyre  was  not  fo  yellow  thryfe 
As  Flmmells  fayre  heare :  and  in  the  ftead 

Of  life,  fhe  put  a  Spright  to  rule  the  carcas  dead, 

A  wicked  Spright  yfraught  with  fawning  guyle, 
And  fayre refemblanceaboue. ill  the  reft, 
Which  with  the  Prince  of  Darkcnes  fell  Iomewhyfo 
From  heauens  blis  and  euerlafting  reft, 
Him  needed  not  inftruft,  which  way  were  bed 
Him  felfe  to  fafhion  likeft  Florimclly 
Ne  how  to  fpeake,  ne  how  to  vfc  his  geft^ 
Forheincounterfefeunce  did  excel], 

And  allthe  wyles  of  wemens  wits  knew  paffing  well; 

Him  fliaped  thus,  {Be  deckt  in  garments  gay, 
Which  Florimell  had  left  behind  her  fate', 
That  who  fo  then  h  er  fa  w,  would  furcly  fay 
It  was  her  felfe,  whom  it  did  imitate,  * 
Or  fayrcr  then  her  felfe,  if  ought  algate 
Might  fayrer  be.  And  then  fheforth  her  brought 
Vnto  her  fbnne,  that  lay  in  feeble  ftate$ 
Who  feeing  her  gan  ftreight  vpftart,  and  thought 

She  was  the  Lady  felfe;  who  he  fo  long  had  fought.. 

Thofaft  her  clipping  twixt  his  armes  twaync^ 
Extremely  ioyed  in  fo  happy  fight, . 
And  foone  forgot  his  former  fickely  payne  • 
Bntfhe;themore  tofeeraefuchasfhe  hight, 

Coylj? 
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Coyly  rebutted  his  cmbracement  li  ght} 
Yet  ftill  with  gentle  countenaunce  retain'd, 
Enough  to  hold  a  foole  in  vaine  delight  : 
Hiin  long  fhefo  with  fhadowes  entertain'd, 
As  her  CreatreflTe  had  in  charge  to  her  ordain'd. 

Till  on  a  day  4  as  he  difpofed  was 

To  walke  the  woedes  with  that  his  Idole  faire, 

Her  to  difport ,  and  idle  time  to  pas, 

In  th'open  frcfhnesof  the  gen  tie  aire, 

A  knight  that  way  there  chaunced  to  repaire ; 

Yet  knight  he  was  not,  but  a  boaftfull  fwaine, 

Thatdeedesof  armes  hadeucrindefpaire, 

Proud  Braggadeccbio ,  that  in  vaunting  vaine 

His  glory  did  repofc,  and  credit  did  maintaine. 

Hefeeingwith  thatChorle  fb faire  a  wight, 
Decked  with  many  acoftly  ornament, 
Much  meruciled  thereat,  as  well  he  might, 
And  thought  that  match  a  fowle  di(paragemcnt : 
His  bloody  fpearc  eftefoones  he  boldly  bent 
Againft  the  filly  clownc,  who  dead  through  feare. 
Fell  ftreight  to  ground  in  great  aftonifhment} 
Villein  (fayd  he)  this  Lady  is  my  dearc , 

Dy3  if  thou  it  gainefay :  I  will  away  her  beare. 

The  fearcfull  Chorle  durftnot  gainefay,  nor  dooe, 
But  trembling  ftood ,  and  yielded  him  the  pray  5 
Wh6  finding  iitle  Icafiire  her  to  wooc, 
OnT romparts  fteed  her  mounted  without  ftay, 
And  without  reskew  led  her  quite  away. 
Proud  man  himfelfe  then  Braggadochio  dcem'd, 
And  next  to  none,  after  that  happy  day^ 
Being  poffeffed  of  that  fpoyle,  which  feem'd 

The  faircft  wight  on  ground,  and  mod  ofracn  efteem'd. 

-    Kk  3  But 
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But  when  hec  faw  himfelfe  free  from  pourfute, 
He  gan  make  gentle  purpofe  to  his  Dame, 
With  termcsofloueandlewdneffe  diflblute; 
For  he  could  well  his  globing  fpeaches  frame 
To  fuch  vaine  vfes,  that  him  beft  became: 
But  fhe  thereto  would  lead  but  light  regard, 
As  feeming  fory ,  that  (lie  eucr  came 
Into  his  po  wre,  that  vfed  her  fo  hard, 
To  reaue  her  honor  ,which  fhe  more  then  life  prefard. 

Thus  as  they  two  ofkindnes  treated  long, 

There  them  by  chaunce  encountred  on  the  way 
An  armed  knight,  vpon  a  courfer  ftrong, 
Whofe  trampling  feete  vpon  the  hollow  lay 
Seemed  to  thunder,  and  did  nigh  affray 
That  Capons  corage  ;yet  he  looked  grim, 
And  faynd  to  chearc  his  lady  in  difmay, 
Who  feemd  for  feare  to  quake  in  eucry  lim, 

And  her  to  due  from  outrage,  meekely  prayed  hira* 

Fiercely  that  ftraunger  forward  came,  and  nigh 
Approching,  with  bold  words  and  bitter  threat, 
Bad  that  fame  boaftcr,  as  h  e  mote,  on  high 
To  leaue  to  him  that  lady  for  exc heat, 
Or  bide  him  batteill  without  further  treat. 
That  challenge  did  too  peremptory  feeme, 
And  fild  his  fenfes  with  abatement  great$ 
Yet  feeing  nigh  him  icopardy  extreme. 

He  itdiffembled  well,  and  light  feemd  to  efteeme. 

-  Saying,  Thou  foolifh  knight,  that  ween  ft  with  words 
To  fteale  away,  that  I  with  blowes  haue  wonne, 
And  broght  throgh  points  of  many  perilous  fwords: 
But  if  thee  lift to  fee  thy  Courfer  ronne, 
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Or  proue  thy  felfe,  this  fad  encounter  flhonne, 
And  feekc  els  without  hazard  of  thy hedd. 
At  thofe  prowd  words  that  other  knight  begonnc 
To  wex  exceeding  wroth^and  him  aredd 
To  turne  his  ftcede  about, or  furc  he  fhould  be  dedd. 

Sith  then  (faid  BraggAdocbio)  needes  thou  wilt 
Thy  daies  abridge,  through  proofe  ofpuiffaunce, 
Turne  we  our  deeds,  that  boch  in  cquail  tile 
May  mcete  agame,  and  each  take  happy  chaunce. 
This  faid  they  both  a  furlongs  mountcnaunce 
Retird  their  ftceds.  to  ronne  in  cuen  race: 
hutBraggadctbie  with  his  bloody  launcc 
Once  hauing  turnd,  no  more  returnd  his  face, 

But  Icftc  his  loue  to  lofTe,  and  fled  him  felfe  apace. 

The  knight  him  feeing  flie,  had  no  regard 
Him  to  pourfew,  bu  t  to  the  lady  rode, 
And  hauing  her  from  Trompart  lightly  rcard* 
Vpon  his  Courferfett  the  loucly  lode, 
Arrd  with  her  fled  away  without  abode. 
Well  weened  he,  that  faircft  Florimell 
It  was,  with  whom  in  company  hcyode, 
And  fo  her  felfe  did  al waies  to  him  tell; 
So  made  him  thinke  him  felfe  in  heuen,  that  was  in  hell. 

But  Florimell  h  er  felfe  was  Far  away, 
Driuen  to  great  diflreffc  by  fortune  ftraunge, 
And  taught  the  carefull  Mariner  to  play, 
Sith  late  mifchauncc  had  her compeld  tochaungc 
The  land  for  fea,  at  randon  there  to  raunge : 
Yett  there  that  cruell  QueeneauengerefTe, 
Not  fatisfyde  fo  far  her  to  eftraunge 
From  courtly  blis  and  wonted  happineffe, 

}id  heape  on  her  new  waues  of  weary  wretchcdncfleJ 
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For  being  fled  into  the  fifhers  bote, 
For  refuge  from  theMonfters  cruelty, 
Long  fo  (he  on  the  mighty  maine  did  flote, 
And  with  the  tide  droue  forward  carelcfly, 
For  th'ay re  was  milde,and  cleared  was  the  skie, 
And  all  his  windes  Dan  Aeolm  didkecpe, 
From  ftirring  vp  their  ftormy  enmity, 
As  pittying  to  fee  her  waile  and  wcepe; 

But  all  the  while  thefifher  did  fecurely  fleepe. 

A  t  laft  when  dronckc  with  drowfinefTe5he  woke, 
And  faw  his  drouer  driue  along  the  ftreame, 
He  wasdifmayd,andthrifehisbreftheftrokc, 
For  marueiil  of  that  accident  extreame; 
But  when  he  faw,  that  blazing  beauties  beame, 
Which  with  rare  light  his  bote  did  beautifye, 
He  r$arueild  more,  and  thought  he  yet  did  dreamc 
Not  well  awaktc,  or  that  fome  extafyc 

Aflottcdhad  hisfencejOr  dazed  was  his  eye. 

But  when  her  well  auizing,hee  peceiu'd  ✓ 
To  be  no  vifion  .  nor  fantafticke  fight, 
Great  comfort  of  her  prefence  he  conceiu'd, 
And  felt  in  his  old  corage  new  delight 
To  gin  awake.,  and  ftir  his  frofen  fpright  : 
•  Tho  rudely  askte  her,  how  (he  thether  came. 
Ah  ( fayd  (he)  father  I  note  read  aright, 
What  hard  misfortune  brought  me  to  this  fame^ 
Yet  am  I  glad  that  here  I  now  in  fafety  ame. 

But  thou  good  man,  fich  far  in  fea  we  bee, 
And  the  great  waters  gtn  apace  tofwdl, 
That  now  no  more  we  can  the  mayn-land  fee, 
Haue  care,  I  pray,  to  guide  the  cock-bote  well, 
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Lcaft  vvorfc  on  fca  then  vs  on  land  befell, 
Thereat  th'old  man  did  nought  but  fondly  grin. 
And  faidc,  his  boat  the  way  could  wifely  tell: 
But  his  deceiptfull  eyes  did  neuer  lin, 
To  looke  on  her  faire  face,  and  marke  her  fnowy  skin. 

The  fight  whereof  in  his  congealed  fleflx, 
Infixc  fuch  fecretc  fting  of  greedy  luft, 
That  the  drie  withered  ftocke  it  gan  refrefh, 
And  kindled  heat,  that  foonc  in  flame  forth  bruft ; 
The  drieft  wood  is  fooneft  burnt  to  duft. 
Rudely  to  her  he lept?and  his  rough  hand 
Where  ill  became  him,  rafhly  would  haue  thruft, 
But  fhe  with  angry  fcornc  him  did  withftond, 

And  fhamefully  reprou'd  for  his  ru  denes  fond. 

But  hc,that  neuer  good  nor  mancrs  knew, 
Her  fharpe  rebuke  full  litle  did  efteemej 
Hardis  to  teach  an  old  horfe  amble  trc  w# 
The  inward  fmoke,  that  did  before  but  ftecme, 
Broke  into  open  fire  and  rage  extreme, 
And  now  he  ftrength  gan  adde  vnto  his  will, 
Forcyng  to  doe,that  did  him  fowle  mifleemc: 
Bcaftly  he  thre we  her  downe,  ne  car'd  to  fpill 

Her  garments  gay  withfealesof  fifh,  that  all  did  GO. 

The  filly  virgin  ftroue  him  to  withftand, 
All  that  fhe  might,  and  him  in  vaine  rcuild: 
Sheeflrugled  ftrongly  both  with  footc  and  hand;, 
To  fauc  her  honor  from  that  villaine  vilde, 
Andcridc  to  heuen,  from  humane  helpeexild. 
O  ye  braue  knights,  that  boaft  this  Ladies  lout, 
Where  be  ye  now,  whpn  fhe  is  nigh  defild 
Of  filthy  wretch  ?  well  may  (he  you  reproue 

Of  falfchood  or  of  flouth,when  mod  it  may  behoue. 

But 


510  Tie  tbiriBookeof       Cant.  VIll. 

But  if  that  thou3  Sir  Satyr -any  didft  wecte, 
Or  thou.  Sir  Peridure^  her  Tory  ftate, 
How  foonc  would  yee  affcmblc  many  a  flecte, 
To  fetch  from  fea,  that  ye  at  land  loft  late; 
Towres,  citties,  kingdomes  yc  would  ruinate, 
In  your  auengement  and  difpitcous  rage, 
Ne  ought  your  burning  fury  mote  abate-, 
But  if  Sir  Calidore  could  it  prefage, 

Noliuing  creature  could  his  cruelty  affwagc. 

But  fith  that  none  of  all  her  knights  is  nye, 
See  how  the  heauens  of  voluntary  grace, 
And  foueraine  fauor  towards  chaitity, 
Doc  fuccor  fend  to  her  diftrcflcd  cacc  : 
So  much  high  God  doth  innocence  embrace. 
It  fortuned,  whileft  thus  (lie  ftifly  ftrouc, 
And  the  wide  fea  importuned  longfpace 
With  fhrillingfliriek:es5iPr^^abrodedid  roue, 

Along  thefomy  waues  driuing  his  finny  drouc. 

Trot  ens  is  Shepheard  of  the  feas  of  yore, 

And  hath  the  charge  of  Nef  tunes  mighty  heard, 
An  aged  fire  with  head  all  frowy  hore, 
And  fprincHed  froft  vpon  his  deawy  beard: 
Who  when  thofe  pittifull  outcries  he  heard, 
Through  all  the  feas  fo  ruefully  rcfownd, 
His  charcttfwifte  in  haft  he  thethcr  ftcard, 
Which  with  a  teemeof  fcaly  P^^bownd 

Was  drawne  vpon  the  waues^hat  fomed  him  around. 

And  comming  to  thatFifhers  wandring  bote, 
That  went  at  wjll,withouten  card  or  fayle, 
He  therein  faw  that  yrkefome  fight,  which  frnotc 
Deepc  indignation  and  companion  frayle 

Into 
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Into  his  hare  attoncc:  flreight  did  he  haylc 
The  greedy  villein  from  his  hoped  pray, 
Of  which  he  now  did  very  litle  fayle, 
And  with  his  ftaffc,  that  driues  his  heard  aftfty 
Him  bcttfo  fore,  that  life  andfencc  did  much  difmay. 

The  whiles  thepitteous  Lady  vp  did  ryfc, 
Ruffled  and  fowly  raid  with  filthy  foyle, 
And  blubbred  face  with  tcares  of  her  f aire  eyest 
Her  heart  nigh  broken  was  with  weary  toyle, 
To  faue  her  felfe  from  that  outrageous  (poyle, 
But  when  fhe  looked  vp,  to  wect,what  wi^ht 
Had  her  from  lo  infamous  fad  afToyld,  * 
For  fhame5but  more  for  feare  of  his  grim  fight. 

Downe  in  her  lap  (he  hid  her  face,  and  lowdly  ihright. 

Her  felfe  not  fauedyet  from  daunger  dredd 

She  thought,  but  chaung'd  from  one  to  other  feare- 
Likeasa  fearefuJI  partridge,  thatis  fledd 
From  the  flurpc  hauke,which  her  attached  neare. 
™  J  tus  to  ground,  to  feeke  for  fuccor  thcarc, 
Whereas  the  hungry  Spaniells  fhe  does  fpyc, 

With  greedy  iawes  herready  for  to  teare- 
In  fuch  diftreffe  and  fad  perplexity 
Was  Flcrimell^/hen  Prat  em  fhe  did  fee  her  by. 

Buthe  endcuored  with  fpeaches  mildc 
Her  to  reeomfort,  and  accourage  bold, 
Bidding  her  feare  no  more  her  focman  vilde. 
Nor  doubt  hiajfclfejaiid  who  he  was  her  told. 
Yet  all  that  could  not  from  affright  her  hold, 
Ne  to  reeomfort  her  at  all  prettay  ld; 
For  herfaint  hart  was  with  the  frofen  cold 
Benumbd  fo  inly,  that  her  wits  nigh  fayld, 

And  all  her  fences  with  abafhsaeut  c£uitc  were  quayld. 

Her 
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Her  vp  betwixt  his  rugged  hands  he  reard, 
And  with  his  frory  lips  full  foftly  kift, 
Whiles  the  cold  y  fickles  from  his  rough  beard. 
Dropped  adowne  vpon  her  yuoiy  brell: 
Yet  he  him  felfe  fo  bufily  addreft, 
That  her  out  of  aftonifhmcnt  he  wrought, 
And  out  of  chat  fame  fifhers  filthy  neft 
Rcmouing  her,  into  his  charct  brought, 

And  there  with  many  gentle  tcrmes  her  faire  befought. 

But  that  old  Ieachour,  which  withhold  aflaulc 
That  beautie  durft  prefume  to  violate, 
Hccaftto  punifhforhis  hainous  faulty 
Then  tooke  he  him  yet  trembling  fith  of  late, 
And  tyde  behind  hischaret,to  aggrate 
The  virgin,whom  he  had  abufdc  lo  fore: 
So  dragd  him  through  the  waues  in  f.ornfullftatc, 
And  after  caft  him  vp,  vpon  the  Chore; 

But  Florimclt with  him  vnto  his  bo  wre  he  bore. 

His  bowrc  is  in  the  bottom  of  the  maine, 
Vnder  a  mightie  rocke,  gainft  which  doe  rauc 
The  roringbillowesin  their  proud  difdaine, 
That  with  the  angry  working  of  the  wauc, 
Therein  is  eaten  out  an  hollow  caue, 
Thatfeemes  rough  Mafons  hand  vvith  engines  keene 
Had  long  while  laboured  it  to  cngraue: 
There  was  his  wonne,  ne  liriog  wight  was  fcene, 

Sauc  one  old  Nymph,  high  Panose  to  keepe  it  cleane. 

Thether  he  brought  the  fory  Vlorimell^ 
And^ntertaincd  her  the  beft  he  might 
And  Pan  ope  her  entertaind  eke  well, 
As  an  immortall  mote  a  rnortall  wight, 

To 
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To  winne  her  liking  viito  his  delight- 
With  flattering  wordes  he  fweetly  wooed  he  r, 
And  offered  faire  guiftcs,t'allure  her  fight, 
.       But  flie  both  offers  and  the  offerer 

DefpyfdcandaU  thcfawning  of  the  flatterer. 

Dayly  he  tempted  her  with  this  or  that, 
And  ncucr  fuffrcd  her  to  be  atreft: 
But  euermore  fhe  him  refuted  flat, 
And  all  his  fained  kindncs  did  deteft. 
So  firmely  flic  had  fealed  vp  her  breft. 
Sometimes  he  boafted,  that  a  God  he  hi°ht: 
But  lhea  mortall  creature  loued  beft: 
Then  he  would  make  him  felfe  a  mortall  wiehft- 

Butthenflie  faid  foe  lou'd  none,  but  a  Faery  knight.. 

Then  like  a  Faerie  knight  him  felfe  hedreft  $ 
For  cuery  foape  on  him  he  could  endew: 
Then  like  a  king  he  was  to  her  expreft, 
And  offred  kingdoms  vnto  her  in  vew, 
To  be  his  Leman  and  his  Lady  trew: 
But  when  all  this  he  nothing  faw  preuaile, 
With  harder  meanes  he  caft  her  to  fubdew, 
And  with  fiarpcthreatcs  her  often  didaffayle, 
So  thmking  for  to  make  her  ftubborne  cowge  quaylc 

to  dreadful!  foapes  he  did  himfelfe  ttanfforme, 
Now  like  a  Gyaunt,now  like  to  a  feend, 
Then  likea  Centaure,  then  like  to  a  ftorme, 

Raging  within  the  waues:  thereby  he  wcend 
Her  will  to  win  vnto  his  wifhed  cend. 
But  when  with  feare,nor  fauour,  nor  with  all 
He  els  could  doe,  he  faw  him  felfe  eftecmd, 
Downein  a  Dongcon  decpehe  letherfall, 
Andthreatned  thereto  make  her  his  etemall  thrall. 

Eternali' 
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Etcrnall  thraldome  was  tohcrmoreliefe, 
Then  loffe  of  chaftitie,  or  chaunge  of  louc: 
Dye  had  flie  rather  in  tormenting  gricfe, 
Then  any  fhould  of falfcncffc  her  rcproue, 
Or  lobfencs,  that  flic  lightly  did  rcmouc. 
Moft  vertuous  virgin,  glory  be  thy  meed, 
And  crownc  ofheauenly  prayfc  with  Saintcs  aboue, 
Where  moft  fwecthymxncs  of  this  thy  famous  deed 

Are  ftill  cmongft  them  fong,  that  far  my  rymes  exceed. 

Fit  feng  of  Angels  caroled  to  bee, 

But  yet  what  fb  my  feeble  Mufc  can  frame, 
Shalbe  t aduance  thy  goodly  chaftitec, 
And  to  enroll  thy  memorable  name, 
In  th'hcart  of  cucry  honourable  Dame, 
That  they  thy  vertuous  decdes  may  imitate, 
And  be  partakers  of  thy  cndlefle  fame. 
Ytyrkes  mc,lcaue  thee  in  this  w ofullftatc, 
To  tell  of  Satyrtnt  >v/hcrc  I  him  left  of  late. 

Who  hauing  ended  with  that  Squyre  ofDdmes 
A  long  difcourfe  of  his  aducntures  vayne, 
The  which  himfelfe,  then  Ladies  more  defames, 
And  findin  g  not  xKHyen*  to  be  flay nc, 
With  thatfamc Squyre,  retourned backagayne 
To  his  firft  way.  And  as  they  forward  went, 
They  fpyde  a  knight  fayrc  pricking  on  the  playne, 
As  if  he  were  on  fomc  aduenturc  bent, 
And  in  his  port  appeared  manly  hardimen t. 

Sir  SAtyr&ne  him  towardes  did  addrcfle, 

To  weet,what  wighthe  was,  and  whathis  quefh 
And  camming  nigh,  eftfoones  he  gan  to  geffe 
Both  by  the  burning  hart,  which  on  his  breft 
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He  bare,and  by  the  colours  in  his  creft, 
ThaeP*r/aW/it  was.  Tho  to  him  yode, 
And  him  faluting,  as  befecmedbeft, 
Gan  firft  inquire  of  tydinges  farre  abrocfe; 
And  afterwardes,on  whataduenture  now  he  rode. 

Who  thereto  anfwering  faid/Thc  tydinges  bad, 
Which  now  in  Faery  court  all  men  doe  tell, 
Which  turned  hath  great  mirth,to  mourning  fad, 
Is  the  late  ruine  of  proud  CMarinell, 
And  fuddcin  parture  of  faitc  Flerimcllj 
To  find  him  forth:  and  after  her  are  gone 
All  the  braue  knightcs,  that  doen  in  amies  cxcell, 
To  fauegard  her,  y  wandred  all  alone; 

Emongft  the  reft  my  iott  (vn  worthy')  is  to  be  one. 

Ah  gentle  knight  (faid  then  Sir  Satyrane) 
Thy  labour  all  is  loft,  I  greatly  dread, 
That  haft  a  thankleffc  feruice  on  thee  ta'ne, 
And  offreft facrifice  vnto  the  dead: 
For  dead,  I  furely  doubt,  thoa  maiftarcad 
Henceforth  for  eucr  Flcrimell  to  bee, 
That  all  the  noble  knights  of  MdydcnheaA, 
Which  her  ador'd,  may  fore  repent  with  mce; 

And  all  faire  Ladies  may  for  euer  for/  bee. 

Which  wordes  when  Paridellhzi  heard  Jiis  hew 
Gan  greatly  chaung  and  feemd  difmaid  to  bee, 
Then  faid,  Fayre  Sir,  how  may  I  weene it  trew, 
That  ye  doe  telfin  fuch  vncertcintee? 
Orfpeake  ye  of report,  or  did  ye  fee 
Iuft  caufe  of  dread,that  makes  ye  doubt  fo  fore? 
For  perdie'elles  how  mote  it  euer  bee. 
That  euer  hand  fhould  dare for  to  engore 

H$r  noble  blood?  the  hcuens  fuchcrueltieabhore* 
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Thefe  eyes  did  fee3that  they  will  cuer  rcw 

To  haue  feene,(quoth  he)  when  as  a  monftrous  beaft 
The  Palfrey  ,  whereon  fhe  did  trauell5flew, 
And  of  his  bowels  made  his  bloody  feaft: 
Which  fpeaking  token  fheweth  at  the  leaft 
Her  ccrteine  lofte,  if  not  her  fure  decay: 
Befides,that  more  fufpicion  encreaft, 
I  found  her  golden  girdle  caft  aftray, 

Diftay  nd  with  durt  and  blood,  as  rclique  of  the  pray* 

Ay  me,  (faid  Pauidell)  the  fignes  be  fadd, 

And  but  God  turne  the  fame  to  good  footh  fay. 
That  Ladies fafetie  is  fore  to  be  dradd: 
Yet  will  I  not  forfake  my  forward  way, 
Till  triall  doe  morecerteine  truth  bewray. 
Faire  Sir  (qd,  he)  well  may  ityoufucced, 
Ne  long  fhall  Satyraiee  behind  you  ftay, 
But  to  the  reft,  which  in  this  Queft  proceed 

My  labour  adde,  and  be  partaker  of  their  fpeed. 

Ye  noble  knights  (faid  then  the  Squyrt  of  Dawes) 
Well  may yec fpeedeinfb  praiseworthy  payne: 
But  fith  the  Sunne  now  ginnes  to  flake  his  beamcs. 
In  dcawy  vapours  of  the  wefternc  mayne3 
Andlofethe  temc  outoFhis  weary  wayne, 
Mote  not  miflike  you  alfo  to  abate 
Your  zealous  haft,  till  morrow  next  againe 
Both  light  of  heuen,andftrcngth  of  men  relate: 

Which  ifye  pleafe5to  yonder  caftle  turne  your  gate, 

That  counfell  pleafcd  well*  fo  all  yfere 
Forth  marched  to  a  Caftle  them  before, 
Where  foonc  arryuing,  they  rcftrained  were 
Of  ready  en  trauncc,  which  ought  euermore 
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To  errant  knights  be  commune:  wondrous  fore 
Thereat  difpleafd  they  were,  till  that  young  Squyrc 
Gan  them  informe  thceaufe,  why  that  fame  dore 
Was  fhut  to  all ,  which  lodging  did  defy  re : 

The  which  to  let  you  weet ,  will  further  time  requyrc. 

Cant.  IX. 


■Jg  AtAlbeccoVcrill  no  ftraunge Vnight shop, 
Forfecuifl)£ealofy: 
Taridellgintts  With  Britomart : 
jgj       both  ftjety their aunceHry. 

O  Edoubted  knights,  and  honorable  Dames, 
*^-To  whom  I  leueli  all  my  labours  end, 

Right  fore  I  fearejeaft  with  vnworthie  blames 
This  odious  argument  my  rymcs  fhould  fhend, 
Or  ought  your  goodly  patience  offend, 
Whiles  of  a  wanton  Lady  I  doe  write, 
Which  with  her loofe  incontinence  doth  bknd 
The  fhyningglory  of  your  foueraine  light, 
And  knighthood  fowlc  defaced  by  a  faithlefle  knight. 

But  ncuerlet  th'enfample  ofthe  bad 
Offend  the  good :  for  good  by  paragons 
Of  cuill,  may  more  notably  be  rad, 
As  white  feemes  fayrer,  macht  with  blacke  attoncc; 
Ne  all  are  fhamcd  by  the  faultof  one  : 
For  lo  in  heucn,  whereas  all  goodnes  is, 
Emongftthe  Angels,  awhoJelegionc 
Of  wicked  Sprighres  did  fall  from  happy  blis; 

What  wonder  thcn;if  one  of  women  all  did  mis  > 

Li  Then 
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Then  liften  Lordings,  if  ye  lift  to  weet 
Thecaufe,  why  Satyr ane  and  Pmdell 
Mote  notbeenrertaynd  3as  feemcd  meet, 
Into  that  Caftle  (  as  that  Squyre  does  tell.) 
Therein  a  cancred  crabbed  Carle  does  dwell. 
That  has  no  skill  of  Court  nor  courtefie, 
Ne  cares,  what  men  fay  of  him  ill  or  well ; 
For  all  his  dayes  he  dro  wnes  in  priuitie, 

Yet  has  full  large  to  Iiue,  and  fpend  at  libertic. 

But  all  his  mind  is  let  on  mucky  ptlfc, 
To  hoord  vp  hcapes  of  cuill  gotten  mafle, 
For  which  he  others  wrongs  and  wreckes  himfelfe^ 
Yet  is  he  lincked  to  a  loucly  lade, 
Whofe  beauty  doth  her  bounty  far  furpaffe3 
The  w  hich  to  him  both  far  vnequall  y eare^ 
And  alfo  far  vnlike  conditions  has; 
For  fhe  does  ioy  to  play  emongft  her  peare?, 

And  to  be  free  from  hard  rcfi raynt  and  gealous  fearcs. 

But  he  is  old,  and  withered  like  hay, 
Vnfit  faire  Ladies  fcruicc  to  fupply, 
The  priuie  guilt  w  hereof  makes  him  alway 
Sufped  her  rruth,  and  keepe  continual!  fpy 
Vpon  her  with  his  other  blincked  eye ; 
Nefuffrcth  herefortof  liuing  wight 
Approch  toher,  ne  keepe  her  company, 
But  in  clofe  bowre  her  mcwes  from  all  mens  fight, 

Depriu'd  of  kindly  ioy  and  naturall  delight, 

Mdbtcco  he  >  and  Bellenore  fhe  hight, 
Vnfitly  yokt  together  in  one  teeme, 
That  is  the  caufc,  why  neuer  any  knight 
Isfu&cd  here  to  enter,  but  he  fccmc 

Such, 
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Such;  as  no  doubt  of  him  he  neede  mifdeemc. 
Thereat  Sir  Satyr ane  gan  frayle,  and  fay^ 
Extremely  mad  the  man  I  furely  deeme, 
That  wecnes  with  watch  and  hard  reftraynt  to  flay 
A  womans  will,  which  is  difpofd  to  go  aftray* 

In  vainc  he  feares  that,  which  he  cannot  flionne: 
For  who  wotcs  not,  that  womans  fubtiltyes 
Can  guylen  Argm  3  when  (he  lift  difdonnc  ? 
It  is  not  yron  bandes,  nor  hundred  eyes, 
Nor  brafen  walls,  nor  many  wakeful!  fpyes, 
That  can  withhold  her  wilfull  wandring  feet, 
But  faft  goodwill  with  gentle  courtefyes, 
And  timely  fcruice  to  her  pleafures  meet 

May  her  perhaps  containe ,  that  elfe  would  algates  fleet* 

Then  is  he  not  more  mad  (  fayd  Paridell ) 
That  hath  himfelfe  vnto  fuch  feruicefold, 
In  dolefuil  thraldome  all  his  dayes  to  dwell? 
For  fure  a  foole  I  doe  him  firmely  hold, 
Thatloucs  his  fetters  ,  though  they  were  of  gold. 
But  why  doe  wee  deuife  of  others  ill, 
Whylcs  thus  we  fuffer  this  fame  dotard  old, 
To  keepc  vs  out,  in  fcorne  of  his  o wne  will, 

And  rather  do  not  ranfack  all,  and  him  fclfe  kill  > 

Nay  let  vs  firft  (fayd  $atj>rane)emrtzt 
The  man  by  gentle  meanes,  to  let  vs  in, 
And  afterwardes  affray  with  cruell  threat, 
Ere  that  we  to  efforce  it  doe  begin  : 
Then  if  all  fayle,we  will  by  force  it  win, 
And  eke  reward  the  wretch  for  his  mefprife, 
As  may  be  worthy  of  his  hayno  us  fin0 
That  counfellpleafd :  then  Paridel/didtiCe, 

And  to  the  Caftle  gate  approcht  in  quiet  wife* 

Hz  Whereat 
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Whereat foft  knocking  5  entrance  he  defyrd. 

The  good  man  felfe,  which  then  the  Porter  playd, 
Him  anfwered3that  all  were  now  retyrd 
Vnto  their  reft,  and  all  the  keyes  conuayd 
Vnto  their  maifter,  who  in  bed  was  layd, 
That  none  him  durft  awake  out  of  his  drcme ; 
And  therefore  them  of  patience  gen  tly  pray  A 
Then  Partdt/lbcgan  tochaunge  his  theme. 

And  thrcatned  him  with  force  &  punifhment  extreme, 

But  all  in  vaine;  for  nought  mote  him  relent, 
And  now  fo  long  before  the  wicket  faft 
They  way  ted  3  that  the  night  was  forward  fpent, 
Andthefaire  welkin  fowlyouercaft, 
Gan  blowen  vp  a  bitter  ftormy  blaft, 
With  fhowre  and  hayle  Co  horrible  and  dred, 
That  this  faire  many  were  compeld  at  Iaft, 
Toflyforfuccourto  a  little  fhed, 

The  which  befide  the  gate  for  fivyne  was  ordered. 

It  fortuned,foone  after  they  were  gone. 

Another  knight ,  whom  tempeft  thetherbroughfj 
Came  to  that  Caftlc,  and  with  earned mone, 
Like  as  the  reft,  late  entrance  desre  befought; 
But  like  fo  as  the  reft  he^rayd  for  nought. 
For  flatly  he  of  entrance  was  rcfufd. 
Sorely  thereat  he  was  difpleafd3and  thought 
How  to  aucnge  himfelfc  fo  fore  abufd, 

And  euermore  the  Carle  of  courtefie  accufd. 

Buttoauoyde  th'intollerable  ftowre, 

He  was  compeld  to  feekefome  refuge  nearc, 
And  to  thatfhcJ  ,'tofhrowd  him  from  the  (Thowre^ 
He  cams,  which  full  of  ^uefts  he  found  w  hylearc, 
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So  as  he  was  not  let  to  enter  there : 
Whereat  he  ganto  wex  exceeding  wroth, 
And  fwore,  that  he  would  lodge  with  shem  yfcre, 
Or  thc«i  diflodg^  all  were  they  liefe  or  loth; 
And  fo  defyde  them  each,  and  fo  defyde  them  both. 

Both  were  full  loth  to  Ieaue  that  nccdfiill  tent, 
And  both  full  loth  in  darkeneffe  to  debate; 
Yet  both  full  liefe  him  lodging  to  haue  lent, 
And  both  full  liefe  his  boaftiog  to  abate  -y 
But  chiefely  Parideil  his  hart  did  grate , 
To  hearehim  threaten  fo  dcfpightfully, 
As  if  he  did  a  dogge  in  kenell  rate, 
That  durfl  not  barkej  and  rather  had  he  dy, 

Then  when  he  was  defyde,  in  cowardcorner  ly* 

Tho  haftily  remounting  to  his  ftecd, 

He  forth  iffc w'd  5  like  as  a  boyflrous  winde, 

Which  in  th'earthes  hoilo  w  caues  hath  long  ben  hid, 

And  fhut  vp  faft  within  her  prifons  blind, 

Makes  the  huge  element  againft  her  kinde 

To  moue,  and  tremble  as  it  were  aghaft, 

Vntill  that  it  an  iflew  forth  may  finde; 

Then  forth  it  breakes ,  and  with  his  furious  blaft 

Confounds  both  land  &  feas,  and  skyes  doth  ouercaft. 

Their  fteel-hed  fpeares  they  ftrongly  coucht;and  met 
Together  with  impetuous  rage  and  forfo, 
That  with  the  terrour  of  their  fierce  afftet, 
They  rudely  droue  to  ground  both  man  and  horfc, 
That  each  awhilelay  like  a  fcncclcfle  corfe. 
But  Partdeilfavc  brufed  with  the  blovv^ 
Could  not arifCj  the  counterchaunge  tofoorfe, 
Till  that  young  Squyre  him  rcaredfrom  belowj 

Then  drew  he  his  bright fw6td,&gan  about  him  throw 

LI  3  But 
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But  SAijrane  forth  ftepping,  did  them  ftay 
And  with  faire  treaty  pacifide  their  y re; 
Then  when  they  were  accorded  from  the  fray, 
Againft  that  Cadles  Lord  they  gan  confpin*, 
To  heape  on  him  dew  vengeaunce  for  his  hire. 
They  beene  agreed,  and  to  the  gates  they  goe 
To  burne  the  fame  wich  vnquenchable  fire , 
And  that  vncurteous  Carle  their  commune  foe 

To  docfowle  death  to  die,  or  wrap  id  grieuous  woe. 

tMdlbecco  feeing  them  refolud  in  deed 

To  flame  the  gates,  and  hearingthemtocalf 
For  fire  in  earned,  ran  with  fearfull  fpeed, 
And  to  them  calling  from  the  caftle  wall, 
Befought  them  humbly,  him  to  beare  with  all, 
As  ignorant  of  feruants  bad  abufc, 
Andflacke  attendaunce  vntoftraungers  call, 
The  knights  were  willing  all  thingsto  excufe, 

Though  nought  beieu'd^  e  ntrauce  late  did  not  rcfufe. 

They  becne  ybrought  into  a  comely  bowre, 
And  ferud  of  all  things  that  mote  needful!  bec^ 
Yet  fecretly  their  hofle  did  on  them  lowre, 
And  welcomde  more  for  feare,  then  charitee, 
But  they  difTembled,  what  they  did.not  fee, 
And  welcomed  themfelues.  Each  gan  vndight 
Their  garments  wetc,and  weary  armour  free, 
To  dry  them  felues  by  Vulcmes  flaming  light, 

And  eke  their  lately  bruzed  parts  to  bring  in  plight. 

And  eke  that  ftraunger  knight  emongft  therefts 
Was  for  like  need  enforft  to  difaray  : 
Tho  w  henas  vailed  was  her  lofty  creft, 
Her  golden  locks,  that  werein  tramells  gay 

•  Vpbounden, 
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Vpboundcn5  did  thcmfclues  adownedifplay. 
And  raugh  t  vnro  her  heeles ;  like  funny  beames, 
That  in  a  cloud  their  light  did  long  time  ftay, 
Their  vapour  vaded,  ftiewe  their  golden  gleamcs, 
And  through  the  perfant  aire  fhoote  forth  their  azure 

(ftreamc^ 

Shee  alfo  dofte  her  heauy  haberieori, 

Which  the  fake  feature  of  her  limbs  did  hyde, 
And  her  well  plighted  frock,  which  (he  did  won 
To  tucke  about  her  ihort,  when  (he  did  ryde, 
Shee  low  let  fall,  that  flowd  from  her  lanck  fyde 
Downe  to  her  foot,  with  careleffe  modeftce* 
Then  of  them  all  the  plainly  was  efpydc, 
To  be  a  woman  wight,  vnwift  to  bee3 

The  fairefl:  woman  wight,  that  eucr  eie  did  fee* 

Like  as  Bellons ,beinglate  rcturnd 

From  {laughter  of  the  Giaunts  conquered^; 
Where  proud  Encelade ,  whofe  wide  nofcthrils  burnd 
With  breathed  flames,  like  to  a  furnace  redd, 
Transfixed  wich  her  fpeace,  downe  tombled  dedd 
From  top  of /tow,  by  him  heaped  hye; 
Hath  loofd  her  helmet  from  her  lofty  hedd, 
And  her  Qorgonhn  fhield  gins  to  vntye 

From  her  lefte  arme;  to  reft  in  glorious  vi&oryc. 

Which  whenas  they  beheld,  they  fmittcn  were 
With  great  amazement  of  Co  wondrous  fight, 
And  each  on  other?,  and  they  all  on  her 
Stood  gazing,  as  if  fuddein  great  affright 
Had  them  furprizd  ♦  At  laftauizing ..right,  ' 
Her  goodly  perfonage  and  glorious  hew, 
Which  they  fo  much  miftooke,  they  tooke  delight 
In  their  firft  error,  and  yett  ftill  anew 

With  wonder  ot  her  bcautv  fed  their  hongry  vcw. 

JL14-  Yet 
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Yet  note  their  hongty  vew  be  fatisfide, 
But  feeing  ftill  the  more  defir'd  to  fee, 
And  euer  firmely  fixed  did  abide 
In  contemplation  of  diuinitee: 
But  moft  they  rneruaild  at  her  cheualree, 
And  noble  prowefle,  which  fhey  had  approu'd, 
That  much  they  faynd  to  know,  who  fhe  mote  bee* 
Yet  none  of  all  them  her  thereof  amou'd, 

Yet  cuery  one  her  likte,  and  eucry  one  her  lou'd. 

And  Paridell  though  partly  difcontcnt 
With  his  late  fall,  and  fowle  indignity, 
Yet  was  foone  wonne  his  malice  to  relent, 
Through  gratious  regard  of  her  faire  eye. 
And  krjiglrJy  worth,  which  lie  toolacedrd  try, 
Yet  tried  did  adore .  Supper  was  dightj 
Then  they  Maltecco  prayd  ofcounefy, 
That  of  his  lady  they  might  haue  the  fight, 

And  company  at  meat,  to  doe  them  more  delight. 

But  he  to  fhifte  their  curious  requeft, 

Gan  caufen,  why  flic  could  not  come  in  place$ 
Her  crafedhekh,  her  late  recourfe  to  reft, 
And  humid  euening  ill  for  ficke  folkes  cacc, 
But  none  of  thofe  excufes  could  take  placej 
Ne  would  they  eate,tiil  (lie  in  prcfence  came. 
Shce  came  in  prcfeace  with  right  comely  grace, 
And  fairely  them  faluted>  as  became, 

And  fhcwdhq?  fclfein  all  a  gentle  courteous  Dame. 

They  fate  to  meat,  and \S*tjr*nt  his  chaunce, 
Was  her  before, and  Paridell befide  j 
But  he  hiro -fclfc  fate-looking  ftill  askaunce, 
Gaiaft  £r/twzartyand  cucr  dofely  eidc 
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Sir  Satyrane^  with  glaunces  might  not  glide- 
But  his  bliadeeie>  that  fided  Partdell, 
All  his  demeafnurc  from  his  fight  did  hide: 
On  herfairefacefodidhcfeedehisfill, 
And  fent  clofc  mefiages  of  loue  to  her  at  will. 

And  euer  and  anone,  when  none  was  ware, 

With  fpeaking  Iookes,that  clofe  embaffage  bore. 
He  rou'd  at  her,  and  told  his  fecrct  care  : 
For  all  that  arc  he  learned  had  of  yore. 
Newasfhe  ignorauntofthatleud  lore, 
But  in  his  eye  his  meaning  wifely  redd, 
And  with  the  like  him  aunfwerd  eucrmore: 
Shec  (ent  at  him  one  fyric  dare,  whofe  hedd 

Empoifned  was  with  priuy  Iuft,  and  gealous  dredd. 

He  from  that  deadly  throw  made  no  defence, 
But  to  the  wound  his  weake  heart  opened  wyde. 
The  wicked  engine  through  falfc  influence, 
Paft  through  his  eies3and  fecretly  did  glyde 
Into  his  heart,  which  it  did  forely  gryde. 
But  nothing  new  to  him  was  that  fame  painc, 
Ne  paine  at  all ;  for  he  fo  ofte  had  trydc 
The  powre  thereof,  and  lou'd  fo  oft  in  *ai*ie, 

That  thing  ofcourfehecounted^  louc  toenterraine. 

Thenceforth  to  her  he  fought  to  intimate 
His  inward  griefe,  by  mcanes  to  him  well  knowpx, 
Now  Baccfas  fruit  outof  thefiluer  plate 
He  on  the  table  daflit,  as  ouerchrowne, 
Or  of  the  fruitfull  iiquor  ouerflowne, 
Andbythedaunciogbubblesxiiddiuine, 
Or  therein  write  toletthis  loue  be  fhowne; 
Which  wcllfhe  redd  out  of  the  learned  line', 

A  facrameat  prophanc  in  miftery  of  wine. 

And 
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And  when  fo  of  his  hand  the  pledge  fhe  raught, 
The  guilty  cup  fhefained  to  miftake, 
And  in  her  lap  did  fhed  her  idle  draught, 
Shewing  defire  her  inward  flame  to  flake : 
By  fuch  clofe  fignes  they  fecret  way  did  make 
Vnto  their  wils,  and  one  eies  watch  cfcape; 
Two  eies  him  needeth,for  to  watch  and  wake, 
Who  louers  will  deceiue.  Thus  was  the  ape, 

By  their faire handling, put  into  Malbcccoes cape. 

Now  when  of  meats  and  drinks  they  had  their  fill, 
Purpofe  was  moued  by  that  gentle  Dame, 
Vnto  thofe  knights  aduenturous,  to  tell 
Of  deeds  of  armes,  which  vnto  them  became, 
And  eucry  one  his  kindred,  and  his  name. 
Then  Paridell,  in  whom  a  kindly  pride 
Of  gratious  fpeach;and  skill  his  words  to  frame 
Abounded,  being  yglad  offo  fittctidc 

Him  to  commend  to  her,thus  fpake ,  of  al  well  eide. 

Trty>  that  art  now  nought,  but  an  idle  name, 
And  in  thine  afhes  buried  low  doft  lie, 
Though  whilome  far  much  greater  then  thy  fame, 
Before^hat  angry  Gods,  and  cruell  skie 
V-pon  thee  heapt  a  direfull  deftinie, 
What  boots  it  boaft  thy  glorious  defcent, 
And  fctchfrora  heucn  thy  great  genealogie, 
Sith  all  thy  worthie  pray  fes  being  blent, 

Their  ofspring  hath  embafte,  and  later  glory  fhent. 

Mofl  famous  Worthy  of  the  world,  by  whome 
That  warre  was  kindled,  which  did  Troy  inflame, 
And  (lately  towres  of  Ilhn  whilome 
Brought  vnto  balcfullruine,  was  byname  ^ 
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Sir  Paris  far  renowmd  through  noble  fame. 
Who  through  great  prowefle  and  bold  hardineflc, 
From  Ltcedtmcn  fetcht  the  fay  reft  Dame, 
That  euer  Greece  did  boaft,  or  knight  pofleflc, 

Whom  Venus  to  him  gaue  for  meed  of  worthiness. 

Fay  re  Helene 3  flowre  of  beautie  excellent^ 
And  girlond  of  the  mighty  Conquerours, 
That  madeft  many  Ladies  dearc  lament 
The  heauie  lofle  of  their  braue  Paramours, 
Which  they  far  offbeheld  from  Treiat?tQurcs> 
And  fa  w  theficldes  offaire^4^W^ftrowne 
With  carcafes  of  noble  warrioures, 
Whofe  frui tleffe  hues  were  vnder  furrow  fowne, 

And  Xanthus  fandy  bankes  with  blood  all  ouerflowne* 

From  him  my  linage  I  deriue  aright, 

Whobng  before  the  tenyeares  fiege  of  Trey, 

Whiles  yet  on  Ida  he  a  fhepcheardhight, 

On  faire  Oenone  got  a  Iouely  boy, 

Whom  for  remembrance  ofherpafied  ioy* 

She  of  his  Father  Partus  did  name; 

Who,  after  Grcekes  did  Priam  realme  deftroy, 

Gathrei  the  Troian  reliques  fau'd  from  flame, 

And  with  them  fayling  thence;to  th'Ifle  oi  Parts  came. 

That  was  by  him  cald        which  before 
Hight  N aufa,  there  he  many  y  cares  did  rainc, 
And  built  Nauftde  by  the  Pontick  ihore, 
The  which  he  dying  lefte  next  in  remains 
To  Paridas  his  fonnc* 
From  whom  I  Pariddlby  kin  defcend ; 
But  for  faire  ladies  loue,  and  glories  gaine^ 
My  natiue  foils  h3uelefte,ray  dayes  to  fpend 

Infeewing  deeds  of  armes,  my  Hues  andlabors  cmL 

Whenas 
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Whcnas  the  noble  Britomm  heard  tell 
OtTrokn  warres,and  Prims  citie  fackt, 
The  ruefull  ftory  of  Sir  Paridell, 
She  was  cmpafliond  at  that  piteous  ad, 
With  zclous  en.uy  of  Greekcs  criieii  fad, 
Againft  that  natlon/rom  whofc  race  of  old 
She  heard,  that  (he  was  liueally  extrad: 
For  noble  Britons  fprong  from  T rohns  bold, 

And  T rojnomn:  was  built  of  old  Trojes  allies  cold. 

Then  fighing  foft  awhile,  at  laft  fhc  thus: 
O  lamentable  fall  of  famous  to  wne, 
Which  raignd  fo  many  y eares  vidorious, 
And  of  all  Afie  bore  the  foueraine  crowne, 
In  one  fad  night  confumd,and  thro  wen  do  wne: 
What  ftony  hart,  that  heares  thy  haplefle  fate, 
Is  not  empicrft  with  deepc  compafliowne, 
And  makes  enfample  of  mans  wretched  ftate, 

That  flou res  fo  frefh  at  morne,&  fades  at  eucning  late? 

Bchold^Sir,  how  your  pitifull  complaint 
Hath  fow-nd  another  partner  of  your  paync: 
For  nothing  no  ay  imprefte  fo  deare  conftraint, 
As  countries  caufe3and  commune  foesdifdaync. 
But  if  it  ihould  not  grieue  you,  back?  agayne 
To  turne  your  courfes  I  would  to  heare  defyre. 
What  to  Aeneas  fell;  fith  that  men  fayn* 
Ke  was  not  in  the  cities  woful!  fyre 

Confaiti'ti,  but  did  him  felfe  to  fafety  rctyre* 

Anchfes  fonnebegott  of  Vcnmlvjxty 

Said  he,  out  of  the  flames  for  iafcgard  fled^ 
And  with  a  remnant  did  to  fca  repayre, 
Where  he  throush  fatal!  errour  lone  was  led 

Full 
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Full  many  ycares  *and  weetleffe  wandered 
From  ihore  to  ihore,  emongft:  the  Lybick  fandes, 
Ere  reft  he  fownd.  Much  there  he  fuffered, 
And  many  perilles  paft  in  forreinelandes, 

To  faue  his  people  fad  from  vi&ours  vengefull  handes; 

At  laft  in  Latium  he  did  arryue, 

Where  he  with  cruell  warre  was  cntertaind 
Ofth'inland  folkc,  which  fought  him  backe  to  driucy 
Till  he  with  old  Latinus  wasconftraind. 
To  contrail  wedlock:  (To  the  fates  ordaind.) 
Wedlockc  contrail:  in  blooded  eke  in  blood 
Accomplished,  that  many  dcare  complaind: 
Theriuallflaine,  the  vi&our  through  the  flood 

Efcaped  hardly,  hardly  praifd  his  wedlock  good. 

Yet  after  all,he  vigour  did  furunie, 

And  with  L*tim$  did  the  kingdom  parr. 
But  after,  when  both  nations  gan  to  ftriuc, 
Into  their  names  the  title  to  conuart, 
His  fonne  Itilus  did  from  thence  depart, 
With  all  the  warlike  youth  of  Troians  blond 5 
And  in  long  Alba  plaft  his  throne  apart, 
Where  faire  ifflorifhed,  and  long  time  ftoud^ 

Till  Romulus  renewing  it,  to  Rome  remoud. 

There  there  (faid  Britomart}zfre{h  appcard 

The  glory  of  the  later  world  to  fpring, 

And  Troy  againe  out  of  her  duft  was  reard^ 

To  fict  in  fecond  feat  of foueraine  king, 

Of  all  the  world  vnder  her  gouerning* 

But  a  third  kingdom  yet  is  to  arife, 

Outofche  /m^fcattered  of  fpring. 

That  in  all  glory  and  great  enterprife, 
Bothfirft  and  fecond  T roy  (hall  dare  to  equalife. 
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It  Troynottmt  is  hight,  that  with  the  waucs 
Of  wealthy  Thamis  wafhed  is  along, 
Vpon  whofe  ftubborne  necks  whereat  he  raues 
With  roringrage,and  fore  him  felfe  does  throng," 
That  all  men  fcare  to  tempt  his  billowes  ftrong, 
She  faftned  hath  her  foot,  which  ftandes  fo  hy, 
That  it  a  wonder  of  the  world  is  fong 
In  forreine  Iandes,and  all  which  pafTen  by. 

Beholding  it'fromfarre,doethinke  it  threates  the  skye^ 

The  Troun  Brute  did  firft  that  citie  fownd , 
And  Hygatc  made  the  meare  thereof  by  weft, 
And  Ouert  gate  by  North:  that  is  the  bownd 
Toward  the  land^  two  riuers  bownd  the  reft. 
So  huge  afcope  at  firft  him  feemedbeft, 
To  be  the  compaffe  of  his  kingdomes  feat: 
So  huge  a  mind  could  not  in  lefTer  reft, 
Ne  in  fmall  meares  containe  his  glory  great, 

That  ^Albion  had  conquered  firft  by  warlike  feat. 

Ah  faireft  Lady  knight,  (faid  Paridell) 
Pardon  I  pray  my  heedlefle  ouerfight, 
Who  had  forgot, that  whylome  I  hard  tell 
From  aged  Afnemon\  for  my  wits  bcene  light. 
Indeed  he  faid  (if  I  remember  right,) 
That  of  the  antique  Trehn  ftocke,  there  grew 
Another  plant,  that  raught  to  wondrous  flight, 
And  far  abroad  his  mightie  braunches  threw, 

Into  the  vtmoft  Angle  of  the  world  he  knew. 

For  that  fame  Brute  ^  whom  much  he  did  aduaunce 
In  all  hisfpeach,was  Syluius  hisfonne, 
Whomhauingflain,throughlucklesarrowesglauce 

He  fled  for  feare  of  that  he  had  mifdonne, 

Or 
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Or  els  for  fliame,  fo  fo wlc  rcproch  to  fhonnc, 
And  with  hi  m  ledd  to  tea  an  you thly  trayne, 
Where  wcarie  wandring  they  long  time  did  wonne 
And  many  fortunes  prou'd  in  th' Ocean  maync, 
And  great  aduetures  found,  that  now  were  log  to  fayn< 

At  laft  by  fa  tall  courft  they  driucn  were 
Into  an  Mand  fpatious  and  brode, 
The  furtheft  North,  that  did  to  them  appeare: 
Which  after  reft  they  feeking  farre  abrode, 
Found  ic  the  fitteft  foyle  for  their  abode, 
Fruitfull  of  all  thinges  fitt  for  liuing  foodc, 
But  wholy  wafte,  and  void  of  peoples  trode, 
Saue  an  huge  nation  of  the  Geaunts  broode. 

That  fed  on  liuing  fleth,&  dronck  mens  vitall  blood. 

Whom  he  through  wearfe  wars  and  labours  long, 
Subdc  wd  with  loffe  of  many  Britons  bold: 

-    In  which  the  gcztGoemagot  offtrong 
C onneus^n  d  Coulin  of  De  bon  old 
Were  ouerthrowne,  and  laide  on  th'earth  full  cold, 
Which  quaked  vnder  their  fo  hideous  mafic, 
A  famous  hiftory  to  bee  enrold 
In  euerlafting  moniments  of  brafle, 

That  all  the  antique  Worthies  merits  far  did  paflc. 

His  workc  great  T rojwouantyhis  worke  is  eke 
FaixcLincolne,  both  renowmed  far  away, 
That  who  from  Eaft  to  Weft  will  endlong  feeke,. 
Cannot  two  fairer  Cities  find  this  day, 
Except  Cleopolls:  fb  heard  I  fay 
Old  Mnemon.  Therefore  Sir,  I  greet  you  well 
Your  countrey  kin3and  you  entyrely  pray 
Of  pardon  for  the  ftrife,  which  late  befell 

Betwixt  vs  both  vnknowie*  So  ended  Parideli 

But 
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But  all  the  while,  that  he  thefe  fpeeches  fpent, 
Vpon  his  lips  hong  faire  Dame  Hellenore, 
With  vigilant  regard,and  dew  attent, 
Fafhioning  worldes  of  fancies  euermore 
In  herfraile  witt,that  now  her  quite  forlore: 
The  whiles  vnwares  away  her  wondring  eye, 
An  d  greedy  eares  her  weake  hart  from  her  bore: 
Which  he  perceiuing,euer  priuily 

In  fpeaking,  many  falfe  belgardes  at  her  let  fly. 

So  long  thefe  knightes  difcourfed  diuerfly. 
Of  (traungc  affaires,  and  noble  hardiment, 
Which  they  had  pad  with  mickle  ieopardy, 
That  now  the  humid  night  was  farfotth  fpent, 
And  hcuenly  lampes  were  halfendeale  ybrent: 
Which  th'old  man  feeing  wel,who  too  log  thought 
Euery  difcourfeand  euery  argument, 
Which  by  the  houres  hemeafured,befought 

Them  go  to  reft.So  all  vnto  their  bowres  were  brought. 

Cane.  X. 

IParidellrapeth  Hellenore: 

Malbceco  her  pourfeVpes: 
\Fynds  emongft  Satyr  es,  whence  with  him 
\      To  tnrne  fie  doth  refufe. 


THe  morow  next,  fo  foone  as  vhoebut  Lamp 
Bewrayed  had  the  world  with  early  light. 
And  frefh  Aurora  had  the  (hady  darn? 
Out  of  the  goodly  heuen  amoued  quight, 


Faire 
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Faire  Britomart  and  that  fame  Faery  knight 
Vprofc,  forth  on  their  iourney  for  to  wend : 
But  Paridell  complaynd^that  his  late  fight 
With  Britomart  >{o  (ore  did  him  offend, 
That  rydc  he  could  not,  till  his  hurts  he  did  amend. 

So  foorth  they  far'd,  but  he  behind  them  ftayd, 
Maulgre  his  hoft,  who  grudged  griuoufly, 
To  houfc  a  gueft,  that  would  be  needes  obayd, 
And  of  his  owne  him  left  not  liberty  : 
Might  wanting  mcafurc  moueth  furquedry. 
Two  things  he  feared,  but  the  third  was  death; 
That  fiers  youngmans  vnruly  mayftery  ; 
His  money  ,which  he  loud  as  liuing  breath; 

And  his  faire  wife,  whom  honcft  long  he  kept  vneath. 

But  patience  perforce  he  muft  abie, 

What  fortune  and  his  fate  on  him  will  lay, 
Fond  is  the  feare,  that  findes  no  remedies 
Yet  warily  he  watcheth  euery  way, 
By  which  he  feareth  euill  happen  may : 
So  th'euill  thinkes  by  watching  to  preuentj 
Ne  doth  he  fuffer  her,  nor  night,  nor  day, 
Out  of  his  fight  her  felfe  once  to  abfent. 

So  doth  he  punilh  her  and  eke  himfelfc  torment. 

But  Paridell  kept  better  watch,  then  hec, 
A  fit  occafion  for  his  turne  tofinde  : 
Falfe  loue,  why  do  men  fay,  thou  canft  not  fee, 
And  in  their  f oolifh  fancy  feigne  thee  blinde, 
That  with  thy  charmcs  theftarpeft  fight  docftbinde, 
And  to  thy  will  abufe?  Thou  walked  free, 
And  fecfl:  euery  fecret  of  the  minde ; 
Thou  feeft  all,  yet  none  at  all  fees  thee; 

All  that  is  by  the  working  of  thy  Deitee. 

Mm  So 
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So  perfed  in  that  art  was  Paridell, 

That  he  Malbeccoes  halfen  eye  did  wy!e, 
His  halfen  eye  he  wiled  wondrous  well, 
And  Helltnors  both  eyes  did  eke  bcguyle, 
Both  eyes  and  hart  attonce5during  thewhyle 
That  he  there  foiourned  his  w  ounde*  to  hcale , 

.  That  Cupid  felfe  it  feeing,  clofe  did  fmy le, 
To  weet  how  he  her  loue  away  did  fteale, 

And  bad,that  none  their  ioyous  treafon  fhould  reucalc. 

The  learned  loticr  loft  no  tim  e  nor  tyde, 
That  Ieaft  auantage  more  to  him  afford, 
Yet  bore  fo  faire  a  favle,  that  none  efpyde 
His  fecret  drift,  till  he  her  layd  abord. 
When  fo  in  open  place,  and  commune  bord, 
He  fortun'd  her  to  meet,  with  communefpeach 
He  com  ted  her,  yet  bay  ted  euery  word. 
That  his  vngcntle  hofte  n'otehim  appeach 

Of  vile  vngentlenefle,  or  hofpitages  breach , 

But  when  apart  ( if  euer  her  apart ) 

He  found,  then  his  falfc  cngins  faft  he  plyde, 
And  all  the  flei^hts  vnbofomd  in  his  harr^ 
He  figh'd,he  fobd,  be  fwownd,  he  pcrdy  dyde, 
And  cafthimfelfe  on  ground  her  faft  befyde ; 
Tho  whenagaine  he  him  bethought  to  hue, 
He  wept,  and  wayid,  and  falfe  laments  bclydc, 
Saying ,  but  if  fhe  Mcrcie  would  him  giue 

That  he  mote  algates  dye  3yet  did  his  death  forgiue. 

And  othcrwhyles  with  amorous  delights, 
And  plcaiingtoyes  he  would  her  entertain^* 
Now  fingingfweetly  ,  tofurprize  her  Iprights, 
Now  making  laves  of  loue  and  louers  paine5 

&       -  Branflci, 
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BranflcsjBallads,  virelayes5and  vcrfcs  vainc; 
Oft  purpofes,oft  riddles  he  dcuyfd, 
And  thoufands  like,  which  flowed  in  his  braine, 
W ith  which  he  fed  her  fancy,  and  encyfd 
To  take  with  his  new  louc ,  and  leaue  her  old  defpyfdo 

Andcucry  where  he  might,andeuerie  while 
He  did  her  feruicc  dewtifull,  and  fewd 
At  hand  with  humble  pride,  and  pleafing guile, 
So  clofely  yet,  that  none  but  fhe  it  vewd , 
Who  well  perceiued  all,  and  all  indewd. 
Thus  finely  did  he  his  falfe  nets  difpred, 
With  which  he  many  weake  harts  had  fubdewd. 
Of  yore,  and  many  had  ylike  mifled : 

What  wonder  then,if  (he  were  like  wife  carried  ? 

Ho  fortfo  fenfible,  no  wals  fb  ftrong, 
But  that  continuall  batcery  will riue, 
Ordaily  fiege  through  difpuruayauncelong, 
And  lacke  of  reskewes  will  to  parley  driue, 
And  Pcccc,  that  vnto  parley  care  will  giue, 
Will  fhortly  yield  it  felfe,  and  will  be  made 
Thevaffallof  the  vidors  will  byliue: 
.t  That  ftratagemc  had  oftentimes  aflayd 

This  crafty  Paramourc,and  now  itplaine  diiplayd* 

For  through  his  traincs  he  her  intrapped  hath, 
That  fhe  her  loue  and  hart  hath  wholy  fold 
To  him,wi thout  regard  of gainc,  or  fcath, 
Or  care  of  credite,  or  of  husband  old, 
Whom  (he  hath  vow'd  to  dub  a  fayre  Cucquold. 
Nought  wants  but  time  &  place ,  which  fhonly  fhee 
Dcuizcd  hath,  and  to  her  lover  told , 
It  pleafed  well.  So  well  they  both  agree ; 

So  readie  rype  to  ill,  ill  wemens  counfels  bee. 

Mm  z  Darke 
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Darke  was  the  Euening,  fit  for  louers  ftealth, 
When  chaunft  Mdbecco  bufie  be  elfewhere, 
She  to  his  clofet  went,  where  all  his  wealth 
Lay  hid :  thereof  fhecountleffe  fummes  did  reare, 
The  which  fhe  meant  away  with  her  to  bearc ; 
The  reft  fliefyr*dforfport3orfordefpightj 
KsHellene^hzn  fhe  law  aloft appcare 
The  T roiancfamts*  and  reach  to  hcuens  hight 

Did  clap  her  hands,  and  ioyed  at  that  dolefull  fight. 

This  (econd  Helene ,  fayre  Dame  Hcllencre^ 
1  he  whiles  her  husband  ran  with  fory  hafte. 
To  quench  the  flames,  which  fhe  had  tyn'd  before. 
Laught  at  his  foolifh  labour  fpent  in  waftej 
And  ran  into  her  louers  armes  right  faft ; 
Where  ftreight  embraced,  fhe  to  him  did  cry, 
And  call  alowd  for  helpe,ere  helpe  were  pad, 
For  lo  thac  Gueft  did  beare  her  forcibly, 

And  meant  to  rauifh  her,  that  rather  had  to  dy. 

The  wretched  man  hearing  her  call  for  ay  d, 
And  ready  feeing  him  with  her  to  fly, 
In  his  diiquiet  mind  was  much  difmayd  : 
But  when  againe  he  backeward  caft  his  eye. 
And  faw  the  wicked  fire  fo  furi6nfly 
Confumc  his  hart,  and  fcorch  his  Idoles  face, 
He  was  therewith  diftrefled  diuerfely> 
Ne  wift  he  how  to  turne,  nor  to  what  place, 

Was  ncuer  wretched  man  in  fuch  a  wofull  cace. 

Ay  when  to  him  fhe  ciyde,  to  her  he  turnd, 
And  left  the  fire  ^  loue  money  ouercame : 
But  when  he  marked,  how  his  money  burnd, 
Helefc  his  wife  $  money  did  loue  difdame : 
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Both  was  he  loth  to  Ioofe  his  loucd  Dame, 
And  loch  to  leaue  his  liefeft  pelfe  behinde, 
Yet  fith  he  n'ote  faue  both,  he  fau'd  that  fame, 
Which  was  the  dearcft  to  hisdounghill  minde, 
The  God  of  his  defire,  the  ioy  of  mifcrs  blindc. 

Thus  whileftall  things  in  troublous  vprorewerc. 
And  all  men  bufie  to  fupprefle  the  flame, 
The  louing  couplcnecde  no  reskew  feare, 
But  Icafure  had,  and  liberty  to  frame 
Their  purport  flight,  free  from  all  mens  reclame- 
And  Night,  the  patroncfle  of  loue-ftcalth  fayrc, 
Gaue  them  fafecondud,  till  to  end  they  came : 
So  beene  they  gone  yfere,  a  wanton  payre 

Of  louers  loofely  knit,  where  lift  them  torepayre. 

Soone  as  the  cruell  flames  yflaked  were, 
Mdbecco  feeing ,  how  his  IofTe  did  lye, 
Out  of  the  flames,  which  he  had  quenchtwhylerc 
Into  huge  waues  of griefe and  gealofye 
Fulldeepe  emplonged  was,  and  drowned  nyc, 
Twixt  inward  doolc  and  felonous  defpight, 
He  rau'd,  he  wept,  he  ftamp^helowd  did  cry, 
And  all  thepaflions,  that  in  man  may  light, 

Did  him  attonce  opprefle,and  vex  his  caytiue  fpright 

Long  thus  he  chawd  the  cud  of  in  ward  griefe, 
And  did  confume  his  gall  with  anguifli  fore , 
Still  when  he  mufed  on  his  late  mifchiefe, 
So  ft  11  ihe  fmart  thereof  increafed  more. 
And  fcemd  more  grieuous ,  then  it  was  before : 
At  laft  when  forrow  he  faw  booted  nought, 
Ne  griefe  might  not  his  loue  to  him  reftore, 
^  He  gan  deuife ,  how  her  he  reskew  mought, 
Ten  thoufand  wayes  he  caft  in  hisconfufed  thought. 

Mm  5  j 
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Ac  lafl:  refolding,  like  a  Pilgrim  pore, 

To  fe>>rch  herforch, where fo  flic  might  befond, 
And  bearing  with  him  treafure  in  clofe  ftcre, 
The  reft  he  Icaucs  in  ground  i  So  takes  in  hond 
To  feeke  her  endlong,  both  by  fea  and  lond. 
Long  he  her  fought,  he. fought  her  far  and  ncrc. 
And  euery  where  that  he  mote  vnderftond, 
Of  knights  and  ladies  any  meetings  were, 

And  of  cachone  he  mett,he  tidings  did  inquere. 

But  all  m  vaincjiis  woman  was  too  wife, 

Eucr  to  come  into  his  clouch  againc* 

And  hee  too  fimple  euer  tofurprife 

Theiolly  P^flfc//,foralrhis  paine., 

One  day,  as  hce  forpaffed  by  the  plainc 

With  weary  pace,,  he  far  away  cfpide 

A  couple,  feeming  well  to  be  his  twaine, 

Which  houcd  dole  vnder  a  forcft  fide, 
As  if  they  lay  in  wait,  or  ek  them  felues  did  hide. 

Well  weened  hee,that  thofe  the  fame  mote  bee, 

And  as  he  better  did  their  fhape  auize, 

Him  feemed  more  their  maner  did  agree; 

For  th  one  was  armed  all  in  warlike  wize, 

Whom,  to  be  Paridellhc  did  deujze; 

And  th'other  alyclad  in  garments  light, 

Difcolourd  like  to  womanifh  difguife, 

He  did  refcmble  to  his  lady  bright, 
And  euer  his  faint  hart  much  earned  at  the  fight* 

And  euer  faine  he  towards  them  would  goe, 

But  yet  durft  not  for  dread  approchen  nie* 

But  flood  aloofe,  vn meeting  what  to  doe, 

Till  that  pricktforth  with  loucs  extremity, 

'  ~  That 
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That  is  t?ie  father  of  fowle  gealofy, 

H  :  clofely  nearer  crepr,  the  truth  to  wect: 

Bat,  as  he  nigher  drew, he  eafily 

Might  fcernc,  that  it  was  not  his  fweetefl:  fweet, 
Nc  yet  her  B  Jamour  5  the  partner  of  his  fhect. 

But  it  was  fcornefull  Braggadocbio, 

That  with  his  fcruant  Trompart  houerd  there, 
Sith  late  hz  fled  from  his  too  earneft  foe: 
Who.nfuch  whenas  Mdbccco  fpyed  clere, 
He  turned  backe,  and  would  haue  fled  arerej 
Till  T rampart  ronning  haftely,  him  did  ftay, 
And  bad  before  his  fotieraine  Lord  appere: 
That  was  him  loth,  yetdurfthenotgainefay, 

And  comming  him  before}low  louted  on  the  lay, 

ThcBoafterathimfternelybent  his  browe, 
As  if  he  could  haue  kild  him  with  his  looke, 
That  to  the  ground  him  meekely  made  to  bo ive£ 
And  awfull  terror  deepe  into  him  ftrooke, 
That  euery  member  of  his  body quooke. 
Said  he,  thou  man  of  nought,  what  doeft  thouhcre^ 
Vrifidy  furr.ifhc  with  thy  bag  and  booke, 
Where  I  cxpe&ed  one  with  flhield  and  fpere, 

To  proue  fome  deeds  of  armes  vpon  an  equallperc. 

The  wretched  man  at  his  imperious  fpcach, 
Was  all  abafht3  and  low  pro  timing,  faids 

•   Good  Sir.,  !et  not  my  rudenes  be  no  breach 
Vntoyourpatience;nebcil!ypaid; 
For  I  vnwares  this  way  by  fortune  ftraid, 
A  filly Pilgrim  tfniien  to  diftrcfle, 
That  feekc  a  Lady  There  he  fiiddein  (laid, 
And  did  th  :reft  with  gricuous  fighesfuppreffe, 

While  tearcs  flood  in  his  cies/eyv  drops  oi  bitt:erne^^e., 
Mm  4  What 
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What  Lady ,  man?  ( faid  Trompart)  take  good  hart, 
And  tell  thy  griefe,  if  any  hidden  lye; 
Was  neuer  better  time  to  fhew  thy  fmart, 
Then  no  w,that  noble  fuccor  is  thee  by, 
That  is  the  whole  worlds  commune  remedy. 
That  chearful  word  his  weak  heart  much  did  chcarc, 
•  And  with  vaine  hope  his  fpirits  faint  fupply, 
That  bold  he  fryd,0  moft  redoubted Pere, 

Vouchfafc  with  mild  regard  a  wretches  cace  to  heare. 

Thenfighingforcjtis  not  long  (faide  hee) 
Sith  I  enioyd  the  gentled  Dame  aliue; 
Of  whom  a  knight,  no  knight  at  all  perdee, 
But  fhamcof  aIi,thatdoefor  honor  ftriuc, 
By  treacherous  deceipt  did  me  depriue ; 
Through  open  outrage  he  her  bore  away. 
And  with  fo  wle  force  vnto  his  will  did  driue, 
Which  al  good  knights,  that  armes  do  bear  this  day, 

Are  bo  wnd  for  to  reuengc,and  puniih  if  they  may. 

And  you  moft  noble  Lord,  that  can  and  dare 
Redrefle  the  wrong  of  mifcrable  wight, 
Cannot  employ  your  moft  victorious  fpeare 
In  better  quarell,  then  defence  of  right, 
And  for  a  Lady  gainft  a  faithlcflc  knight, 
So  fhallyour  glory  beeaduaunced  much, 
And  all  faire  Ladies  magnify  your  might, 
And  eke  my  felfe,alheelfimple  fuch,  §  t 

Your  worthy  paine  ill  all  wel  reward  with  guerdon  rich. 

With  that  out  of  his  bouget  forth  he  drew 

Great  ftore  of  treafute,  therewith  him  to  tempts 
But  he  on  it  look  fcornefully  askew, 
As  much  difdeigning  to  be  fo  mifdempt, 
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Ora  war-monger  to  bebafely  nempt; 
And  &yd,  thy  offers  bafe  I  greatly  loth, 
And  eke  thy  words  vncourteous  and  vnkempt- 
I  tread  in  duft  thee  and  thy  money  both, 

That, were  it  not  for  fliame,So  turned  from  him  wroth. 

But  Tromparty  that  his  maiftres  humor  knew3 
In  lofty  looks  to  hide  an  humble  minde, 
Was  inly  tickled  with  that  golden  vew, 
And  in  his  care  him  rownded  clofebehinde: 
Yet  floupt  he  not,  but  lay  ftill  in  the  windc, 
Waiting  aduauntagc  on  the  pray  to  feafe; 
Till  Trompxrt  lowly  to  the  grownd  inclinde, 
Befbught  him  his  great  corage  to  appeafe, 

And  pardon  fimple  man>  that  ratli  did  him  difpleafe. 

Big  looking  like  a  doughty  Doucepcre, 
At  laft  he  chus,Thou  clod  of  vileft  clay, 
I  pardon  yield,  and  that  with  rudenes  beare; 
But  weete  henceforth,  that  all  thatgolden  pray, 
And  all  that  els  the  vainc  world  vaunten  may, 
I  loath  as  doung,  ne  dceme  my  dew  reward : 
Fame  is  my  meed,  and  glory  vertuous  pray. 
But  minds  of  mortal  men  are  muchell  mard, 

And  mou'd  amifle  with  maffy  mucks  vnmeet  regard. 

And  mote,I  graunt  to  thy  great  mifery 

Gratious  refpe&,  thy  wife  {hall  backe  be  fent, 
And  that  vile  knight,  who  euer  that  he  bee, 
Which  hath  thy  lady  reft,  and  knighthood  fhent, 
By  Stnglamortmy  fword,whofe  deadly  dent 
The  blood  hath  of  fo  many  thoufands  fhedd, 
I  fweare,  ere  longfhall  dearly  it  repent; 
Nc  he  twixt  heuen  and  earthihall  hide  his  hedd, 

Butfooneheflialbcfownd^andfliortly  doen  bededd. 
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The  fool  ifh  man  thereat  woxe  wondrous  blith , 
As  if  the  word  lolpoken,  werehalfe  donne, 
And  humbly  thanked  him  a  thoufand  fith> 
Thac  had  from  death  to  life  him  newly  wonne. 
Tho  forth  the  Boafter  marching,braue  begonne 
His  ftolen  fteed  to  thunder  furioufly, 
As  if  he  heauen  and  hell  would  oucronnc, 
And  all  the  world  confound  with  cruelty, 

That  much  Malbzcco  ioyedin  his  iollity. 

Thus  long  they  three  together  traueiled, 

Through  many  a  wood,  and  many  an  vncouth  way, 

To  fetke  his  wife,  that  was  far  wandered: 

But  thofe  two  fought  nought,  but  the  prefent  pray, 

To  wcete  the  treafure,  which  he  did  bewray,, 

On  which  their  eies  and  harts  were  wholly  lett, 

With  purpofe,  how  they  might  it  beft  betray^ 

For  fith  the  howre,  that  firft  he  did  them  lctt  (whett. 

The  fame  behold^ther  with  their  keene  delires  were 

It  fortuned  as  they  together  far'J, 

They  fpide,  where  Pmdtllcztnt  pricking  fafl: 
Vpon  the  plaine,  the  which  him  fclfe  prepar'd 
To  giuft  with  that  braue  ftraungcr  knight  a  caft, 
As  on  aducnture  by  the  way  he  part: 
Alone  he  rode  without  his  Paragone; 
For  hauing  filch t  her  bclk;,hcr  vp  he  call 
To  the  wide  world>and  let  her  fly  alone, 

He  nould  be  clo?d.  So  had  he  ferued  many  one* 

The  gentle  Lady,  loofe  at  randonlefte, 

The  greens-wood  long  did  walke,  and  wander  wide 
Atwi!t!ea.lucnture3likeafoLlcrne  weftt, 
Till  <m  a  day  the  Satyrcs  her  efpide 

Straying 
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Scraying  alone  withouten  groove  or  gaide$ 
Her  vp  they  tooke,  and  with  them  home  hcrlcdd, 
With  them  as  houfewifecuer  to  abide, 
To  milk  their  gotes,  and  make  thecn  cheefe  &  bredd. 
And  cucry  oue  as  commune  good  her  handcled. 

That  fhortly  fhe  M&lbecco  has  for^ott, 
And  eke  Sir  Paridell,  all  were  he  deare; 
Who  from  her  went  to  feeke  another  lott^ 
And  now  by  fortune  was  arriued  here, 
Where  thofe  twoguilers  with  Malbeccow&Qt 
Sooneai  theoldmanfaw  Sir  Faridell, 
He  fainted,  and  was  almoftdead  with  feare, 
Ne  word  he  had  to  fpeake,  his  griefe  to  telf, 

But  to  him  loured  low,  and  greeted  goodly  well* 

And  after  asked  him  for  HeHenore  y 
I  take  no  keepc  of  her  (  fayd  Paridell) 
She  wonneth  in  the forrefl:  there  before. 
So  forth  herode3ashis  aduenturefell; 
The  whiles  the  Boafter  from  his  lofiic  fell 
Faynd  to  alight/omething  amiffe  to  mend; 
But  the  frefh  Swayne  would  not  his  Ieafure  dwell* 
But  went  his  way;  whom  when  he  paffed  kenda 

He  vp  remounted  lighted  after  £iind  to  wend. 

Per  dy  nay  ffaid  Malhecco)  fhalfyc  not: 

ButlechimpafTeaslightly.ashecame."- 
For  litle  good  of  him  is  to  be  got, 
And  rnickle  periil  to  bee  put  to  fhame. 
But  let  vs  goe  to  feeke  my  de  ireft  Dame, 
Whom  he  hath  left  in  yonder  foreft  wyld: 
For  of  her  fafcty  in  great  doubt  I  ame, 
Leattfaluage  beaftes  herperfon  haiu  delpoyld: 
Then  all  the  world  is  lo/i3and  we  in  vaiue  haue  toyH. 
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They  all  agree,  and  forward  them  addrefl: 
Ah  but((aid  crafty  Trompart)  weete  ye  well, 
That  yonder  in  that  faithfwll  wilderneffe 
Huge  monfters  haunt,and  many  dangers  dwell} 
Dragons;  and  Minotaures,and  feendes  of  hell. 
And  many  wilde  woodmen,  which  robbe  &  rend 
All  traueilcrsj  therefore  aduife  ye  well. 
Before  ye  enterprife  that  way  to  wend: 
One  may  his  iourney  bring  too  foonc  to  euill  end. 

tJMdbecco  ftopt  in  great  aftonifhment, 
And  with  pale  eyes  faft  fixed  on  the  reft, 
Their  counfell  craird,ia  daunger  imminent. 
Said  Trompartfloxx  that  are  the  mod  oppreft 
W  ith  burdein  of  great  treafure,  I  thinke  beft 
Here  for  to  ftay  in  fafetic  behynd5 
My  Lord  and  I  willfearch  the  wide  foreft. 
That  counfell  pleafed  not  Malbeccoes  mynd; 

For  he  was  much  afraid,  him  felfe  alone  to  fy nd. 

Then  is  it  beft(faid  he)  that  ye  doe  leaue 
Your  treafure  here  in  forne  fecurity, 
Either  fad  clofed  in  lome  hollow  grcaue3 
Or  buried  in  the  ground  from  ieopardy, 
Till  we  returne  againc  in  fafcty: 
As  for  vs  two,  leafl:  doubt  of  vs  ye  haue, 
Hence  farre  away  we  will  blyndfolded  ly, 
Ne  priuy  bee  vnto  your  treafures  graue. 

Itpleafedrfo  he  did,Then  they  march  forward  brauc. 

Now  when  amid  the  thickeft  woodes  they  were,  ■ 
They  heard  anoyfe  of  many  bagpipes  fhrill, 
AndfhriekingHububs  them  approehingncre, 
Which  all  the  foreft  did  with  horrour  fill: 

That 
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That  dceadfull  found  thebofters  hart  did  thrill, 
Withfuch  amazment>that  in  haft  he  fledd, 
Nc  cuer  looked  back  for  good  or  ill, 
And  after  him  ekefearefull  Tromfartfptdd^ 
The  old  man  could  not  fly,but  fell  to  ground  halfdcdd. 

Yet  afterwardes  clofe  creeping,  as  he  might, 
He  in  a  bufli  did  hyde  his  fearefull  hedd, 
The  iolly  SdtyresiuW  of  freih  delight, 
Came  dauncingforth,and  with  them  nimbly  Iedd 
Faire  Helenore^mxh  girlonds  all  befpredd, 
Whom  their  May-lady  they  had  newly  made: 
She  proude  of  that  new  honour,which  they  redd, 
And  of  their  louely  fellowftrip  full  glade, 

Daunft  liuely,  and  her  face  did  with  a  Lawrell  fliadc. 

The  filly  man  that  in  the  thickett  lay 

Saw  all  this  goodly  fport,and  gricued  fore, 

Yet  durft  he  not  aga  inft  it  doe  or  fay, 

But  did  his  hart  with  bitter  thoughts  engore, 

To  fee  th'vnkindnes  of  his  Hellemre. 

All  day  they  daunced  with  great  lufty  hedd, 

And  with  their  horned  feet  the  greene  gras  wore, 

The  whiles  their  Gotes  vpon  the  brouzes  fedd. 

Till  drouping  fheebus  gan  to  hyde  his  golden  hedd. 

Tho  vp  they  gan  their  mery  pypes  to  trufTe, 
And  all  their  goodly  heardes  did  gather  rownd, 
But  euery  Satyre  firft  did  giue  a  buffe 
To  Hellenore:  fo  bufles  did  abound. 
Now  gan  the  humid  vapour  fhed  thegrownd. 
With  perly  deaw,andth'Earthes  gloomy  (hade 
Did  dim  the  brightneffe  of  the  welkin  rownd, 
That  euery  bird  and  bead  awarned  made,  (uade. 

To  flirowdthemfelues,  whiles  fleepe  their  fences  did  in- 

Which 


55$  The  third  Boofa  of  Qant.X 

Which  when  Malbeccotzw,  out  ofhisbufh 
Vpon  his  hands  and  feete  he  crept  full  light, 
And  like  a  Gote  emongft  the  Gotes  did  ru(h, 
That  through  the  helpe  of  his  faire  homes  on  highc, 
And  mifty  dampe  of  mifconccyuing  night, 
And  eke  through  likeneffe  of  his  gotilh  beard, 
He  did  the  better  countcrfeite  aright: 
So  home  he  marcht  emongft  the  horned  heard, 

That  none  of  all  the  Satyrcs  him  efpyde  or  heard* 

At  night,when  all  they  went  to  fleepe,he  vewd, 
Whereas  hislouely  wife  emongft  them  lay, 
Embraced  of a  Satyr e  rough  and  rude, 
Who  all  the  night  did  mindc  his  ioyous  play: 
Nine  times  he  heard  him  come  aloft  ere  day, 
That  all  his  hart  with  gealofy  did  fweil* 
But  yet  that  nights  enfample  did  bewray, 
That  not  for  nought  his  wife  them  loued  fo  well, 

When  one  fo  oft  a  night  did  ring  his  matin  s  bell. 

So  clofely  as  he  could,  he  to  them  crept, 

When  wearie  of  their  fport  to  fleepe  they  fell. 
And  to  his  wife,that  now  fullfoundly  flept, 
He  whifpered  in  her  care,and  did  her  tell, 
That  it  was  he,  which  by  her  fide  did  dwell, 
And  therefore  prayd  her  wake,to  hearc  him  plaine. 
As  one  out  ofa  dreamenot  waked  well, 
She  turnd  her,  and  returned  backe  againe: 

Yet  her  for  to  awake  he  did  the  more  conftraine.  ] 

At  laft  with  irkefom  trouble  ihe  abrayd; 
And  then  perceiuing,that  it  was  indeed 
Her  old  Malbecco3whkh  did  her  vpbrayd, 
Withloofeneflcofhcrloue,andloathlydced, 

She 
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She  was  aftonifht  with  exceeding dreed^ 
And  would  haue  wakt  the  Satyre  by  he  r  lydej 
But  he  her  prayd,  for  mercy,  or  for  meed  , 
To  faue  his  life,ne  let  him  be  defcryde., 

But  hearken  to  his  lore,  and  all  his  counfcll  hydc, 

Tho  gan  he  her  perfwade,  toleauc  that  lewd 
And  loathfom  life5of  God  and  man  abhord, 
And  home  returne,  whereall  fhould  be  renewd 
With  perfed  peace,and  bandes  of  fre/h  accord, 
And  (he  recciud  againe  to  bed  and  bord, 
As  if  no  trefpas  eucr  had  beencdonne: 
But  fhe  it  all  refufed  at  one  word, 
And  by  no  meanes  would  to  his  will  be  wonne, 

But  chofe  emongft  the  ioily  Satyres  ftill  to  wonne 

He  wooed  her,  till  day  fpring  he  efpy  dc; 
But  all  in  vaine:  and  then  turnd  to  the  heard, 
Who  butted  him  with  homes  on  euery  fyde, 
And  trode  downe  in  the  durt,  where  his  hore  beard 
Was  f  owly  dight,  and  he  of  death  afeard. 
Early  before  the  heauensfaireft  light 
Out  of  the  ruddy  Eaft  was  fully  reard, 
The  heardes  out  of  theirfoldes  were  loofed  qui>hr 

Andheemongftthereftcreptforthinforyplighu  * 

So  foonc  as  he  the  Prifon  dore  did  pas. 
He  ran  as  faft,as  both  his  feet  could  beare, 
And  neuer  looked,  who  behind  him  was, 
Ne  fcarfely  who  before:  like  as  a  Beare 
That  creeping  clofejamongft  the  hiues  torcarc 
An  hony  com  be,  the  wakefull  dogs  efpy, 
And  him  afTayling,  fore  his  carkas  teare* 
That  hardly  he  with  l  fe  away  does  fly 

Nc  fiayes,  tillfafe  himfelfe  hefeefrom  jeopardy 

Ne 
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Ne  ftayd  h  e5  till  he  came  vnto  the  place, 
Where  late  his  rreafurc  he  entombed  had, 
Whers  when  he  found  it  not(for  Tromftrt  bace 
Had  it  pnrloyned  for  his  maifter  bad:) 
With  extreme  fury  he  became  quite  mad, 
And  ran  away,  ran  with  him  felfe  away: 
That  who  fo  ftraungely  had  him  feene  beftadd, 
With  vpftart  haire,and  flaring  eyes  difmay, 

From  Limbo  lake  him  late  efcaped  fure  would  fay. 

High  ouer  hilles  and  ouer  dales  he  fledd, 
As  if  the  wind  him  on  his  winges  had  borne, 
Ne  banck  nor  bufh  could  ftay  him,  when  he  fpedd 
His  nimble  feet,  as  treading  ftill  on  thornc: 
Griefc,  and  defpight,and  gealofy,  and  fcornc 
Did  all  the  way  him  follow  hard  behynd, 
And  he  himfelfe  himfelfe  loath' d  fo  forlornc, 
So  Oiamefully  forlornc  of  womankynd; 

That  as  a  Snake,  ftill  lurked  in  his  wounded  mynd. 
■ 

Still  fled  he  forward ,looking  backward  ftill, 
Ne  ftayd  his  flight,  nor  fearefull  agony, 
Till  that  he  came  vnto  a  rocky  hill, 
Ouer  the  Tea,  fufpeaded  dreadfully, 
That  liuing  creature  ic  would  terrify,  ; 
To  looke  adowne,  or  vpward  to  the  jiight: 
From  thence  he  threw  him  fclfe  difpiteoufly, 
Alldefperate  of  his  fore-damned  fpnght, 

That  feemd  no  help  for  him  was  left  in  liuing  fight. 

But  through  lone;  anguifli,  and  felfe-murdring  thought 
He  was  fo  wafted  and  forpinedquight, 
That  all  his  fubftance  was  confum'd  to  nought, 
And  nothing  left,but  like  an  aery  Spright, 
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That  on  the  rockcs  he  fell  fo  flit  and  light, 
That  he  thereby  receiu'd  no  hurt  at  all, 
Butchaunccdona  craggy  cliff  to  light; 
Whence  he  with  crooked  clawesfo  long  did  crall* 
That  at  the  lafl:  he  found  a  cauc  with  entrance  (mail* 

Into  the  fame  he  creepes,  and  thenceforth  there 
Refolu'd  to  build  his  balcfull  manfion, 
Indrery  darkenes,  and  continuallfeare 
Of  that  rocks  fall,  which  cuer  and  anon 
Threates  with  huge  ruine him  to  fall  vpon, 
That  he  dare  neuer  fleepe,  but  that  one  eye 
Still  ope  he  keepes  for  that  occafion; 
Ne  cuer  refts  he  in  tranquillity, 

The  roring  biilowes  beat  his  bowre  fo  boyftroufly. 

Neeuer  is  he  wont  on  ought  to  feed, 

But  todes  and  frogs,  his  pafture  poyfonous, 
Which  in  his  cold  complexion  doe  breed 
A  filthy  blood,  or  humour  rancorous, 
Matter  of  doubt  and  dread  fufpitious, 
That  doth  with  curelefTc  care  confume  the  hart, 
Corrupts  the  ftomacke  with  gall  vitious, 
Crofcuts  the  liuer  with  internall  (mart. 

And  doth  transfixe  the  foule  with  deathes  etcrnall  dart. 

Yet  can  he  neuer  dye,  but  dying  lines, 

And  doth  himfclfe  with  forro  w  new  fuftainc, 
That  death  and  life  attoncc  vnto  him  giues. 
And  painefullpleafurc  turnes  to  pleafingpainc. 
There  d  wels  he  euer,  mifcrable  fwaine, 
Hatefull  both  to  him  felfe,and  euery  wight ; 
Where  he  through  priuy  griefe,  and  horrour  vaine, 
Is  woxen  fo  deform'd,  that  he  has  quight 

Forgot  he  was  a  man;  and  Gelojy  is  hight* 

Nn  Cant. 
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Cant.  XI. 

Britqmart  chaceth  Ollypbant, 
pndes  ScadamoHr  dtftreft : 
-       -djlfaye5  the  houfi  ofBhfyrane, 

Where  hues  fpoyles  are  expreft", 

^&<^$^^£ 

OHatefu!l  hcllifli  Snake,  what  furie  furfl: 
Brought  thee  from  balefull  houfe  of  Proferpine, 
Where  in  her  bofomc  fhe  thee  long  had  nurft, 
And  foftred  vp  with  bitter  milke  of  tine, 
FowleGealofy,  that  turned  loue  diuinc 
To  ioyleffe  dread,  and  mak'ft  the  louing  hart 
With  hatefull  thoughts  to  languifh  and  to  pine^ 
And  feed  it  felfe  withfelfc-confumingfmart? 
Of  all  thepaflions  in  the  mind  thou  vilcft  arc. 

O  let  him  far  be  banifhed  away, 

And  in  his  ftead  let  Loue  for  euer  dwell , 

Swcete  Loue,  that  doth  his  golding  wings  embay 

In  blefled  Ncftar,  and  pure  Pleafures  well, 

Vntroubled  of  vile  fearc,  or  bitter  fell. 

And  ye  faire  Ladies ,  that  your  kingdomes  make 

In  th'harts  of  men,  them  gouerne  wifely  well, 

And  of  faire  Britomdrt  enfample  take, 

That  was  as  trew  in  loue,  as  Turtle  to  her  make. 

Who  with  Sir  Stfyrme^  as  earft  y  e  red, 

Forth  rydingfrom  MalbeccotshoRkffe  hous, 
Far  off  afpydcayoungman ,  the  which  fled 
Trom  an  huge  Geaunt,  that  with  hideous 


And 
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And  hatefull  outrage  long  him  chaced  thus; 
Ic  was  that  Ollypbant  5  the  brother  dcarc 
Of  that  Argante  vile  and  vitious, 
From  whom  the  Square  of  Dames  was  reft  whylere; 
This  all  as  bad  as  fhe,  and  worfe,if  worfe  ought  were. 

For  as  the  fitter  did  in  feminin  e 

And  filthy  luft  exceede all  woman  kindc, 
Sohefurpaffedhis  fcx  mafculine, 
In  beaftly  vfe  all  3  that  I  euer  finde : 
Whom  when  as  Britomart  beheld  behinde 
The  fearefull  boy  fo  greedily  pourfew, 
She  was  emmoued  in  her  noble  minde, 
T'employ  her  puiflaunce  to  his  reskew, 

And  pricked  fiercely  forward,  where  (he  did  him  vcw. 

Ne  was  SkSdtyrane  her  far  behinde, 

But  with  like  ficrceneffe  did  enfew  the  chace  : 
Whom  when  theGyauntfaw,hefoonerefindc 
His  former  fuic3  and  from  them  fled  apace  5 
They  after  both,  and  boldly  bad  him  bacc, 
And  each  did  ftriue  the  other  to  outgoe. 
But  he  them  both  outran  a  wondrous  fpacc, 
For  he  was  long,and  fwift  as  any  R oe, 

And  now  made  better  fpced ,  t'efcapc  his  fcaredfoc. 

It  was  not  Sdtyrane,  whom  he  did  feare, 
But  Britomart  the  flowrc  of  chaftity  5 
For  he  the  powre  of  chafte  hands  might  not  beare* 
But  alwayes  did  their  dread  encounter  fly  : 
And  now  fofaft  his  feet  he  did  apply, 
That  he  has  gotten  to  a  forreft  nearc, 
Where  he  is  fhro  wded  in  fecurity. 
The  wood  they  en  ter,  and  fearch  euerie  where, 

They  Icarched  diuerfcly,  fo  both  diuided  were. 

N  n  2  Fairc 
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Fayre  Britcmart  fo  long  him  followed, 
That  (lie  at  lad  came  to  a  fountaine  fheare, 
By  which  therclay  a  knight  all  wallowed 
Vpon  the  graffy  ground,  and  by  him  nearc 
His  haberieon  jhis  helmer,  and  his  fpeare  5 
A  little  of  his  fliield  was  rudely  throwne, 
On  which  the  winged  boy  in  colours  clcare 
Depein&cd  was,  full  eafie  to  beknowne, 

And  he  thereby, where  euer  it  in  field  was  fhowne# 

His  face  vpon  the  grownd  did  groueling  ly, 
As  if  he  had  beene  llombring  in  the  fhade, 
That  the  braue  Mayd  would  not  for  courtefy, 
Out  of  his  quiet  flomber  him  abrade, 
Nor  feeme  too  fuddeinly  him  toinuade : 
Still  as  fhe  flood,  fhc  heard  w  ith  grieuous  throb 
Him  grone,  as  if  his  hart  were  peecesjnadc, 
And  with  moft  painefull  pangs  to  figh  and  fob, 

That  pitty  did  the  Virgins  hart  of  patience  rob. 

At  laft  forth  breaking  into  bitter  plain  tes 
He  fayd,  O  foueraync  Lord  that  fit'ft  on  hye, 
And  raignft  in  blis  emongfl:  thy  bleffed  Saintes* 
How  fuffteft  thou  fuch  fhamefull  cruelty, 
So  long  vn  wreaked  of  thine  enimy  > 
Or  haft,  thou  Lord,  of  good  mens  caufe  no  heed  }■ 
Or  doth  thy  iufticcfleepe,and  filent  ly  ? 
What  booteth  then  the  good  and  righteous  deed, 

If  goodnefle  find  no  grace,nor  righteoufnes  no  meed? 

If  good  find  grace,  and  righteoufnes  reward, 
Why  then  is  Amoret  in  caytiue  band, 
Sith  that  more  bounteous  creature  ncuer  far'd 
On  foot3  vpon  the  face  of  Jiuing  land£ 
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Or  if  that  heucnly  iuftice  may  withftand 
The  wrongfulloutrage  of  vnrighteous  men  ; 
Why  r hen  is  Bufirant  with  wicked  hand 
Suffrcd5thefe  feuen  monethes  day  in  fecret  den 
My  Lady  and  my  loue  fo  cruelly  to  pen  ? 

My  Lady  and  my  loue  is  cruelly  pend 

In  dolcfull  darkenes  from  the  vew  of  day, 
Whileft  deadly  torments  doc  her  chart  breft  rend, 
And  the  fharpe  fteelc  doth  riue  her  hart  in  tway, 
All  for  (he  Scudamorc  will  not  denay. 
Yet  thou  vile  man,  vile  Scudamorezn  found, 
Ne  canft  her  ay  de,  nc  canft  her  foe  difmay  5 
^  Vnworthy  wretch  to  tread  vpon  the  ground, 

For  whom  fofaire  a  Lady  feelcs  fo  fore  a  wound. 

There  an  huge  hc^pe ,of  fingulfes  did  opprcflc 
His  ftrugling  foule,  and  fwclling  throbs  empeach 
Hisfjltring  toung  with  pangs  of  drerinelfe, 
Choking  the  remnant  of  his  plaintife  fpeach, 
As  if  his  dayes  were  come  to  their  Iaft  reach,. 
Which  when  fhrfieard,  andfaw  theghaftly  fit, 
Threatning  into  his  life  to  make  a  breach, 
Boih  with  great  ruth  and  terrourfhe  wasfinit, 

Fearing  leaft  from  her  cage  the  wearie  fouk  would  flit, 

Thoftoupingdowneftc  himamoued  light; 

Who  therewith  fomcwhat  ftarting ,  vp gan lookc, 
And  feeing  him  behind  a  ftrangcr  knight , 
Whereas  noliuing  creature  he  miftooke, 
With  great  indignaunce  he  chat  fight  forfooke, 
And  downc  a^aine  himfclfe  difdainefully 
Abie&ing ,  th'carth  with  his  faire  forhcad  ftrookc : 
Which  the  bold  Virgin  feeing ,  gan  apply 

Fit  me  June  to  his  gricfe,and  fpake  thus  courtefly. 

N  n  3  Ah 
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Ah  gentle  knight,whofedeepe  concerned  griefe 
Well  feemes  t'exceede  the  powre  of  patience, 
Yet  if  that  hcuenly  gracefome  good  reliefc 
You  fend,  fubmit  you  to  high  prouidencc, 
And  euet  in  your  noble  hartprcpen^ 
That  all  the  forrow  in  the  world  is  leffe, 
Then  vcrtues  might,  and  values  confidence. 
For  who  nill  bide  the  burden  of  diftrcfte, 

Muft  aotherc  thinke  to  hue:  for  life  is  wretchedneflc. 

Therefore,  faire  Sir,  doe  comfort  to  you  take, 

And  freely  read,  what  wicked  felon  fo 

Hath  outrag'd  you,  and  thrald  your  gentle  make* 

Perhaps  this  hand  may  helpe  to  eafe  your  woe,. 

/  nd  wrcakeyour  forrow  on  your  cruellfoe, 

At  leaft  it  faire  endeuour  will  apply. 

Thofe  feeling  words  fo  ncare  the  quicke  did  goe, 

That  vp  his  head  he  reared  eahly, 
And  leaning  on  his  elbowe,  thefe  few  words  left  fly. 

What  boots  itplaine,  that  cannot  be  rcdreft. 
And  fo w  vainc  forrow  in  a  fruitlefle  eare, 
Sith  powre  of  hand,  nor  skill  of  learned  breft, 
Nc  worldly  price  cannot  rcdeeme  my  dearc, 
Gut  of  her  thraidomc  and  continuali  feare? 
For  he  the  tyrant,  which  her  hath  in  ward 
By  ftrongenchauntments  and  biacke  Magicke  leare* 
Hath  in  a  dungeon  deepc  her  clofe  cmbard, 

And  many  dreadfullfeends  hath  pointed  to  her  gard. 

There  he  tormenteth  her  mod  terribly, 

And  day  and  night  affli&s  with  mortall  painc, 
Ikcaufe  to  yield  him  loue  fhe  doth  deny, 
Once  to  mcyold^not  to  be  yoldc  againe: 

Bui 
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But  yet  by  torture  he  would  her  conftraine 
Loue  to  concciuc  in  her  difdainfull  breft; 
Till  fo  fhe  doe,  fhe  muft  in  doole  remaine, 
Nc  may  by  liuing  meancs  be  thence  rcleft: 
What  boots  it  then  toplaine,  that  cannot  be  redreft? 

With  this  fad  herfall  of  his  heauy  ftrefle, 
The  warlike  Damzell  was  empafliond  fore, 
And  fayd.  Sir  knight,  your  caufe  is  nothing  lefle, 
Then  is  your  forrow,  certes  if  not  more ; 
For  nothing  fo  much  pitty  doth  implore, 
As  gentle  Ladyes  helpleffe  mifery. 
But  yet,  if  plcafe  ye  listen  to  my  lore, 
I  will  with  proofe  of  laft  extremity, 

Ddiuer  her  fro  thence,  or  with  her  for  you  dy. 

Ah  gentlefr  knight  ative9(kydScuJamore) 

What  huge  hcroicke  magnanimity  (more^ 

D  wells  in  thy  bounteous  brcft/*  what  couldft  thou 

If  lliee  were  thine,an  J  thou  as  now  am  I? 

O  fpare  thy  happy  daies,and  them  apply 

To  better  boot,  bjtLc  me  die,  that  ought^ 

More  is  more  lofle:  one  is  enough  tody, 

Life  is  not  loft,  (faid  flic)  for  which  is  bought 

EndlefTe  renowm,  that  more  then  death  is  to  be.iought. 

Thus  fhee  at  length  pcrfuaded  him  to  rife, 
And  with  her  wendjto  fee  what  new  fucccffc 
Mote  him  befall  vpon  new  enterprife*. 
His  armes;  which  he  had  vowed  to  difprofeflc, 
She  gathered  vp  v  and  did  about  him  dreftc, 
And  his  forwandrcd  deed  vnto  him  gott: 
Soforth  they  both  yfcre  make  their  progrefle, 
And  march  not  part  themountenaunce  of  a  fhott» 

Till  they  atriu'djwhereas  their  purpofe  they  did  plotr. 

N  n  4  Thert 
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There  they  demounting,  drew  their  weapons  bold 
And  ftoutly  came  vnto  the  Caftlc  gate; 
Whereas  no  gate  they  found,  them  to  withhold, 
Nor  ward  to  wait  at  morne  and  eueninglate, 
But  in  the  Porch,  that  did  them  fore  amatc, 
A  flaming  fire,  y  mixt  with  fmouldry  fmoke, 
And  {linking  Sulphure,  that  with  griefly  hate 
And  dreadfull  horror  did  all  entraunce  chokc> 

Enforced  them  their  forward  footing  to  reuokc. 

Greatly  thereat  was  Brttomart  difmayd, 

Ne  in  that  ftownd  wift,  how  her  felfe  to  beare; 
Fordauugcr  vaineitwere,  tohaueaflayd 
That  crueil  clement,  which  all  things  feare, 
Ne  none  can  fuffer  to  approchen  neare: 
And  turning  backc  to  Sadamonr^  thus  fayd; 
What  monftrous  enmity  prouoke  we  heare, 
Foolhardy,  as  the  Earthes  children,  which  made 

Batteill  againft  the  Gods  ?  fo  we  a  God  inuadc. 

.  w&w  tin d hh^yiy.iMihpW^w^-^ *A- 

Daunger  without  difcrction  to  attempt. 

Inglorious  and  beaftlike  is :  therefore  Sir  knight, 
Arcad  what  courfe  of  you  is  fafeft  dempt. 
And  how  we  with  our  foe  may  come  to  fight. 
This  is  (quoth  he)  the  dolorous  defpight, 
Which  carft  to  you  I  playnd :  for  neither  may 
This  fire  be  quench t  by  any  witt  or  might, 
Ne  yet  by  any  meanes  rcmou'd  away; 

So  mighty  be  th'enchautments,which  the  fame  doftay, 

What  is  there  ells,  but  ceafe  thefe  fruitlefTe  paines, 
And  leafte me  to  my  former  '-languishing  ? 
Faire  A^rett  muft dwell  in  wicked  chaines, 
And  Sutdamre  here  die  with  forrowing. 
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Perdy  notfo;  (Tcudefhee)  for  fhameful  thing 
Yt  were  t'abandon  noble  cheuifaunce, 
Forfheweofperill,  without  venturing; 
Rather  let  try  extremities  of  cluunce, 
Then  enterprifed  praifcfor  dread  to  difauaunce. 

Therewith  refolu'd  to  proue  her  vtmofl:  might, 
Her  ample  fhicIJ  fhe  threw  before  h  efface, 
And  her  fwords  point  directing  forward  right,, 
Aflayld  the  flame,  the  which  efcefoones  gaue  place, 
And  did  it  felfe  diuide  with  cquall  fpace, 
That  through  fhe  pafTed,  as  a  thonder  bolt 
Perceth  the  yielding  ayrc,  and  doth  difplace 
The  (bring. clouds  into  fad  fhowres  y  molt; 

So  to  her  y  old  the  flamcs,and  did  their  force  reuolt, 

Whome  whenas  Scudamour  faw  paft  the  fire, 
Safe  and  vntoucht,  he  hkewife  gan  affay, 
With  greedy  willrand  enuious  defire, 
And  bad  the  ftubbornc  flames  to  yield  him  way: 
But  cruel!  Mulciber  would  not  obay 
His  threarfull  pride,  but  did  the  more  augment 
His  mighty  rage,and  with  imperious  fway 
Him  forft  (maulgre)  his  fercenes  to  relent, 

And  backe  retire,  all  fcorcht  and  pitifully  brent. 

With  huge  impatience  he  inly  fwelt, 

More  for  great  forrow,  that  he  could  not  pas, 
Then  for  the  burning  torment,  which  he fek5 
That  with  fell  vvoodncs  he  effierced  was, 
And  wilfully  him  thro  wingon  the  gras, 
Did  beat  and  bounfe  his  head  add  breftfal  fore- 
The  whiles  the  Ghampionefienow  decked  has ' 
The  vtmoft  rowme,  and  part  the  formeft  dore, 

The  vtmoft  rowme,  abounding  with  all  precious  ftore. 

For 
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For  found  about,thc  walls  yclothed  were 
With  goodly  arras  of  great  maiefly, 
Woucu  with  gold  and  filke  (b  clofc  and  ncrc, 
That  the  rich  metall  lurked  priuily, 
As  faining  to  be  hidd  from  enuious  eye-, 
Yet  here,  and  there,  and  cuery  where  vn wares 
It  i  hewd  it  felfe3  and  fhone  vnwillingly; 
Like  to  a  difcolourd  Snake,  whofe  hidden  fnarr  s 

Through  the  greenc  gras  his  long  bright  burnifht  back 

(declares, 

AndinthofeTapets  weren  fafhioned 

Many  faire  pourtrai&s,  and  many  a  faire  featc, 
AndalIofloue,andal  oflufty-hed, 
As  fecmed  by  their  femblaunt  did  entreat; 
And  eke  all  Cupids  warres  tkey  did  repeate, 
And  cruellbattailes,  which  he  whilomc  fought 
Gainft  all  the  Gods,  to  make  his  empire  great; 
Befides  the  huge  maffacres,  which  he  wrought 

On  mighty  kings  and  kcfars,into  thraldome  brought. 

Therein  was  writt,how  often  thondring  lout 
Had  felt  the  point  of  his  hart  percing  dart, 
And  leauingheauens  kingdome,  here  did  roue 
In  ftraunge  difguize,  to  flake  his  fcaldingfmartj 
Now  like  a  Ram,  faire  Utile  to  peruart, 
Now  like  a  Bull,  Europa  to  withdraw: 
Ah,  how  the  fearefull  Ladies  tender  hart 
Did liuely  feeme  to  tremble,  when  fhe  fa  w 

The  huge  fcas  vnder  her  t'obay  her  feruauntslaw. 

Soone  after  that  into  a  golden  fhowre 

Him  felfe  he  chaung'd,  faire  Dm  At  to  vew, 

Ant  through  the  roofe  of  her  llcong  brafen  towrc 

Did  riinc  into  her  lap  an  hony  dew, 

w^njidojiw  The 
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The  whiles  her  foolifh  garde,  that  litle  knew 
Of  fuch  deceipt,  kept  th'yron  dore  faft  bard, 
And  watch  r,  that  nonefhould  enter  nor  iflew; 
Vaine  was  the  watch,  and  bootlefTe  all  the  ward, 
Whenas  the  God  to  golden  hew  him  feife  transfard. 

Then  was  he  turnd  into  a  fnowy  Swan, 
To  win  faire  Leda  to  his  lonely  trade: 
O  wondrous  skill,  and  fweet  wit  of  the  man, 
That  her  in  daffadillies  fleeping  made, 
From  fcorching  heather  daintie  limbes  tofhadet 
Whiles  the  proud  Bird  ruffing  his  fethers  wydc, 
And  brufhing  his  faire  breft,did  her  inuade; 
Shccflept,yet  twixt  her  eielids  clofely  fpyde, 

How  towards  her  he  rulTit,and  Gniled  at  his  piyde* 

Then  flic  wd  it,  how  the  ThehaneSemetec 
Dcceiud  of  gealous  Vtfw,  did  require 
To  fee  him  in  his  fouerayne  maieftcc, 
Artnd  with  his  thunderbolts  and  lightning  fire, 
Whens  deareiy  (lie  with  death  bought  her  defirc. 
But  faire  Alumna  better  match  did  make, 
Ioying  his  loue  in  likenes  more  entire, 
Three  nights  in  one,  they  fay,  that  for  her  fake 

He  then  did  put,  her  plcafures  Ienger  to  partake. 

Twife  was  he  feene in  foaring  Eagles  fhape, 

And  with  wide  winges  ro  beat  the  buxome  ayre^ 
Once,  when  he  with  Ajierie  did  fcape, 
Againc,  when  as  the  Tt riant  boy  fo  fayre 
He  fnatcht  from  Ida  hill,  and  with  him  bare : 
Wondrous  delight  it  was ,  there  to  behould , 
How  the  rude  Shepheards  aft:r  him  did  ftare, 
Trembling  through  feare,!eaft  down  he  fallen  fhould 

And  often  to  him  calling,  to  take  furcj;  hould. 

fa 


j70  The  thircl'Booke  of       Cant.  XL 

In  Satyr tsti&pc  ^ntitps  he  fnatcht: 
And  like  a  fire,  when  he  Aegiri  afTayd: 
A  thepeheard,  when  Mvemefync  he  catcht: 
And  like  a  Serpent  to  the  Thracian  mayd.  (playd, 
Whyles  thus  on  earth  great  loue  thefe  pagcaunt$ 
The  winged  boy  did  thruft  into  his  throne, 
And  fcoffing,  thus  vnto  his  mother  fayd, 
Lo  now  the  heuens  obey  to  me  alone, 

And  take  me  for  their  Joue%  whiles  loue  to  earth  is  gone. 

Arid  thou, hircPbcebus,  in  thy  colours  bright 
Waft  there  enwouen,andthefad  dilhrefle, 
In  which  that  boy  thee  plonged3  for  defpight, 
That  thou  bewray 'dft  his  mothers  wantonnetfe, 
When  (he  with  Mars  was  meyntinioyfulneffe: 
For  thy  he  thrild  thee  with  a  leaden  dart, 
To  loue  faire  D^^which  the  louedlefle: 
Leffe  fiie  thee  lou'd  then  was  thy  iuft  defart, 

Yet  was  thy  loue  her  deatf^&i  her  death  was  thy  fmart. 

So  louedft  thou  the  lufty  Hymntt> 

So  lojcdft  thoa  the  faire  Coronis  deare: 
Yet  both  are  of  thy  haplefle  hand  e*tin&, 
Yet  both  in  flowrcs  doeliue5  and  loue  thee  bearc, 
The  one  aPaunce,  the  other  a  fweetbrearc: 
For  griefe  whereof  ye  mote  haue  liuely  feeiic 
1  he  God  himfelfe  rending  his  golden  heare, 
And  breaking  quite  hisgarloud  euer  greene, 

With  other  iignes  offorrow  and  impatient  tcene. 

Both  for  thofe  two,and  for  his  o wne  deare  lonnc, 
The fonne  of  Climer-e  he  did  repent, 
W  ho  bold  to  guide  the  charct  of  the  Sunnc5 
Himfelf  e  in  thoufand  pceces  fondly  ren:3 

And 
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And  all  the  world  with  flafliing  fire  brent: 
Solike5that  all  the  walles  did  feeme  to  flame. 
Yet  crueil  Cuptd^  not  herewith  content, 
Forft  him  eftfoones  to  follow  other  game, 

And  loue  a  Shephards  daughter  for  his  dearefl  Dame, 
*witffetetif^         \o>&  B^fjti-w  3  fix 

He  loucd  ljlefot  his  deareft  Dame, 

And  for  her  fake  her  cartel!  f  edd  a  while, 

•  And  for  her  fake  a  cow  heard  vile  became, 
The  feruant  oiAdmetus  cowheard  vile, 
Whiles  that  from  heauen  hefuflfercd  exile. 
Long  were  to  tell  his  other  louelyfitt, 
Now  like  a  Lyon,  hunting  after  fpoile, 
Now  like  a  Hag > now  like  a  faulcon  flic: 
All  which  in  that  faire  arras  was  moft  liuely  writ. 

Next  vnto  him  was  Neptme  pi&ured, 
In  his  diuine  refcmblance  wondrous  lykc: 
His  face  was  rugged, and  his  hoarie  hed 
Dropped  with  brackifh  deawj  his  threeforktPykc 
He  ftearnly  fhooke,  and  therewith  fierce  did  ftryke 
The  raging  biliowes,  that  on  eueryfyde 
They  trembling  flood, and  made  along  broad  dyke> 
That  his  fwift  charet  might  haue  pafTagcwyde,  ; 

Which  foure  great  Hippodtmes  did  draw  in  temewife 

(tyde. 

His  feahorfes  did  feeme  to  fnort  amayne, 

And  from  their  nofethrilfcs  blow  the  brynie  fireamcy 
That  made  thefparcklingwaues  to  fmokqagayne, f 
And  flame  with  gold,butthe  white  fomy  creame, 
Didihine  with  filuer3and  llioot  forth  his  beame. 
The  God  himfclfe  did  penfiuc  feeme  and  fad, 
Audhongadownehishead)ashediddreame: 
For  priuy  loue  his  breft  empierccd  had^ 

Ne  ought  but  dears  Bifdih  ay  could  make  him  glad. 

He 
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He  loucd  eke  IfhimeiU  dearc. 

And  Aeolus  fairc  daughter  Arnehight, 
For  whom  he  turnd  him  felfc  into  a  Steare, 
And  fedd  on  fodder,  to  beguile  her  fight. 
Alfo  to  win  Deucalions  daughter  bright, 
He  turnd  him  felfc  into  a  Dolphin  fayre; 
And  like  a  winged  horfc  he  t  ooke  his  flight, 
To  fnaky-locke  Medufaio  repayrc, 

On  w  horn  he  got  faire  Pegafus,  that  flitteth  in  the  ayre. 

Ha&Saturne  was,  (but  who  would  eucr  wcene, 

That  fullcin  Stturne  euer  weend  to  loue? 

Yet  loue  is  fullein,  and  Saturnlike  fecne, 

As  he  did  for  Erigone  it  proue. 

That  to  a  Centaure  did  him  felfc  tranfmouc. 

Soproou'dit  eke  that  gratious  God  of  wine. 

When  for  to  compafle  Phillim  hard  loue, 

He  turnd  himfclfe  into  a  fruitfull  vine, 
And  into  her  faire  bofome  made  his  grapes  decline. 

Lone;  were  to  tell  the  amorous  aflay  es, 

And  gentle  pangues,  with  which  he  maked  meekc 

The  mightie  CMars,  to  learne  his  wanton  play  es: 

How  oft  for  Venus ,and  how  often  eek 

For  many  other  Nymphes  hefore  did  fhreek, 

With  womanifh  teares,  and  with  vnwarlike  fmarts, 

Priuily  moyftening  his  horrid  cheeke. 

There  was  he  painted  full  of  burning  dartes,  (partes. 

And  many  wide  woundes  launched  through  his  inner 

Ne  did  he  fpare(fo  crucll  was  theElfe) 

His  owncdeare  mother,  (ah  why  fhould  he  to?) 
Ne  did  he  fpare  fometime  to  pricke  himfelfe, 
That  he  might  taffc  the  fwect  confuming  woe,  . 

Which 
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Vyhich  he  had  wrought  to  many  others  moe. 
But  to  declare  the  mournfuU  Tragedyes, 
And  fpoiles,  wherewith  he  all  the  ground  did  ftrow, 
Moreeath  to  number,  with  how  many  eyes 

High  heucn  beholdes  fad  louers  nightly  theeuerycs. 

Kings  Queen es3Lords  Ladics,knights  &  Damfels  gent 
Were  heap'd  together  with  the  vulgar  fort, 
And  mingled  with  the  raskall  rablement, 
Without  refpe<ft  ofperfbn  or  of  port, 
To  fhew  Dan  Cupids  powre  and  great  effort: 
And  round  about  a  border  was  entrayld, 
Of  broken  bowes  and  arrowes  fliiuered  fhort, 
And  a  long  bloody  riuer  through  them  rayld, 

Soliuely  and  fo  like,  that  liuing  fence  ic  fayld. 

And  at  the  vpper  end  of  that  faire  rowmc. 
There  was  an  Altar  built  ofpretious  ftonc, 
Ofpaffing  valew,  and  ofgreatrcnowme, 
On  which  there  flood  an  Image  all  alone, 
Of  mafly  gold  ,which  with  his  owne  light  fhone$ 
And  winges  it  had  with  fondry  colours  dighr, 
More  fondry  colours,  then  the  proud  ?4uone 
Beares  in  his  boafted  fan,  or  Iris  bright,  (bright 

When  her  difcolourd  bow  fhe  fpreds  through  heuen 

Blyndfold  he  was,and  in  his  cruell  fift 

A  mortall  bow  and  arrowes  keene  did  hold, 
With  which  he  fhot  at  randon,  when  him  lift, 
Some  beaded  with  fad  lead,  fomc  with  pure  golds 
(Ah  man  beware,  how  thou  thofedartcs  behold  ) 
A  wounded  Dragon  vnder  him  did  ly> 
Whofe  hideous  tayle  his lefte foot  did  enfold, 
And  with  a  fhaft  was  foot  through  either  eye, 

That  no  man  forth  might  draw,ne  no  man  remedye. 

And 
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And  vnderneath  his  feet  was  written  thus, 

Vnte  the  ViBor  of  the  Gods  this  bee: 

And  all  the  people  in  that  ample  hous 

Did  to  that  image  bowe  their  humble  knee, 

And  oft  tomroitted  fowle  Idolatree.  . 

That  wondrous  fight  hiveBritomartzmzzd, 

Ne  feeing  could  her  wonder  fatiftie, 

But  euermore  and  more  vpon  it  gazd, 
The  whiles  the  palfmgbrightnes  her  fraile  fences  dazd. 

Tho  as  flic  backward  caft  her  bufic  eye, 
To  fcarch  each  fecrete  of  that  goodly  fted 
Ouer  the  dorc  thus  written  fhe  did  fpye 
Bee  bold:  (he  oft  and  oft  it  ouer-red 
Yet  could  not  find  what  fence  it  figured: 
But  what  fo  were  therein,  or  writ  or  roent, 
She  was  no  whit  thereby  difcouraged, 
From  profecuting  of  her  firft  intent, 

But  forward  with  bold  ftcps  into  the  next  roome  went. 

Much  fayrcr,  then  the  former,was  that  roome, 
And  richlier  by  many  partes  arayd: 
For  not  with  arras  made  in  painefull  loome, 
But  with  pure  gold  it  all  was  oucrlayd,  (playd, 
Wrought  with  wilde  Antickes,  which  their  follies 
In  the  rich  metall,as  they  liuing  were: 
A  thoufand  monftrous  formes  therein  were  made, 
Such  as  falfeloue  doth  oft  vpon  him  weare, 

For  loue  in  thoufand  moiirous  formes  doth  oft  appearc. 

And  all  about,  the  gliftrzng  walles  were  hong 
With  warlike  fpoiles,and  with  vi&orious  prayes, 
Of  mightic  Conquerours  and  Captaines  ftrong, 
Which  were  whilomc  captiued  in  their  dayes, 

To 
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To  cruel!  louc,  and  wrought  their  owne  decayes  : 
Their  fwerds  &  fpercs  were  broke^  hauberques  rent 
And  their  proud  girlonds  oftryumphant  bayes, 
Troden  in  Aift  with  fury  infolent, 
To  fhew  the  vigors  might  and  mercilefle  intent. 

The  warlike  Mayd  beholding  earneftly 
The  goodly  ordinaunce  of  this  rich  Place, 
Did  greatly  wonder,  ne  could  fatisfy 
Her  greedy  eyes  with  gazing  a  long  (pace, 
But  more  ihe  meruaild  that  no  footings  trace, 
Nor  wight  appear'd,  but  waftefullemptinefle, 
And  folemnefilenceouer  all  that  place: 
Straunge  thing  it  feem'd,that  none  was  topoffefle 

Sorichpurucyaunce,ne  them  keepe  with  carefulnefle. 

And  as  fhe  Iookt  about,  (he  did  behold, 
How  ouer  that  fame  dore  was  likewife  writ, 
Be  bolde^  be  bolde ,  and  euery  where  Be  bold , 
That  much  fhe  muz'd,  yet  could  not  conftrue  it 
By  any  ridling  skill ,  or  commune  wit. 
At  laft  fhe  fpyde  at  that  ro wmes  vpper  end, 
Another  yron  dore,  on  which  was  writ, 
Be  not  too  bold ;  whereto  though  {he  did  bend 

Her  earneft  minde,  yet  wift  not  what  it  might  intend. 

Thus  fhe  there  wayted  vntill  euentyde, 
Yet  liuing  creature  none  fhe  faw  appeare : 
And  now  fad  fhadowes  gan  the  world  to  hyde 
From  mortall  vew,  and  wrap  in  darkenes  dreare; 
Yet  nould  flie  d'off  her  weary  armes,  for  fearc 
Of  fecret  daunger ,  ne  let  fleepe  opprefle 
Her  heauy  eyes  with  natures  burdein  dearc, 
But  drew  herfelfe  afide  in  fickerneiTe, 

And  her  welpointfd  wepons  did  about  her  drefle. 

O  o  Cant. 
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Cane,  X 1 L 


The  mask*  ofCufid^nd  tW enchanted 

Chamber  are  difilayd, 
Whtncc  Britomart  r  e  de  ernes  fair  e 
Amoret ^through  charmes  decay >d. 

THo  when  as  chcarelefle  Night  ycoucred  had 
Fayre  heauen  with  an  vniuerfall  clowd, 
That  euery  wight  difmayd  with  darkenes  fad  * 
In  filencc  and  in  fleepe  themlelues  did ihrowd, 
She  heard  a  thrilling  Trompet  found  ?\owd, 
Signe  of  nigh  battaill,  or  got  vi&ory ; 
Nought  therewith  daunted  washer  courage  prowd, 
But  rather  ftird  to  cruell  enmity, 
Expe&ing  eucr^when  fomefoc  (he  might  defcry. 

With  that,  an  hideous  fforme  of  wincfe  arofe, 
With  drcadfull  thunder  and  lightning  atwixt, 
And  an  earthquake,  as  if  it  ftreight  would  lofc 
The  worlds  foundations  from  his  centre  fixt  • 
A  direfull  ftench  of  fmoke  and  fulphure  mixt 
Enfewd  3  whofe  noyaunce  fild  thefearefullfted,. 
From  the  fourth  howre  of  night  vntill  the  fixt  s 
Yet  the  bold  Britonefie  was  nought  ydrcd, 

Though  much  emmou'd,  but  ftedfaftftillperfeuercd. 

AH  fuddeinly  aftormy  whirlwind  blew 

Throughout  the  houfe,  that  clapped  euery  dorc, 


With  which  that  yron  wicket  ope^  flew. 
As  it  with  mighty  leuqs  had  bene  tore : 


And 
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And  forth  yffcwd ,  tts  on  the  rcadic  florc 
Of  fomc  Theatre.,  a  graue  perfonage, 
That  in  his  hand  a  braunch  of  laurell  bore, 
With  comely  haueour  and  count  nance  ft  gc, 

Yclad  in  co%  garments,  fit  for  tragicke  Stage. 

Proceeding  to  the  midft,  he  ftil  did  ftand, 
As  if  in  minde  he  fomc  what  had  to  fay, 
And  to  the  vulgare  beckning  with  his  hand, 
In  figne  of  filence,  as  to  heare  a  play, 
By  liuelj  al&ions  he  gan  bewray 
Some  argument  of  matter  paflioned; 
Which  doen,  he  backe  retyred  foft  away, 
And  pafling  by,  his  name  difcouered, 

£afe,  on  his  robe  in  golden  letters  cyphered. 

The  noble  Mayd ,  ftill  ftanding  all  this  vewd, 
And  merueild  at  hisftraunge  intendiment; 
With  that  a  ioyous  fellowfhip  iflewd 
Of  Minftralcs,  making  goodly  mcriment, 
With  wanton  Bardes  3  and  Rymers  impudent. 
All  which  together  fong  full  chcarefully 
A  lay  of  loues  delight ,  with  fweet  concent : 
After  whom  marcht  a  iolly  company , 

In  manner  of  a  maske,  enranged  orderly. 

The  whiles  a  moft  deli tious  harmony, 

In  full  ftraunge  notes  was  fweetly  heard  to  found, 

That  the  rare  fweetnefle  of  the  melody 

The  feeble  fences  wholy  did  confound, 

And  the  frayle  foulc  in  dcepe  delight  nigh  dro  wnd 

And  when  it  ceaft5(hrill  trompetslowd  did  bray, 

That  their  report  did  far  away  rebound, 

And  when  they  ceaft,it  gan  againe  to  play , 

The  whiles  the  maskers  marched  forth  in  trim  aray. 

Oo  2  T 
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The  firft  was  TanfjyliVt  a  louely  Boy, 

Of  rare  afpe&,and  beautie  without  peare, 
Matchable  ether  to  that  ympe  of  Troyy 
Whom  loue  did  loue,  and  chofe  his  cup  to  beare, 
Or  that  Gme  daintie  lad^which  was  fo  dearc 
To  great  Alcides^  that  when  as  he  dyde, 
He  wailed  womanlike  with  many  a  teare, 
And  euery  word3  and  euery  valley  wyde 

He  fild  with  Hylas  name$  the  Ny  raphes  eke  Hylas  cryde* 

His  garment  nether  was  of  filke  nor  fay, 

But  paynted  plumes,  in  goodly  order  dight, 

Like  as  the  funburnt  Indians  aray 

Their  tawney  bodies,  in  their  proudeft  plight : 

As  thofe  fameplumes?fo  feemd  he  vaine  and  light, 

That  by  his  gate  might  eafily  appearc ; 

For  ftill  he  far'd  as  dauncing  in  delight, 

And  in  his  hand  a  windy  fan  did  beaie, 

That  in  the  ydle  ayre  he  naou'd  ftill  here  and  theare. 

And  him  befide  marcht  amorous  Defyre  y 

Who  feemd  of  ryper  yearcs,  then  th'other  S wayne. 

Yet  was  that  others  fwayne  this  elders  fyre, 

And  gauehim  being,  commune  to  them  twaync: 

His  garment  was  dif guy  fed  very  vay ne, 

And  his  embrodered  Bonet  fat  awry  ^ 

Twixt  both  his  hands  few  fparks  he  clofe  did  ftraync, 

Which  ftill  he  blew,  and  kindled  bufily, 

Thatfoone  they  life  conceiu'djand  forth  in  flames  did 

(Ay- 
Next  after  him  went  Doubt ,  who  was  ydad 

In  a  difcolourd  cote ,  of  ftraungc  difguyfe, 

That  at  his  backe  a  brode  Capuccio  had. 

And  fleeues  dependaunt  Jlfa#efe-wyfc : 

He 
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He  lookc  askew  with  his  miftruftfullcycs, 
And  nycely  trodc,  as  thornes  Jay  in  his  way 
Or  that  the  flore  to  Qirinke  he  did  auyfc 
And  on  a  broken  reed  he  (till  did  ftay,  ( lay. 

His  feeble  fteps,  which  fhrunck,  when  hard  thereon  he 

With  him  went  Daunger ,  cloth'd  in  ragged  weed, 
Made  of  Beares  skin,  that  him  more  dreadfull  made, 
Yet  his  owne  face  was  dreadfull,  ne  did  need 
Straunge  horrour,  to  deforme  his  griefly  fhade, 
A  net  in  th'one  hand,  and  a  rufty  blade 
In  th'other  was,  this  Mifchiefe,  that  mifhap^ 
With  th'one  his  foes  he  threatned  to  inuade, 
With  th'other  he  his  friends  merit  to  enwrap: 

For  whom  he  could  not  kill ,  he  pra&izd  to  entrap* 

Next  him  was  Feare ,  all  arm'd  from  top  to  toe, 
Yet  thought  himfelfe  not  fafe  enough  thereby, 
But  feard  each  lhado w  mouing  too  or  froe, 
And  his  owne  armes  when  glittering  he  did  fpy, 
Or  clafhing  heard,  he  faft  away  did  fly, 
As  allies  pale  of  hew,  and  winged  hceld  5 
Andeuermore  on  daunger  fixt  his  eye, 
Gainft  whom  he  alwayes  bent  a  brafen  (hield, 

Which  his  right  hand  vnarmedfearefuliy  did  wield* 

With  him  went  H&pe  in  rancke,  a  handfome  May  d, 
Of  chearcfull  looke  and  lonely  to  behold  5 
In  filken  famite  (he  was  lightarayd , 
And  her  fayre  lockes  were  ivouen  vp  in  gold; 
She  alway  fmyld,  and  in  her  hand  did  hold 
An  holy  water  Sprinckle,  dipt  in  deowe, 
With  which  (lie  fprinckled  fauours  manifold, 
On  whom  (he  lift,  and  did  great  liking  fheowe, 

Greatliking  vnto  many,  but  true  loue  tofcowe. 

O  o  3  And 
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And  after  them  Dtffemblaume>  and  Sufpecl 
Marcht  in  one  rancke,  yet  an  vnequall  pake: 
For  flic  was  gentle,  and  of  rnilde  afpeft, 
Courteous  to  all,andfeeming  debonaire, 
Goodly  adorned,and  exceeding  faire: 
Yet  was  that  all  but  paynted,  and  pourloynd,  f(haire: 
And  her  bright  browes  wcredeckc  with  borrowed 
Her  deeds  were  forged,  and  her  words  falfe  coynd, 

And  alwaics  in  her  hand  two  elewes  of  fitkc  fhe  twynd. 

But  he  was  fo  wle,  ill  fauoured,  and  grim, 
Vnder  his  eicbrowes  looking  ftill  askaunce; 
A  nd  eucr  as  DijJembUunce  laught  on  him, 
He  lowrd  on  her  with  daungerous  eyeglaunce* 
Shewing  his  nature  in  his  countenaunce^ 
His  rolling  eies  did  neuer  reft  in  place. 
But  walkte  each  where,  for  feare  of  hid  mifchauncer 
Holding  a  lattis  ftill  before  his  face, 

Through  which  he  ftil  did  pecp,as  forward  he  did  pace. 

Next  him  went  Grief  >>and  Fury  matcht  yfere; 
Grief e  all  in  (able  forrowfully  clad, 
Downe  hanging  hisdullheadjwith  heauy  chere, 
Yet  inly  being  more,  then  feeming  fad :. 
A  pake  of  Pincers  in  his  hand  he  had, 
With  which  he  pinched  people  to  the  hart, 
That  from  thenceforth  a  wretched  life  they  ladd, 
In  wiifuil  languor  and  confuming  finart, 

Dying  each  day  with  inward  wounds  of  dolours  dart. 

But  Fury  was  full  ill  appareilcd, 

In  rags,that  naked  nigh  foe  did  appeare, 
With  ghaftly  looks  and  dreadfull  dreriheds 
For  from  her  backe  her  garments  flic  did  tearc, 

5  And 
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And  from  her  head  oftercnt  her  fnarledheare: 
In  her  right  hand  a  firebrand  fhee  did  tofTe 
About  her  head>ftill  roming  here  and  there;  ' 
As  adifmayed  Deare  in  chace  emboft, 
Forgctfull  of  his  fafety,  hath  his  right  way  loft. 

After  them  went  Difpleafure  and  Pkafawce, 
He  looking  lompifh  and  fulifulleinfad, 
And  hanging  downe  his  heauy  countcnaunce; 
She  chearfull  frefh  and  full  of  ioyaunce  glad, 
As  if  no  forrow  {he  ne  felt  ne  dread$ 
That  euill  matched  paire  they  feemd  to  bee: 
An  angry  Wafpc  th'one  in  a  viall  had 
Th'otber  in  hers  an  hony-iady  Bee, 

Thus  marched  thefelu  couples  forth  in  faire  degree 

,  —  ^zj&Iq  m  mitifot&to  'bib         1  \    1  Si 
After  all  thefe  there  marcht  a  moll  faire  Dame, 
Led  oft  wo  gry  fie  villeins,  tlV  one  Dcfpight, 
The  othercleped  Cruelty  by  name: 
She  dolefull  Lady  3  like  a  dreary  Spright, 
Cald  by  ftrong  charmcs  out  of  cternall  night, 
HadDeathes  owncymage  figurd  in  her  face, 
Full  of  fad  fignes,  fearfull  to  liuing  fight, 
Yet  in  that,  horror  fhc  wd  a  feemely  grace, 
And  with  her  feeble  feete  did  moue  a  comely  pace. 

Her  breft  all  naked,  as  nett  yuory, 

Without  adorne  of  gold  or  filuer  bright, 
Wherewith  the  Craftefman  wonts  it  beautify, 
Of  her  dew  honour  was  defpoyled  quight, 
Anda  wide  wound  therein  (Oruefull  fight) 
Entrenched  deep  wich  knyfe  accuried  keene, 
Yet  frefhly  bleeding  forth  her  fain  ting  fpright, 
(The  workc  of  cruell  hand)  was  to  be  fcene, 

That  dydc  in  fanguiae  red  her  :>kin  all  fnowy  clcene. 

O  o  4  At 
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At  that  wide  orifice  her  trembling  hart 

Was  drawne  f orch3  add  in  faluer  bafm  layd, 
Quite  through  transfixed  with  a  deadly  dart. 
And  in  her  blood  yetfteemingfrefh  embayd: 
Andthofe  twovilleins,which  her  fteps  vpftayd, 
When  her  weake  feete  could  fcarcely  her  fuftaine, 
And  fading  vitall  powres  gan  to  fade, 
Her  forward  skill  with  torture  did  conftraine. 

And  cuermore  encrcafed  her  confuming  paine. 

Next  af  cer  her,  the  winged  God  him  felf  e 
Came  riding  on  a  Lion  rauenous, 
Taught  to  obay  the  menage  of  that  Elfe, 
That  man  and  beaft  with  powre  imperious 
Subdeweth  to  his  kingdoms  tyrannous: 
His  blindfold  eics  he  bad  a  while  vnbinde, 
That  his  proud  fpoile  of  that  fame  dolorous 
Fairc  Dame  he  might  behold  in  perfed  kinde, 

Which  fcene,  he  much  rcioyced  in  his  cruell  mindc. 

Of  which  ful  prowd5him  felfe  vp  rearing  hye, 
He  looked  round  about  with  fterne  difdayne; 
And  did  furuay  his  goodly  company: 
And  marfhalling  the  euill  ordered  trayne, 
With  that  the  darts  which  his  right  did  ftraine, 
Full  dreadfully  he  fhooke  that  all  did  quake, 
And  cl^pton  hyq  hiscoulourd  vvinges  tvvainc, 
That  all  his  imany  itaffraide  did.  make ; 

Tho  blinding  him  againfcjhis  way  he  forth  did  take. 

Behindc  him.  was  RefrochyRtfmUmce,  Shame% 

Re  fen  '&mce  feeble,  foro  vvf  uli,  and  lame  / 
Repncb  (tefpightful*  carekffe,  and  vnkindej  it 

Sbme 
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Shame  mod  illfauourd,  beftiall,  and  blindc: 
Shame  lowxA^Reprntaunce  figtid,Reprocb  did  fcould; 
'  Reproch  iharpe  ilings,  Repeniaunee  whips  cntwinde, 
Shame  burning  brond-yrons  in  her  hand  did  hold  : 
Ail  three  to  each  vnlike,  yet  ail  made  in  one  mould. 

And  afrer  them  a  rude  confufed  rout 
Of  pcrfons  flockt,  whofe  names  is  hard  to  read:* 
Emongft  them  was  ftetne  Strife,  and  Anger  ftouc, 
V  nquie t  Care,  and  fond  Vnthriftyhead, 
Lewd  Loffe  ofT$ ':me y y  and  S 'arrow  feeming  dead, 
Inconftant  Cbawgey  and  falfe  Di(lcyaltyy 
Confuming  Rtottfe,  and  guilty  Dread 
Ofheauenly  verigeauncc,  faint  Infirmity, 

Vile  Poverty,  and  laftly  Death  with  infamy. 

There  were  full  many  moclike  maladies, 

Whofe  names  and  natures  I  note  readen  well  $ 
So  many  moe,  as  there  be  phantafies 
In  wauering  wemens  witi,thatnone  can  tell, 
Or  paines  in  loue,  or  punifliments  in  hell; 
All  which  difguized  marcht  in  masking  wife, 
About  the  chamber  by  the  Damozell, 
And  then  returned.,  hauing  marched  thrifc, 

Into  the  inner  rowme,  from  whence  they  firll  did  rife. 

So  foone  as  they  were  ikj  the  dore  ftreigh  t  way 
Fad  locked,  driuen  with  that  ftorniy>blaft, 
Which  firft  it  opened  5  nothing^id  remaync. 
Then  the  braue  Maid,  which  al  this  while  was  plaft, 
In  fecretftiade,  and  fowlsothfir/!  and  laft, 
Iffc  wedforth^ind  wentynto  the  dore, 
To  enter  in,  but  fownd  it  locked  faft  : 
It  vaine  llie  thought  with  rigorous  vprorc 

For  to  efforce,  when  charmes  had  clofed  it  afore.  - 

Where 
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Where  force  might  not  aunile,  their  Heights  and  art 
She  caft  to  vle/both  fitt  for  hard  emprue; 
For  thy  from  that  fame  rowme  not  to  depart 
Till  morrow  next,  fhee  did  her  felfe  auize, 
When  that  fame  Maske  againe  fhould  forth  arize.1 
The  morrowe  next  appeard  with  ioyous  cheare, 
Calling  men  to  their  daily  ezercize, 
Then  fh^as  morrow  frefh ,  her  felfe  did  rearc 
O  ut  of  her  fecret  ftaad,  that  day  for  to  outwearc. 

All  that  day  fhe  outwore  in  wandering, 
And  gazing  on  that  Chambers  ornament, 
Till  that  againc  the  fecond  euening 
Her  couered  with  her  fable  veftiment, 
Wherewith  the  worlds  faire  beautiefhe  hath  blent: 
Then  when  the  fecond  watch  was  almoft  pall, 
That  braf  en  dore  flew  open,  and  in  went 
Bold  Britomart,  as  fhe  had  late  forecaft, 

Nether  of  y die  iliowes,  nor  offalfecharmes  aghaft. 

So  foone  as  fhe  was  cntred,  rownd  about 
Shee  caft  her  ties,  to  fee  what  was  become 
Of  all  thofe  perfons3  which  fhefaw  without: 
But  lo3  they  ftrcight  were  vanifht  all  and  fomc, 
Ne  lining  wight  fhe  faw  in  all  thatroomc, 
Sane  that  fame  woefull  Lady,  both  whofe  hands 
Wereboundcn  fafl3that  did  her  ill  become, 
And  her  fmail  wafte  girt  rownd  with  yron  bands, 

Vnto  a  brafen  pillour,  by  the  which  fhe  ftands. 

And  her  before  the  vile  Enehaunter  fate, 
Figuring  flraunge  characters  of  his  art, 
With  filling  blood  he  thofe  charaders  wrate, 
Dreadfully  dropping  from  her  dying  hart, 

Seeming 
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Seeming  transfixed  with  a  cruell  dart, 

And  all  perforce  to  make  her  him  toJoue. 

Ak  who  can  loue  the  worker  of  her  fmart> 

A  thoufand  charmes  he  formerly  did  prouq  (moue. 

Yet  thoufand  charmes  could  not  her  ftedfaft  hart  re* 

■  f    i  • 

Soone  as  that  virgin  knight  hefawin  place* 
His  wicked  bookes  in  haft  he  ouerthrew, 
Not  caring  his  longlabours  to  deface, 
And  fiercely  running  to  that  Lady  trew, 
A  murdrous  knife  out  of  his  pocket  drew, 
The  which  bethought,  for  vdleinous  delpight* 
In  her  tormented  bodie  to  embrew: 
But  the  flout  Damzell  to  him  leaping  light, 

His  curfed  hand  withheld,  and  maiftered  his  might* 

From  her, to  whom  his  fury  firft  he  merit, 
The  wicked  weapon  rafftly  he  did  wrcft, 
And  turning  to  the  next  his  fell  intent, 
Vn wares  it  ftrooke  into  her  fnowie  cheft, 
That  litle  drops  empurpled  her  faire  breft. 
Exceeding  wroth  therewith  the  virgin  grew* 
Albe  the  wound  were  nothing  deepe  impreft, 
And  fiercely  forth  her  mortall  blade  fhe  drew, 

To  giue  him  the  reward  for  fuch  vile  outrage  dew» 

So  mightily  fhe  fmote  him ,  that  to  ground 

He  fell  halfe  deac^next  ftroke  him  fhouldhaue  flaiue^ 
Had  not  the  Lady,  which  by  him  flood  bound, 
Dernly  vnto  him  called  to  abftaine, 
From  doing  him  to  dy.  For  elfe  her  paine 
Should  be  remedilefle,  fuh  none  but  hee, 
Which  wrought  it,  could  the  fametecureagame* 
Therewith  fhe  (tayd  her  hand,loth  ftayd  to  bee; 

For  lif&fhe  him  enuyde,andlong'd  reuenge  to  fee- 

And 
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And  to  him  faid,Thou  wicked  man,  whofe  meed 
For  fo  huge  mifchiefc,  and  vile  viilany 
Is  deaths  if  that  ought  doe  death  exceed, 
Be  furc,that  nought  may  faue  thee  from  to  dy, 
But  if  that  thou  this  Dame  doe  prefently 
'  Reftorevnto  her  heakh,and  former  ftate; 
This  doe  and  liue,  els  dye  vndoubtedly. 
He  glad  of  life,  that  bokt  for  death  but  late, 

Did  yield  him  felfe  right  willing  to  prolong  his  date. 

And  rifing  vp,  gan  ftreight  to  oucrlooke 

Thofe  curfed  leaucs,his  charmes  back  to  reuerfe; 
Full  dreadfull  thinges  out  of  that  baleful!  booke 
He  red, and  meafur'd  many  a  fad  verfe, 
That  horrour  gan  the  virgins  hart  to  perfe, 
And  her  faire  locks  vp  (tared  itifFe  on  end, 
.  Hearing  him  thofe  fame  bloody  Iynes  reherfcj 
And  al!  the  while  he  red,  fhe  did  extend 

Her  fword  highouer  him, if  ought  he  did  offend. 

Anon  fhe  gan  pcrceiue  the  houfe  to  quake. 
And  all  the  dores  to  rattle  round  aboutj 
Yet  all  that  did  not  her  difmaied  make, 
Nor  flack  her  threatfull  hand  for  daungers  dout, 
But  (till  wich  ftedfafl:  eye  and  courage  Itout, 
Abode  to  weet,  what  end  would  come  of  all. 
At  laft  thatmightie  chaine,  which  round  about 
Her  tender  wade  was  wouad ,  adowne  gan  fall, 

And  that  great  brafen  pillour  broke  in  pieces  Imall. 

The  cruel!  fteele,  which  thrild  her  dying  hart, 
Fell  ibftly  forth,  as  of  his  owne  accord, 
And  the  wyde  wound,  which  lately  did  difpart 
Her  bleeding  breft;and  riuen  bowels  gor'd, 

'  Was 
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Was  clofed  vp,  as  it  had  not  bcene  for'd, 
And  cucry  part  to  fafety  full  fownd, 
As  flic  were  ncuer  hurt,  was  foone  reftor'd: 
Tho  when  flic  felt  her  felfe  to  be  vnbownd, 
Andperfedt  hole,  proftr  ate  ihe  fell  vnto  the  grownd, 

Before  faire  Britomart, fhefell  proftrate, 

Saying,  Ah  noble  knight,  what  worthy  meede 
Can  wretched  Lady*quitt  from  wofull  ftate, 
Yield  you  in  lieu  of  this  your  gracious  deed; 
Your  vertue  felfe  her  owne  reward  fhallbreed, 
Euen  immortall  prayfe,  and  glory  wy  de 
Which  I  your  vaflaU,  by  your  prbwelfe  freed, 
Shall  through  the  world  make  to  be  notify dc, 

And  goodly  well  aduaunce that  goodly  well  was  tryde# 

But  Britomart  vprearing  her  from  growndr 
Said,  Gentle  Dame;  reward  enough  I  weene 
For  many  labours  more,  then  I  haue  found, 
This,  thac  in  fafetie  now  I  haue  you  feene, 
And  meanc  of  your  deliuerance  haue  beene: 
Henceforth  faire  Lad  comfort  to  you  take, 
And  put  away  remembraunce  of  late  teeae; 
Lifted  thereof  know,  that  your  louing  Make, 

Hath  no  lefTe  griefe  endured  for  your  gentle  fake. 

She  much  was  cheard  to  hearc  him  mentiond, 
Whom  of  allliuing  wightes  fheloued  beft. 
Then  laid  the  noble  Champione(Te  ftronghond 
Vpon  th'enchaunter,  which  had  her  diftreft 
So  fore,  and  with  fouls  outrages  oppreft: 
With  that  great  chaine,  wherewith  not  long  ygoc 
He  bound  that  picteous  Lady  prifooer,  no  w  releft, 
Himfelfe  (he  bound,more  worthy  to  be  fa, 

And  captiue  with  her  led  to  wrecchedueffe  and  wo. 

Retur- 
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Returning  back,  thofc  goodly  rowmcs,  which  erft 
He  faw  fo  rich  and  royally  arayd, 
Now  vanifht  vtterly,  and  cleane  fubuerft 
He  found;  and  all  their  glory  quite  decay  d, 
That  fight  of  fuch  achaungehim  much  difinayd. 
Thenceforth  defending  to  that  perlous  Porch, 
Thole  dreadfull  flames  fhe  alfo  found  dclayd, 
And  quenched  quite,  like  a  confumed  torch, 

That  erft  all  entrcrs  wont  fo  cruelly  to  fcorch. 

At  laft  (he  came  vnto  the  place.,  where  late 
She  left  Sir  Scudamour  in  great  diftrefle, 
Tvvixt  dolour  and  defpight  halfe  defperate, 
Of  his  louesfuccour,  of  his  owne  redreflc> 
And  of  the  hardie  Britomarts  fuccelTe: 
There  on  the  cold  earth  him  now  thrown  fhe  found, 
In  wilfull  anguifh,and  dead  heauineffe, 
And  to  him  cald,  whofe  voices  knowen  found 

Soone  as  he  hcard,himfclf  he  reared  light  from  ground. 

There  did  he  fee,that  moft  on  earth  him  ioyd, 
His  deareft  louc,  the  comfort  of  hitdayes, 
Whole  too  long  abfence  him  had  fore  annoyd, 
And  wearied  his  life  with  dull  delayes: 
Strai  ght  he  vpftarted  from  the  loath  ed  layes, 
And  to  her  ran  with  hafly  egcrnefle, 
Like  as  a  Deare,that  greedily  embay  es 
In  the  coole  foile,  after  long  thirftinefle, 

Which  he  in  chacc  endured  hath,now  nigh  breathleflc. 

Lightly  he  dipt  her  twixt  his  armcs  twaine, 
And  ftreightly  did  embrace  her  body  bright, 
Her  body,  late  the  prilbn  of  fad  paine, 
Now  the  fweet  lodge  of  loue  and  deare  delight: 

Bus 
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But  fhe  faire  Lady  oucrcommen  quight 
Of  huge  affe&ion,  did  in  plcafurc  melt, 
And  in  fweete  rauifhment  pourd  out  her  fpright: 
No  word  they  fpakc5nor  earthly  thing  they  felt, 
But  like  two  fenceles  flocks  in  long  embraccmet  dwelt. 

Had  ye  them  feene,ye  would  haucfurely  thought, 
That  they  had  beene  that  faire  Hermaphrodite, 
Which  that  rich  Romane  of  white  marble  wrought 
And  in  his  coftly  Bath  caufd  to  bee  fite: 
So  feemd  thofe  two,  as  growne  together  quite, 
T\\*tBritomarthz\k  enuying  their  blefle, 
Was  much  empaffiond  in  her  gentle  fprite, 
And  to  her  felfe  oft  wifht  like  happinefle, 

In  vaine  flic  wi(fat,that  fate  n'ould  let  her  yet  poffefle. 

Thus  doc  thofe  Iouers  with  fweer  counteruayle, 
Each  other  of  loucs  bitter  fruit  defpoile. 
But  now  my^eme  begins  tp  faint  and  fayle, 
All  woxen  weary  of  their  iournall  toyle: 
Therefore  I  will  their  fw~rJe  yokes  aflbylc 
At  this  fame  furrowcscnd^till  a  new  day: 
And  ye  faire  Swayns,after  your  long  turmoyfc, 
Now  ccafc  your  worke,and  at  your  plcafure  play;. 

Now  ceafcyour  workej  to  morrow  is  an  holy  day. 
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Letter  of  the  Authors  expounding  his 

whole  Intention  in  the  courfe  of  this  TborkeiTbhicb 
for  that  it  giueth  great  light  to  the  Reader/or 
the  better  vnderftanding  is  hereunto 
annexed. 


To  the  1{ight  nohlty  and  Valorous  3  Sir  Walter 
Raleigh  knight,Lo.  Wardein  of  theStanncryes3and 
herMaieftiesliefctenauntof  the  County  of  Cornc- 
wayll. 

Ir  knowing  how  doubtfully  all  Alle- 
gories may  be  con  ft  rued,  and  this 
booke  of  mine,  which  I  haue  entitu  • 
led  the  Faery  j>>ueeneybeinga  con- 
tinued Allegory,  ordarke  conceit,  1 
haue  thought  good  ajwe/l  for  auoy- 
ding  ofgealous  opinions  and  mifco- 
frucltons ,  as  alfo  for  your  better 
light  in  reading  t  her  of, (being fo  by 
you  comandcd3)to  difcouer  vhtoyou  the  general  intention  & 
meaningywhtch  in  the  whole  courfe  thereof  I  haue  fajhioned, 
rpithout  expreftng  of  iny  particular  purpofes  or  by  accidents 
therein  occasioned .    T hegenerall  end  therefore  of  all  the 
booke is to ft/hi  on  a  gentleman  or  noble  perfonin  vertuous 
and  gentle  aifcipline :   Which  for  that  I  concerned [fhoulde 
be  mott plaupble  and pleafing,  being  coloured  with  an  hijlo* 
rica\lfhiony  the  which  the  mojl  part  of  men  delight  to  ready 
rather fir  variety  of  matter,  then  for  profite  of the  en/ample: 
Tchofethehifforyeofking  ^Arthure ,  as  mofl  ftte  for  the 
excellency  of  his  ferfon,  being  made  famous  by  many  mens 
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former  workes, and  alfofurthejf  from  the  daungerofenuy, 
and fufpition  ofprefent  time .   In  which  I  haue  followed  all 
the  antique  Poets  historical!,  firjl  Ho  mere,  who  in  the  Per- 
fons  of  Agamemnon  and  Fly fies  hath  enfampled  a  good  go* 
uernourandavertuousman,theoneinhis  Ilias,  the  other 
in  his  Odyfseis :  then  Virgil,  whofe  like  intention  was  to  doe 
in  the  perfon  of  Aenets:  after  him  Arioflo  comprifed  them 
both  in  his  Orlando  :  and  lately  Taffo  diffeuered  them  <f- 
gaine,  and formed  both  parts  in  two  perfons ,  namely  that 
part  which  they  in  Philofophy  call  Ethice,  or  vertues  of  & 
primte  man^  coloured  in  his  Rinaldo :    t he  other  named 
Politice  in  his  G  odfredo .    By  en  [ample  of which  excellent  e 
Poets,  I  labour  to  pourtraicl  in  Arthure,  before  he  was  king, 
thcima^eof  a  braue  knight,  per fecled  in  the  tweluepriuatt 
morall vertues,  as  Artftotle  hath  deuifed,  the  which  is  the 
purfofe  of  thefe firjl  twelue  boohs :  which  if  I finde  to  be  well 
accepted,  I  may  be  perhaps  encoragedjo  f  ame  the  ether  part 
.  of  polliticke  vert  us  in  his  perfon,  after  that  hee  came  to  be 
king .    T o  fome  I  knew  this  Methode  will  feeme  difplea- 
faunt .which  had  rather  hauegood  difcipline  deliuered plains 
ty  in  way  ofprecep  s,  or  fermoned at  large ,  as  they  vfe,  then 
thus  clowdily  enwrapped  in  AlLgoricall  deuifes .    But  fuch, 
we  feeme  yfhould  be  (at  is  fide  with  the  vfe  of thefe  day  es} feeing 
all  things  accounted  by  their  fkovves,  and  nothing  ejleemcd 
of,  that  is  not  delight  full  and  pleafng  to  commune  fence. 
For  this  caufe  is  Xenophon  preferred  before  Plato,  for  that 
the  one  in  the  ex  qui  fit  e  depth  of  his  iudgement,  formed  a 
Commune  welthfuch  as  it  Jhouldbe,  but  the  other  in  the 
perfon  of  Cyrus  and  the  Per  fans  fafhioned  a  gouernement 
fucb  as  might  beUbe :  So  much  mo  e  profitable  and  grati- 
ms  isdoclrine  by  enfamplejhen  by  rule .  So  haue  I  laboured 
to  doe  in  the  perfon  of Arthur  e :  whome  I  concciue  after  his 
long  education  by  Tin  on ,  towho?nhe  was  by  Merlin  deli- 
vered to  be  brought  vp ,  fo  foone  as  he  was  borne  of  the  Lady 
Igrayne,  to  haue feene  in  a  dream  or  vifion  the  faery  Jgueen, 
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with  whofe  excellent  beauty  rauiJ1)ed,  he  awaking  rejoined  to 
feeke  her  out  3  and fo  being  by  Merlin  armed,  and  by  T imon 
throughly  inftruBed ,  he  went  to  feeke  her  forth  in  Faery e 
land .  In  that  Faery  ^ueene  I  meancgh ry  in  my  generall 
intention,  but  in  my  particular  I  conceiue  the  mo  ft  excellent 
andgloriou'  perfon  of  our  foneraine  the  gueene,  and  her 
kingdoms  in  Faery  land.  And  yet  in  fome  places  el ,  I  doe 
otherwife  fhadow  her .  For  conftdcringfhe  beareth  two  per- 
fons7  the  one  of  a  mott  royall  ^ueene  or  EmpreJJe,  the  other 
ofamoftve>tuous  and  beaut i full Lady  3  this  latter  part  in 
fome  places  I  doe  ezprefte  in  Belphcebe,  fajhioning  her  name 
accordtng  to  your  owne  excellent  conceipt  of Cynthia,  ( Ph&- 
he  and  Cynthia  being  both  names  of  Diana.)  So  in  the 
perfon  of  Prin  ce  Arthur e  I  fette  forth  magnificence  in  parti- 
cular, which  vert ue  for  that  {according  to  Ariflotle  and  the 
reft)  it  is  the  perfection  of  all  the  reft,  and  conteineth4n  it 
them  all ,  therefore  in  the  w hole  courfe  I  mention  the  deedes 
of Arthure  app'yable  to  that  venue  .which  I  write  of  in  that 
booke .  But  of  the  xii  ♦  other  vertues,  1  make  xii.  other 
knighf  the  patrones,  for  the  more  variety  of  the  hiBory  :  Of 
which  thefe  three  boo  kef  con  fay  n  three  ft  he  fir  ft  of the  knight 
of  the  Redcrc(fe,inwhome  1 expreffe  Holynes  :  the  feconde 
of  Sir  Guy  on,  in  whome  I  fette  forth  temper  aunce :  t  he 
third  of  Britomartis  a  Lad/  knight,  in  whome  Ipi&ure  Cha- 
jlity ,  But  becaufethe  beginning  of  the  whole  worke  fee- 
met  h  abrupt  e  and  as  depending  vpon  other  antecedents,  tt 
needs  that  ye  kn.w  the  occafion  of thefe  three  knights feuer all 
aduentures .  For  the  CA/lethode  of  %  Poet  hiftorical  is  not 
fuch,  as  of anUiftoriographer .  For  an  Hiftoriographer  dip 
courfcth  ofajfajres  orderly  as  they  were  donne,  accounting  as 
well  the  times  as  the  attions ,  but  a  Poet  thrufteth  into  the 
middeft  3  euen  where  it  mo  ft  cmcerneth  him ,  and  there  re- 
courfing  to  the  thinges  fprepafte,  and  diuining  of  t hinges 
to  come,  maketh  a pleafmg  Analyfis  of  dl .  t he  beginning 
therefore  of  my  hifti  ryjfit  were  to  be  told  by  an  Hi/lor  iogra  • 
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pher  (hould be  the  twefth  booke  which  is  the  h ft,  where  I 
deuife  that  the  Faery  Queene  kept  her  Annuail  feajle  xii, 
dayesyvppon  which  xii.feucrall  dayesjhe  occafions  of  the 
xii, feucrall aduentures  hapned,  which  being  undertaken 
by  xii.feuerall  knight s, are  in  the fe  xii  books  federally  han- 
dled and  difcou  fed .  The  fir  ft  was  this.  In  t  he  beginning 
ofthefeaftjhere  prefented  him  f el  feat  all  c  love  ni fh  i  younge 
man,  who  falling  before  the  Queen  of  Faroes  dt fired  aboone 
( as  the  manner  then  was )  which  during  that  feaft  jhe  might 
not  refufe:  which  was  that  hee  might  hatte  the  atchieuement 
cfanyaduenture,  which  during  that  feaUe  Jlwuld  happen  > 
that  being  graunted ,  he  rested  him  on  the  fioore  yvnftte 
through  his  ru  Hi  city  for  a  better  place .  S  oone  a fter  en  tred 
a  faire  Ladye  in  mourning  wcedes,  riding  on  a  white  Affe> 
with  a  dwarfe  behind  her  leading  a  warlike  fteed,  that  bore 
the  Armes  of  a  knight, and  his jpeare  in  thedwarfes  hand. 
Shee  falling  before  the  Queene  of  Faeries,  complayned  that 
her  father  arfd  mother  an  ancient  King  and  gueene ,  had 
bene  by  an  huge  dragon  many  years  Jhut  vp  in  a  brafen  Ca- 
flleyvho  thence  fuffred  them  not  toyffew :  and  therefore  be* 
fought  the  Faery  Queene  to  ajjygne  her  feme  one  of  her 
knights  to  take  on  him  that  explcyt .  Prefently  that  clownijh 
perfon  vpflarting,  defired  that  aduenture  :  whereat  the 
£)ueene  much  wondering^  and  the  Lady  much  gainefaying, 
yet  he  earneftly  importuned  his  defire.  In  the  end  the  Lady 
told  him  that  vnlefje  that  armour  which  foe  brought  avould 
fruc  him  ( thzt  is  the  armour  of  a  Christian  man  fpecified 
by  Saint  Paul  v.  Fphef  )  that  he  couuJ notficceed  in  that 
enter prife,  which  being  forthwith  put  vpon  him  w':th  dewe 
furnitures  thereunto^  hefemed thegoodliefl  man  in  al  that 
company,  and  w.is  Well  liked  of  the  Lady .  And  efiefoones 
i  iking  on  him  knighthood,  and  mounting  on  that  (Ira  <nge 
Courfer^  he  went  forth  with  her  on  lha  t  aduenture  :  where 
beginneth  the  firjl  booke,  vz. 

A  geude  knight  was  pricking  on  the  playne.  &:c. 

The 
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Thefecdndday  thercdmeinaPaher  bedringan Infant 
with  bloody  hands  ,whoJe  Parents  he  complained  to  haue  bent 
Jlayn  by  an  Enc haun  t erejje  called  Acrajia: and  ther fore  cra- 
ved of  the  Faery  gueenejo  appoint  him  fome  knight,  to  per- 
forme  that  aduenture,  which  being  aligned  to  Sir  Guy  on, he 
frtfently  went  forth  with  that  (ame  Palmer :  which  is  the 
beginning  of  the  fecond  kooke  and  the  whole  fubietl  thereof 
The  third  day  there  came  in,  a  Grocme  who  complained  be- 
fore  the  Faery  Qucene,  that  a  vile  Enchaunter  called  Bufu 
rane  had  in  hand  a  moft  fair  e  Lady  c died  Amoreita,whom 
he  kept  in  moftgrieuous  torment  fiecaufe fie  would  not  yield 
him  the  plea  fur  e  of  her  body  Whereupon  Sir  Scudamour  the 
louerofthat  Lady  prefently  tooke  on  him  that  aduenture. 
But  being  vnable  to  per  for  me  it  by  reafon  of  the  hard  En  - 
chauntments ,  after  long forrow  jn  the  end  met  withBrito- 
martis,  who  fuccouredhim,  and reskewed  his  hue.  ' 

Bui  by  occafion  hereof  many  other  aduentures  are  inter- 
medledybut  rather  as  Accidents,  then  intendments.  As  the 
hue  ofBritomart,  the  ouer  throw  of  ^ar in  ell,  the  mifery  of 
Florimell,thevertuoufnes cfBclphcch ,  the  lafciuioufnes of 
Hellenora3and  many  the  like. 

Thus  much  Sir,  I  haue  briefly  ouerronne  to  direct  your  un- 
der Banding  to  the  welhead of  the  Hiftory,  that  from  thence 
gathering  the  whole  intention  of  the  conceit,  ye  may  as  in  a 
handfull gripe  al  the  difcourfe,  which  ctherwife  may  happily 
feeme  tedious  and  confufed .  So  humbly  crauing  the  contu 
nuaunceofyour  honorable fauour  towards  me,  and  th'eter- 
nail  eflablijhment  of  your  happines,  I  humbly  take  leaue. 

23.  Unuary.i  $$  9. 

Yours  moft  humbly  affc&ionate* 
Edt  Spcnfcr. 

Pp  j  A 
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f  A  Vifionvponthis  conceipt  of  the 

Faery  Queene. 

A/I  E  thought  I  faw  the  graue^where  Laura  Iay5 
Within  that  Temple,  where  the  veftall  flame 
Was  won r  to  burne5an  d  pafling  by  that  way, 
To  fee  that  buried  duft  of  lining  fame, 
Whofe tumbefaireloue,and fairer vcrtuc  kept, 
All'fnddcinly  I  faw  the  Faery  Queene: 
At  whofe  approch  the  foule  offetrarke  wept, 
Audfrom  thenceforth  thofe  graces  were  notfeene. 
For  they  this  Queene  attended,in  whofe  fleed 
Obliuion  laid  him  downe  on  Lauras  herfe: 
Hcrcat  the  hardeft  ftones  were  fecne  to  bleed3 
And  grones  of  bufiedghofies  the  heuens  did  perfe. 
Where  Hc;%wfpright  did  tremble  all  for  griefe, 
And  curft  th'acceffeof  that  celcftiall  thcifc. 

Another  of  the  fame. 

He  pray fe  of  meaner  wits  this  work*  like  profit  brings, 
^  As  doth  the  Cuckoes  fong  delight  #^<?  Philumena fogs* 
if  thou  haft formed  right  true  vertues face  herein: 
Vertueher  felfe  can  befl difcerne,  to  whomtheywriten  bin, 
if  thou  ha/l  beauty prtiyfd \let her file  lookes  diuine 
ludge  if  ought  therein  be  amis  ^and  mend  it  by  her  eine. 
ifchaHitie  want  ought, or  Temper aance  her  dew, 
Behold  her  Princely  mind  aright, and  write  thy  £>ueene  anew* 
tJMeane  while  fie  J])dllperceiue>how  far  her  vertues  fore 
Aboue  the  reach  ofalt'that  liue,orfnch  as  wrote  of y  or  ex 
And  thereby  mil  excufe  and fauour  thy  good  will: 
Whofe  vert  'ue  can  not  be  exprejly  but  by  an  Angels  quill, 
of  me  no  lines  are  loud,nor  letters  are  o f price, 
of  all  which /peak  our  Englifi)  tongue, but  thofe  of  thy  deuice, 

W.  R. 


To  the  learned  Shepeheard. 

Oflynl fee by  thy  new taken  taske, 
feme  [acred fury  hath  enricht  thy  bray  ties, 
Thatleades  thy  mufein  haughty  verfeto  maske, 

And  loath  the  layes  that  longs  to  lowly  fwaynes. 
That  lifts  thy  hotesfrom  Shepheardes  vnte  kwgest 
So  like  the  liuely  Larke  that  mount ingfinges. 

Thy  lonely  Rofolinde feemes  now for  lor ne, 
and  all  thy  gentle flockesforgottcnoju'fght, 

Thy  chaungedhart  now  holdes  thy  types  infeorne, 
thofe  prety  pypts  that  did  thy  mates  delight. 

Thofe  trujly  mates  ,t  hat  loued  thee fo  well. 

Whom  tbougau'ft  mirth:  as  they  gam  thee  the  hell. 

Yet  as  thou  earfhwiih  thy  fweete  rcundelayes, 

didfi  flirre  to  glee  our  laddes  in  homely  bowers: 
So  moughtjl  thou  now  in  thefe  refined  layes 5 
.  delight  the  daintie  eares  of  higher  powers. 
And  fo  mought  they  in  their  deepe  skinning  skill 
\^ilow  and  grace  our  Co/hns 'flowing  quylh 

And  fare  befall  that  Faery  Queene  of thine, 
in  who (e  fair e  eyes  loiirlinckt  with  vertue fittest 

Enfufing  by  thofe  hewtiesfyers  dexync, 
fuch  high  conceit es  into  thy  humble  "wittes^ 

As  raifed  hath poorepajlors  oaten  reede, 

Fromruftick  tunes,  to  chaunt  her oique  deed? s. 

So  mought  thy  Rcdcrofle  knight  withhappyhmd 
victorious  be  in  that  faire  1  lands  right: 

Which  thou  doftvaylein  Type  of  Faery  land 
Ely^as  blejjed field,  that  Albion  hight. 

That jhieldes  her  friendes,andwarres  hermightie foes, 

TetJlillwithpeople,peace?andplentieflowes. 

??  4 
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But  Qolly  fjyepeheard)  though  withpleafingftyle* 
thoufeafl  the  humour  of  the  Courtly  trayne: 

Let  not  conceipt  thy fet led  fence  beguile^ 
ne  daunted  be  through  enuy  or  difdaine* 

Sublet!  thydometoherEmpyringfpright, 

From  whence  thy  Mufeyandallthe  world  takes  light* 

Hobynoll. 

FAyrc  T/^tf  ftreame,  that  from  Ludds  (lately  townc^ 
Runft  paying  tribute  to  the  Ocean  feas, 
Let  all  thy  Nymphes  and  Syrens  of  renowme 
Be filcnt,  w hyle this Bryttane  Orpheus  playes: 
Ncrethyfwcctbankcs^hercliues  that  facred  crowne, 
Whofe  hand  ftrowes  Palme  and  ncucr-dying  bayes, 
Let  allatonce,withthy  foft  murmuring  fowne 
Prefent  her  with  this  worthy  Poets  prayes. 
For  he  hath  taught  hye  drifts  in  fhepcherdes  weedes, 
And  deepe  conceites  now  finges  in  Faeries  decdes, 

R.  S. 

GRaue  Mufes  march  in  triumph  and  withprayfes9 
Our  Goddefe  here  hath giuen you  leaueto  land: 
And  biddes  this  rare  difpenfer  of  your  graces 
Bow  downe  his  brow  vnto  her  facred  hand. 
Defer tes findes  dew  in  that  mcft  princely  doome, 
In  whofe  froeete  brefi  are  all  the  LMufis  bredde: 
So  did  that  great  Auguft  us  erfi  in  Roome 
With  leaues  of  fame  adorne  his  Poets  bedde. 
Faire  he  the  guerdon  of  your  Faery  Queen  e, 
JE*e»  oft  he fairefl  that  the  world  hath  fee*  e. 

Ht  B* 
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\X7  Hen  ftouc  Achilles  heard  of  Helens  rape 
1  ^  *  And  wfratrcucnge  the  States  of  Greece  deuifd: 
Thinking  by  flcight  the  fatall  warres  to  fcapc, 
In  womans  w cedes  him  felfe  he  then  difguifdc: 
But  this  deuife  Vlyffes  ifbonc  did  fpy, 
And  brought  him  forth^thc  chauncc  of  warrc  to  try* 

When  Spencer  faw  the  fame  was  fpredd  fo  large, 
'Through  Faery  land  of  their  renowned  Quecnc: 
Loth  that  his  Mufe  fhould  take  fo  great  a  charge, 
As  in  fuch  haughty  matter  to  be  fecne, 
To  fecme  a  fhepeheard  then  he  made  his  choice, 
But  Sydney  heard  him  fing^and  knew  his  voice* 

And  as  Vlyffes  brought  faire  Thetis  fonne 
From  his  retyred  life  to  menage  armcs: 
So  Spencer  was  by  Sidneys  fpeaches  wonne, 
To  blaze  her  fame  not  fearing  fu  turc  harmes: 
For  well  he  knew,  his  Mufc  would  foonc  be  tyred 
In  her  high  praife;that  all  the  world  admired, 

Yet  as  CAchitles  in  thofe  warlike  frayes, 
Did  win  the  palmc  from  all  the  Grecian  Pceres: 
So  Spencer  now  toiiis  immortall  prayfe. 
Hath  wonne  the  Laurell  quite  from  all  his  feres. 
What  though  his  taske  exceed  a  humaine  wicr, 
He  is  excuf  d,  fitfa  Sidney  thought  it  fitt. 

w.  u 

To 
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TO  looke  vponaworketfraredeuift 
T he  which  a  workman fetteth  out  to  ntiefiy 
And  not  to  yield  h  the  defer  uedprife^ 
T hat  vntofuch  a  wrkmanfhip  is  dew. 

Doth  either proue  the  iudgement  to  be  naught 
Or  els  doth  Jhew  &mind  with  enuy  fraught. 

To  lab  our  to  commend  a peece  of  work  1 
Which  no  mangoes  about  to  dif commend. 
Would raife  a  tealous  doubt  that  there  did  lurkey 
Some  fecret  doubt,  whereto  the prayfe  did  tend, 
tor  when  men  know  thegoodnes  of  the  wyne, 
T'is  needlefe for  the  hoajl  to  haue  afygne. 

Thus  then  toftew  "my  iudgement  to  hefuch 
As  can  difcerne  of  col  ours  blacke.and  white, 
As  alls  to  free  my  minde from  enmes  tuchy 
That  neuergiues  to  any  m  n  his  right , 
I  here  pronounce  thisworkmanJhipisfuch} 
As  that  no  pen  can feth forth  too  much, 

An&  thus  I  hang  d garland  at  thedore, 
Not  for  to  (hew  thegoodnes  of  tlx  ware: 
Butfuch  hath  beene  th'ecuftomcheretoforey 
Andcuftomes  ver  y  hardly  broken  are. 

And  when  your  tafl  {ball  telly  out  his  is  trew, 
Then  Meyougiueyourhoafthis  vtmojldew* 
Ignoto. 


(for 

%  the  right  howurable  SkChxi&ophct  Hatton, 
Lord  high  Chaunccior  of  England.  &c. 

THofc  prudent  heads,that  with  theirecounfelswifc 
Whylom  the  Pillours  of  th'carth  did  fuftainc, 
And  taught  ambitious  Rome  to  tyrannifc, 
And  in  the  neck  of  all  the  world  to  raync, 
Oft  from  thofe  graue  affaires  were  wont  abftainc* 
With  the  fwect  Lady  Mufcs  for  to  play: 
So  Ennius  the  elder  Africane, 
So  Maro  oft  did  Ctfars  cares  allay. 
So  you  great  Lord3  that  with  your  counfcll  fway 
The  burdeine  of  this  kingdom  mightily, 
With  like  dclightes  fometimcs  may  eke  delay, 
The  rugged  brow  of carcfull  Policy: 
And  to  thefe  ydle  rymes  lend  litlcfpace, 

Which  for  their  titles  fake  may  find  more  grace. 

Tothemojl  honourable  and  excellent  Lo.  the  Eark 
of  EfTex.  Great  MaifteroftheHorfe  to  her  Highneffc^ 
and  knight  of  the  Noble  order  of  the  Garter.  &c. 

*KA  Agnificke  Lord^  whofe  vert  ties  extllent 
r  *Doe  merit  a  mofl  famous  Poets  witt, 

To  be  thy  liuingpraifes  instrument, 

Tet  doe  not  fdeigne,  to  let  thy  name  be  writt 
In  this  bafe  Pome, for  thee  far  vnfitt. 

N  ought  is  thy  w  or  thdtfpar aged  thereby, 

But  when  my  Mufe, whofe fethers "nothing  fait 

T>oeyetbutflagg,andlowlyleametofly 
With  bolder  wing  flo  all  dar  e  aloft  e  to  fly  * 

To  the  laflpraifes  of this  Faery  Qucene, 

Then  (hall  it  make  more famous  memory 

Of  thine  Heroicke parts, fuch  as  they  l/eene: 
Till  then  vouch fafe  thy  noble  count en aunce^ 

To  thefe firjl  labours  needed further mmcey 
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To  the  right  Honourable  the  Earle  pfOxenford^ 
Lord  high  Chamberlaync  of  England.  &c. 

REcciuc  mod  Noble  Lord  in  gentle  gree, 
7  he  vnripc  fruit  of  an  vnrcady  wit: 
Which  by  thy  countcnaunce  doth  crauc  to  bee 
Defended  from  foulcEnuies  poifnous  bit. 
Which  Co  to  doe  may  thee  right  well  befit, 
Sith  th'antique  glory  of  thine  aimccftry 
Vnder  a  fliady  velc  is  therein  writ, 
And  ckc  thine  ownelongliuing  memory, 
Succeeding  them  in  true  nobility: 

And  alfo  for  the  loue,  which  thou  docft  bcarc 
To  i\i  Heliconian  ymps,and  they  to  thee, 
They  vnto  thee,and  thou  to  them  molt  dcarc: 
Deare  as  thou  art  vnto  thy  felfe,fo  loue 

That  loucs  &  honours  thee,  as  doth  behoue. 

To  the  right  honourable  the  Earle  of 
Northumberland. 

THe f acred  Mufes  baue  made  alwaies  dame 
To  be  the  Nourfes  of  nobility, 
And  Regijlres  of euerlaftingfame, 
T o  allthat  armesprofejfeand  cheualrj* 
Then  by  like  right  the  noble  Progeny, 

Which  them  fucceed  in  fame  and  worth,  are  tyde 
I'cmbracetbe feruictoffweete  Poetry  y 
By  whofe  endeuonrs  they  areglorifde, 
%^And  eke  from  all?of  whom  it  is  enuide, 
T o  patronise  the  authour  of  their  praife. 
Which giues  them  life,  that  elswouldfoone  haue  didey 
And  crownes  their  a[bes  with  immori all  bates. 
To  thee  therefore  right  noble  Lord  1 fend 
T hisprejeniofmj  paines }it  to  defends 
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To  the  right  Honourable  the  Earleof 

Or/nond  and  Ojjcrv. 

*D  Eceiuc  mod  noble  Lord  a  fimpk  rafte 

AV    Ofthcyrijdcfpit,  which  fcluagcfoyl  hath  bred, 
Which  being  through  long  wars  left  aimoft  wafte, 
With  bruthli  barbarize  is  ouer/predd: 

And  in  fo  faire  a  land;as  may  be  redd, 
N ot  one  Pakmfus^  nor  one  Hehcone 
Left  for  fweete  Mufes  to  be  harboured, 
But  where  thy  felfe  haft  thy  brauc  manfionej 

There  in  deede  d  wel  faire  Graces  many  one. 
And  gentle  Nymphes,  delights  of  learned  wits, 
And  in  thy  pcrfon  without  Paragone 
All  goodly  bountie  and  true  honour  fits, 

Such  therefore,  as  that  wafted  ioyl  doth  yield, 
Rccciuc  dear  Lord  in  worth,  the  fruit  of  barren  field. 

To  therjghthonowAUtheLo.  Ch.Howard,  Lo.  hi?h  AdmU 
Ml  of  Engtand,knight  of  the  noble  order  of  the  Garter 
and  one  of  her  Maiefties  priuic  Counfel.  &c.  * 

AN  dye,  braue  Lor d,vphofe  goodly perfonage, 
And  noble  deeds  each  other  garnifbing^  * 
Make  you  enfampleto  theprefent  age,  * 
Of tb'old  Heroes,  whofe famous  of  spring 
The  antique  Poets  tvontfo  much  to  fing, 
In  this  fame  Pageaunt  haue  a  worthy  place 
Sith  ihofe  huge  ca ffies  of  Caflilian  king, 
That  vainly  threatned  kingdomes  to  dif place, 
Like  flying  doues  ye  did before youchace^ 
And  that proudpeople  tvoxen  infolem 
Through  many  victories,  didfi  firjl  deface: 
Thypraifes  euerlafling  monument 
Is  in  this  verfe  engrauen  femblablyy 
That  it  may  Hue  to  allpoHerity. 
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To  the  moft  rertowmed  and  valiant  Lord,  the 

Lord  Grey  ot  Wilton,  knight  of  the  Noble  order 
of  the  Garter,  &c. 


And  Patrone  of  my  Mufc  pupillage, 
Through  whofe  large  bountic  poured  on  me  rife, 
In  the  hrft  feafon  of  my  feeble  age, 
I  now  doe  Hue,  bound  yours  by  vafolagc: 
Sith  nothing  cucr  may  redeeme,  nor  reaue 
Out  of  your  endleflc  debt  fo  fure  a  gage, 
Vouchsafe  in  worth  this  fmall  guift  to  receaue, 
Which  in  your  noble  hands  for  pledge  I  leaue, 
Of  all  the  reft,  that  I  am  tyde  ^account: 
Rude  rymes,  the  which  a  ruftick  Mufe  did  weauc 
Infauadge  foyle,  far  from  ParnafTo  mount, 
And  roughly  wrought  in  an  vnlearned  Loome: 
The  which  voiichfafe  dear  Lord  your  fauorabledoome. 

To  the  right  noble  and  valorous  knight,  Sir  Walter  Raleigh, 
ho.  Wardein  of  the  Stanneryes,  and  liefcnaunt 
of  Cornewaile, 

Hp<9  thee  that  art  the  fommers  Nightingale ; 


Noble  Lord  the  pillor  of  my  life. 


Why  doe  I  fend  this  rufticke  CMadrigale, 
That  may  thy  tunefull  eare  vnfeafon  quite?  _ 


Thou  onely  fit  this  ^Argument  to  write, 

In  whofe  high  thoughts  Pleafure  hath  hilt  her  bowrt, 
Kyind  dainty  loue  learndfweetly  to  endiie. 
CMy  rime  I  know  vnfauory  and fowre, 


To  taft  the ftreames,  that  like  a  golden  (Iwwre 
Flow from  thy fruit  full  head,  of  thy  louespraifey 
Fitter  perhaps  to  thonder  Martiallftowre, 

■  When  fo  thee  lift  thy  lofty  Mufe  to  raife: 


Tet  till  that  thou  thy  Poeme  wilt  make  known <?, 

Let  thy  fake  Cinthias pwfes  bee  t/m;  rudely  (howfa 


Co? 

Tothemofi  yertuous,  arid  beautifull  Lady, 
t  he  Lady  Qarew. 

XT  E  may  I,  without  Mot  of  cndlede  blame, 
^     You  faireft  Lady  leaue  out  of  this  place, 
But  with  remembraunce  of  your  gracious  name,. 
Wherewith  that  courtly  garlond  moft  ye  grace, 

And  deck  the  world^dorne  thefe  verfes  baft: 
Not  that  thefe  few  lines  can  in  them  comprifc 
Thofe  glorious  ornaments  of  heuenly  grace, 
Wherewith  ye  triumph  ouer  feeble  eyes, 

A  nd  in  (ubdued  harts  do  tyranyfe : 

For  thereunto  doth  need  a  golden  quill, 
And  filucr  leaues*  them  rightly  to  deui(e> 
But  to  makehumbleprefentof  good  will: ' 

Which  whcnas  timely  meanesitpurchafemay, 
In  ampler  wife  it  felfe  will  forth  difplay. 

E.  S. 

To  all  the  gratious  and  beautifull  Ladies  in  the  Courts 

THc  Chian  Peintfer ,  when  he  wasrequirdt 
T  o  pourtraicl  Venus  in  her  perfect  hew^ 
T o  make  his  worke  mare  abfolute>defird 
Of  all  the  fair e (I  Maides  to  haue  the  vew. 
Much  more  me  needs  to  draw  the  fembknt  trew, 
Of  beauties  £jteene%  the  worlds  fole  wonderment, 
Tojharpe  my  fence  with  fundry  beauties  vew, 
Andjleale  from  each (ome part  of  ornament > 
If  all  the  world  to  feeke  1  ouerwent, 
A  fairer  crew  yet  no  where  could  /fee, 
Then  that  braue  court  doth  to  mine  eie prefent, 
That  the  worlds  pride  feemes  gatheredthere  to  bee,. 
Of  each  a  part  I flole  by  cunning  theft  e: 

Forgiue  it  me  fair  e  Dames,  fith  lefey  e  haue  nothftt. 
F  I  N  I  S.        E,  S. 
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Faults  efcaped  in  the  Pi  int. 

Glorius  glorious  Page  3 .  Hardy  dele  Page  6*.  cbbe  t'auale  fpring  to 
auaic9.  eueiyeuen4  fighes  fights  i  fteps  (lead  19/  ftandsfcn- 
celeireftand  fenceleife  23.  cruelties  cruell  fpies  24.  that  mounted  y 
mounted  27.  tuefull ruefull  28.  Then  thens  30.  Then  Thens  30, 
brighten  brightncs  32.  Thcthat^.  care  cafe  46.  courfe  corie  5 1 . 
^clpepclf  52.  firftfifte54.  of  new  of  my  new  50.  hurls  hurld  60. 
letleke7o.  cliffcs  cliffs  71,  fire  fire  ibid,  renowned  renowmed  72. 
the  that  74,  it  in  75.  fwifteand  cruellfiers  and  fell  85.  fteeld  fteele  98. 
fcenefecme  99*  chanftchauft  ioo.  comeronne  101.  hand  hands  102. 
that  the  104.  wift  wife  1 06.  murmuring  murmur  ring  107.  fie  fyc 
116.  hands  bands  119.  thatthei2i.  Cleons  Timons  ibid,  aton 
122.  thishisi24.  cliFts  cliffs  129.  life  imited  life  is  limited  1 30.  be 
heri39.  piteoms  pretious  150.  fame  frame  1 51.  it  at  155.  this  his 
I5C  feared  feared  ib.  all  as  158,  it  one  I63.  talents  talants  170, 
vntaynecontayne  175.  ftayd ftrayd  180.  tot'ibid-  faine  vaine  ibid* 
wowhoibid,  Amarons  Amazon  186.  thefe thrife  196.  placetoplacc 
206.  makemakes2I3.  Firft  Faft  21  J.  ronght  raught  219.  vnto 
greatly  224.  didwere226.  nonct234.  tongue tonge  23 5.  Pyrrho* 
clesPyrochles2434  embaylingemboyling  2fo,  Netmus  Nemus  2C4. 
man.,  fa w  man  fa w,  270.  Hammon  Mammon  280.  thethat283.  the 
th'287.  fame  his  cruell  297.  pagons  Pagans 299.  doubly  double 300* 
empiefteempierft  303,  Horrow  harrow  ibid,  with  bowing  bowing 
306.  incedent indecent  307 ♦  crownd  crowned  3  12.  lengera  time  len- 
ger  time  3 1 3*  Dyapafe  diapafe  313.  laftery  Caftory  318.  welis  well 
is  3  22*  whomwho  326#  and  thy  great  and  great  ibid.  goldoldibid, 
SeuithScuith  332.  her theiribid.  Britom  Britayne  3  56.  reuiue  fiir- 
uiueibid.  his  this  359.  this  that  362.  did  doe  363.  weiting  way- 
ting  364.  Materaftaes MalecalUes  391.  'fliard  mard  399.  Not  nor 
422.  ThenThem424.  from  thearth  from  of  the  earth  43  8.  SheeHec 
4,4%  made  Wade  466.  fliee  heeftuned  ftund  500,  were  n ere  ibid, 
rightrighthand  $02.  faccour  fuccour58S,  He  flic  ibid,  himheribid. 


To  the  right  honourable  Sir  Chriftopher  Hatton, 

Lord  high  Chauncclor  of  England.  &c. 

THofe  prudent  heads, that  with  theire  counfels  wife 
Why  lorn  the  Pillours  of  th'earth  did  Maine, 
And  taught  ambitious  Rome  to  tyrannife, 
And  in  the  neck  of  all  the  world  to  raync, 
Oft  from  thofe  graue  affaires  were  wont  abftaine3 
With  the  fweet  Lady  Mufes  for  to  play: 
So  Ennius  the  elder  Africane, 
So  Maro  oft  did  Ctfars tares  allay. 
So  you  great  Lord,  that  with  your  counfell  fway 
h  c  burdeine  of  this  kingdom  mightily, 
With  like  delightes  fometimcs  may  eke  delay, 
The  rugged  brow  of carefull  Policy: 
And  to  thefe  y die  ry  mes  lend  litle fpace3 
Which  for  their  titles  fake  may  find  more  grace. 

To  the  right  honourable  the  Lo.  Burleigh  Lo.  high 
Threafurer  of  England. 

HTq  you  right  noble  Lord,  whofe  carefull  brcft 
To  menage  of  mod  graue  affaires  is  bent, 

And  on  whofe  mightie  fhoulders  moft  doth  reft 

The  burdein  of  this  kingdomes  gouernement, 
As  the  wide  compafle  of  the  firmament, 

On  Atlas  mighty  fhoulders  is  vpftayd; 

Vnfitly  I  thefe  ydle  rimes  prefent. 

The  labor  of  loft  time,  and  wit  vnftayd: 
Yet  if  their  deeper  fence  be  inly  wayd, 

A  nd  the  dim  vele,  with  which  from  com une  ve  w 

Their  fairer  parts  are  hid  5  afide  be  lay d . 

Perhaps  not  vainc  they  may  appcare  to  you. 
Such  as  they  be,vouchfafe  them  to  receaue, 

And  wipe  their  faults  out  of  your  cenfure  grauc. 
E,  S» 

4f 


To  the  right  Honourable  the  Earle  of  Oxen/or  J, 
Lord  high  Charoberlaync  of  England.  &c. 

REceiue  moft  Noble  Lord  in  gentle gree, 
The  vnripc  fruit  of  an  vnready  wit: 
Which  by  thy  countcnaunce  doth  craue  to  bee 
Defended  from  fouleEnuies  poifnous  bit. 
Which  fo  to  doe  may  thee  right  well  befit, 
Sith  th'antique  glory  of  thine  aunccftry 
Vnder  a  ihady  vele  is  therein  writ, 
And  eke  thine  ownelongliuing  memory  5 
Succeeding  them  in  true  nobility: 

And  affofor  thcloue,  which  thou  docftbearc 
To  tW  Heliconian  y mps,and  they  to  thee, 
They  vnto  thee,and  thou  to  them  moil  deare: 
Deare  as  thou  art  vnto  thy  felfejfo  loue 

That  loues  &  honours  thee,  as  doth  behouc# 

To  the  right  honourable  the  Earle  of 
Northumberland, 

THe facred  Mufes  haue  made  alwaies  dame 
To  be  the  Nourfes  of  nobility, 
AndRegiJires  of euerlaftingfamey 
To  all  that  armesfrcfejfeand  cheualry. 
Then  by  like  right  the  nobk  Progeny, 
'  Whtch  them  fucceed  in  fame  and  worth,  are  tjde 
T' embrace  the  fertiice  of  fro  e  etc  Poetry  y 
By  whofe  endexottrs  they  areglorifde, 
K^ind  eke from  allyof  whom  it  is  eni/ide, 
To  Patronise  the  authou  r  cf  their praife. 
Which giues  them  life,  that  els  would focne  hatie  didey 
And  crownes  their  a(hes  with  immcrtall  hies. 
To  thee  therefore  right  noble  Lord  J  fend 
Thisprejent  of  my  painesjt  iodefcnd% 


To  the  right  honourable  the  Earle  of  QtmberlanA. 

REdoubtec! JLord,in  whofc  coragcous  mind 
The  flowrc  of  chcualry  now  bloofmingfairc, 
Doth  promifcfruite  worthy  the  noblekind, 
Which  of  their  praifes  haueleftyou  the  haircj 
To  you  this  humble  prefent  I  prepare, 
For  louc  ofvertueand  ofMartiall  praife, 
To  which  though  nobly  ye  inclined  are, 
As  goodlie  well  ye  fhew'd  in  late  aflaics, 
Yet  braue  enfample  of  long  paflcd  daies, 
In  which  trew  honor ycc  may fafhiond  fee, 
To  like  defirc  of  honor  may  yc  raife, 
And  fill  your  mind  with  magnanimitec. 
Rccciuc  it  Lord  therefore  as  it  was  ment, 
For  honor  ofyourname  and  high  defcent* 
\  E«  S* 

To  the  mojl  honourable  and  excellent  Lo.  the  Earle 
of  Eflex.  Great  Maifter  of  the  Horfc  to  her  Highncffc, 
and  knight  of  the  Noble  order  of  the  Garter,  &c. 

"\/J  AgnifckeLord^whofevertuesexellent 
*  ^Doe  merit  a  mojl  famous  Poets  witt, 

To  be  thy  liuing praifes  inHrument, 

Tet  doe  not  fde'tgne,  to  let  thy  name  be  writt 
In  this  bafe  Poemefor  thee  far  vnfitt. 

Nought  is  thy  worth  difpar aged  thereby, 

But  when  my  Muft, whofc f ethers  nothing  flitt 

Doe  yet  but  flaggy  and  lowly  learne  to fly 
With  bolder  wing  (I)  all  dare  aloft  e  to fly 

To  the  lajl praifes  of  this  Faery  gueene^  ;  « 

Then  (lull  it  make  more  famous  memory 

Of  thine  Heroickeparts,fuch  asthey  beene: 
Till  then  vouchfafe  thy  noble  count  enaunce^ 

T o  thefe fir jl  labours  needed  further  ounce > 


To  the  right  Honourable  the  Earle  of 

Ormond  and  Ojfory. 

R Eceiuc  mofl:  noble  Lord  a  fimple  tafte 
Of  the  wildefruit,  which  faluagefoyl  hath  bred* 
Which  being  through  long  wars  left  almoft  wafte, 
With  brutiih  barbarifme  is  ouerfpredd :  / 
And  in  fo  faire  a  land,as  may  be  redd5 
Not  one  Parnafius^  nor  one  Hehconc 
Left  for  fweete  Mufes  to  be  harboured. 
But  where  thy  felfe  haft  thy  brauc  manfione. 
There  in  dcede  dwelfaire  Graces  many  one. 
And  gentle  Nymphes,  delights  of  learned  wits, 
And  in  thy  perfon  without  Paragone 
All  goodly  bountie  and  true  honour  fits, 
Such  therefore,  as  that  wafted  foyl  doth  yield, 

Recciue  dear  Lord  in  worth,  the  fruit  of  barren  field* 

T o  the  right  honourable  the  Lo.  Ch. Howard,  to.  high  Admu 
ral  of  England,knight  of  the  noble  order  of  the  Garter,, 
and  oneofherMaiefties  priuie  Counfel.  &cf 

AN  dye,  braueLcrd,  whefe  goodly perfonage^ 
And  noble  deed:  each  other  gar nijl)ingy 
Make  you  en f ample  to  the prejent  agey 
Oftb'old  Heroes,  whofe famous  of  spring 
The  antique  Poets  wontfo  much  tofing. 
In  this  fame  Page  aunt  haue  aw  or  thy  place, 
Sith  thofe  huge  caJiles  of  Caption  king, 
T hat  vainly  threatned'kingdomes  to  difplace, 
Lake  flying  doues ye  did before you  chace-, 
And  that proudpeople  rvoxen  infclent 
T hrough  many  vtci cries, didfi  firfl  deface; 
Thy  praifes  euerlajiing  monument 
Js  in this  verfe  engrauen femblablyy 
That  it  may  Hue  to  allpoUerity* 


To  the  right  honou  rahle  the  Lord  of  Hunfdon,  high 
Chdmberlaine  to  her  Maiefty. 

REnowmed  Lord,that  for  your  worthihcflTe 
And  noble  deeds  hauc your  defcrucd  place, 
High  in  thcfauourofthatEmperefle. 
The  worlds  fole  glory  and  her  fexes  grace, 
Here  eke  of  right  haue  you  a  worthie  place, 
Both  for  your  nearnes  to  that  Faerie  Queene, 
And  for  your  owne  high  merit  in  like  cace, 
Of  which,apparaunt  proofe  was  to  be  feene, 
When  that  tumultuous  rage  and  fearfulldeenc 
Of  Northerne  rebels  ye  did  pacify, 
And  their  difloiall  powre  defaced  elene, 
The  record  of  enduring  memory. 
Liue  Lord  for  euer  in  this  lading  verfe, 
That  all  pofteritie  thy  honor  may  reherfe* 

To  the  moft  renowmed  and  valiant  Lord,  the 

Lord  Grey  of  Wilton,  knight  of  the  Noble  order 
of  the  Garter,  &c. 

m\A  0  ft  Noble  Lord  the  pillor  of  my  life, 
And  Patronc  of  my  Mufts  pupillage, 
Through  whofe  large  bountie  poured  on  me  rife, 
In  thenrft  feafon  of  my  feeble  age, 

1  now  doe  liue,  bound  yours  by  vaflalage: 
Sith  nothing  euer  may  redeerae,  nor  reaue 
Out  of  your  endleflc  debt  fo  fure  a  gage, 
Vouchfafe  in  worth  this  fmall  guift  to  receaue, 

Which  in  your  noble  hands  for  pledge  I  leaue, 
Of  all  the  refl,  that  I  am  tyde  t  account: 
Rude  rymes^  the  which  a  ruftickMufedid  weaue 
Infauadge  foyle,  far  from  Parnaflo  mount, 

And  roughly  wrought  in  an  vnlearned  Loome: 

The  which  vouchfafe  dear  Lord  your  fauor able  doomc 

"    at  i 


To  the  right  honourable  the  Lord  of'Buckhurft,  one 

of  her  M  au files  prime  C  omj/elL 

IN  vain  I  thinke  right  honourable  Lord, 
By  this  rude  rime  to  memorize  thy  name; 
Whofe  learned  Mufe  hath  writ  her  owne  record. 
In  golden  verfe,  worthy  immortal  fame: 
Thou  much  more  fit  (were  leafure  tothefame) 
Thy  gracious  Souerain  praifes  to  compile. 
And  her  imperlallMaieftie  to  frame, 
In  loftic  numbers  and  heroicke  ftile. 
But  fith  thou  maift  not  fo^giueleaue  a  while 
To  bafer  wit  his  power  therein  to  (pend, 
Whofe  groffe  defaulcs  thy  daintie  pen  may  file, 
And  vnaduifed  ouerfights  amend. 
But  euermore  vouchfafe  it  to  maintainc 
Againft  vileZoilus  backbitings  vaine. 

To  the  right  honourable  Sir  Fr.TFalfinghamknigbt, 
principaU  Secretary  to  her  Maiejlj ,  and  of  ba 
honourable  priuy  Counfell. 

THat  Mantuanc  Poetes  incompared  fpiric, 
Whofe  girland  now  is  fct  in  highefl:  place, 
Had  not  CMecawas  for  his  worthy  merit, 
It  firft  aduaunft  to  great  Auguflus  grace, 
Might  long  perhaps  haue  lien  in  filence  bace, 
Ne  bene  fo  much  admir'd  of  later  age. 
This  lowly  Mufe ,  that  learns  like  fteps  to  trace, 
Flies  for  like  aide  vnto  your  Patronage; 
That  are  the  great  Mecemsoi this  age, 
Aswel  toalthatciuilartesprofefie 
As  thofe  that  are  infpird  with  Martial  rage, 
And  craucs  prote&ion  of  her  feeblenefle: 
Which  ifye  yield,  perhaps  ye  may  herrayfc 
In  bigger  tunes  to  found  your  liuing  prayfe. 


To  the  right  nohle  Lord  and  mojl  Valiaunt  Capulne 

Sir  IohnNorris  knight,  Lord  preiident  of  Mounfter, 
cucr  gauc  more  honourable  prize 
^    *  To  the  fweec  Mufe3then  did  the  Martiall  ere  w^ 

That  their  braue  deeds  ilie  migh  t  immortalize 

In  her  fhtil  tromp,  and  found  their  praifes  dew? 
Who  then  ought  rpore  to  fauour  her, then  you 

Mofte  noble  Lord,  the  honor  of  this  age, 

And  Precedent  of  all  that  armes  enfue? 

Whofe  warlike  proweffe  and  manly  courage, 
Tcmpred  with  reafon  and  aduizement  fage 

Hath  fil J  fad  Belgicke  with  vidtoriou 5  fpoile. 

In  Vr dunce  and  Ireland  left  a  famous  ga  ge, 

And  lately  ftiakt  the  Lufitanian  foile . 
Sith  then  each  where  thou  haft  difpredd  thy  fame, 

Loue  him,  that  hath  eternized  your  name, 
E.  SA 

To  the  right  noble  and  valorous  knight,  Sir  Walter '  Raleigh y 
*   £©.  Wardein  of  the  Stanneryes,  and  lieftenaunt 
of  Cornewaile. 

rTiO  thee  that  art  the  fommers  Nightingale, 
[ A  Thy  fonercune  Goddeffes  mojl  deare  delight y 

Why  doe  ifendthisruflicke  CMadrigale, 

That  may  thy  tunefull  eare  vnfeafon  qtiitef 
Thou  onely  fit  this  Argument  to  write. 

In  whofe  high  thoughts  Pleafure  hath  built  her  howrt, 

Kylnd dainty  loue  learnd fweetly  to  endite. 

tjtty  rimes  I  know  vnfauory  and  fowre, 
Totaftthefireames,  that  like  a  golden  foowre 

J-low from thy fruit  full  head,  of  tlylouespraif^ 

Fitter  perhaps  to  t  bonder  Martiall /hwre, 

When fo  thee  lift  thy  lofty  Mufe  to  raife: 
Jet  till  th a  thou  thy  Poem:,  wilt  make  knowne, 

Let  thyfaire  Cinthias praifes  bee  thu;  rudely  [liowne* 
E.  S.  &4 


To  tk  right  bwMtnbk  iMdhnoft  Vertmus  the 
Qountejfe  of  Ttniroke* 

n  Emembrauncc  of  that  moft  HcroickeTpjrit, 
The  heucns  pride,  the  glory  of  our  daks, 
Which  now  triumphcth  through  immortall  meric 
Of  his  braue  vertucs,  cro  wnd  wi  th  lafting  baies, 

Of  h  euenlie  blis  and  euerlafting  praics^ 
Who  firft  my  Mufc  did  lift  out  of  the  flora, 
To  fing  his  fwect  delights  in  lowlie  laicsj 
Bids  me  moft  nobleLady  to  adore 

His  goodly  image  liuing  euermorc, 
In  the  diuine  refemblaunce  ofyour  face; 
Which  with  your  vcrtucs  ye  embellifh  more. 
And  natiuc  beauty  deck  with  hcuenlie  grace: 

For  his,  and  for  your  owne  efpecial  fake5 

Vouchfafe  from  him  this  tok€  in  good  worth  to  take. 
£•  S. 


4. 
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